
Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Fire Department 

(AFD) is seeking financial help from 
the Alameda community to create 
a memorial for the department’s 
fallen firefighters. 

The Alameda Fallen Firefighters 
Memorial will honor firefighters 
who have given their 
life in the line of duty 
serving the commu-
nity. The memorial 
will pay homage to 
the City of Alameda 
and AFD. 

The proposed 
memorial will con-
sist of four compo-
nents. The Granite 
Paver section will 
be inscribed indi-
vidually and inlaid 
around a Maltese 
cross on the ground 
of the memorial. 
Inscriptions will con-
sist of three lines of 
text with a max of 15 
characters per line. 
The Granite Square 
Paver will also 
be inscribed indi-
vidually and inlaid 
between the gran-
ite benches encir-
cling the memo-
rial. Inscriptions will 
also consist of three 
lines of text with a 
max of 15 charac-
ters per line.

The Memorial Plaque and 
Granite Paver consist of a brick 
planter along the east side. A bronze 
plaque will be inscribed with sup-
porter names and displayed on the 
black planter. Inscriptions will com-

prise of two lines of text with 15 
characters per line. The Memorial 
Bench and Granite Paver consist of 
four granite benches and supporter 
names inscribed along the edge 
of the bench. A bronze sculpture 
designed by artist Lawrence Noble 
will also be part of the memorial.

To construct 
the memorial AFD 
is seeking donors 
to assist in raising 
$200,000. Any mem-
ber of the public can 
become a sponsor of 
each component. 

AFD is looking for 
$550 donations for 
the Granite Paver, 
$4,000 donations 
for a Granite Square 
Paver, $10,000 dona-
tions for a Memorial 
Plaque and $20,000 
donations for a 
Memorial Bench.

AFD asks pro-
spective con-
tributors to make 
checks payable 
to the Alameda 
Fallen Firefighters 
Memorial and mail 
them to 1300 Park 
St. Alameda, CA 
94501.

To make a 
donation, donors 
must send checks 
with a donation 
form. To down-
load the form, visit  

alamedaca.gov/fire/alameda-fallen 
-firefighters-memorial. Donations 
are tax deductible. 

For more information, call AFD 
at 337-2100.
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Date Rise Set
Today 06:13 20:18
August 3 06:14 20:17
August 4 06:15 20:16
August 5 06:16 20:15
August 6 06:17 20:14
August 7 06:17 20:12
August 8 06:18 20:11

Frances Martinez

City’s official swim competition 
and other fun coming up.
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Local boys make good  
projects, earn high honor.

Public tours of Jean Sweeney 
Park set for this week.
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Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!
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All the doings of Island 
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News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

‘Cram a Cruiser’ Slated
In support of the Alameda 

Education Foundation’s Backpack 
Drive for 820 homeless, formerly 
homeless and low-income stu-
dents in Alameda, the Alameda 
Police Department (APD) will 
be hosting its first-ever “Cram a 
Cruiser’ weekend.

Marked patrol vehicles will be 
parked in front of OfficeMax at South 
Shore on Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 
4, and 5. The public is invited to 
stuff the police cars with school 
supply donations. After the school 
supply drive, all donations will be 
sorted into backpacks and given to 
as many students as possible.

APD is requesting backpacks, 
wide and college-ruled binder 
paper, three-ring binders, compo-
sition notebooks, crayons, draw-
ing pads, erasers, glue sticks, 
highlighter pens, index cards, 
no. 2 pencils, blue and red pens, 
pocket folders, adult and blunt 
scissors, wide and college-ruled 
spiral notebooks and subject 
dividers.

Contact Crime Prevention 
Technician Michaelia Parker at 
337-8316 for more information.

City Advises Residents  
Avoid Scam Ad

Recently, the City of Alameda 
became aware of a mislead-
ing advertisement mailed by 
“OaklandUpgrade.com” to some 
Alameda residents. The mailer ref-
erences a new program for home 
improvements, including solar, 
heating, air conditioning, roofing, 
windows and more.

The city has advised resi-
dents that the mailer was not 
sent, approved or sponsored by 
the city. The city also did not 
authorize the use of its name in 
the mailer or any others like it. 
Accordingly, the city is concerned 

that this misleading advertise-
ment may target vulnerable mem-
bers of the community.

Questions or concerns about 
the mailer (or other similar adver-
tisements), may be directed to 
John Le in the City Attorney’s 
office at 747-4764.

AHA Seeks Children’s Books
The Alameda Housing Authority 

(AHA) is holding its annual book 
drive to benefit low-income chil-
dren. AHA is collecting new and 
used books for the Children of 
the World Reading Room at its 
Esperanza property. 

Research shows that learning 
begins well before a child enters 
kindergarten. Children, even 
infants, soak up words, rhymes, 
songs and images — all important 
to developing vocabulary, memory 
and communication skills.

However, 61 percent of low-
income children have no children’s 
books at home. By age 2, low-
income children are already behind 
their peers in listening, counting 
and other skills essential to lit-
eracy.

AHA needs books suited for 
ages 6 to 18, of all genres and 
languages, and asks that donors 
consider the following list for ideas 
of what is suitable: 

n fiction and non-fiction 
n picture books 
n young adult novels 
n multi-cultural books 
n children’s magazines
AHA asks that the books be in 

good condition and published with-
in the last 10 years. Donors can drop 
off books from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Mondays through Thursdays, at 
AHA’s offices, 701 Atlantic Ave. The 
book drive will end Friday, Aug. 31. 

To learn more, call Kara Korbel 
at747-4337. 

Contact Sun staff at editor@  
alamedasun.com.

