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APD Seeks Witnesses
An unknown gunman shot 

and killed Antwaun Williams, 19, 
at the AMF Bowling Alley at the 
South Shore Center on Nov. 19, 
2016. 

The Alameda Police Depart-
ment (APD) wants to speak 
with anyone who may have in-
formation about this incident. 
The department asks that wit-
nesses to this shooting call De-
tective Spencer Mountain at 
337-8336 or email Mountain at  
smountain@alameda.gov.

Free Mattress Disposal 
Sunday at the Point

Bye Bye Mattress, a California-
based mattress recycling program, 
will be taking part in a special Al-
ameda collection event to take old 
mattresses to recycle into new, 
more useful products, instead of 
going to landfills. Anyone seeking 
to dispose of a mattress can do so 
for free this Sunday, July 23, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Alameda Point, 
1951 Monarch St., adjacent to the 
Seaplane Lagoon. Visit www.stop-
waste.org/onedayevent or call 855-
700-9973 for more information.

Local Radio Station  
Seeks Broadcasters

Next Thursday, July 27, at 8 
p.m., local radio station KACR-
LP will be hosting a meeting for 
anyone interested in becoming 
a broadcaster. The meeting will 
provide an opportunity to meet 
with the staff and other pro-
gram providers to find out what 
a broadcaster for KACR-LP does. 

The meeting takes place at 
D20 Games, 1530 Park St. be-
tween Lincoln and Webb avenues.

For more information about 
hosting a radio show on KACR, 
email programming@alameda 
communityradio.org. To volun-

teer for the radio station, contact 
info@alamedacommunityradio.
org. To donate, visit alamedacom-
munityradio.org or KACR-LP on-
line www.gofundme.com/donate-
to-kacrlp-961-fm.

Jean Sweeney Open Space 
Park Construction Underway

Construction of the Cross Al-
ameda Trail, through Jean Swee-
ney Open Space Park began July 
12. Officers at Alameda Police De-
partment (APD) started enforcing 
the trespassing ordinance at the 
property Monday, July 10. 

According to city officials, 
both APD’s homeless outreach 
team and case workers from 
Operation Diginity, a non-profit 
organization that has been pro-
viding case management, helped 
relocate each homeless person 
and provided them with free stor-
age space for personal belong-
ings. The city budget for the fis-
cal year includes $120,000 to help 
additional homeless relocate. 

The second phase of construc-
tion should begin this fall and 
is expected to be completed in 
early summer 2018. Construction 
will take place Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
occasionally on Saturdays from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Local Museum in  
Charity Challenge

The Pacific Pinball Museum 
(PPM) in collaboration with 
Crowdrise/GoFundMe will be a 
part of the Macy’s Charity Chal-
lenge until Wednesday, Aug. 9. 
The fundraising campaign ben-
efits charities across the country. 

Alameda-based PPM has set a 
goal of raising some $200,000 to 
buy a permanent warehouse for 
its massive collection of historic 
pinball machines. 

For more information, visit 
www.pacificpinball.org.

News in Brief

New Public Art in Place on North Shore
Sculptures recall original Alameda residents, the Ohlone

File photo 
“Dance of Indians at Mission in San Jose, New 
California,” April 21, 1806, by Dr. Georg Langsdorff 
gives moderns a window into Ohlone culture.

New sculptures were recently installed at the intersection of Buena Vista Avenue 
and Entrance Road in accordance with the city’s Public Art Ordinance. The 
sculptures are a part of the Marina Shores development.

Photo & story by Eric J. Kos
Local residents have reported 

craning necks or nearly driving 
off the road to catch a glimpse 
of Alameda’s newest landmark 
public art at Buena Vista Avenue 
and Entrance Road. Designed to 
complement the Marina Shores 
development via Alameda’s 
Public Art Ordinance require-
ment, the sculptures bring to life 
the city’s original inhabitants, 
the Ohlone Tribe.

