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Sun Staff Reports

AMP Warns of Scam
Alameda Municipal Power 

(AMP) warns customers that some-
one impersonating a utility rep-
resentative may be going door to 
door collecting on electric bills. 

AMP employees never collect 
payments door to door, nor do they 
demand immediate payment on an 
AMP account. Employees always 
carry identification cards with the 
AMP logo. Vehicles are also marked 
with the AMP name. If you are ap-
proached and asked for payment, 
do not give out any information 
and call AMP customer service at 
748-3900. 

If you are victim of this scam, 
immediately call the Alameda Po-
lice Department to file a report at 
337-8340.

Coast Guard Member  
Court-Martialed Here

Petty Officer 3rd Class Jesse P. 
Wilson was sentenced to nine years 
confinement, a dishonorable dis-
charge, and reduction to the rank of 
E-1 during the general court-martial 
held at Coast Guard Base Alameda 
Tuesday, July 7.

The Coast Guard member was 

sentenced to nine years confine-
ment after pleading guilty to sexual 
assault of a child, sexual abuse of 
a child, and other violations of the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice. 

According to statement from 
the United States Coast Guard, Wil-
son committed sexual acts with the 
victim near Honolulu in December 
2014. During the course of the in-
vestigation, agents from the Coast 
Guard Investigative Service found 
an explicit image of the child victim 
on his phone.

He also pleaded guilty to two 
specifications of assault consum-
mated by a battery, false official 
statement and failing to prop-
erly register firearms. Wilson also 
pleaded guilty to extortion after he 
threatened to post nude images of 
an adult victim on the internet in 
November 2014.

Agents also discovered Wil-
son had physically assaulted 
two victims in separate incidents 
while stationed at Coast Guard 
Special Missions Training Center, 
N.C., in 2011 and 2013, resulting 
in two specifications of assault 
consummated by a battery, the 
statement said.

The Coast Guard Investigative 

Service led the investigation. Attor-
neys from Coast Guard Pacific Area 
Command in Alameda prosecuted 
the case.

Wilson will serve his sentence 
at U.S. Naval Consolidated Brig Mi-
ramar, California.

Help the Welfare Council  
Help Everyone Else

The Alameda Welfare Council 
will host its 87th Annual Faire from 
10:30  a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, July 29, at the Albert H. DeWitt 
Club (“O” Club) at 641 West Red 
Line Ave.

Donation tickets cost $60 each 
and include a noontime buffet lun-
cheon catered by Asena Restau-
rant. There are fewer than 40 tickets 
left. Proceeds benefit non-profits 
that serve the residents of Alameda 
such as Alameda Meals on Wheels, 
Boys & Girls Club and Friends of 
the Alameda Animal Shelter.

Arrive early to shop at the Home 
and Garden Boutique, the Country 
Kitchen and jewelry booths. A si-
lent auction will also be held. Raffle 
tickets can be purchased for $5 
each or five for $20.

For tickets and reservations call 
Roxanne LeBlanc at 769-9749.

News in Brief

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Fire Department 

(AFD) were called to Alameda Point 
last Sunday, July 12, after a report 
of smoke coming from the window 
of the former bachelor’s enlisted 
quarters at 1000 W. Midway Avenue. 

AFD responded with a first-
alarm assignment of three engines, 
two ladder trucks, one medic unit 
(ambulance) and the duty chief. 
Arriving firefighters discovered 
dark smoke coming from windows 
on the second floor of the large, 
two-story building, according to an 
AFD report. Due to the size of the 
building and smoke conditions, 
additional crews were requested, 
bringing all on-duty firefighters to 
the scene. 

Firefighters were able to force 
their way into the building and 
make their way up to the source of 
the fire. They extinguished the fire 
with two hose lines. Other firefight-
ers searched for occupants and 

ventilated the building. Fire dam-
age was limited to one room and 
its contents, with extension into an 
adjacent hallway, along with smoke 
and heat damage throughout the 
surrounding second floor area. No 
injuries were reported.

The building was formerly a bar-
racks for the U.S. Navy. The build-
ing has not been used since 1997, 
when the Alameda Naval Air Station 
closed. 

The Alameda Police Department 
(APD) and an AFD fire investigator 
are investigating the cause, which 
at this point is deemed suspicious. 
There were signs of squatters occu-
pying the building in the past.

