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Date Rise Set
Today 6:01 20:30
July 19 6:02 20:29
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July 24 6:06 20:26

Betty Young

Home of Truth chaplain will 
bless local pets coming up. 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS 
Pet blessing           Page 8

HOMETOWN NEWS
Apollo 11 Fun        Page 11

Hornet Museum will host 
events series on anniversary.

Womens’ rugby team to host 
clinic early next month.

SPORTS
Rugby                       Page 5

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Sun Staff Reports
Last Thursday, July 11, the 

City of Alameda, along with Eden 
Housing and Alameda Point 
Partners (APP), broke ground at 
Alameda Point Senior Apartments, 
a 60-unit affordable rental com-
munity for seniors age 62 and 
older located at Alameda Point’s 
Site A. According to Stephanie 
Hill, a spokesperson for APP, the 
Alameda Point Senior Apartments 
will be among the first buildings 
constructed as part of the larger 
Alameda Point Site A development. 

“With commencement of con-
struction of the 60-unit Senior 
Apartments, Eden Housing is on its 
way to delivering the first phase of 
Site A’s low and very-low income 
housing requirement,” she said. 

The project includes 48 one-
bedroom and 12 two-bedroom 

apartment homes that will be 
available to seniors with annual 
incomes from 20 percent to 60 
percent of the Alameda County 
Area Median Income. An addi-
tional 30 units will serve seniors 
experiencing homelessness, of 
which 28 will serve veterans exit-
ing homelessness. 

“Alameda has stepped up to pro-
vide homes for those without hous-
ing, most importantly for home-
less veterans who have served our 
county,” said Mayor Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft. “I can’t think of a better 
place to do that than at the former 
Naval Air Station.”

Supportive services will be 
delivered to residents through a 
collaboration among Operation 
Dignity, Eden Housing and the 
Veterans Administration. 

The $36 million development 

uses the latest green building tech-
niques and materials and incorpo-
rates a number of green features 
designed to ensure its long-term 
energy efficiency and sustainabil-
ity. These include: a photovol-
taic system that will help power 
common-area electricity, a solar 
thermal system for domestic hot 
water heating, bioretention basins 
for stormwater, a bicycle storage 
room and electric vehicle charging 
stations. 

Other amenities include a com-
munity room with kitchen, com-
mon courtyard, laundry facility, 
community garden space and office 
space for an on-site manager and 
supportive services. 

“The Housing Authority of the 
City of Alameda is pleased to part-
ner with Eden Housing to deliver 

Construction Starts 
on Senior Housing
Developer hosts Alameda Point groundbreak ceremony

Courtesy City of Alameda

Architects expect Alameda Point Senior Apartments to look like this once construction 
has been completed.
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City, Schools to Team 
up on Swim Center

Alameda Fire Department

Firefighters arrived at Woodstock Park to find a play 
structure completely engulfed in flames. 

Suspicious Fires Doused at Park

Locals Join National 
Protest on Border Issue

Dennis Evanosky
Two suspicious fires brought 

Alameda Fire Department (AFD) to 
Woodstock Park, 351 Cypress St., in 
the early morning hours of Saturday, 
July 13. The first call at 1:51 a.m. 
involved a trash-can fire that fire-
fighters quickly extinguished.  

Less than two hours later AFD 
answered a second call to the 
park. The report of a structure fire 
brought 10 firefighters back to the 
park. They arrived to see flames 
destroying a popular play structure.  
Firefighters were able to extinguish 
the second fire before it could 
spread to any nearby structures. 

Investigators have not yet deter-
mined if someone intentionally 
started the two fires.

Community members can sup-
port rebuilding the playground by 
making a tax-deductible donation 
to a GoFundMe campaign, which 
directly supports rebuilding the 
Woodstock Park Playground: www.
gofundme.com/rebuildwoodstock. 

Large donors can choose to 
make tax deductible donations 
directly to Alameda Friends of the 
Parks, indicating that the dona-
tion is for the Rebuild Woodstock 
Playground campaign at https://
alamedaparks.org/donation.

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda Sun sent a request 

to the Alameda County District 
Attorney’s office for a copy of the 
recording of the meeting between 
former City Manager Jill Keimach 
and Councilmembers Malia Vella 
and Jim Oddie.

The request was made to Deputy 
District Attorney Teresa Drenick. 
Drenick said she has received sev-
eral requests for a copy of the 
recording of the meeting. The Sun 
earlier requested the tape from the 
Alameda County Grand Jury, but 
were rebuffed.

“Grand Jury investigative mate-
rials, by law, cannot be released to 
the public,” wrote Grand Jury Legal 
Advisor Rob Warren in an email to 
the Sun. “Because the jury is an 
arm of the court, it is not subject to 
the California Public Records Act.”

Even though members of the 
Grand Jury are not permitted to 
give out the recording, the District 
Attorney’s office can make an 
exception in certain instances. 
An initial inquiry was made to the 
City Clerk’s office, but they said 
they did not have possession of a 
copy of the recording.

