
Vol. 16 b No. 46
July 27, 2017

Alameda Sun 
is a publication of  

Stellar Media Group, Inc. 
3215J Encinal Ave. 
Alameda, CA 94501

News: (510) 263-1470
Ads: (510) 263-1471
Fax: (510) 263-1473

CONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS  .  .  .  . 2
PUZZLES & KIDS  .  .  .  .  . 4
SPORTS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5
OPINION  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
CLASSIFIED   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7
OBITUARIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7
LOCAL HAPPENINGS  .  . 8
Art & Wine Faire Program  .  .Inside

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 06:08 20:23
July 28 06:09 20:22
July 29 06:10 20:21
July 30 06:11 20:20
July 31 06:12 20:19
Aug. 1 06:13 20:18
Aug. 2 06:13 20:17
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JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko

Plein Aire Paintout and other 
colorful events coming up.

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
Events calendar    Page 8

SPORTS
Track and Field       Page 5
Time to get on track with local 

club’s fundraiser.

Middle school teacher selected 
for special study of the Pacific.

KIDS PAGE
Science cruise       Page 4

Lots of fun on the puzzles 
page this week. 

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Maze and more    Page 4

Visit us Online at 
www.                      .com

Like or Friend us
on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter 
at Alameda_Sun

HOMETOWN
NEWS
Fire Wire   
Page 2
Police Blotter  
Page 3

All the doings  
of Island safety 
& law personnel

Locally Owned, Community Oriented

HAPPY WALK YOUR 
HOUSEPLANT DAY

Sun Staff Reports
The City of Alameda is pro-

viding two discounted taxi pro-
grams for seniors and people 
with disabilities: Premium 
and Medical Return Trip 
Improvement Program (MRTIP). 

Vouchers for the premi-
um program cost $1.50 each. 
Enrolled riders can use this 
service for different trips like 
shopping and doctor appoint-
ments. The premium program 

is available to residents of 
Alameda that are 70 years old 
or older, are enrolled with East 
Bay Paratransit and individuals 
are limited to a maximum of 
30 premium taxi vouchers every 
three months. 

Vouchers for the MRTIP 
cost $2.50 each and are avail-
able to Alameda residents who 
are enrolled with East Bay 
Paratransit. The MRTIP pro-
vides a taxi ride home after a 

medical appointment anywhere 
in Alameda County and riders 
are limited to a maximum of 
10 MRTIP Taxi Vouchers per 
month. 

Vouchers are sold on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
between 9 a.m. and noon at 
the Mastick Senior Center, 1155 
Santa Clara Ave. 

For more information on the 
taxi ride discounts, visit www.
AlamedaParatransit.com.

City Offers Discount Taxi Rides

Edgar Zamora

From left to right: Rajiv Sharma, owner of First American Transit/Welcome 
Taxi; LaTanya Wilson, taxi driver for First American Transit/Welcome Taxi; 
Millie Lum, taxi program participant and Mastick Senior Center volunteer; and, 
Victoria Williams, paratransit coordinator for the City of Alameda.

Sun Staff Reports

Posey Tube to Close For 
Electrical Work

The California Department 
of transportation (Caltrans) 
announced that the Posey Tube 
will be closed next week for electri-
cal work. The Posey Tube leaving 
Alameda will be closed on Monday, 
July 31, from 10 p.m. to 4:30 a.m.; 
on Tuesday, Aug. 1, from 10 p.m. to 
4:30 a.m. and Wednesday, Aug. 2, 
from 10 p.m. to 4:30 a.m. For more 
information about tube closures, 
call 286-3947.

Poet to Read Latest Work
Alameda poet, Andrena 

Zawinski, recently released a new 
poetry collection titled Landings. 
In Landings, Zawinski showcases 
issues such as the worldwide con-
dition of women, immigrants and 
the working class. Zawinski will 
read from her book as part of the 
Alameda Island Poets event at 
the Frank Bette 
Center for the 
Arts 1601 Paru St. 
from 7 to 9 p.m. 
on Thursday, 
Aug. 3. 

She has pub-
lished two previ-
ous poetry col-
lections, written 
four chapbooks and edited Turning 
a Train of thought Upside Down: An 
Anthology of Women’s Poetry. 

For more information, see www.
frankbettecenter.org/featured-
poets.html.

