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HAPPY

SNEAK SOME ZUCCHINI ONTO  
YOUR NEIGHBOR’S PORCH NIGHT

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 6:18 20:12
Aug. 9 6:19 20:11
Aug. 10 6:20 20:09
Aug. 11 6:21 20:08
Aug. 12 6:21 20:07
Aug. 13 6:22 20:06
Aug. 14 6:23 20:05

Betty Young

Alameda High School event 
takes place today.

SCHOOL NEWS 
AHS to reopen        Page 4

BACKYARD GROWING
Garden column     Page 14

Learn how to take full  
advantage of the fall season.

Couple with local ties  
celebrates their union.

HOMETOWN NEWS
Local Wedding        Page 3

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel

Mike Rosati

Mike Muzio of Alameda puts his coffeetable made of 
coffee to good use — drinking coffee. The public can 
check it out at this Sunday’s Alameda Mini-Maker Faire.
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Resident Creates Coffee 
Table from Actual Coffee
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Landlords See Revised 
Rules Imposed at Council

Ekene Ikeme
The City Council voted in favor 

of changing the city’s rent ordinance 
regarding rent increases and other 
provisions at its July 16 meeting. 
The Council voted 4-1 to include an 
annual general adjustment to deter-
mine rent increase limits for land-
lords. Councilmember Tony Daysog 
was the only Councilmember to 
oppose the new stipulation. 

The annual general adjustment 
sets the cap on rent increases at 70 
percent of the percentage increase 
to the San Francisco Bay Area 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) for the 
12-month period ending in April 
of each year. However, yearly rent 
increases cannot be lower than one 
percent or higher than five percent.

CPI is a measure that examines 
the average of prices of consumer 
goods and services, such as trans-
portation, food and medical care. It 
is calculated by taking price changes 
for each item in the predetermined 
basket of goods and averaging them. 
The San Francisco Area CPI increased 
by 4 percent between April 2018 and 
2019. Therefore, landlords are stipu-
lated to cap rent increases at 2.8 
percent. The new ordinance will take 
effect on Sunday, Sept. 1. 

Several public speakers, who 
were property owners, opposed 
using the CPI as the barometer to 
set rent increases.

“CPI does not cover most of the 
costs that landlords incur in a year,” 
said Marilyn Shumacher, who owns 
five units in Alameda. “Our regular 
monthly costs — water, garbage, 
insurance and taxes — are not cov-
ered by CPI.” 

Councilmember Malia Vella said 
CPI is a suitable tool to use because 
many employers base wage increas-
es on CPI. Nonetheless, Daysog 
opposed the new rent control 
aspect to the city’s ordinance.

“I see this as incredible gov-
ernment overreach,” said Daysog. 
“The type of rent control that we’re 
adopting was rejected by the citi-
zens of Alameda when they over-
whelmingly defeated M1. M1 was an 
effort to impose a hard cap.”

Daysog believes the city would 
be better off with mediation-based 
rent control. 

Councilmember Jim Oddie said 
it is important the city protects 

Rev. Jack R. Buckley, 78, died 
on July 20, 2019, at his home in 
Berkeley. 

Born on Sept. 25, 
1940, in Philadelphia 
to Albert and Mary 
Buckley, he was the 
fifth of seven chil-
dren, with four older 
brothers and two 
younger sisters.

Jack grew up in 
Newark, N.J., and 
graduated from 
high school in 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. He moved to 
Berkeley in 1971 with his wife and 
three young children after complet-
ing seminary in St. Louis, Mo.

In Berkeley he founded and led 
Covenant Circle, a study center min-
istry, helped start Fellowship of His 
People house church, helped create 
Berkeley Christian School and con-
tributed to several local Christian 
organizations and publications.

In 1983 he joined staff at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Berkeley to 
direct their adult ministries, singles 
ministries and world missions. In 
1993 he became the pastor at First 
Presbyterian Church of Alameda 
where he served until his retire-
ment in 2012. His involvement 
in the San Francisco Presbytery 
included serving as the moderator 
of the presbytery in 2003.

