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HAPPY 

ELVIS 
WEEK

Alameda Walks Visits New and Old
Photo & Story by Eric J. Kos

Last Saturday, the Alameda Recreation and Parks Department (ARPD) sponsored 
Alameda Walks program strolled through both history and current events. The all-
ages group learned about the Mastick family and famed architects Felix Marcuse 

and Julius Remmel who helped shape the Island City. Myself and Alameda Sun co-
publisher Dennis Evanosky (far left) led the tour with help from ARPD’s Karen Kenney 
and Jackie Krause of the Mastick Senior Center. Toward the end, the tour stopped by 
the recently completed mural at 1128 Lincoln Ave. at Bay Street, by Seoul, Korea-
based artist Chris Chanyang Shim, aka Royyaldog, shown above. 

According to Korea Daily, Shim decided to visit the United States in 2016. He 
spent 89 days visiting New York, Modesto, Los Angeles and San Francisco. At his 
first stop in Bronx, New York, Shim painted a mural of his three favorite rappers: 
Jay-Z, T.I. and Big Pun. People reacted to the mural with enthusiasm, and Shim was 
soon invited to California to display his artwork further.

“It was in front of an empty wall at Los Angeles’ Container Yard where he decid-
ed to embrace something new,” Korea Daily wrote. “He drew an African-American 
girl and dressed her up with the Korean traditional dress, hanbok. Shim explains 
that he was inspired by a simple thought that these two elements would fit beautifully 
and uniquely together.” 

Shim brought this concept to Alameda with him.

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda Point  

Blood Drive on Tap
The American Red Cross bus 

will visit Alameda Point Wednesday, 
Aug. 14, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
Red Cross asks donors to “make 
someone whole again. Without A, B 
and O, we can’t save anybody. You 
are the #MissingType we need.” 

The bus will be parked at 950 W. 
Mall Square on Alameda’s West End. 
To schedule an appointment, visit 
redcrossblood.org and enter spon-
sor code: AlamedaPoint, or call 
800-733-2767. Donors can stream-
line their experience by completing 
reading and health history ques-
tions at redcrossblood.org.

Cambra to Present
Local attorney and mediator 

Jeff Cambra has offered a free semi-
nar on Alameda Rent Stablization 
and Eviction Control. Cambra will 
present an overview of laws in the 
City of Alameda covering notices, 
rent increases, evictions and the 
rent review process. The seminar 
will take place at Mastick Senior 
Center Thursday, Aug. 16, from 1 to 
2 p.m. For more information or to 
register, call 747-7506.

Street Repair & Resurfacing 
Project Commences

The City of Alameda’s annual 
street repair and resurfacing proj-
ect has begun and is estimated to 
be completed by late December. 
Work hours are Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Repairs 
will take place in several phases, 
and not all on the same day. 

Curb and gutter will be removed 
and replaced in a few places, then 
areas of poor pavement will be 
patched and the edges of the street 
ground down. Then cracks will be 
filled, the street paved and any 
traffic markings replaced. During 
construction, motorists will experi-
ence minor disruptions in traffic, 
temporary loss of parking spaces, 

temporary restricted street access, 
as well as an increase in noise and 
dust levels. Bus stop access will be 
maintained throughout the project.  

One type of repair, asphalt con-
crete overlay, is a mixture of asphalt 
cement (tar), gravel and sand that is 
spread with a paving machine and 
compacted with rollers. The city 
is scheduled to overlay five miles 
of streets (over 16 total streets) 
throughout the city. See chart below 
for impacted blocks. 

Workers will also be executing 
asphalt concrete repairs that focus 
on specific areas. Blanding Avenue 
from Oak Street to Broadway will 
undergo these repairs in the cen-
ter of street to cover the former 
Beltline Railroad tracks. Clinton 
Avenue from Paru Street to 
Lafayette Street will have its cen-
ter lane repaired. Paru Street from 
Clinton Avenue to its south end will 
receive repairs to its center lane as 
well. Sherman Street from Central 
Avenue to Santa Clara Avenue will 
have repairs done to the parking 
lanes on both sides of street.