Playhouse Appoints New 
Artistic Director 

Alameda’s long-standing per-
forming arts center, Altarena 
Playhouse, recently announced 
Sue Trigg will begin serving as 
artistic director starting Tuesday, 
Aug. 1. Trigg has worked with the 
theater company since 1986, hav-

ing directed and performed more 
than 10 shows for Altarena. Trigg 
will work with the board of direc-
tors to lead the playhouse into its 
80th season. 

Film Screening Set for 
National Women’s Day

The League of Women Voters 
of Alameda will present a spe-
cial screening of 
Girl Rising, an 
award-winning 
d o c u m e n t a r y 
that tells the 
stories of seven 
girls in seven 
countries who 
face seeming-
ly insurmountable obstacles to 
their dreams of attending school. 
But they prevail. Each story is 
created by a woman writer from 
that country and narrated by 
Hollywood stars. 

The screening has been set to 
coincide with National Women’s 
Day, Wednesday, Aug. 9, from 2:30 
to 4:30 p.m. at the Alameda Free 
Library, Stafford Room, 1550 Oak 
St. The event is co-sponsored 
by LWVA, Girls Inc. of the Island 
City, AAUW, and Friends of the 
Alameda Free Library in celebra-
tion of National Women’s Day. 

Visit girlrising.com for more 
information on the film and the 
global project to support girls’ edu-
cation.

Citizens Task Force to Meet
The Alameda Citizens Task 

Force will hold a membership 
meeting Wednesday, Aug. 2, at 7 
p.m. in the conference room at 
Alameda Hospital located at 2070 
Clinton Ave.

The topic will focus on a discus-
sion for community improvement 
ideas for the coming period. All are 
invited to join the meeting. 

For more information, call 846-
5465.

News in Brief

Planning Approves 
Encinal Terminals

Tire Shop Stirs 
Controversy

Public Art Discussion Postponed Once Again
Sun Staff Reports

In a recurring theme at Pub-
lic Art Commission meetings, the 
July 19 special meeting to discuss 
changes to the City of Alameda’s 
Public Art Ordinance was post-
poned due to lack of quorum. The 

new meeting date has been sched-
uled for Wednesday, Aug. 2 at 6 
p.m., in Council Chambers, City Hall 
third floor, 2263 Santa Clara Ave.   

In lieu of the July 19 meeting, 
staff held a community meeting 
to provide information and gather 

Ekene Ikeme
The City Council voted to 

uphold a Planning Board decision 
to terminate a conditional use per-
mit prohibiting any future automo-
tive repair and tire sales business 
to operate at 1200 Park St. during 
its July 18 meeting.

The Council voted to revoke 
Conditional Use Permit 88-36 4-1 
with Councilmember Jim Oddie 
casting the sole opposing vote. 

The Garfinkle family has owned 
the property since the 1920s. They 
lease the property to the current 
business operator Big Discount Tire 
Pros. The decision will prevent the 
Garfinkles from selling the property to 
Big O Tires after Big Discount moves 
into its new location at 1835 Oak St. 
when its lease expires on July 31.

Representatives at Big O Tires 
spoke at the meeting to assure the 
Council they would not violate the 
use permit like their predecessors. 
They even “proposed and offered 
to accept and comply with an addi-
tional condition that will subject 
them to monetary penalties” if it 
violated the permit. 

The council voted to revoke the 
permit anyway. The Council deter-
mined the business “is not con-
sistent with the zoning ordinance 
of the City of Alameda” and “the 
property has been used in repeated 
and continued violation of the con-

ditions of the use permit,” according 
to a city staff memorandum. 

The main violation is con-
dition number three that states 
“Applicant’s business vehicles shall 
be stored on the site and not the 
adjacent residential streets.” 

Residents and adjacent business 
owners have complained that the 
company’s staff have used residen-
tial parking areas to park its custom-
ers’ vehicles. Twenty-one residents 
signed a petition opposing the opera-
tion of a future automotive repair 
business at the site. The Garfinkles 
attested that many businesses do 
this. Representatives of Big O believe 
they are being punished for violations 
they did not commit. Planning board 
member Lorre Zuppan said at the 
May 8 meeting that this is not just 
about parking, but about compliance. 

The current permit was last 
revised in 1989. With the upholding 
of the termination, Council said the 
current use permit will terminate 
60 days after the July 18 meeting. 

This will not affect Big Discount 
Tire Pros. They have been plan-
ning to leave the site since pur-
chasing the Oak Street location in 
Nov. 2015. Big O Tires became Big 
Discount Tire Pros after the Big O 
Corporation and the 1200 Park St. 
franchise owner had a disagree-
ment about moving to the Oak 
Street location.

