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Date Rise Set
Today 6:06 20:25
July 26 6:07 20:24
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July 28 6:09 20:22
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July 30 6:10 20:21
July 31 6:11 20:20

Betty Young

The 35th annual Art & Wine 
Faire and lots more coming up.
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Printing out new homes for 
those fresh out of prison.

Anti-waste program celebrates 
local success stories.
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Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!
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All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Marla Koss
The ongoing partner project 

between the Alameda Sun and 
Alameda Backyard Growers, 
Project Tree, now in its second 
phase, has continued to benefit 
Alameda residents interested in 
planting trees. The first phase in 
2017 offered a limited variety of 
fruit or shade trees gratis. Phase 
two offered each Alameda resident 
who attended a tree-care work-
shop a coupon with a redemption 
value of $25 off the price of one 
tree at either of the town’s local 
nurseries. 

Both Encinal and Ploughshares 
nurseries agreed to take part in 
the program. Coupons were issued 
at Alameda Backyard Growers’ 
two workshops on Jan. 26 and 
March 3. The workshops ran for 
one-and-a-half hours and included 
a presentation and materials on 
choosing a tree, proper tree place-
ment, planting and general care. 

The workshops drew at least 25 
attendees each.

Downloadable PDFs of the work-
shop materials are available for the 
community to reference at https://
alamedabackyardgrowers.org/ 
projects/projecttree.

Topics include: choosing a fruit 
tree for an Alameda yard; fruit tree 
care; plants resistant or suscep-
tible to oak root fungus; trees that 
do well in Alameda; tips for plant-
ing a tree and the tree owner’s 
manual.

The reverse of the coupon laid 
out the restrictions and limitations. 
The value of coupons redeemed 
was an estimated $825; 45 recipi-
ents redeemed their coupons. Both 
nurseries have been fully recom-
pensed.

To contribute to, or for more 
information on the Alameda Sun’s 
tree-planting project administered 
by the Alameda Backyard Growers, 
write to ekos@alamedasun.com.

Tree Project Report

Artists: Point Builder 
Seeking Proposals

Sun Staff Reports
Local artists may submit quali-

fications to create public artwork 
to be incorporated at two loca-
tions within Alameda Point’s Site 
A development project. The multi-
phase project, which will include 
approximately 15 acres of public 
parks and waterfront plaza, is 
expected to contain two public art 
installations. 

“Alameda Point Partners (APP) 
is inviting artists to create pieces 
that will highlight the site’s unique 
attributes, provide a cultural ben-
efit to the community and cre-
ate a unique sense of place at 
Alameda Point,” said Stephanie 
Hill, a spokesperson for the devel-
oper. “We are excited to work with 
the selected artists and encourage 
both local and regional artists to 
submit their qualifications.”

The city has approved two loca-
tions for artwork. One public art 
concept will be installed at the 
“gateway” to the former Naval Air 
Station and the new Alameda Point 
community. The median or western 
corner of the intersection of Main 

Street and West Atlantic Avenue has 
been identified as a preferred loca-
tion for the art installation. A sec-
ond public art piece will be located 
in the Waterfront Park, a 6.7-acre 
area fronting Seaplane Lagoon with 
views of the San Francisco skyline. 
An exact location for the artwork 
has not been determined. 

Selected artwork must have a 
more than 50-year expected life-
span; be durable and able to with-
stand elements such high wind, 
saltwater, direct sun, rain and seis-
mic activity; safe and not likely to 
cause injury; and require minimal 
maintenance and programming. 
Acceptable artworks include, but 
are not limited to: sculpture, mural, 
mixed media, mosaic, crafts or 
restored artifacts. 

The deadline for the Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) submissions 
is Wednesday, Sept. 18. An evalu-
ation panel selected by APP will 
review the submissions. APP will 
work with selected artists to refine 
proposals and budgets. Selections 
will be announced by Oct. 25. The 
installation of the artwork is slated 

for the second quarter of 2020.
Selected artwork will be subject 

to the application and approval 
process detailed in Section 30.98.6 
from the City of Alameda’s Public 
Art Ordinance. This includes 
review and approval by the City of 
Alameda Public Art Commission. 
APP will assist selected artists or 
organizations with this process. 

All questions related to this 
RFQ must be emailed to jjulian@
tcr.com by 5 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 
9. Responses to all questions will 
be distributed via email by Friday, 
Aug. 16. Send an email to the same 
address to sign up to receive noti-
fications including updates and 
answers to inquiries.

