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News in Brief
John W. Berger

Aug. 6, 1920 – July 12, 2015
The USS Hornet Museum’s 

Chaplain John Berger passed away 
on July 12. He would have celebrat-
ed his 95th birthday 
on Aug. 6. Berger 
was one of the very 
first USS Hornet 
Museum support-
ers. He donated to 
the museum not 
just financially, but 
also with countless 
volunteer hours at 
many events. 

Berger held the 
museum’s Sunday 
chapel services for the last 18 
years. He felt very much at home 
aboard the Hornet. In 1952, he com-
pleted his seminary training at the 
Pacific School of Religion in Berke-
ley. He served as the Hornet’s chap-
lain that same year. 

Berger pursued a very distin-
guished career in the United States 
Navy. He received the Bronze Star 
with Combat V designation and  

retired with the rank of Commander 
in 1982. When the Navy recommis-
sioned the Hornet on Oct. 17, 1998, 
Berger did the invocation. 

His family held 
a funeral service 
on Tuesday in San 
Jose. Bill Chrystal, 
who was mentored 
by Berger more 
than 30 years ago, 
conducted the 
service. The Hor-
net plans to hold a 
memorial service 
aboard the ship in 
the near future and 

will post the time and date as soon 
as the plans are finalized. 

The USS Hornet Museum plans 
to name the ship’s chapel in Berg-
er’s honor. His family would appre-
ciate memorial donations to the 
USS Hornet Museum, to Keep the 
Spirit of ‘45 Alive (www.spiritof45.
org) or to the POW/MIA education 
organization of your choice.

Rongjian “Eddie” Yu 
What if the world’s soil runs out? 

What if Ebola become airborne? 
These questions may sound silly but 
they are serious international con-
cerns that may become tomorrow’s 
reality. In fact, these issues appear 
on the United Nations (UN) agenda. 
For this reason, Intergenerational 
Model United Nations (IGMUN) 
was created so that everyone can 
provide their insight, opinion, and 
solution to the topic; not just UN 
ambassadors. IGMUN is an authentic 
simulation of the United Nations. 

United Nations Association 
(UNA) USA, Northern California 
Division created the one-day pro-
gram. Northern California has had 
a long standing history with the 
UN. In 1945, it was the birthplace 
of the UN with the charter signed 
in San Francisco. This region has a 
reputation for being socially aware 
and globally active on modern-day 
issues. Northern California is home 
to some of the most active non-
government organizations and cor-
porations in the world. 

With such cutting-edge develop-
ments that have a major influence 
on the rest of the world, the UNA 
NorCal serves to provide the public 
with information and events sur-

Hornet Chaplain Passes
Local Deaths
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Help Make a Difference 
in International Issues

rounding the UN and global affairs. 
The organization is dedicated to 
educating, inspiring and mobiliz-
ing Americans to support the prin-
ciples and vital work of the UN. 
IGMUN is one of the many events 
the organization hosts in hopes 
of bringing and increasing global 
awareness on current issues.

The first four IGMUN confer-
ences took place at the San 
Francisco World Affairs Council, 
Alameda Science & Technology 
Institute, then at the California 
State University of San Francisco, 
where more than 400 people com-
bined participated in the events. 

This year’s fifth annual confer-
ence will take place at six differ-
ent locations nationally, including 
one at the University of California 
Berkeley on Saturday, Oct. 10. More 
than 400 people are expected to 
participate. IGMUN continues to 
grow nationally due to its noncom-
petitive, intergenerational and edu-
cational nature. IGMUN is designed 
as a teaching and learning con-
ference and is intended for both 
novices and delegates with prior 
Model UN experience. Participants 
will strengthen their problem solv-
ing skills to real-world challenges. 

Sun Staff Reports

Register for National Night 
Out by July 31

The Alameda Police Depart-
ment (APD) invites the public to 
participate in to National Night Out 
(NNO) on from 6 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, 
Aug. 4, APD will visit all registered 
neighborhoods. NNO is designed to 
enhance the relationship between 
neighbors and law enforcement 
while bringing a sense of communi-
ty. It’s a great opportunity to bring 
police and neighbors together un-
der positive circumstances.

To register your neighborhood 
contact Officer Frank Petersen at 
337-8387 or fpetersen@alamedaca.
gov. Registrations must be received 
by Friday, July 31.