Sun Staff Reports
Reports of a man with a gun on 

Pearl Street and a carjacker on the 
loose on Webster precipitated a pair 
of shelters-in-place last week. Alame-
da Police Department (APD) received 
a call about an armed man entering a 
home on the 900 block of Pearl Street 
last Friday around 11:45 p.m. Police 
issued a shelter in place for several 
blocks of Pearl Street and Otis Drive 
near the incident. 

Then, on Monday, a carjacker led 

police on a wild chase from San Le-
andro through East Oakland and into 
Alameda by way of the Webster Tube. 
The strong-armed thief escaped from 
the stolen vehicle in a parking lot on 
Webster Street. APD issued a shelter-
in-place for portions of Eagle, Buena 
Vista and Lincoln avenues. 

APD later lifted both shelters-
in-place without incidents. Police 
determined no one had committed 
any crime on Pearl Street. The al-
leged carjacker remains at large.

APD Orders Shelters in Place

feedback about the “Art in City 
Hall” program. At the community’s 
request, the items on the regular 
agenda regarding final revisions and 
the evaluation process for the Pub-
lic Art Fund Request for Proposals 
were held for discussion at a future 
Public Art Commission meeting.

The agenda for the Aug. 2 meet-
ing is available on the city’s web-
site and is largely the same as the 
planned July 19 meeting agenda.

Dennis Evanosky
With a vote of 4-2, the Planning 

Board sent the plans for redevelop-
ing Encinal Terminals off to the City 
Council, its final destination before 
Tim Lewis Communities’ North Wa-
terfront Cove LLC, can begin rede-
veloping the property that played a 
pioneering role in the development 
of containerized shipping. This rev-
olutionary system of cargo handling 
got it first West Coast use at a ter-
minal on this site by Matson Lines 
in 1958. 

The developer envisions di-
rect public access to the shore-
line, including boat launches and 
waterfront steps; a mixed-density 
residential neighborhood that in-
cludes townhomes, stacked flats 
and live-work lofts, along with a mix 

of shops, restaurants and offices on 
Clement Avenue and along the wa-
terfront.

The approved plans call for 
North Waterfront Cove, LLC, to ex-
tend Clement Avenue from Grand 
Street, to Atlantic Avenue using 
the old railroad right of way on the 
north side of the long-shuttered Del 
Monte warehouse once traversed 
by the Alameda Belt Line.

This would allow the rerouting 
of truck traffic from Buena Vista 
Avenue, something the City says 
will fulfill a long-term objective to 
improve the quality of life in the 
neighborhood.

The proposal will also provide 
the neighborhood with seven acres 
of new public waterfront open 
space. This would include a water-
front promenade and the Bay Trail 
traversing Encinal Terminals’ pe-
rimeter. 

The City and the developer have 
agreed on a density bonus and the 
Planning Board has approved these 
numbers.  Zoning regulations allow 
up to 491 multifamily residential 
units at Encinal Terminals. Howev-
er the developer proposes to build 
79 affordable homes. These would 
include 

n Twenty-five housing units af-
fordable to very-low income house-
holds, making up 5 percent of the 
total; 

n Twenty housing units that 
low-income households could af-
ford, or 4 percent of the total

n Thirty-four units of affordable 
to moderate-income households, 
making up 7 percent. 

These numbers qualify the proj-
ect for a 20 percent density bonus 
and allows North Waterfront Cove, 
LLC, to build 589 units, instead of 
the permitted 491 units. 

Conditions that the Planning 
Board imposed on its approval 
limited building heights in the de-
velopment. Heights of buildings 
within 50 feet of Clement Avenue 
cannot exceed 40 feet. This limit 
reflects the heights of buildings at 
adjacent developments on Clem-
ent. The Planning Board limited the 
waterfront face of buildings to 40 
feet within 50 feet of the waterfront 
promenade to the west and north. 
In addition height limits must en-
sure that building heights step 
down to the waterfront.

In December 2014, the City ap-
proved Tim Lewis Communities’ 
plans to redevelop adjacent prop-
erty occupied by the former Del 
Monte warehouse with 380 dwell-
ing units and 30,000 square feet of 
commercial space. Construction is 
underway at that site. 

If all goes as scheduled, the City 
Council will consider the Encinal 
Terminals project in September. 

City of Alameda

With Planning Board approval, plans for Encinal Terminals are firming up. The devel-
opment will include mixed-use commercial-residential (1), a maritime market hall (4); 
townhomes (5); a small-craft launch (7) and the marina (8).


