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HAPPY

BEST FRIENDS DAY

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 6:24 20:03
Aug. 16 6:25 20:02
Aug. 17 6:26 20:01
Aug. 18 6:27 20:00
Aug. 19 6:28 19:58
Aug. 20 6:28 19:57
Aug. 21 6:29 19:56

Betty Young

HEALTH MATTERS
Senior carnival     Page 12

Locals get the chance to  
stay healthy and well.

Events coming include  
exploring the third-eye chakra

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
Event Calendar       Page 8

Hornet athletes pen letters of 
intent to collegiate teams.

ISLAND ARTS
PAPO review         Page 11

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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The Citadel
Gene Kahane

May the stone and steel of  
this building,

Bored deep into hardy soil,
Be like a plant —

Have a weed’s grippy roots,
But the stem and petals  

of a flower,
A perennial, a redwood even,

Offering shade and scent,
And inspiration,

For all who enter this house,
This castle of thought,

And art, science and stories;
Walk these halls eagerly,

With springy steps in  
Cons and Vans,

Peek out the windows in  
contemplation,

Of how what you learn might 
fit like a Lego into the  

wide world;
Re-take the stage,

Step and dance where others 
have before you;

Honor those who have 
honored you —

The workers laboring years 
on this resurrection,
And the community,

This island,
Who breathed fresh air,

So that this school,
This citadel, 
Could return;

Ask not for whom the 
bell tolls,

It’s for you — 
don’t be late to class. 

Gene Kahane is one of 
Alameda’s poets laureate.

Alameda High 
Reopened

Sun Staff Reports
Last Thursday, Aug. 8, the 

Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD) held a ceremony cel-
ebrating the re-opening of the 
100,000-square-foot Historic 
Alameda High School (HAHS), 
2200 Central Ave., which is a reg-
istered Historical Landmark. The 
architects of the school’s restora-
tion provided some historic back-
ground on the Island City’s most 
significant piece of school architec-
ture and the project to restore it. 

Built in 1924, the Neoclassical-
style Central Building contains 
two wings of classrooms and the 
Kofman Auditorium building. The 
Science Building at Central Avenue 
and Oak Street, also designed as a 
Neoclassical structure, was added 
in 1934. The “West Wing” build-
ing at Central Avenue and Walnut 
Street was built in in 1957.

Concerns about earthquake 
safety at HAHS date back to 1935, 
shortly after the state passed the 
Field Act, which mandated that 
school facilities be able to resist 
an earthquake. AUSD considered 
and then abandoned plans to 
either shore up or demolish the 
buildings repeatedly over the next 

four decades, and in 1978 much 
of the high school was moved to 
a new, safer building on Encinal 
Avenue. HAHS was subsequently 
used by the Alameda Adult School, 
the Alameda Free Library, and 
AUSD’s district office. But after a 
2012 report found that the complex 
could collapse in the event of a 
major earthquake, the buildings 
were shuttered and fenced off. 

The following year, the Board 
of Education conducted a series 
of meetings to gather communi-
ty input on possible options for 
HAHS. Jeff Cambra and Alice Lai-
Bitker, both community leaders and 
mediation specialists, managed the 
community engagement process. 
The final report noted stakehold-
er “interest in seeing the build-
ings rehabilitated and returned to 
school use.” 

Following the creation of a 
district-wide Facility Master Plan 
in 2014, voters approved the 
$179.5 million Measure I facilities 
bond, which prioritized renovat-
ing both HAHS and Encinal High 
School (along with providing cru-
cial upgrades to all other schools). 
Work began on HAHS in 2017.

The buildings will provide staff 

and students with 37 regular class-
rooms, 11 science labs, administra-
tive offices, upgraded and acces-
sible bathrooms, a faculty lounge, 
and a half dozen meeting rooms of 
various sizes. 

The project cost about $60 mil-
lion. $44 million of the funds came 
from the Measure I bond. The rest 
came from state matching grants 
for seismic improvements, AUSD’s 
deferred maintenance fund and 
Proposition 39 allocations for ener-
gy efficiency improvements.