Auburn-based sculptor 
Jennifer Johnson created the 
dancing tribesmen from recy-
cled metal. Johnson also created 
reproductions of Ohlone water-
craft: rafts made of tule reeds. 
Further references to the Ohlone 
are made in Marina Shores’ new 
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Showdown on 
No-Cause Brews 

Sailboat Encounters Bridge

Local Lifeguards, Alameda Fire 
Rescue Two Capsized Jetskiers

Dennis Evanosky
On June 26, “Alamedans in Charge 

for a Fair and Affordable City,” (AIC) 
a group representing some landlords 
in the city, turned in a petition to City 
Clerk Lara Weisiger’s office. The pe-
tition aims to restore the no-cause 
provision that the City Council de-
leted from rent Ordinance 3148 on 
June 6. The landlord group filed the 
petition with 7,491 signatures. The 
Alameda County Registrar of Voters 
(ROV) has 60 days from the date of 
filing — Thursday, Aug. 25 — to veri-
fy that 4,808 — a number equaling 10 
percent of the city’s registered voters 
— of those signatures are valid.

This verification would bring 
a pair of questions before the vot-
ers in November 2018: Should the 
City keep the no-cause provision 
in Ordinance 3148 as the voters ap-
proved on Nov. 8, 2016? Should the 
City remove the no-cause provision 
from the ordinance, leaving only a 
just-cause provision as the Council 
approved on June 6? 

A no-cause provision permits 
landlords to evict tenants without 
stating any reasons. Landlords use 
this type of eviction to force unlaw-
ful tenants from their premises. They 
say that using no-cause evictions al-
lows them to evict tenants engaged 
in illegal activity without taking legal 
action against those tenants.

A just-cause provision requires 
that, when evicting tenants, land-
lords provide a reason. City ordi-
nances typically spell out the just 
causes. The Ordinance 3148 that 
voters approved and the Council 
amended both have just-cause evic-
tion provisions with 10 reasons that 
mostly involve violating the lease 
and would likely be resolved in court. 

The Council put Ordinance 
3148 with the no-cause provision 
in the books in May 2016. The City 
then placed the ordinance before 
the voters on the Nov. 8, 2016, bal-
lot as Measure L1. Fifty-five per-
cent of Alameda voters said “yes” 
to the measure. 

Then, in May, the Council sub-
jected Ordinance 3148 to its an-
nual review. Councilmembers first 
discussed, and then on June 6, 
voted 3-2 to approve revisions in 
the ordinance. Vice-Mayor Malia 
Vella and Councilmembers Marilyn 
Ezzy Ashcraft and Jim Oddie voted 
“yes”; Mayor Trish Spencer and 
Councilmember Frank Matarrese 

voted “no.” One of the revisions rid 
the ordinance of language permit-
ting no-cause evictions.

Almost immediately AIC began 
its petition drive, eventually gather-
ing 2,683 more signatures than re-
quired to overturn the Council’s de-
cision and place the matter on the 
November 2018 ballot. The matter 
now rests in the hands of the ROV 
office that will verify the signatures.

If the ROV office verifies 4,808 val-
id signatures, the City will place the 
June 6 ordinance on hold and put the 
matter before the voters. If AIC fails 
to obtain enough verified signatures, 
the ordinance with the Council’s 
changes will take effect. 

AIC spokesperson Joe LoParo said 
the change disallowing no-cause evic-
tions deprives landlords of the flex-
ibility they need when they are forced 
to deal with problem tenants. Renters 
say the just-cause evictions prevent 
landlords from evicting them without 
notice or reason. 

LoParo said that the Council ig-
nored the will of the voters when 
three of its members voted to make 
that change. He predicted that the 
ROV will verify sufficient signa-
tures, blocking the June 6 Council 
vote from taking effect. He also said 
that the voters will respond in No-
vember 2018 and put language in 
the City Charter to allow no-cause 
eviction.

