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Documentary Screening Set 
for National Women’s Day
The Alameda Free Library is 

partnering with HEART Women & 
Girls, a nonprofit focused on sexual 
violence awareness and preven-
tion in the Muslim community, to 
screen the documentary Breaking 
Silence. The film’s subject is sexual 
assault in the Muslim community. 

Breaking Silence is the first 
film of its kind in documenting 
American Muslim women’s stories 
about coping with and coming 
out to their families and friends 
about sexual assault experienc-
es. Through interviews with four 
women who have never before spo-
ken about their assault experiences 
on camera, the film offers insight 
into the change that needs to take 
place to help survivors, hold per-
petrators accountable and prevent 
recurrence.

The screening will take place 
this Sunday, Aug. 6, at 2 p.m. at the 
Main Library Stafford Room at 1550 
Oak St.  

HEART will follow the screen-
ing with a facilitated discussion to 
help process the stories and issues 
raised in the 40-minute documen-
tary. Resources for sexual assault 
survivors will be provided.

Everyone is welcome at this 
free event. The documentary and 
discussion will feature mature con-
tent. Children under the age of 13 
must be accompanied by an adult. 

Contact Hallie Fields at hfields@
alamedaca.gov with any questions. 

Church Celebrates 125 Years
On Saturday, Aug. 19, from 10 a.m. 

to 3 p.m., Immanuel Lutheran Church 
will host a Community Volunteer 
Street Fair and 125th Birthday 
Celebration to recognize the many 
volunteer organizations who freely 
give their time to the community.

Each volunteer organization 
will be provided with a table where 
they will promote what their volun-
teer group does. The fair will also 
include the celebration of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church’s 125 years of wor-
ship in Alameda. Immanuel’s 1891 
sanctuary will be open for tours. 

The event is free to attend 
and will offer food, activities for 
children and live music by The 
Sun Kings. The street fair will be 
held on Lafayette Street between 
Central and Santa Clara avenues. 

For more information, call 
523-0659 or visit www.immanuel- 
alameda.org.

AMP Earns National Honors
Alameda Municipal Power (AMP) 

has earned two separate top 10 rank-
ings from the National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory (NREL), the 
U.S. Department of Energy’s prima-
ry national laboratory for renew-
able energy and energy efficiency 
research. Specifically, the municipal-
ly owned utility’s program Alameda 
Green earned these awards.

The first ranking highlights 
AMP’s high percentage of custom-

ers participating in Alameda Green, 
which gives residents and business-
es the option to match up to 100 per-
cent of their monthly electricity use 
with renewable energy sourced from 
wind, biogas and solar projects. In 
2016, 6.27 percent of Alameda’s cus-
tomers participated in the program, 
giving AMP an eighth-place ranking 
on the list of national utilities with 
the highest green power program 
participation rate. Currently, 2,100 
residences and 70 businesses par-
ticipate in Alameda Green. 

The second ranking showcases 
AMP’s green power megawatt-hour 
(MWh) sales in comparison with 
total utility MWh sales, where the 
utility placed ninth with 2.92 percent 
of total utility MWh sales coming 
from Alameda Green.

“AMP understands that our 
customers care deeply about the 
environment and the community,” 
said AMP General Manager Nicolas 
Procos. “That’s why we, as a com-
munity-owned utility, are proud to 
offer our Alameda Green program 
to our customers.”

For more information on 
Alameda Green, visit www. 
alamedamp.com.

AMP was also one of 91 commu-
nity-owned electric utilities to earn a 
Reliable Public Power Provider rec-
ognition from the American Public 
Power Association for providing 
customers with the highest degree 
of reliable and safe electric service. 
This marks the third time AMP has 
earned the three-year designation.

Mayor Chooses Two 
New Poets Laureate

Sun Staff Reports
Mayor Trish Herrera Spencer 

and Library Director Jane Chisaki 
announce that Gene Kahane and 
Cathy Dana have been named Poets 
Laureate, the third and fourth poets 
in Alameda history to hold the title. 
The city’s first Poet Laureate was 
Mary Rudge, who served from 2002 
to 2014. She was followed by Julia 
Park Tracey, who served from 2014 
to 2017.