Several outside agencies assist-
ed with the extinguishing of the fire 
including APD, Alameda Municipal 
Power and Pacific Gas & Electric 
Co. The Oakland Fire Department 
assisted by covering AFD’s stations 
just in case another fire was report-
ed in the city. 

AFD Douses Point Structure Fire 

Courtesy Alameda Police Department

All firefighters on duty were called to put out a fire on 
the 1000 block of West Midway Avenue Sunday.

Richard Bangert
Ferry Terminal plans

Ferry commuters driving to the 
Main Street Ferry Terminal will find 
a new parking lot option this fall, 
pending timely work plan approv-
als by the city. 

Since 2013, passenger board-
ings have increased by more than 
50 percent at the Main Street ferry 
terminal, far exceeding the capac-
ity of the parking lot. Commuters 
have been filling 
up an adjacent 
unpaved parcel 
next to the dog 
park, as well as 
the shoulders of 
Main Street. 

The Water 
E m e r g e n c y 
T r a n s p o r t a -
tion Authority 
(WETA) initiated 
a ferry terminal access study for 
the Main Street and Harbor Bay 
terminals in 2014. They have been 
discussing access improvements 
with city staff, the Transportation 
Commission, and the community.

As a result of the dialogue, the city 
has offered the use of the nearby O’ 
Club parking lot, across Main Street 
from the terminal, to WETA through 
a license agreement. The lot is cur-
rently used to park city vehicles. 

At its June 4 meeting, WETA’s 
board of directors approved spend-
ing $250,000 to make improvements, 
in exchange for free use of the lot. 
WETA will resurface and stripe the 
lot, construct ADA-compliant walk-
ways that lead to a new crosswalk 
that WETA will also construct across 
Main Street. 

The crosswalk will connect with 
an existing paved pathway on the 
western end of the main parking 
lot. An existing vehicle entryway 
on Main Street will become the en-
trance to the O’ Club lot.

Estuary Park plans
“In terms of the mid-term im-

provements at Main Street, the 
city has let us know that the dog 
park cannot be converted to park-
ing until a replacement at Estuary 
Park is open,” said Kevin Connolly, 
WETA’s planning and development 
manager. 

The new home for the dog park 
at Estuary Park on Mosley Avenue 
between Singleton Avenue and Al-
ameda Landing is tied to the avail-
ability of funds for the second 
phase of the park. Those funds will 
be secured through a combination 
of developer fees and grants.

The first phase, four acres of 
sports fields, is expected to begin 
in 2016. The four acres of the sec-
ond phase is designed as a com-
munity park space with restrooms, 
playgrounds, picnic areas, basket-
ball courts, open lawn, and a dog 
park with sections for big dogs and 
small dogs. 

WETA was working with AC 
Transit to re-introduce bus service 
to the terminal. However, Connolly 
said that AC Transit recently scut-

tled plans for 
a Line 50 that 
would have car-
ried passengers 
in a loop around 
the Island City 
to the Main 
Street ferry ter-
minal. The city 
learned of this 
last Wednesday. 

In explaining its decision, the bus 
company told Connolly that when 
it ran buses to the ferry terminal in 
2009 “nobody rode them.” 

Connolly points out that in 2009 
the ferry carried 350 passengers a 
day with hourly departures. 

Today the ferry provides ser-
vice to some 1,800 passengers with 
departures every 30 minutes. AC 
Transit also told Connolly that the 
bus service was not feasible be-
cause WETA does not charge for 
parking. Connolly questioned that 
criterion, pointing out that South 
Shore Center and other shopping 
malls do not charge for parking and 
AC Transit serves South Shore Cen-
ter and these other malls. 

“WETA is disappointed that AC 
Transit cannot see that demand 
warrants local bus service at the 
Main Street terminal,” Connolly 
said. He added that AC Transit’s 
proposal would have offered ferry 
riders more choice in how they get 
to the terminal.

With parking relief in the pipe-
line, WETA plans to focus on more 
non-auto options for getting rid-
ers to and from the ferry termi-
nal. “The implementation of an 
overflow parking lot, in addition 
to future improvements for pedes-
trians and bicyclists, are vitally 
important in terms of WETA’s abil-
ity to continue accommodating fu-
ture ridership demand at the Main 
Street ferry terminal,” said Nina 
Rannells, WETA’s executive direc-
tor, in a June 4 staff report. 