Between 40 and 160 skilled 
laborers worked on the site per 
day, including carpenters, steel 
workers, electricians, plumbers, 
window restoration specialists, 
bronze metal workers, terrazzo 
restorers, painters, concrete spe-
cialists and others. More than 600 
workers were involved in the proj-
ect altogether.

A good portion of the work 
focused on seismic retrofits. The 
2012 report had found the build-
ings were at significant risk of col-
lapse in the event of an earthquake, 
due to the sandy, liquefiable soil 
on the site and structural issues 
with the buildings including weak 

South Shore Center 
Makeover Planned

Dennis Evanosky
Part One

The real-estate acquisition and 
management firm Jamestown filed 
its development plan amendment 
with the city in May to redevelop 
South Shore Center. The use of the 
word “amendment” simply means 
that Jamestown is changing plans 
that it or its predecessors submit-
ted earlier. 

Jamestown purchased the 
47-acre open-air retail center from 
Portland, Ore.,-based Harsch 
Investment Properties in 2011. The 
shopping mall opened near the 
city’s south shore in 1958 as South 
Shore Center. Harsch had owned 
the property since 1979. 

The company changed South 
Shore Center’s name to Alameda 
Towne Center in 2002 as part of an 
$85 million redevelopment plan, 
which. Harsch completed in 2010. 
The following year, Jamestown pur-
chased the shopping center from 
Harsch for $181 million. Jamestown 
renamed Towne Centre, giving the 
shopping destination back its origi-
nal name. 

After eight years of ownership 
Jamestown is currently work-
ing on redevelopment plans that 
involve three phases. The first 
phase includes a pair of eight-story 
apartment buildings: the first on 
the southeast corner of the center 
where Sushi House serves its meals 
at Park Street and Shore Line Drive. 
This building would house 167 resi-
dential units and 22,500 square feet 
of retail space.  

The second eight-story apart-
ment would stretch from the site 
of the Shoreline Car Wash west to 
the retail building that currently 
houses Pagano’s Hardware. This 
structure would contain 183 resi-
dential units and 19,300 square feet 
of retail space. In addition to the 
eight-story buildings, Jamestown 
plans to build a pair of single-story 
retail buildings with a total of 8,700 
square feet. The larger of the two 
would stand just to the north of 
today’s car wash; the smaller near 
today’s Bed, Bed and Beyond. 

Jamestown would execute the 
second phase of its plans at the 
mall’s northwest corner along 
Otis Drive near today’s Office 
Depot and South Shore Cafe. This 
phase includes a pair of four-story 
buildings: one with 150 assisted 
living units, the second with 78 
residential units. 

The company would build its 
“remaining phases” at the site of 
today’s Kohl’s and TJ Maxx: five 
buildings for residential units and 
one each for assisted living and 
office space. Jamestown would 
execute these remaining phases 
only if these bigger box tenants 
ask to downsize or close. These 
sites currently house some 15 
smaller retail shops as well. 

Jamestown points to the strug-
gling retail market as one of the 
reasons for these changes. The 
center has seen a number of 
stores close or go bankrupt: Radio 
Shack, Beverly’s Fabrics, Charming 
Charlie, Crazy 8 and Payless 
Shoes. Jamestown states that the 
shopping center would “thrive” 
if it were “more thoughtfully con-
solidated and supported by other 
uses, including residential.” Retail 
is not going away, it is simply 
being consolidated. 

Jamestown faces an approval 
process that involves technical 
studies, preparation of an envi-
ronmental impact report (EIR), 
meetings with the Planning Board 
and EIR certification. Jamestown 
expects the process to take 
between two and four years 
before it could start building 
Phase 1. The company hopes to 
complete development of Phase 
1 in 2025 and the entire process 
by 2041. The Alameda Sun will 
discuss the process in part two 
of this story. 