Gene Kahane has been teach-
ing for more than 30 years, most 
of that time in Alameda at Haight 
Elementary, Wood Middle and 
Encinal High schools. He is also an 
actor, drama director and poet. He 
has written poetry to commemorate 
events, honored colleagues and stu-
dents for their milestones in life and 
has encouraged people to find their 
voices and share their talents. 

Cathy Dana is the president of 
Alameda Island Poets, and regularly 
leads two workshops at the Home 
of Truth. She facilitates “Storytelling 
Swap” at Frank Bette Center for the 
Arts. She also teaches creative writ-
ing at Alameda Community Learning 
Center, where she began the Mighty 
Pens teen poetry group, as well as 
the first poet laureate program. Her 
first published book of poetry, My 
Dad Believed in Love, was released 
in early 2016. 

The Poet Laureate is a cere-
monial appointment made by the 
Mayor. Members of a selection 
committee reviewed applications 

and interviewed top candidates. 
Nominees must be an Alameda resi-
dent and actively involved in the lit-
erary community. Responsibilities 
include creating community-
based poetry events that reflect 
Alameda’s diversity. 

The two Poets Laureate will 
be officially 
appointed at 
the Sept. 5, 
City Council 
meeting fol-
lowing which, 
they will recite 
their inaugural 
poems.

“The City 
of Alameda 
is thrilled with the appointments 
of Gene Kahane and Cathy Dana as 
our Poets Laureate. This is a very 
important role 
for our arts and 
literary com-
munity,” said 
Library Director 
and staff to the 
Poet Laureate 
S e l e c t i o n 
C o m m i t t e e 
Jane Chisaki. 
“The Selection 
Committee had a very difficult time 
selecting from our top two candidates 
even after personal interviews, so we 
chose them both! Appointing both 
Mr. Kahane and Ms. Dana brings a 
wonderful breadth of experience and 
passion for the written word.”
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Food, Fun, Festival!
Sun Staff Reports

New at the Art & Wine Faire for this year, the Salsa Stage at Park Street and 
Webb Avenue presented a third line up of performers over two days this 
past weekend including Mio Flores, above. Habanas Cuban Cuisine spon-

sored the stage located adjacent to the restaurant, and then donated a portion of 
its drink sales to Bay Area Community Resources. The street fair, held for the 33rd 
year, brought many thousands of visitors to the Island City to enjoy fun, food, drink 
and shopping along Park Street.

Hans Siebert

Beer, Malt on Tap 
for Alameda Point

Ferry Parking Restrictions 
in Effect on Harbor Bay

Dennis Evanosky
The City of Alameda recently 

closed escrow on the sale of the 
50,000-square-foot Building 91 at 
West Tower Avenue and Pan Am 
Way on Alameda Point, across 
West Tower from the powertrain 
manufacturer Wrightspeed. The 
transaction marks the city’s first 
successful sale of property for pri-
vate development at the Point. The 
commercial developer is currently 
restoring the 73-year-old former 

storage facility for modern-day 
commercial use.  

Admiral Malting and Almanac 
Beer Company plan to move into 
the building in the fall. Almanac 
Beer Company will use 30,000 
square feet in Building 91 to pro-
duce craft beers with a barrel 
aging and farm-to-table brewing 
approach. 

According to Almanac’s web-
site, “the sprawling facility will 
house a 20-barrel brew system manufactured by JVNW; room for 

4,000 oak barrels; 500 barrels of 
foedre capacity; 2,500 square feet of 
cold storage; a 2,000 square feet of 
indoor taproom and an additional 
1,200 square feet for an outdoor 
beer patio.

“For the first time in its six-
year history, Almanac will brew 100 
percent of its beer onsite when 
the brew house comes online,” 
Almanac states on its website. 

Admiral Malting will use 20,000 
square feet of the building to pro-
duce premium malts for craft brew-
ers and distillers. “Malt is the grain 
used to brew beer but until now 
has not been a specialty product,” 
the city stated in a press release 
announcing the sale of Building 91.  
“Admiral Malting is breaking new 
ground as the first micro-maltster 
in California.”