While Jack’s professional life 
involved formal Christian minis-
try, Jack’s personal life was one 

of everyday ministry to everyone 
he met. Jack was active in the com-
munity as a member of Rotary Club 

of Alameda, Mariner 
Square Athletic Club 
and as a regular at 
local restaurants, gift 
shops, book stores 
and coffee shops. 

Jack is lovingly 
remembered by his 
wife of 57 years, 
Joanne; his three 
children: Steven, 
Robert (Dorothy) 

and Sharon (Victor) Hernandez; six 
grandchildren: Melissa, Christina, 
Mateo, Jacqueline, Annelin and 
Cash; two sisters and many nieces, 
nephews, colleagues, friends and 
community members.

A memorial service will be held 
on Saturday, Aug. 17, at 4 p.m. 
at First Presbyterian Church of 
Alameda, 2001 Santa Clara Ave.

Donations can be made in 
Jack’s memory to First Presbyterian 
Church, Alameda, the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society at www.LLS.org or 
the Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation 
at www.cholangiocarcinoma.org.

Editor’s note: During the early 
days of the Alameda Sun, Rev. 
Buckley threw his full support behind 
the publication of this paper. He 
penned a column for several months 
on the Sun’s page dedicated to spiri-
tual matters. He will be missed.

Rev. Jack R. Buckley
Former Pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Alameda
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Sun Staff Reports
Alameda’s City Council is com-

mitted to working with community 
partners to address homeless-
ness. The city supports the CARES 
for Alameda’s Homeless team 
(Collaboration Advancing Research, 
Efforts and Support). This business, 
nonprofit and public partnership 
explores and implements strategies 
to reach, support and resolve the 
Island’s homelessness challenges.  

Every other year, the city partici-
pates in EveryOne Counts!, Alameda 
County’s effort to conduct a Point-
In-Time (PIT) count of the local 
homeless population. This count 
informs local strategic planning, 
investment, capacity building and 
advocacy campaigns to prevent and 
end homelessness. 

On Jan. 30, Alameda assembled 
an enthusiastic group of volunteers 
to facilitate this biennial count, 
including elected officials, staff and 
community members, who worked 
with trained guides who have lived 
experiences.  

The team counted 8,022 peo-
ple experiencing homelessness 
in Alameda County, an increase 
of 43 percent from the PIT count 
two years ago, and the highest 
increase among Bay Area counties. 
Twenty-seven additional homeless 
people were counted in the City of 
Alameda, an increase of 13 percent 
from 204 to 231 homeless individu-
als since 2017. 

Of the 231 people experienc-
ing homelessness in Alameda, 99 
were women and children staying 
at Midway Shelter and 132 were liv-
ing in encampments, vehicles and 
on the street. 

The percentage of those sleep-
ing in tents, cars, vans and rec-
reational vehicles in the county 
have all seen triple-digit increases 
of up to 146 percent. For every one 
homeless person that was housed 
in Alameda County in the last two 
years, two more have become 
homeless. For more about the lat-
est PIT count, see the full report at 
http://everyonehome.org.  

City Looks at Homeless Issues
Current situation

While the Island’s situation is 
less dramatic compared to neigh-
boring cities, the issue in Alameda 
is palpable and visible. The safe-
ty of the public, including those 
experiencing homelessness, con-
tinues to be a priority for the city 
while ensuring that it complies 
with current laws. A 2009 court 
decision prohibits displacement 
of homeless individuals from pub-
lic spaces when no shelter or 
housing can be offered to them 
as an alternative. However, when 
their safety is at issue, posting the 
site and asking them to move may 
be necessary. 

Such is the case at an encamp-
ment at Estuary Park, where up to 
10 people will be asked to move 
today, Thursday, Aug. 8, as the area 
will become a construction site for 
the next phase of Alameda Landing’s 
development. For everyone’s safety, 
the city will fence off the area and 
trespassing will not be allowed. City 
staff and community partners have 
developed a plan to provide a com-
passionate and humane process to 
support the homeless there during 
the clearing of the encampment and 
moving forward. 

Ongoing efforts
The city contracts with 

Operation Dignity to provide mobile 
street outreach and case manage-

ment services to homeless individu-
als that provide them with imme-
diate welfare and harm-reduction 
support while working to get people 
house-ready and housed. The city is 
also working with Building Futures 
to provide intensive case manage-
ment to the most high-risk home-
less clients with complex needs in 
Alameda. Both groups collaborate 
with the city’s homeless liaison offi-
cers to coordinate outreach efforts 
on the Island. 