Jamestown’s plans are available 
online at www.southshoreneigh 
borhood.com/plan. Scroll down and 
click on “View the Plan.” Residents 
can see a hard copy of the plan at 
the Main Library, 1550 Oak St.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

East to West: Island City Fetes Creatives
An outpouring of support for local arts and artists took place in several venues last weekend

Sun Staff Reports
Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft 

recently joined 166 Mayors (and 
counting) from across the coun-
try in signing a letter to sena-
tors Mitch McConnell and Chuck 
Schumer, urging them to imme-
diately call the Senate back to 
Washington, D.C., to take action on 
bipartisan gun safety legislation. 

“Two-hundred fifty mass shoot-
ings this year is both heartbreaking 
and sickening,” Ashcraft said.

She pointed out that 
in February, the House of 
Representatives passed two bills 
that would greatly strengthen the 
background-check system. These 
bills would make cities, residents 
and first responders safer. 

The U.S. mayors’ letter calls on 
Senate leaders to pass these bills now 
and demands immediate action to 
help reduce gun violence in America.

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Mayor Joins Call for Gun Reform

Dennis Evanosky

Bella Puchkova, Alameda High School Class of ‘20, 
leads a tour through the newly refurbished school.

Story & photos by Eric J. Kos
The weekend of Aug. 9 to 11 

turned Alameda into an artist’s 
paradise. On Friday night, the 
weekend began with the usual 
burst of creativity that is the 2nd 
Friday Art Walk. Several new gal-
leries of artwork opened, including 
the Island City-centered Plein Aire 
Paint Out Exhibit at the Frank Bette 
Center for the Arts. (See related 
story on page 11.)

On Saturday, Rhythmix Cultural 
Works, the city’s center of culture, 
held its annual celebration of the 
arts, Pour Your HeART Out. The 
event ties into the Rhythmix mis-
sion in that it inspires the com-
munity to engage in the arts and 
to learn about each other and the 
world through the arts. 

The event provides a mix of 
wine, beer and spirits tasting, with 
delights from local restaurateurs 
and music of the highest caliber 
by bands including Mary Lou’s 
Apartment. It also raises money 
for the Rhythmix Performance 
Art and Learning Program which 
allows children from local schools 
— including underserved Title IX 
schools from Oakland — to gain 
exposure to live performance.

The K Gallery at Rhythmix also 
presented a series of works meant 
to capture the Island City as a form 
of paradise. The exhibit Alameda 
as Arcadia by local artist Ginny 
Parsons includes some interesting 
interpretations, including using 
peanut butter as an homage to the 

birth of Skippy Peanut Butter here. 
The artist was on hand, enticing 
donors to give by offering a free 
watercolor painting with a certain 
contribution. 

On Sunday, the celebration of 
creation moved westward onto 
Alameda Point for the Alameda 
Mini-Maker Faire. This event 
focused more on the kooky, scien-

tific side of creativity, with people 
making real use of their creations. 
People rode atop a mechanical her-
mit crab, attempted to high five 
disembodied mannequin arms and 
admired unique creations in engi-
neering, sculpture, painting, tech-
nology and lots more. Many partici-
pants spent a good amount of time 
engaged in various projects. 

Whether building a pinewood 
derby car at the Nerdy Derby, or 
listening to the young musical tal-
ent at the Busker’s Corner, the dis-
play of creativity became a whirl-
wind of color, inspiration and the 
unusual. 

Personally, I enjoyed trying on 
a mechanical augmentation called 
a Suit X designed and marketed 

by a firm out of Emeryville. The 
mechanical attachment support-
ed my elbows and shoulders as 
a means of reducing strain while 
working with my hands above my 
head. (Not that I ever do that.) 
The firm designed several different 
devices to support workers who 
have to perform repetative actions 
putting stress on their bodies.

Left, an older couple felt compelled to dance to the sounds of the Salsa-Lab at Pour Your HeART Out Saturday. 
The following day at Alameda Point, a youngster went for an unnecessarily high five at the Maker Faire, right.
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