The development will include 
the adaptive reuse of many historic 
Navy buildings complemented by 
thoughtfully designed new con-
struction. The full Site A develop-
ment plan, which includes render-
ings, preliminary vision for artwork 
and additional details on public 
art locations, is available at www.
alamedaca.gov/departments/base-
reuse-alameda-point.

Council Moves Forward
Divided community response reflects 
attitudes toward Council’s legal fees

Ekene Ikeme
At its July 16 meeting, the City 

Council agreed with all four find-
ings in the Alameda County Grand 
Jury 2018-2019 report regarding the 
2017 Alameda Fire Chief hiring pro-
cess investigation. Mayor Marilyn 
Ezzy Ashcraft, Vice Mayor John 
Knox White and Councilmember 
Tony Daysog voted to agree to the 
findings. Councilmembers Malia 
Vella and Jim Oddie recused them-
selves from the discussion. 

The most severe of the four find-
ings was Finding 19-4 that states “two 
Councilmembers did interfere with 
the City Manager’s ability to conduct 
an open and transparent recruitment 
for a new Fire Chief.” It was one 
of the first times members of the 
Council publicly acknowledged Vella 
and Oddie’s actions had violated of 
the Alameda City Charter.

“We cannot pretend that these 
series of events did not happen,” 
said Ashcraft. “The only way to bring 
closure is to address the issue head 
on. The cost to the city was not just 
financial. Public trust in government 
was diminished, and our city’s repu-
tation has been tarnished.”

The three remaining Council-
members wanted the meeting to 
signify the end of this two-year 
ordeal: “This is the end of the pro-
cess,” said Knox White.

The three other findings 
included: Finding 19-1: The City 
of Alameda’s failure to provide 
Councilmembers with adequate 
training upon first being elected 
to City Council as well as annual 
training on governance; Finding 
19-2: The City Charter fails to pro-
vide enforcement mechanisms 
when Councilmembers and staff 
violate provisions of the Charter 
and Finding 19-3: Councilmember 
Vella and Oddie were allowed to 
participate in the editing of the 
outside investigator’s report.

The city was required to respond 
to the Grand Jury’s findings and 
recommendations within 90 days 
of receiving the report on June 24. 
The Council responded to the report 
in a letter that was crafted at the 
meeting. The letter was addressed 
to Alameda County Superior Court 
Judge Wynne Carvill. In the letter, the 
three Councilmembers, along with 

city staff, detailed how they would 
implement the recommendations the 
Grand Jury proposed in their report.

Recommendation 19-1: The 
Alameda City Council must establish 
policies for mandating initial training 
and orientation and ongoing annu-
al training for elected officials and 
senior staff related to ethics and gov-
ernance. The Council stated it would 
“implement strategies and develop a 
work plan for implementation.” 

Recommendation 19-2: City 
Council must investigate possible 
Charter or Municipal Code amend-
ments. In response, Ashcraft estab-
lished a City Charter Subcommittee, 
consisting of Vice Mayor Knox 
White and Councilmember Daysog, 
to review the City Charter. The 
subcommittee will also create a 
proposal delineating the specific 
types of conduct that constitutes 
a violation of Charter section 7-3.

Recommendation 19-4: City 
Council and staff should must 
develop and implement a code of 
conduct and Councilmember hand-
book. The Council stated it would 
develop a recommendation for the 
code of conduct within six months 
and the handbook within one year.

Finding 19-3: The Council 
should adopt a policy stating that 
Councilmembers who knowingly 
violate ethical codes of conduct or 
Charter provisions may not seek 
reimbursement for related legal 
representation. The Council stated 
it would come up with a recommen-
dation within the next four months.

The question of whether the 
city should pay $200,000 for Vella 
and Oddie’s legal fees was briskly 
discussed among the public speak-
ers at the meeting. 

“They deserve to have their 
legal expenses paid,” said resident 
Zac Bowling. “It would set a bad 
precedent. At my job, I’m not per-
sonally liable if I make a mistake. I 
don’t have to burden that expense.”

Alameda resident Steve Slauson 
disagreed. “They damaged the 
integrity of the city government,” 
he said. “They have insulted the 
people of Alameda by asking us to 
pay for their attorney fees to cover 
the cost of their unlawful conduct.”

More than 20 people spoke at 
the meeting. 

Courtesy photo

Alameda Point Partners plans to have public art grace the shared plazas between 
buildings at Site A. The developer is seeking proposals from artists now.