The contractor will make 
best efforts to maintain one lane 
of traffic available in each direc-
tion. However, site conditions may 
require that only one lane be avail-
able for both directions. In this 
case, flag persons will be used to 
control traffic and delays will occur.  
It is possible that on-street parking 
will be removed for up to one week 
during construction hours. 

The contractor will post no 
parking signs 72 hours in advance 
of the planned work to advise resi-
dents on dates when the work will 
begin and when parking restric-
tions will become effective.

Questions or information about 
this project should be directed to 
Trung Nguyen at 747-7900. The 
project is primarily funded by 
Alameda County Measure’s B and 
BB, Vehicle Registration Fund, 
and SB 1, the Road Repair and 
Accountability Act of 2017. 

News in Brief

Sun Staff Reports
According to the Milpitas Police 

Department (MPD), on July 19 
loss-prevention workers at Kohl’s 
Department Store at the Great 
Mall in Milpitas watched a woman 
push a shopping cart brimming 
with merchandise out of one of 
the store’s emergency exits. A man 
in a Mercedes-Benz was waiting 
to whisk her and the allegedly 
stolen goods away. The workers 
stopped the woman, but said that 
her accomplice attempted to fire a 
gun at them. The gun misfired and 
the pair escaped.  

MPD sent surveillance pho-
tos from Kohl’s to other police 
departments. Detectives from the 
Alameda Police Department (APD) 
recognized the pair as Miguel 

Tovanche of Castro Valley and 
Carmen Vargas of Oakland; both 
wanted for robbery in Alameda.

APD officers found and arrest-
ed Tovanche in the early morning 
hours of July 24. Authorities are 
holding Tovanche on suspicion of 
assault with a deadly weapon, bur-
glary and conspiracy. Vargas faces 
burglary and conspiracy charges.

Both remain in custody at 
the Santa Clara County Jail. 
Tovanche is being held without 
bail. The courts set Vargas’ bail 
at $110,000. They are both due to 
appear at 1:30 p.m., Wednesday, 
Aug. 15, before Judge Socrates 
Manoukian in Department 41 at 
the Santa Clara County Hall of 
Justice, 190 West Hedding St. in 
San Jose.

APD Arrests Alleged Thieves

Sun Staff Reports 
Residents who attended the 

Park Street Art & Wine Faire and 
used the ATM at Comerica Bank 
at 2416 Central Ave. may have had 
their cards skimmed and PIN num-
bers recorded.  In order to accom-
plish this, the alleged thieves 
placed a fake faceplate onto the 
ATM. The faceplate fit snugly into 
the ATM’s card slot. When unwit-
ting customers slid their cards 
into the ATM, the faceplate with 
the counterfeit reader scanned 
and stored the information on the 
cards’ magnetic strips. 

But the thieves were not done 
there. They also needed the cards’ 
personal identification numbers 
(PIN). They placed a small camera 
so it had a clear view of the ATM’s 
keypad. That camera then recorded 
the customers entering their PINs.  

Fairgoers who used Comerica’s 
ATM on Central Avenue near Park 
Street over the weekend of July 
28 and 29 should check their bank 
statements for signs of any fraud-
ulent activity. APD has made no 
arrests in this skimming case.

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

ATM Skims Fairgoers Public 
Explores 
Sweeney 
Park

Sun Staff Reports
About 75 people attended the 

first public tours of the City of 
Alameda’s newest park, the 21st 
in the Alameda Recreation and 
Park Department (ARPD), Jean 
Sweeney Park, last Saturday. 
Another tour is set for today from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Tours gather at the park 
entrance on Sherman Street. 
Both tours explore how the con-
struction is progressing. The 
park is expected to officially 
open in October or November.  
Recreation and Parks Director, 
Amy Wooldridge, leads the tours 
and share points of interest. 

