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HAPPY 

ROLLER COASTER 
DAY
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Date Rise Set
Today 06:25 20:02
August 17 06:26 20:01
August 18 06:27 19:59
August 19 06:28 19:58
August 20 06:29 19:57
August 21 06:29 19:55
August 22 06:30 19:54

Frances Martinez

Fundraiser blends food, drink, 
music, art, community.

ISLAND ARTS 
Rhythmix Fest        Page 8

HOMETOWN NEWS
Back to School      Page 13
Just a pinch of back to school 

flavor this week.

City renews its commitment  
to support local artists.

THE CITY PAGE
Public Art                 Page 3

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Sun Staff Reports
Citizen Police  

Academy Reopens
Committed to building rela-

tionships with the community, the 
Alameda Police Department (APD) 
is reopening the popular Citizen 
Police Academy. The Academy will 
allow participants to learn about 
and engage with APD officers and 
personnel through lectures and 
hands-on activities. Topics include 
officer training, patrol procedures, 
dispatching, traffic, APD’s canine 
unit, special investigations and 
more.

While the community has eager-
ly awaited the program’s return, so 
has APD staff. “I am excited that the 
program is coming back,” said APD 
Sergeant Dave Pascoe. “It gives the 
community a chance to see what 
it is like to be an officer outside of 
what’s seen on TV.” 

APD’s Citizen Police Academy 
will include 11 evening sessions 
hosted at APD headquarters. 
Upon successful completion of the 
Academy, participants can apply 
for APD’s Volunteer in Policing pro-
gram to assist with future APD 
events. 

The Citizen Police Academy ses-
sion will be held Tuesday evenings 
from Oct. 2 to Dec. 11, at 6:30 to 9 
p.m. in APD headquarters at 1555 
Oak St.

One class will be located at the 
Alameda County Santa Rita Jail. 
Participants will be responsible for 
their own transportation. 

To apply for the Citizen Police 
Academy, complete an Academy 
application available at alam-
edaca .gov/pol ice/events/956 
and return it to the COPPS unit 
at COPPS@alamedaca.gov. Call 
Michaelia Parker at 337-8316 with 
any questions.

Posey and Webster Tubes to 
Close for Inspections

The California Department 
of Transportation (Caltrans) 
announced that it will close the 
Posey and Webster Tubes for late-
night biennial tunnel inspections 
as follows.

Posey Tube closures:
n Monday, Aug. 20, from 9:30 

p.m. to 4:30 a.m. the following 
morning

n Tuesday, Aug. 21, from 9:30 
p.m. to 4:30 a.m. the following 
morning 

n Wednesday, Aug. 22, from 
9:30 p.m. to 4:30 a.m. the following 
morning

Webster Tube closures:
n Monday, Aug. 27, from 9:30 

p.m. to 4:30 a.m. the following 
morning

n Tuesday, Aug. 28, from 9:30 
p.m. to 4:30 a.m. the following 
morning

n Wednesday, Aug. 29, from 
9:30 p.m. to 4:30 a.m. the following 
morning

Direct questions or infor-
mation about the Posey and 
Webster Tube closures to Eroluis 
Oseguera, Caltrans, Tunnels and 
Tubes, at 286-3947.

News in Brief

National Night Out Brings out the Love
Sun Staff Reports

Members of the Alameda Police Department (APD) joined the fun at the Aug. 
7 National Night Out on the 1500 block of Sherman Street. The event 
saw a great turn out, which included both APD officers with McGruff the 

Crime Dog and a crew from Alameda Fire Department with one of their trucks. The 
kids really enjoyed the opportunity to meet the public-safety officers. The event fea-
tured a potluck dinner, live music and a ham-radio demonstration. The neighbors 
on Sherman Street used the opportunity to spread information about earthquake 
and disaster preparedness. Above, members of APD gathered for a photo at the 
National Night Event include, left to right: Volunteer Gerry Gelly, Mcgruff the Crime 
Dog, Sgt. Brian Foster (behind McGruff), Lt. Matt McMullen, Lt. Tony Munoz, Sgt. 
Mark Reynolds, Capt. Don Owyang, and Technician Michaela Parker.

Courtesy Astrid Keene

Local Responds to 
Mendocino Fires

Sea Scouts Perform 
Impromptu Rescue

Richard Bangert
Bottlenose dolphins do not usu-

ally come to mind when thinking 
of wildlife at Alameda Point. In 
fact, just three dolphins have been 
observed there in recent years, and 
those sightings were from canoes 
and kayaks. But on July 24, two 
more dolphins were observed with 
two regulars meandering around 
next to Breakwater Island. The 
standalone rock wall, or breakwa-
ter, is visible from Pier 3 where the 
USS Hornet Museum is berthed. 

The first-time visitors were 
from Monterey Bay and identified 
by researchers with Golden Gate 
Cetacean Research (GGCR). The 
group tracks the dolphins using 
a catalog of 91 dolphins showing 
individual markings, some with 
names.

The newcomer dolphins, named 
Coffeemate and Big Sur, were iden-
tified by markings on their dorsal 
fins that include notches in the 
back of the fin, possibly caused 
by shark bites, and scars. “They 
are hanging out with Arc, the adult 
female that has been a resident in 

the bay for a couple of years,” said 
Bill Keener with GGCR. The fourth 
dolphin was likely Kaimi, a dolphin 
seen by members of Alameda’s out-
rigger canoe center for the past two 
years, according to Keener.

Bottlenose dolphins began 
appearing in San Francisco Bay 
around 2008. “There were no coast-
al bottlenose dolphins in Northern 
California before 1983,” said 
Keener. “That’s when a big El Nino 
brought them north with warm 
water. They stayed in Monterey Bay 
even after the water cooled down, 
and since then they have moved 
slowly north. They can go back 
and forth from Monterey Bay — it’s 
only a day or two away for them,” 
Keener explained. 

