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Date Rise Set
Today 6:12 20:19
August 2 6:13 20:18
August 3 6:14 20:17
August 4 6:15 20:16
August 5 6:15 20:15
August 6 6:16 20:14
August 7 6:17 20:13

Betty Young

Big Band stylings by Mary 
Lou’s Apartment coming up.

ISLAND ARTS 
Heart of the Arts     Page 8

HOMETOWN NEWS
Attack of the Jeep Page 12
Iconic vehicles drive obstacle 

course on USS Hornet.

The snowy and great egrets 
are Alameda residents.

ALAMEDA WILDLIFE
Dance of the Egret  Page 3

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel

Eric J. Kos

Pete Calahen of Williams Welding leans into his drill as he works to repair the 1879 
fence lining the High Street side of Lincoln Park (background). A portion of the fence 
was knocked off its concrete foundation when an alleged drunk driver struck it.

CONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS  .  .  .  . 2
THE CITY PAGE   .  .  .  .  .  . 3 
PUZZLES & KIDS  .  .  .  .  . 4
SPORTS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5
OPINION  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
CLASSIFIED   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7
LOCAL HAPPENINGS  .  . 8
POLICE BLOTTER  .  .  .  .  . 9

Lincoln Park Fence Damaged in Crash

Hotel Roundup
Two new hotel projects move forward

Ekene Ikeme
The Planning Board unanimous-

ly approved two hotel projects to 
move forward on the path to con-
struction at its July 22 meeting. 

The Board approved the final 
architectural design for a Holiday Inn 
Express at 1825 Park St. at the meet-
ing. The four-story hotel will house 
96 rooms and 62 parking spaces. 
The City Council already approved 
the architectural design at a meet-
ing in March, but requested the 
Board review the design one more 
time. With the Board’s approval that 
hotel can begin construction. Design 
changes include new exterior mate-
rial, adding decorative floor tiles at 
the main entrance window length 
adjustments and more.

The limited number of parking 
spaces was a contentious component 
of the design review. The project was 
appealed by UNITE HERE Local 2850, 
a hotel labor union, on Feb. 6 because 
of the limited parking. Projects such 
as this are required to have 96 park-
ing spaces, or one parking space for 
each room, unless the Planning Board 
approves a parking reduction. The 
City Council rejected the appeal and 
approved the parking reduction a 
month later. The approval is depen-
dent on the hotel providing a 24-hour 

shuttle to prominent destinations in 
the area, building a bus shelter and 
designating a space for ridesharing 
pick-ups/drop-offs.

The project was initially 
brought to the board by Paul Patel 
for Ganesha, LLC on Oct. 26, 2017. 

The Board also approved the final 
architectural elevations, landscape 
plan and lighting plan for a Marriott 
Resident Inn at 2900 Harbor Bay 
Pkwy. The proposed five-story hotel 
will house 172 rooms, a freestanding 
restaurant and a coffee shop. 

The new landscape plan includes 
more evergreen trees and shrubs on 
the north side of the site and shrubs 
at the top of the three-foot berm 
along the south side of the park-
ing lot. The lighting plan includes 
reducing the number of lights on 
the building and in the parking lot 
to minimize night time illumination 
for the neighbors and adding pub-
lic access signs.The elevation plans 
include elegant window details 
and clear story glazing above all 
ground floor canopies. The project 
will move to the City Council for 
approval of the new plans.

The hotel application was initial-
ly brought to the board by Robert 
Leach for Harbor Bay Hospitality, 
LLC in Oct. 2018. 

Jessica Mei
The Frank Bette Center for the 

Arts’ (FBCA) 14th annual Plein 
Air Paint Out (PAPO) is currently 
underway through this Saturday, 
Aug. 3. Some 40 juried artists will 
paint homes, streets, shorelines 
and all over town.

“En plein air” refers to the act 
of painting outside in natural light. 
This style of painting was made 
popular by mid-19th-century art-
ists in France. These include nota-
ble artists: Claude Monet, Édouard 
Manet and Pierre Auguste-Renoir. 
Like these artists, those participat-
ing in PAPO paint in two-dimension-
al formats using oil, acrylic, water-
color, pastel or gouache paint.

Frank Bette, the man behind 
the art center, enjoyed spending 
his free time painting en plein air 
and had an affinity for landscapes 
while living in the yellow build-
ing on 1601 Paru St. that became 
FBCA. This tradition continues 
through PAPO. Artists come to 
paint in Alameda from all over the 
United States and from as far away 
as Germany and Italy.

“In 2005 when we first start-
ed the PAPO there weren’t any 
other paintouts in the Bay Area 
— the closest one was the Carmel 
Paintout,” said Genie Scott, co-
chair of PAPO. “We decided to put 
FBCA and Alameda on the National 
Plein Air Paintout map.” 