Apollo 11 Anniversary Has Island City Connection
Dennis Evanosky

This week, USS Hornet (CV 12) 
marked the 50th anniversary of its 
participation in the Apollo 11 mis-
sion as the “prime recovery ship.” 
According to Robert Pearlman’s www.
collectspace.com, the Navy selected 
USS Hornet on June 1, 1969, for the 
important role of retrieving lunar 
astronauts Neil Armstrong, Michael 
Collins and Edward Eugene “Buzz” 
Aldrin from the Pacific Ocean after the 
trio splashed down on July 24.  

USS Hornet received its orders 
while moored at Long Beach Naval 
Base. The Navy stationed the car-
rier there on May 13, 1969, after it 
returned from service off the waters 
of Japan. From mid-June to mid-July 
1969, the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) and the 
Navy prepared USS Hornet for deploy-
ment to the Apollo 11 target area. 

According to NASA’s Apollo 
11 Mission Support, this included 
organizing the mission’s air sup-
port: four Navy Sea King helicop-
ters, three E-1B aircraft, three 
Apollo range instrumentation air-
craft and two HC-130 rescue aircraft 
from Hickam Air Force Base.

“The hard work spilled over onto 
the ship, where the more than 2,000 
personnel made sure the Hornet 
was in tip-top shape for the arrival 
of President Richard Nixon,” Larry 
Zetterberg told the Salem (Ore.) 
Statesman Journal. 

NASA originally planned for the 
astronauts to splash down near 
Johnston Island, about 800 miles from 
Hawaii. However, the night before 
splashdown, a storm rolled in and the 
recovery site was moved 250 miles.

“The Hornet had to hustle to 
get into position, and overcast skies 
made navigation a challenge when 
the ship’s automatic positioning sys-
tem went down,” Zetterberg, who 
was aboard Air Boss, one of the E-1B 
planes, told the Statesman Journal. 

Both the Hornet and re-entry ves-
sel Columbia were in position in the 
early morning hours of July 24, 1969. 
“Dawn was just breaking when USS 

Hornet spotted the Columbia enter-
ing some clouds nine minutes before 
splashdown,” Hamish Lindsay wrote 
in Tracking Apollo to the Moon. 

When Columbia came into view 
again, the spacecraft with its pre-
cious cargo was “swinging gently 
under its three parachutes,” Lindsay 
wrote. Trouble arose when the 
spacecraft landed upside down with 
the astronauts hanging head down. 
It took the floatation bags almost 
eight minutes to flip Columbia over 

allowing access to the astronauts.
By then, four helicopters from 

USS Hornet had almost reached the 
spacecraft. The first two carried 
swimmers and recovery equipment. 
The third had a photo platform, 
while the fourth helicopter carried 
the decontamination swimmer and 
the flight surgeon. This team brought 
the astronauts safely aboard USS 
Hornet. On Aug. 1, 1969, the carrier 
returned to Long Beach flying a ban-
ner that read “Hornet Plus 3.” 

From the Alameda Sun collection

A copy of the San Francisco Chronicle from exactly 
50 years ago today. The caption under the photo 
reads: “Neil Armstrong, first man to walk on the moon, 
aboard the aircraft carrier Hornet, July 24, 1969.” 
Note the button on Armstrong’s lapel celebrating that 
the three Apollo 11 astronauts had come aboard safely.

Sun Staff Reports
Following an extensive search, 

the City of Alameda announced 
last week it has hired Girard 
“Gerry” Beaudin as the new assis-
tant city manager. Beaudin comes 
to Alameda with more than 17 
years of professional experience, 
most recently as the community 
development director for the City 
of Pleasanton. 

Alameda’s assistant city man-
ager serves as a vital member of 
the executive management team, 
and has a very high level of vis-
ibility and interaction with offi-
cials, department heads, com-
munity groups, business leaders 
and residents. 

Beaudin will work closely 
with the City Manager Eric Levitt 
to provide leadership and cre-

ative approaches to the city’s 
short and long-term goals, and 
to address a wide variety of 
complex daily operational chal-
lenges. Beaudin will focus on 
the facilitation and coordination 
of cross-departmental projects 
and responsibilities as well as 
provide oversight and support 
to a group of city departments. 
When applicable, the assistant 
city manager will serve as acting 
city manager.

Beaudin’s appointment as 
assistant city manager will com-
mence Monday, Aug. 26, at an 
annual salary of $227,418. 

Amy Wooldridge who has 
been serving as interim assis-
tant city manager will now 
return to her primary role as the 
Recreation and Parks Director.

New Asst. CM Selected