Two Celebrations in One
The Alameda Recreation and 

Parks Department (ARPD) invites 
the public to attend a duo of cel-
ebrations at Longfellow Park (520 
Lincoln Ave.) this Saturday, July 
25, from 10 a.m. to noon. ARPD will 
re-open the Longfellow playground 
structure while also taking note of 

the 25th Anniversary of the Ameri-
can Disabilities Act (ADA).

Longfellow Playground, which 
includes the first rubberized, all ac-
cessible playground surface in the 
city, and the celebration will promote 
awareness of disability issues and 
creative solutions to help all Alamed-
ans improve their quality of life.

For more information, contact 
Patrick Russi, Interim Recreation 
Services Manager, at 747-7550 or 
prussi@alamedaca.gov.

Stone Memorial Set
Friends and customers of Den-

nis Stone of Stone’s Cyclery who 
died recently can join a celebratory 
bike ride 9 a.m. Sunday, July 26, at 
Rock Wall Winery, 2301 Monarch St., 
Three loop options will accommo-
date riders of all abilities, and return 
to the winery by 1 p.m. Call Stone’s 
Cyclery at 523-3264 for more details.

A public memorial gathering 
and celebration of life will follow 
at Rock Wall Winery from 1 to 4 
p.m. At 5 p.m., the celebration will 
continue with an informal wake at 
Stone’s Cyclery, 2320 Santa Clara 
Ave. For more details see page 9. 

Amy Chu
On Thursday, July 16, the City 

Council discussed the Alameda 
Police Department’s (APD) draft 
policy for the distribution of Taser 
AXON Flex body cameras to of-
ficers. APD Chief Paul Rolleri pre-
sented the policy to the council 
members. Taser’s vice-president for 
video and cloud sales was on hand 
to answer questions. 

Recently, there has been mass 
media coverage and discussion 
revolving use-of-force with police 
physically restraining individuals to 
control situations, at times involv-
ing firearms. After several cases of 
law enforcement officers shooting 
unarmed individuals, some accused 
police of brutal confrontations and 
improper use of authority.

Video evidence of these incidents 
taken by bystanders 
and security cam-
eras often display 
limited footage of the 
confrontations and 
often show graphic 
engagements with 
little context and jus-
tification for use-of-force. 

To combat the lack of perspec-
tive, law-enforcement agencies 
across the country are turning to 
body cameras for their police of-
ficers. Body cameras are video re-
cording devices used to keep both 
police and residents accountable. 
With cameras on police at all times, 
a new perspective is available.

Interest in these cameras surged 
after the fatal police shooting of 
teenager Michael Brown in Fergu-
son, Mo., in August 2014. “Activists 
called for mechanisms that would 
help keep officers accountable for 
their actions,” Ali Hakira wrote for 
the financial media outlet Benzinga. 

Hakira’s story focused on the 
Dallas Police Department’s pur-
chase of 400 Taser cameras. 

Camera footage limits misbe-
havior and cannot be erased. Offi-
cers activate body cameras when-
ever they initiate police activity 
and are disciplined if they shut off 
their cameras. 

When law enforcement abuses 
authority, it is caught on video and 
the officer is punished. Body cam-
eras capture when residents com-

mit illegal acts and both parties are 
held accountable for their actions.

Complaints against police drop 
and claims of police misconduct are 
sometimes disproven with video 
evidence. Hikara pointed to a study 
that Cambridge University conduct-
ed in Rialto, Calif. The study showed 
that use of the body cameras re-
duced complaints against that city’s 
police department by 88 percent 
and cut down the use of force by 
officers in the Rialto Police Depart-
ment by 60 percent.

Controversy with the deploy-
ment of body cameras involves 
privacy issues and how police de-
partments decide what is released 
to the press. The American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) has come 
down on the side of using the cam-
eras. While the ACLU is historically 

against pervasive 
government sur-
veillance, it states 
that “when cameras 
primarily serve the 
function of allowing 
public monitoring 
of the government 

instead of the other way around, we 
generally support their use.” The 
ACLU has opposed government 
video surveillance of public places, 
but has supported installing video 
cameras on police car dashboards, 
in prisons, and during police inter-
rogations.

