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A Weekend Filled with Celebrations

Richard Bangert
Pres. Barack Obama’s 2016 bud-

get proposal includes $70 million 
for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs (VA) clinic and columbarium 
at Alameda Point. If approved by 
Congress, the money would go to-
ward site work, utilities, geotechni-
cal work, and wetlands mitigation. 
But the VA is facing a backlash in 
Congress over an astronomical 
cost overrun of nearly $1 billion 
at its new hospital facility being 
built in Aurora, Colo., near Denver. 
Whether this will affect Alameda 
Point is yet to be seen.

The House of Representatives 
cut the president’s VA construction 
budget in half. The Senate has re-
fused to go along with the cut. The 
president has threatened to veto 
the bill if the VA cuts come to his 
desk.

Representative Phil Roe of Ten-
nessee delivered scathing remarks 
during a House hearing on the bill 
in April. “How many doctors and 
nurses could have been hired with 
$1 billion that the VA’s Office of 
Construction & Facilities Manage-
ment has set fire to?” said Roe. He 
went on to name three other VA 

projects that are wildly over budget 
in Orlando, New Orleans and Las 
Vegas. “If this is the performance 
we should expect, the VA really has 
no business being in the construc-
tion industry.”

One thing the House and Senate 
agree on is that future construction 
projects costing over $250 million, 
including the one in Colorado, will 
be turned over to the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers for construction 
oversight. The initial cost projec-
tion for the Alameda Point project 
is $210 million and, thus, will re-
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The Department of Veterans Affairs plans to build a clinic and columbarium on the 
site of the former Naval Air Station runways at Alameda Point. Congressional back-
lash over how the VA is managing construction projects elsewhere in the country 
could jeopardize these plans.  

VA Project Tangled 
in Budget Struggle
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By Fernanda Castro 
Spread out over the Island this past weekend 

both well-established and brand-new events 
were held. Besides the well known Park Street 
Art & Wine Faire and Alameda Fire Department 
(AFD) Pancake Breakfast, the new Stargell Plaza 
was dedicated on the West End, and the Bay 
Area Radio Museum hosted Radio Day.

AFD Pancake Breakfast 
On Sunday, July 26, community mem-

bers and firefighters shared breakfast and 
laughter at the 19th annual Alameda Fire 
Department’s pancake breakfast. Vintage 
and modern firetrucks were out for dis-
play, inviting curious children to ring the 
bells and take photos at the wheel. 

With the help of the generous dona-
tions of local businesses, attendees could 
participate in a raffle with a chance vari-
ous prizes. This year’s grand prizes were 
two bicycles, donated by Alameda Bicycle 
and Cycle City, and a weekend getaway to 
Harvey’s Lake Tahoe. Kathi Honegger and 
Alameda firefighter Jason Edwards won 
the bicycles while Rick Murray, Jr. won the 
Harvey’s trip. 

Over its 19 years, the annual pancake 
breakfast has raised more than $100,000 
to support local charities, such as the 

Mike Lano

Former teammates of Wilver “Willie” Stargell at Encinal High School 
gathered to celebrate the opening of a new plaza in his honor at the 
new Alameda Landing development.
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Photos by Fernanda Castro

Top: Pancake Breakfast organizer Fire Captain Rick Murray pulls a 
winning raffle ticket. Above, a scene from the Art & Wine Faire.

Rongjian “Eddie” Yu

Saturday was Radio Day by the Bay in Alameda. These and other vin-
tage radios, demonstrations and live performances were the focus. 

Sun Staff Reports
On Wednesday, July 22, the 

Alameda Unified School District 
(AUSD) Board of Education voted 
to appoint Gray Harris to the seat 
left empty when Niel Tam passed 
away on May 24. 

Harris taught elementary 
school for six years in Alameda 
and served as president of the 
Alameda Education Association, 
the union that represents Alam-
eda teachers. Harris was one of 

five candidates who applied for 
Tam’s seat. Hazel Lau, Michael 
McMahon, Anne McKereghan and 
Dorota Sawicka also applied for 
the position. 

The board interviewed each of 
the candidates and each addressed 
the board on July 22. Harris won 
the seat by a 4-1 vote with board 
member Gary Lym casting his vote 
for McKereghan. 

Harris will stand for election 
next year.

School Board Seats Harris

City Council Vets Pair of 
New Rent Ordinances

Sun Staff Reports

BART Closures Coming Up

BART will be suspending all 
transbay train service for five days 
in early August and September. 
No trains will run through the 
Transbay Tube on the weekends 
of Aug. 1 and 2, and Sept. 5, 6 
and 7, in order to perform critical 
track maintenance. The dates were 

chosen due to the low number of 
expected riders on those days.

A substantial “bus bridge” is 
planned for passengers travel-
ling between Oakland and San 
Francisco during both weekends.

The remainder of the BART sys-
tem will operate under a modified 
schedule and service plan that will 
maintain the normal weekend ser-
vice whenever possible. 