“The original 3148 was fair to 
both sides,” said LoParo. “It discour-
aged evictions and took away all fi-
nancial incentives to evict tenants.”

LoParo said that with 14,899 rent-
al properties in Alameda, there have 
been just seven no-cause evictions: 
one owner move-in and six dealing 
with owners selling the properties.

“The city seems to want to pro-
vide renters with life estates,” he 
said. He pointed to the Democratic 
Party involvement in the issue. “Rob 
Bonta wants to rid Ordinance 3148 
of no-cause evictions,” LoParo said. 
He cited the Assemblyman (and for-
mer Vice-mayor’s) participation in a 
robo-call advocating this very idea. 
LoParo noted the Alameda County 
Democratic Party’s tacit participa-
tion in the May 5 Council meeting 
with its members sitting in the front 
row in the Council Chambers.

AIC will soon seek voters’ signa-
tures on a petition that would place 
no-cause evictions on the City Char-
ter and out of the reach of the Council. 

Ekene Ikeme
Two individuals were rescued 

from water adjoining the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Regional Shoreline 
along Doolittle Drive after their 
jet ski capsized Saturday, July 15.

The individuals, who have not 
been identified, were riding on a 
Wave Runner in San Leandro Bay 
when they crashed at around 
6:50 p.m., according to Alameda 
resident Brendan Macaulay who 
witnessed the ordeal. 

Macaulay said the distressed 
couple, a man and a woman, were 
in the water without life jackets 
and were having trouble swim-
ming. The couple used a seat 
cushion from their vessel to stay 
afloat. That’s when Macaulay and 
two young men jumped in the 
water to save them. Meanwhile, 

another person on the scene 
called 911. 

The men swam out to the  
capsized jetskiers and brought 
them to shore. By the time they 
reached shore the fire officials 
had arrived. 

Macaulay, a former lifeguard, 
later learned the two other men 
were lifeguards at Cull Canyon 
Regional Park in Castro Valley. 
The men were traveling along 
the shoreline by coincidence, 
according to Macaulay.  

“Neither could swim and nei-
ther was wearing a lifejacket,” 
said Macaulay of the victims.

This is the second time 
someone was pulled out of San 
Leandro Bay in 2017, although 
with much different results. 
Earlier this year a San Leandro 

man, Jarnail Singh, passed away 
when his taxi hydroplaned at 
the same location. Rescue divers 
pulled Singh, 57, from his cab 
on Jan. 8 after it careened off a 
road near Oakland International 
Airport, authorities said.

The incident began around 
8 a.m. when Singh’s vehicle left 
the roadway on Doolittle Drive at 
Langley Street and immediately 
became submerged in four feet 
of water.

Authorities said the driver 
was unconscious at the time of 
his removal from the vehicle. He 
was rushed to Highland Hospital 
for treatment. He later died of his 
injuries.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at 
eikeme@alamedasun.com.

Dennis Evanosky
People walking, riding bicy-

cles and in automobiles stopped 
in disbelief to watch a sailboat 
crunch into Bay Farm Island 
Bridge last Sunday evening. 

It remains unclear what 
happened and why the tender 
did not open the bridge for 
the sailboat. Alameda County 

maintains most drawbridges in 
its jurisdiction. 

However, because the 
bridge is part of State Highway 
61, the state of California main-
tains it. The state contracts 
with the Alameda County Pub-
lic Works Department to tend 
the bridge with an alternating 
two-person crew. 

The bridge is equipped with 
a marine radio with Channel 9 
used for hailing and Channel 
16 for distress. Vessels can also 
gain a bridge opening by using a 
horn — a long blast followed by 
a short blast. Calls to the Bridge 
Office at the Alameda County 
Public Works Department were 
not returned. 

David Foote

A sailboat rests against the Bay Farm Island Bridge after a strange encounter 
last Sunday. Luckily no one was injured in the crash.