When complete, the malting 
facility will also include a tasting 
room called The Rake, which will 
feature beers that use Admiral’s 
malts.

“The proceeds from the sale will 
be used to jump-start much need-
ed new infrastructure at Alameda 
Point,” the press release stated. 

“This is a historic moment for 
Alameda Point and represents the 
start of creating long-term jobs, 
amenities and infrastructure at the 
former base,” stated City Manager 
Jill Keimach.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Ekene Ikeme
The city has enacted a ban on 

Harbor Bay ferry riders parking 
their cars on residential streets 
near the terminal on Harbor Bay 
Parkway. The ban went into effect 
Tuesday.   

City Council and homeowner 
associations near the ferry termi-
nal — Headlands, Columbia and 
Harbor Bay Isle — approved a 
residential permit parking pro-
gram for the Headlands and 
Columbia areas on Feb 21. 

Drivers will be allowed to park 
on residential streets for a maxi-
mum of four hours. This will make 
it impossible for drivers to leave 
their cars on nearby residential 
streets while they commute to 
work without being ticketed. 
Drivers will need a residential 
permit to park for more than four 
hours. 

Alameda police officers will 
give violators warnings until 
Friday, Sept. 1, then violators will 
begin to receive tickets.

There are 250 spots in the 
ferry terminal parking lot. The 
parking lot fills to capacity quick-
ly, according to ferry commuters. 
Ferry officials have urged com-
muters to use other methods to 
arrive at the terminal such as 
taking the free AC Transit line 21 
bus, a bike to the ferry, walking or 
getting dropped off. 

Bicycle parking spaces are 
expected to triple at the ferry ter-
minal sometime this month.

Alameda Mayor Trish Spencer 
understands the problem ferry 
riders face, but says increased 

parking on residential streets is 
also a problem.

“The last ferry out of San 
Francisco is at 8:30 a.m. Our 
elementary school starts at 8:20 
a.m., so there’s like a crunch 
time. Unfortunately we have to 
address the safety issue and the 
cars scrambling to get in the 
last space in front of someone’s 
home,” Spencer told ABC News.

The new parking restriction 
has turned one resident into an 
entrepreneur. 

Hena Akhtar lives near the 
ferry terminal. She has also on 
occasion taken the ferry to work. 
She empathizes with commuters 
who will now struggle to find park-
ing. So she created a parking web-
site and app called Parking Angel. 
The website will allow potential 
ferry riders to park in her drive-
way for a fee. She is charging 
potential customers $10.99 per 
day, but is offering a discount rate 
of $7.99 per day this month. 

Akhtar said the hope is that 
drivers will only use her website 
to find parking in an emergency, 
not on a daily basis. She said some 
of her neighbors might also offer 
up their driveways to ferry riders. 
Akhtar’s Parking Angel website is 
parkingangel.app.appery.io.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

Dennis Evanosky

Building 91 on Alameda Point will be home to a brewery and a malt producer later 
this year. The building once served the Navy as a storage facility.

“This is a his-
toric moment for 
Alameda Point ... 
creating long-term 
jobs, amenities 
and infrastruc-
ture...” 

— City Manager Jill Keimach.

Bomb Squad 
Called to Park

Sun Staff Reports
A loud explosion startled many 

West Enders on Monday after-
noon. According to the Alameda 
Police Department (APD), about 
2 p.m. dispatch received a report 
that the crew working on the Cross 
Alameda Trail at Jean Sweeney 
Open Space Park discovered an 
apparent explosive device.

APD evacuated the area and 
cordoned off a 150-foot perim-
eter around the suspicious device. 
The Alameda Fire Department 
also responded to the call. They 
reported the incident to the 
Alameda County Sheriff’s Office 
Explosive Ordinance Disposal 
Squad. Members of the squad 
determined that the device, an 
old mortar, could be live and deto-
nated it where it lay.

It remains unclear how the 
device ended up at the site that 
once served as the railroad yard 
for the Alameda Belt Line.