For more information, write 
awooldridge@alamedaca.gov or 
call 747-7570.

Mark Brueckman

Left, Jim Sweeney, hus-
band of the late Jean 
Sweeney, namesake 
of Alameda’s newest 
park, addresses the 

crowd at the first public 
tour of the park. Amy 

Wooldridge stands 
behind Jim.  

STREET FROM TO
Alameda Avenue Grand Street Walnut Street

Dayton Avenue Grand Street Palmera Court
Fernside Boulevard Central Avenue Thompson Avenue
Grand Street Clement Avenue Fortmann Way
Harbor Bay Parkway Bay Edge Road South Loop Road

Main Street Pacific Avenue Brush Street
Ninth Street Central Avenue Haight Avenue
Palmera Court Grand Street Dayton Avenue
Park Avenue Otis Drive Jackson Park
Park Street Park Street Bridge Buena Vista Avenue
Park Street Otis Drive Clinton Avenue
Sand Beach Place Sand Beach Road Harbor Light Road
Third Street Taylor Avenue Santa Clara Avenue
Thompson Avenue Fernside Boulevard High Street
Versailles Avenue San Jose Avenue Central Avenue
Walnut Street Lincoln Avenue Santa Clara Avenue 

The above streets have been identified for asphalt con-
crete overlay work by the City of Alameda.

Dennis Evanosky
At its July 28 meeting, the City 

Council reviewed a report on the 
city’s Economic Development 
Strategic Plan, which remains a 
work in progress. According to the 
report, the city’s plan focuses on 
actions targeting industries that 
will drive the city’s growth over 
the next five to 10 years. Once 
implemented, the plan would allow 
the city to concentrate on ways to 
strengthen its many retail districts 
and attract new businesses and 
visitors to the Island City. 

Among the features of the 
report:

n An analysis of recent job 
trends and the quality of services 
the city provides to both new and 
existing businesses

n Steps that the city could take 
to attract new businesses 

n The quality of the city’s infra-
structure and utilities and their 
ability to serve businesses

n Transportation access to the 
Island City and ease of access to 
places where people work. 

The report also considers the 
potential for new retail and res-
taurants and includes an overview 
of trends in the retail sector, an 
analysis of sales at retail stores and 
restaurants and the performance 
of existing retail centers in both 
Alameda and surrounding cities.

Finally the report takes trends 
in the local hotel market into 
account. These include the eco-
nomic benefits of hotels and any 
visitor attractions, transportation 
access and amenities for visitors 
and hotel guests and how the city 
should market tourism marketing 
and promotion.

Alameda is attracting employ-
ers who can no longer afford other 
urban locations. For example  the 
report points out that as downtown 
Oakland has increased in popular-
ity, areas like Marina Village, just 
across the Oakland Estuary from 
Jack London Square, have attract-
ed businesses looking for a less 
expensive place to do business. 
Businesses interviewed for the 
report said that Alameda Municipal 

Power provides lower energy costs. 
Energy rates in Alameda are 15 to 
20 percent lower than in nearby 
cities, they said. 

Alameda’s history plays a role 
in attracting tourists who visit the 
museums here and, in turn, sup-
port local businesses. “Alameda 
offers a variety of attractions, 
with three key themes,” stated the 
report. “Among them are the city’s 
historical museums and sites, its 
recreational and natural attrac-
tions and the beverage production 
facilities with their tasting rooms. 

“Crown Beach is estimated to 
receive about 600,000 visitors a 
year, and is well known as a supe-
rior location for kiteboarding and 
windsurfing,” the report said of 
another attraction. 

On the down side, businesses 
at both Harbor Bay Business Park 
and Alameda Point criticize the 
limited options for dining, shop-
ping and other services. “Many 
employers prefer to have ameni-
ties within walking distance,” the 
report stated.

Council Studies Strategy