In 2012, APD started testing 
different models of cameras. On 
June 2, the City Council approved 
$424,752.61 to purchase 80 Taser 
AXON Flex body cameras along with 
a five-year service contract. Taser 
describes the cameras as “small, yet 
highly visible” and points out that 
officers can attach them to hats, 
sunglasses, or shirt collars. 

According to Taser, the cam-
era’s “capture full-color video from 
the point of view of the officer.” The 
video is automatically uploaded to 
Evidence.com, a cloud-based stor-
age system that collects and trans-
fers all matter of digital evidence. 
The system allows law enforcement 
to manage, retrieve and share this 
evidence. 

“Cloud” is simply a metaphor 
for the Internet. Cloud-based stor-

Courtesy photo

Alameda Police Chief Paul Rolleri discussed his depart-
ment’s policy concerning body cameras. He is joined 
by Michael Shore, Taser International’s Vice President of 
Video and Cloud Sales. Taser is supplying the depart-
ment with body cameras. 
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The cameras 
are described 
as “small, yet 
highly visible.”
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Dennis Evanosky

Ships from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Maritime Administration 
(MARAD) ready reserve force serve as a backdrop to the “north pond” at Site 2 at 
Alameda Point. Caspian terns use the pond and its surroundings as a nesting site. 

Dennis Evanosky
On Saturday, July 18, the 

Navy’s Base Realignment and 
Closure (BRAC) office took inter-
ested parties — including Mayor 
Trish Spencer, Councilwoman 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft and mem-
bers of the city’s Restoration Ad-
visory Board — on its annual bus 
tour at Alameda Point. 

In 1988 Congress charged 
BRAC with the task of making cer-
tain that former military bases 
are environmentally safe before 

they are transferred to cities and 
other property holders. 

Last weekend’s tour included 
stops at the site of a rework fa-
cility where activities included 
sandblasting and repainting 
parts of naval aircraft; the prin-
cipal disposal area for the air 
station’s waste for more than 13 
years; and a second landfill that 
once contained some 1.6 million 
tons of waste. 

The Navy has cleaned all three 
of these sites. It removed metals, 

as well as compounds like poly-
chlorinated biphenyls (PCB) and 
dichlorobenzene from the soil at 
the long-vanished rework facil-
ity. Workers put soil covers over 
the two landfills and restored the 
wetlands at one of the landfills 
where Caspian terns now nest. 
They also installed a soil cover 
and removed radiological con-
taminants from this site. 

More work remains. BRAC rep-
resentatives discussed plans to 

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Police Department 

(APD) announced it has taken the 
measure of temporarily increasing 
its staffing levels at night in an at-
tempt to halt criminal activity, last 
Friday, July 17.

APD said the city has experi-
enced a slight increase in residential 
burglaries on the West End. The ma-
jority of the increase in criminal ac-
tivity has occurred between 7 p.m. 
and midnight, according to police.

APD is also seeking residents 
help in solving a recent residential 

burglary. If you 
can identify the 
suspect pic-
tured, APD asks 
that you con-
tact Sgt. David 
Pascoe at 337-
8374.

Reports of suspicious people 
should be made to the APD non-
emergency line at 337-8340. If a 
crime is occurring call 911. To pro-
vide information on a crime with-
out divulging your indentity, call 
the anonymous tip line at 337-8450.

APD Seeing Rise in Burglaries

Alamedan’s 
Murderer 
Found Guilty

Ekene Ikeme
An Oakland native was found 

guilty of six charges including first-
degree murder last Friday, July 17, at 
the Alameda County Courthouse in 
Oakland, for the shooting of an Alam-
eda man at a Walmart in Oakland.

After a two-week federal trial, 
the jury found Damion Sleugh guilty 
of murder for killing Alameda native 
Vincent Muzac. According to police 
reports, Sleugh, 28, and an associ-
ate arranged to meet and purchase 
five pounds of marijuana from Mu-
zac, 24, at the Walmart parking lot 
at 8400 Edgewater Drive in Oakland. 
Oakland police would later find Mu-
zac unresponsive around 12:35 p.m. 
on Dec. 22, 2013.

Walmart parking lot surveillance 
footage was used to convict Sleugh. 
The footage showed Muzac enter a 
vehicle believed to be occupied by 
Sleugh, according to U.S. Attorney 
Melinda Haag. Four minutes later, 
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