Keimach made a secret record-
ing of the meeting between her, 
Vella and Oddie, which took place 
Aug. 16, 2017. She said she recorded 
the conversation because she felt 
pressure from the Councilmembers 
and fire union to hire Domenick 
Weaver as the new Alameda Fire 
Chief. The ordeal resulted in a 
Grand Jury investigation that con-
cluded last month (“Grand Jury 
Files Report” June 25).

A new “Notice of intention to 
circulate recall” petition was filed 

this week by an Alameda resident. 
The petition aims to recall Oddie 
for “improper handling of the City 
Manager Jill Keimach matter.” 
Thirty-three residents signed the 
petition. Authorities require those 
signatures to be published at the 
petitioners’ expense. They appear 
on page 10 in this week’s edition.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@ 
alamedasun.com.

Thieves Use Firecracker as 
Distraction in Safeway Heist

Dennis Evanosky
If all goes as planned, Alameda 

swimmers could welcome the 
year 2024 with a sparkling new 
place to swim. The city and the 
Alameda Unified School District 
recently signed an agreement 
to build a $12 million swim cen-
ter. The new facility would open 
either on the site of the Emma 
Hood Swim Center at Alameda 
Avenue and Oak Street or on the 
site of Thompson Field at Clement 
Avenue and Walnut Street.

The new center would open as 
early as January 2024 if the city and 
school district choose the Emma 
Hood site. However, if Thompson 
Field were chosen, it would take 
longer, as swim center construction 
would not begin until the school 
district completes a site to replace 
Thompson Field.

At issue is the condition of the 
Emma Hood Swim Center — which 
opened in 1955 as the Alameda 
Swim Center and renamed to honor 
Emma Hood in 1992. The center 
has concerned the Alameda County 
Department of Environmental 

Health since at least 2010, when it 
first ordered the pool closed. 

“The overall problem remains 
that (Emma Hood) is an old facility 
in need of a significant rehabilita-
tion or replacement,” city staff stat-
ed earlier this year. Issues that the 
county has with the pool include:  

n Plaster in the diving pool, 
which dates to 1967, needs refin-
ishing. 

n An air leak affects the required 
water turnover rate, making the 
water unsafe. 

n The concrete pool deck needs 
replacement to address both safety 
and American with Disabilities Act 
issues.

In addition, the California 
Interscholastic Federation ruled 
that the pool is neither long enough 
nor deep enough to allow swim or 
water polo meets. The pool is cur-
rently closed. 

The condition of Encinal High 
School’s pool plays no role in the 
decision for a new swim center. The 
pool there is just three years old.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Police Department 

(APD) is searching for two suspects 
involved in an alleged burglary at 
the Safeway at South Shore Center 
Thursday, July 11.

The theft occurred around 
12:23 p.m. The two suspects, a 
Caucasian man and woman, stole 
merchandise from supermarket 
after creating a diversion with 
an explosive device. The male 
suspect threw a firecracker in the 
refrigerated beer section of the 
store. 

The subsequent tiny explosion 
created enough of a diversion for 
the female suspect to flee the 
store with a shopping cart full of 
groceries.

APD believes the male suspect 
is between 25 and 35 years old 
with short hair. He is believed to 
be 6’ and 180 pounds. During the 
robbery he wore a black hooded 
sweatshirt with “Snap On” written 

in red lettering, blue jeans and 
black sunglasses on his head. 

The female suspect is also 
described as being between 25 and 
35 years old. She is believed to be 
5’ 5” and 150 pounds. During the 
burglary she wore a gray and black 
hooded sweatshirt, light blue jeans 
and white shoes.

The suspects drove off in a 
silver compact SUV, according to 
reports.

Other patrons were inside the 
store when the firework detonated. 
Safeway was forced to close for 
several hours to investigate the 
cause of the disturbance. Alameda 
Police and Fire department person-
nel arrived on scene to make sure 
the business was safe for reen-
try. The store eventually reopened 
later that day. 

APD asks anyone with informa-
tion on the two suspects to contact 
Officer Dustin Lorensen or Detective 
Adam DiGiusto at 337-8340. Dennis Evanosky

More than 100 people gath-
ered in front of City Hall at 7 p.m. 
on Friday, July 12. They were par-
ticipating in coast-to-coast vigils 
to call for an immediate closure 
of federal detention camps hold-
ing refugees in what many con-
sider inhumane conditions. 

“Lights for Liberty,” a coalition 
dedicated to human rights, orga-
nized the protests. Valerie Landau 
who participated in the Alameda 
vigil said that protesters chanted 
“Close the camps,” as drivers and 
pedestrians cheered and honked 
to show support.

The protests came a day after 
Vice President Mike Pence visited 
two federal detention centers in 
Texas. An NBC News video showed 
detainees packed into holding 
areas surrounded by chain-link 
fences. Pence said conditions 
show the crisis at the border and 
that the system is overwhelmed. 
Reporters accompanying Pence 
described the facility as smelling 
“horrendous,” NBC reported.

Valerie Landau

Protesters at City Hall participated in a nationwide 
vigil to express concern over the treatment of refu-
gees at federal detentions camps in this country. 

Sun Asks DA for Keimach Recording
Resident initiates process for Councilmember’s recall

“Because the jury 
is an arm of the 
court, it is not 
subject to the 
California Public 
Records Act.”

— Grand Jury Legal Advisor  
Rob Warren