Live@the Library 
Tickets on Sale Monday

Tickets go on sale next Monday, 
Aug. 3, for the seventh season of 
Live@the Library, a concert series 
that brings some of the Bay Area’s 
top names in jazz and American 
music to Alameda. 

This year two of the concerts 
will be at the Main Library. The 
third concert will be at Rhythmix 
Cultural Works. Proceeds from the 
series benefit the Alameda Free 
Library Foundation, which raises 
money for the long-term support 
of Alameda’s libraries.

This year’s Saturday evening 
lineup includes Miss Faye Carol 
Quintet on Sept. 26; the Ed Reed 
Quintet on Oct. 24 and the Maria 
Muldaur Quartet on Nov. 21. Tick-
ets can be purchased individually 
at $35; a three-concert series tick-
et costs $90. 

Tickets will be available at 
Books Inc., 1344 Park St., Dewey’s 

Amy Chu
At its July 21 meeting the City 

Council introduced a pair of rent-re-
lated ordinances. The first involved 
giving some teeth to the city’s Rent 
Review Advisory Committee, while 
the second concerned the review of 
rent increases.

Renting is a convenient and 
affordable option for residents 
who do not wish to purchase 
their own property. Renters pay a 
fixed monthly amount to property 
owners rather than hundreds of 
thousands for their own property. 
Because of this, 
many Alamedans 
choose to rent in-
stead of buy. 

As the city 
attracts more 
residents and 
times change, 
property owners 
are known to in-
crease the rent 
by outrageous 
amounts. There 
are numerous 
cases here of 
landlords significantly raising rent 
on tenants. Some have received 
up to 50 percent rent increases 
with little or no notice. Unable 
to afford the increased rent, resi-
dents are displaced and forced to 
find another place to live.

Property owners understand 
the demand for housing, which is 
why some are eager to raise rents 
by incomparable amounts. If cur-
rent residents are unable to pay the 
desired amount, landlords know 
that there are people waiting in the 
wings to pony up. 

Housing is already a problem-
atic matter in the Bay Area. As 
more jobs become available and 
the working class expands, there is 
not enough housing or the existing 
housing is too expensive. 

Two years ago, Angela Hock-
about experienced a significant rent 
increase at her former residence 
when her rent increased by $450. 
The increase caused Hockabout 
and her family of four to move in 
with her mother-in-law.

When this happened, Hock-
about created the Alameda 
Renters Coalition, a community 
that fights against unfair rent 
increases and landlords taking 
advantage of their tenants. The 
coalition publicizes the stories 
of residents, supports those go-
ing through housing displace-
ment due to rent increases and 
provides resources to housing 
organizations that support ten-
ant’s rights.

Rent control is a popular topic 
among the renting community. It 
prevents landlords from increasing 

tenants’ rents significantly but also 
taxes property owners. To renters, 
rent control is a way of ensuring 
safety in their residence. 

The same evening the City 
Council was discussing the issue 
of rents in the Island City, the city 
of Richmond became the first in 
Contra Costa County to pass a 
measure on rent control. In its ap-
proved ordinance, landlords are 
limited to an annual rent increase 
equal to the rise in the Consumer 
Price Index for the San Francisco-
Oakland-San Jose region, which 

recently rose by 
2.3 percent.

Tenants To-
gether is a state-
wide organiza-
tion for renters’ 
rights. Comment-
ing on the city 
of Richmond’s 
decision, Dean 
Preston, the ex-
ecutive director, 
expressed the im-
portance of rent 
control. “Rent 

control is a successful and cost-
effective way for cities to prevent 
displacement and stabilize neigh-
borhoods,” he said. 

Opponents of rent control be-
lieve that landlords should not 
pay the cost for the acts of cer-
tain inconsiderate landlords.  Don 
Lindsey, one of the city’s biggest 
landlords, has convinced others to 
reduce the price of rent that threat-
en residents. “We’ve been very 
successful telling owners to slow 
down and try to be a little more un-
derstanding of people who are rent-
ing,” Lindsey said. 

At its July 21 meeting, City 
Council and members of the pub-
lic discussed the Rent Review 
Advisory Committee (RRAC) or-
dinance. RRAC holds hearings 
for conflict between renters and 
property owners. The committee 
listens to tenants and provides in-
put for cases. 

Because RRAC’s recommenda-
tions are not enforceable, land-
lords can easily dismiss them. 
City resident and renter, Annette 
Zielinski, took her case to RRAC 
when her landlord raised the 
monthly rent by 20 percent and 
came close to evicting her when 
she could not comply. The com-
mittee suggested a reasonable 
10 percent increase along with 
letting Zielinski stay. The land-
lord extended Zielinski’s lease 
but pushed for the full 20 percent  
increase.

The new ordinance would 
require landlords to at-
tend RRAC’s hearings and 

News in Brief
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As more jobs 
become available 
and the working 
class expands, 
there is not 
enough housing 
or the existing 
housing is too 
expensive. 
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