In July, Council approved a 
2-year contract with the county 
to implement the Homeless 
Emergency Aid Program (HEAP) 
plan. In 2018, the state established 
HEAP, a $500 million grant to pro-
vide immediate emergency assis-
tance to counties and cities experi-
encing homelessness in California. 

The City of Alameda’s allocation 
of $756,524 in HEAP grant funds 
will be used for a variety of proj-
ects, including a one-stop shop 
day center to provide refuge for 
the homeless during the day while 
connecting them to services and 
information, designated safe park-
ing areas for those living in cars, 
the warming shelter, monthly din-
ners, rental assistance, installation 
of showers at the warming shelter, 
a homeless hotline and more. 

For more about these efforts to 
address homelessness in Alameda, 
see www.alamedaca.gov/homeless. 

Eric J. Kos

Fire Hazard Growing at ‘Boatworks’ Property
Dennis Evanosky

Neighbors have complained to the Alameda Sun about the condition of the 
Boatworks site at Oak Street and Clement Avenue. Weeds have been grow-
ing out of control, presenting a fire hazard. In addition, the fences that 

Boatworks, LLC, built around the site have not been maintained, allowing unauthor-
ized access. In the meantime, development of the property remains tied up in court. 

lower-wage earners in the city. 
“The pressure we have on the 

lower wage earners in our city is tre-
mendous,” he said. “People cannot 
afford double-digit rent increases.”

Other provisions to the ordi-
nance include a rent registry. 
Landlords must submit annually 
to the rent program a registration 
statement for each rental unit on 
a form approved by the program 
administrator. The administrator 
will use that to determine the maxi-
mum allowable rent increase. Also, 
landlords can roll over, or bank, 
increases to the following year. 
For example, if the maximum rent 
increase in year one is 2 percent, 
but the landlord keeps the rent flat, 
they can increase the rent by the 
compound increase percentage of 
year one and two. However, land-
lords cannot raise rents by more 
than the current year’s annual gen-
eral adjust plus three percent.

Community Development 
Director Debbie Potter said the city’s 
rent staff will hold workshops to fur-
ther educate renters and landlords. 

Eric J. Kos
To get in the spirit of Sunday’s 

Mini-Maker Faire, meet Alameda 
maker Mike Muzio. A maker is 
the kind of person who can take a 
simple concept and make it real-
ity using readily available tools 
and materials. Muzio has complet-
ed many projects in his fabrica-
tion shop he calls The Muz Shop 
and documents his process on a 
Youtube channel.

Muzio’s most notable project to 
date has to be his coffee coffee-
table, or coffeetable made entirely 
from coffee and the binding mate-
rial, epoxy. In fact, Right This Minute 
found the video documenting the 
delicious piece of furniture fascinat-
ing enough to air an edited version 
of it on their TV show. 

“This place is starting to smell 
like a coffeehouse,” said Muzio in 
the video while mixing up a batch 
of coffee and epoxy.

The video shows the Island mak-
er’s pains-taking process, including 
an error that caused him to start 
over. He clearly has professional 
experience and conveys good prac-
tices for working with various mate-
rials. The coffeetable legs use recy-
cled, sifted coffee grounds, cour-
tesy of The Local on Park Street. 
The tabletop includes unroasted, 
medium roast and dark roast beans 
providing a gradient of colors.

Meet Muzio and check out the 
coffee coffeetable at this Sunday’s 
Mini-Maker Faire, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at 905 West Ranger Ave. The event 
celebrates people, like Muzio, who 

can make beautiful, professional, 
functional art pieces out of ran-
dom materials like recycled coffee 
grounds.

To learn more about the Maker 
Faire, and to purchase tickets, visit 

www.alameda.makerfaire.com.
To watch the full process of 

creating the coffee coffeetable, and 
see the latest project coming out of 
the Muz Shop, visit https://tinyurl.
com/y4caa9ue.

Project on display 
this weekend at 
Mini-Maker Faire