This year people can watch 
plein air artists in action during 
the Quick Draw competition, taking 
place today, Thursday, Aug. 1, from 
Webster Street west to Spirit Alley. 
Paintings from the Quick Draw will 
be on exhibit and sold at Rock Wall 
Wine Company from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 

Then, this Saturday, Aug. 3, the 

series of events ends with an out-
door exhibit and sale at South Shore 
Center featuring 200 pieces of art-
work painted on display through 
the week. Winners of the PAPO com-
petition will also receive awards at 
the closing. Family events, paint-
ing demonstrations and music will 
complement viewing the art. 

All the works then go on display 
Friday, Aug. 9, through Sept. 28 at 
FBCA, 1601 Paru St. 

Jessica Mei is an Alameda Sun 
intern.

Talk South Shore
Sun Staff Reports

For those who were not able 
to attend the meetings regarding a 
development plan at South Shore 
Shopping Center, another open 
house will be held this Saturday, 
Aug. 3 (“South Shore Shopping 
Center Unveils Neighborhood 
Project,” July 4). 

The public is also invited to 
ask questions today, Aug. 1, and 
Thursday, Sept. 5. RSVP required. 
Contact the center directly at south 
shoreneighborhood@jamestownlp.
com to register or see www.south 
shoreneighborhood.com. 

Climate Plan to Act on 
Flood Protections First

Richard Bangert
The massive aircraft hangar 

at the end of West Tower Avenue 
moved one step closer to commer-
cial leasing last week. The California 
Department of Public Health 
(CDPH) performed random radia-
tion scanning inside the building to 
certify that the Navy’s cleanup of 
paint residue containing radium-226 
was complete. The other regulatory 
agencies have already signed off on 
the radiation cleanup after the Navy 
performed an inch-by-inch scanning 
effort (“Radium-226 Paint Leaves 
Point Legacy,” Oct. 5, 2017.)

As soon as this fall, CDPH could 
issue a letter that would allow the 
city to lease the building. The nearly 
1 million-square-foot building com-
plex (Building 5) has been unavail-
able to the city for leasing for more 
than a decade. Other buildings on the 
base have been leased to the city by 
the Navy under what’s known as the 
Lease in Furtherance of Conveyance 
agreement, which has allowed the 
city to sublease the buildings until 
transfer of ownership. 

Building 5 will be ready for trans-
fer to city ownership by 2022, when 
groundwater remediation reaches 
its target, according to the Navy. 
This hangar complex was built in 
two stages in the 1940s and used 
for repairing, reconditioning and 
storing aircraft. It gained notoriety 
in the early 2000s as a set work-
shop and office for filming parts of 
the movie The Matrix Reloaded at 
Alameda Point. It rises to a height 
of 63 feet and has long been envi-
sioned as the centerpiece of adap-
tive commercial reuse. 

Point Cleanup Status
Largest hangar on track for reuse, street excavation, more

Richard Bangert 

Looking west on West Tower Avenue, the street has been excavated in four places to 
remove sections of an obsolete industrial waste line that may have contained traces 
of radium-226 luminescent paint used on aircraft instruments. The building complex 
once served as the Naval Air Rework Facility, employing thousands of civilians who 
refurbished Navy aircraft.

Street cleanup
As part of a separate clean-

up project, West Tower Avenue 
at Monarch Street, also known as 
Spirits Alley, is currently closed to 
auto traffic. The street is closed so 
the Navy can remove four sections 
of an industrial waste line originat-
ing in Building 5 and another build-
ing across the street. 

The industrial waste line was 
installed in the 1970s after the 
federal Clean Water Act prohibited 
industrial discharges into public 
waterways. These sections, and 
two others on Lexington Street, 
could contain traces of radium 
paint disposed of from Building 5 
and the hangar across the street. 
The city insisted that these sec-
tions be removed so that future 
infrastructure work was not com-
plicated by expensive protocols 
for removing potentially radium-
impacted pipes lying in the way of 
new utilities.

The pipe sections have all 
been removed and surrounding 
soil is being tested for traces of 
radium-226. If any is found, more 
soil will be removed. Otherwise, 
the street should be re-opened in 
September. The other two locations 
on Lexington Street have temporary 
iron plates over the trenches until 
soil testing is complete.

VA cleanup responsibility
In related cleanup news, the 

U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) has assumed all future 
responsibility for any cleanup 
issues that may arise on the entire 
624 acres of VA property, including 
cleanup Site 2. 