This particular population of 
coastal dolphins, which numbers 
between 500 and 600, now has an 
extensive range, reaching from 
Southern California to the Marin 
and Sonoma coasts. “We believe the 
primary reason they move along 
the coast is that they are always 
on the lookout for new resources, 
meaning food,” Keener said.

Red Cross volunteer La Faver supports fire victims

Richard Bangert

Three of the four bottlenose dolphins that were recently 
sighted next to Breakwater Island at Alameda Point 
appear above. Two of the dolphins were from Monterey 
Bay, and it was the first confirmed sighting of these two 
dolphins in San Francisco Bay.  

Courtesy photo

Alamedan Susanne La Faver stands among some of the many Red Cross volunteers 
at the Ranch Fire that continues to burn in Lake County.

Bottlenose Dolphins Pay Visit to Alameda Point Breakwater Island

It’s still too soon to tell whether 
the changing climate is influencing 
the northward movement of the 
dolphins, according to Keener. This 
is one of the possible correlations 
that the cetacean research group 
is studying. 

Bottlenose dolphins can live up 
to 50 years. They range in length 
from 8 to 11 feet and weigh between 
300 and 500 pounds. Calves can 
remain with the mother for three 
or four years. Their conservation 
status is vulnerable but not endan-
gered. Dolphins can be distin-
guished from porpoises. They are 
larger and have taller, more curved, 

dorsal fins. A porpoise dorsal fin is 
the shape of a triangle.

Citizen scientists are encour-
aged to send reports of sightings 
of bottlenose dolphins and harbor 
porpoises to GGCR. Details are on 
their website at ggcetacean.org. 
They are particularly interested 
in sightings of dolphins from Half 
Moon Bay north. Photos of the dor-
sal fin will help identify and track 
the dolphins’ behavior. 

Richard Bangert posts stories and 
photos about Alameda Point envi-
ronmental issues on his blog at alam-
edapointenviro.com. Follow him at 
twitter.com/AlamedaPtEnviro. 

Ekene Ikeme
Members of the Sea Scouts, 

Alameda Council rescued a miss-
ing distressed kayaker in San 
Francisco Bay near Pittsburg on 
July 20.

The Sea Scouts, a branch of 
the Boy Scouts of America, were 
going on a scouting cruise on 
their Sea Scout Ship No. 9 Sea 
Fox from Hunter’s Point in San 

Francisco to Pittsburg in the early 
morning hours of Friday, July 20.

“When we began our travel 
one of the members heard the 
Coast Guard broadcast on the 
radio transmission to keep a look 
out for a missing person,” said 
Sea Scout skipper Ken Shupe who 
was a part of the rescue. “But 
while the Coast Guard said to 

Dennis Evanosky
Susanne La Faver has served 

as a volunteer with the American 
Red Cross since 1991. Last year she 
worked in the Florida Keys during 
Hurricane Irma, as well as at the 
fires that devastated Santa Rosa. As 
part of her more recent duties, she 
represented the Red Cross at the 
Mendocino Complex Fire, which is 
still burning today. 

On Tuesday, Aug. 14, Cal Fire 
reported that the complex, com-
prised of the River and Ranch fires, 
continues to burn north and west 
of Clear Lake: the River Fire in 
Mendocino County, is 100 percent 
contained, while the Ranch Fire 
in Lake County is 68 percent con-
tained. Cal Fire does not expect to 
fully contain the Ranch Fire until 
sometime next month.  

The Red Cross is at these fires 
and many of the 14 other fires burn-
ing across the state. “We provide 
shelter, food and comfort for people 
forced to leave their homes with little 
notice,” said La Faver, who lives in 
Alameda. She is no stranger to the 
area where the Ranch Fire is burning. 
She once made her home in Hidden 
Valley Lake, some 50 miles from the 
fire. La Faver was working for the 
Red Cross during the “29 Fire” in 
October 2012 that burned not far 
from her home at the time, as well as 
the Butts Canyon Fire that burned in 
Lake County in 2014. 

“My job is to find and tell the 
Red Cross story,” La Faver said. 
Earlier this month, she visited Red 
Cross workers in Lake County who 
continue to work alongside govern-
ment and community partners at 
the Ranch Fire. While there she 
interviewed a veteran and his wife 
impacted by the fire.  

La Faver spoke with Dean and 
Patricia Ebbeson at a Red Cross shel-

ter. La Faver wrote that the couple 
not only found safety and comfort, 
but “also came across valuable new 
military veteran benefits.” Red Cross 
volunteers gave the Ebbersons a 
pamphlet that explained those bene-
fits and led them to Douglas Bratholt 
of the Department of Veteran’s 
Affairs (VA).

In her story, La Faver explained 
that Bratholt works alongside the 
Red Cross to connect with veter-
ans fleeing the fires. The veter-
ans receive $50 gift cards as well 
as enrollment forms for VA health 

care and non-service related pen-
sions. On Aug. 3, when La Faver 
interviewed Bratholt for her story, 
he had already contacted 30 vet-
erans who had fallen victim to the 
Mendocino Complex Fire.

The Red Cross is taking dona-
tions to help fire victims online 
at redcross.org/donate/donation.
html. Readers can also donate by 
text or by phone — text REDCROSS 
to 90999 to have a $10 donation 
billed to their wireless carriers or 
call 800-RED-CROSS (733-2767) to 
give any amount.

Courtesy photo

Alameda Sea Scouts, left to right: Kenny Kirwin, 
18; Mason Ensley, 16; Cole Harris, 18; and Johnny 
Amaden, 13 rescued a kayaker in distress from the 
frigid waters of San Francisco Bay. 
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