High Above the Faire
Sun Staff Reports

Perched atop the Ferris wheel at last weekend’s Art & Wine Faire on Park Street, 
Chris Bennett snapped this photo of the festivities. The weekend drew a mas-
sive crowd to Downtown Alameda for live music, fair food, rides and other 

fun. Classic Alameda traditions like dancing to local cover bands and other talent; 
enjoying a “giant brat;” or browsing an extensive selection of local arts and crafts 
for sale. Sunday’s Alameda Fire Department Pancake Breakfast also drew hungry 
families to Fire Station No. 1 to raise funds for the Elisa Ann Ruch Foundation. This 
marked the Faire’s 34th year.

Celebrating Wine, Women, Art, More

Alameda Agencies 
Support Fire Efforts
Alameda fire crews deployed all over California, AMP 
responds to restore electricity to victims of Carr Fire

Help Fund New 
AFD Memorial

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda’s stronghold of art and 

culture, Rhythmix Cultural Works 
(RCW), will celebrate its 11th anni-
versary on Saturday, Aug. 11, 2 to 
5 p.m. RCW’s premier annual fund-
raising event, Pour Your HeART Out 
Benefit for the Arts will support the 
RCW Performance, Art and Learning 
program, that has served more than 
10,000 students through its presen-
tation of no-cost world music and 
dance assemblies to Alameda and 
Oakland public schoolchildren.

“We envision our Pour Your 
heART Out Benefit for the Arts 
as a festive way to bring people 
together to experience the thriv-
ing arts community that has blos-
somed in Alameda and the East 
Bay,” said RCW Executive Director 
Tina Blaine, a.k.a. bean. “Literally 
thousands of schoolchildren will 
get to experience a live cultural 

performance firsthand with help 
from the proceeds of this event.”

Honoring women in the craft 
food and beverage industries, as 
well as the arts, Pour Your HeART 
Out (formerly Wine, Women and 
Song) offers an afternoon of sam-
pling fares from women winemak-
ers, brewers, distillers, restaura-
teurs and entertainers.

Tickets include tastings from 
the makers of Absinthia Organic 
Absinthe, Cleophus Quealy Beer 
Company, Hangar One Vodka, 
Alameda Island Brewing Company 
as well as wineries Bent Creek 
Winery, Dashe Cellars, Prospect 
772 Wine Company, Rock Wall Wine 
Company and more. Also included 
will be morsels from local eater-
ies including: Café Jolie, Greens 
and Grains, Osmanthus, Trabocco, 
C’era Una Volta and more.

A fabulous line up of women art-

ists will perform, including vocal-
ist Rhonda Benin with The Lillian 
Armstrong Tribute Band, Puerto 
Rican Bomba drumming and danc-
ing with Taller Bombalele, Tiare 
Tahiti, the Salsa Lab dancers and 
Maze Daiko.

A panel discussion moderated 
by Deborah Parker Wong, wine edu-
cator, journalist and author, will 
take place with female panelists 
who work in the beverage-making 
industry discussing their processes.

The K Gallery will showcase the 
Wayside exhibit featuring artwork 
by Ginny Parsons and Palestinian 
artist, Najib Joe Hakim, alongside 
a silent auction and wine raffle 
with more than $5,000 worth of 
goods on offer.

RCW is located at 2513 Blanding 
Ave. Early bird tickets and more 
information are available at  
rhythmix.org.

Chris Bennett

Dennis Evanosky 
Both Alameda firefighters and 

field crew members from Alameda 
Municipal Power (AMP) are assist-
ing in fighting the fires that con-
tinue to devastate California. 

Four Alameda firefighters 
are aboard Engine 296 as part of 
the state of California’s Office of 

Courtesy photo

This sculpture will 
become part of a 
new memorial for 
Alameda firefighters 
who lost their lives in 
the line of duty.

Alameda Municipal Power

Members of an Alameda Municipal Power (AMP) crew work on refurbishing a 
power pole after fire devastated the area around it. AMP sent seven members of 
a field crew to Redding to help restore power in the area burned by the Carr Fire. 
Meanwhile 10 members of the Alameda Fire Department are also fighting wildfires 
that continue to burn in the state. 

Emergency Services (Cal OES) 
strike team. The City of Alameda 
received this engine from the state 
late last year. Those firefighters 
aboard Engine 296 were fighting the 
Cranston Fire, burning in Idyllwild 
in Southern California where it is 
now almost 60 percent contained. 
On July 29 Cal OES sent Engine 
296 to the help fight the fires in 
Mendocino County, including the 
Ranch and River fires. 

Alameda Engine 501 with four 
firefighters is helping fight the Carr 
Fire in Shasta County. They were 
deployed on July 27. Crewmembers 
from AMP are also at the Carr Fire. 
They are helping restore power to 
major power lines, power poles and 
generating facilities that the Carr 
Fire has severely damaged.  

The AMP crew members left 
last Saturday for Redding to pro-
vide assistance as part of a mutual 
aid agreement under the Northern 
California Power Agency, of which 

AMP is a member. AMP crews 
expect to be in Redding for up to 
two weeks, framing and setting util-
ity poles to allow the restringing of 
electric wire.

Alameda Fire Department (AFD) 
Water Tender 2 (WT-2) is still oper-
ating at the Ferguson Fire burn-
ing just outside Yosemite National 
Park in Mariposa County (“AFD 
Sends Tender to Ferguson Fire,” 
July 19 and “Alameda Firefighters 
Remain at Ferguson Fire,” July 26). 
WT-2 has been assigned to the 
Ferguson Fire since July 16. Two 
new Alameda firefighters have gone 
to the Ferguson Fire to relieve the 
two firefighters who went to the 
fire on July 16 and served there for 
two weeks.

In total, 10 members of the 
department have been deployed to 
assist with the wildfires burning in 
California, AFD reports. As of Aug. 
2, these fires have taken the lives of 
four firefighters. 