The 120-acre cleanup Site 2, 
located on the southwest shoreline 
of Alameda Point is the site of a wet-
land and a buried waste dump. The 
Navy completed its cleanup work 
in June 2014, which included the 
placement of 300,000 cubic yards 
of soil on top of the old dump, 
re-engineering part of the wetland 
and building a new concrete culvert 
connecting part of the wetland to 
San Francisco Bay. 

The official transfer of respon-
sibility from the Navy to the VA 
occurred in June 2019, making 
the VA responsible for all mainte-
nance, monitoring, reporting and 
fixing of any problems at Site 2, 
such as earthquake damage, if 
they occur.

This perpetual responsibility for 
Site 2 is the sole reason why the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service balked at 
accepting ownership for creating 
a national wildlife refuge in the 
early 2000s. They were concerned 
about unforeseen and astronomi-
cally expensive cleanup problems 
emerging. 

That’s when the VA expressed 
interest in 2004 in accepting what 
was then a 549-acre parcel slated 
for a refuge, even though they only 
wanted 120 acres. Subsequently, 

Dennis Evanosky
At 11:30 p.m., Wednesday, July 

17, an alleged drunk driver was 
attempting to turn from Santa Clara 
Avenue onto High Street. He took 
the turn too widely and crashed 
into the fence that borders Lincoln 
Park. He fled from the vehicle, but 
witnesses pursued him through the 
park. They called 911 and Alameda 
Police Department officers arrived 
and placed the driver under arrest. 

The city contracted Williams 
Welding to make repairs. The col-
lision damaged not only the fence 
but the retaining wall and its cast 
iron covers as well. “Pete Calahen 
is repairing the fence on-site 

because it’s so heavy,” owner Kim 
Williams said. “We’re repairing the 
covers at our shop.” The damaged 
portion of the fence weighs some 
1,700 pounds. 

Alameda Museum Curator 
George Gunn writes that architect 
Charles H. Foster, who later built 
the Carnegie Library on Santa Clara 
Avenue with his son, designed the 
fence in 1879. He employed a pair 
of Oakland blacksmiths, Leopold 
Frauneder and William Morck, to 
fashion his creation. The pair also 
worked as locksmiths and bell 
hangers, Gunn says. 

The fence defined the western 
boundary of Robert R. Thompson’s 

estate. His palatial home once 
stood on the property. 

Thompson Avenue — the site 
of Thompson’s Artesian Water 
Works — bears his name. He sup-
plied water to the City of Alameda. 
Like other wealthy residents in 
Alameda, Thompson opposed any 
tax levies, including taxes to pay 
for the city’s fire department. He 
told everyone who would listen 
that he had no need for the fire 
department. Ironically, on Aug. 
18, 1884, Thompson stood by and 
watched his stately mansion burn.

The fence survived and today 
serves to define the entrance to 
Lincoln Park.

Building 5 was a 
set workshop and 
office for film-
ing parts of the 
movie The Matrix 
Reloaded.
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Sindhu Ananthavel
The City of Alameda’s Climate 

Action and Resiliency Plan (CARP) 
adopted by City Council on July 16 
marks an enormous step toward 
sustainability and combating cli-
mate change. The plan focuses on 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 
increasing climate resilience and 
addresses one of Alameda’s most 
pressing issues: sea-level rise. 

One of the areas at highest risk 
for flooding lies in the vicinity of 
the Webster and Posey tubes, with 
expected flooding of a minimum of 
36 inches. 

“The area is of particular impor-
tance because the tubes give access 
to and from Alameda,” Director of 
Public Works Liam Garland said. 
“There are also several residential 
senior facilities and commercial 
buildings close to the shoreline.” 

There are three separate plans 
for adaptation, extending from 
within the next 5 years (short 
term), 5 to 10 years (midterm), and 
more than 10 years (long term).

n For the short term, CARP 

highlights designing seawall expan-
sions to protect from major storms, 
speaking with private landowners 
about flood protection and devel-
oping evacuation plans for the resi-
dential facilities in the area. 

n For the mid term, flood proof-
ing will be required at critical 
inland facilities, existing seawalls 
will be expanded, and public trails 
or open space will be modified for 
temporary flooding.

n For the long term, the city will 
develop a northern waterfront strat-
egy to change policies and limit land 
development near the shoreline.

This adaptation planning is not 
exclusive to the Webster and Posey 
tubes, and specialized plans have 
been developed for priority areas 
such as Crown Beach, Towata Park 
and Eastshore Drive. CARP was cre-
ated solely in the interest of protect-
ing Alameda’s residents and strength-
ening the city’s climate resilience. 
The focus on the Webster and Posey 
Tubes exemplifies both objectives.

Sindhu Ananthavel is an 
Alameda Sun intern.

Fred Fago

Stephen McDonald won 
the 2018 PAPO best in 
show honors with “Dan’s 
Produce.”

Plein Air Event on Tap