Richard Bangert hosts the online 
blog Alameda Point Environmen-
tal Report. Follow him on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/AlamedaPtEnviro.

Upgrades Coming to Main 
Street Ferry Terminal 
Long-term plans include ‘Estuary Park’

“The city has let us 
know that the dog 
park cannot be 
converted to park-
ing until a replace-
ment ... is open.”

Kevin Connolly, WETA

Council Gives Final 
Nod to Start Site A

Park Department Scores $2M 
Grant for Sweeney Open Space

Amy Chu
At its July 7 meeting the City 

Council, by a vote of 5 to 0, passed 
the ordinance that will allow Alam-
eda Point Partners, LLC, to proceed 
with developing Site A. The ordi-
nance takes effect on Aug. 6. 

Alameda Point Partners — com-
prised of srmERNST Development 
Partners, Madison Marquette and 
Thompson Dorfman Partners — 
should begin work on the project 
next July making infrastructure im-
provements. Work on the develop-
ment will take 14 years, with com-
pletion scheduled for 2030.

The United States Department of 
the Navy decommissioned Alameda 
Naval Air Station in 1993. In 1996, 
the Alameda Reuse and Redevelop-
ment Authority (ARRA) adopted a 
reuse plan for the air station, which 
the Navy closed the following year.

The shuttered air station lan-
guished after a series of failed 
development attempts. Finally, in 
2012, the Navy assigned ARRA’s 
rights, assets, contracts and re-
sponsibilities to the city of Alameda 
and transferred approximately 509 
acres of terra firma and 870 acres of 
submerged land to the city. 

Site A comprises 68 of those 509 
acres. In July 2014, the city adopted 
a plan for Alameda Point that in-
cluded a Waterfront Town Center at 
Site A. The city signed an exclusive 
agreement with Alameda Point Part-
ners to develop the 68 acres that 
make up Site A. 

The property stretches from 
the Naval Air Station’s former East 
Gate at Ralph Appezzato Memorial 
Parkway and Main Street along West 
Atlantic Avenue inside the old air 
station to Seaplane Lagoon. The site 
centers on Seaplane Lagoon and is 
bounded by West Tower Avenue 
on the north, Main Street on the 
east and Pan Am Way on the west. 
The development includes 800 resi-
dential units, 15 acres of parks and 
open area, commercial space and a 
ferry terminal.

Establishing Site A will provide 
work and opportunity at Alameda 
Point. The Building Trades of Alam-
eda County implemented a project 
labor agreement with the city. Its 
members will perform approxi-
mately $400 million in construction 
work. This will create around 2,570 
full-time construction jobs over the 

After 18 years, construction can begin at former base

Amy Chu

Mayor Trish 
Spencer stands 

along Seaplane 
Lagoon. The lagoon 

will become a 
centerpiece of 

Alameda Point as 
the Waterfront Town 

Center. The devel-
oper has pledged 

$10 million to build 
a ferry terminal on 

the shores of the 
lagoon.

span of the project. In addition, 
Site A will provide employment 
with commercial space. Alamed-
ans will be able to secure jobs at 
hotels, specialty manufacturing 
and retail shops. The project is ex-
pected to create 1,472 permanent 
positions. These combined with 
the construction jobs should re-
place more than 20 percent of the 
18,000 jobs lost when the Navy left 
18 years ago. 

Adding life to Alameda Point 
will be roughly 800 residential 
units, 200 of which are meant for 
very low, low and moderate in-
come households. According to the 
General Plan housing element, this 
complies with the affordable hous-
ing needs of the city.

Once completed the develop-
ment at Site A will increase real 
property tax revenues more than 
15 percent, bringing in an estimated 
$6.9 million annually. 

Renovating Site A will rid Al-
ameda Point of aged and decay-
ing buildings and replace them 
with high-quality structures and 

facilities. This includes a $2.5 mil-
lion commitment to rehabilitate 
and lease the 100,000-square-foot 
Building 117 for light industrial 
and manufacturing uses. Plans 
also call for a ferry terminal. Al-
ameda Point Partners has pledged 
$10 million toward the terminal, 
which still must undergo a Water 
Emergency Transportation Au-
thority inspection. 

Joe Ernst of srmERNST ex-
pressed how the project has been 
a community-driven process. “We 
heard from residents, business 
owners, regional planners and de-
cision makers who’ve worked for 
decades to get something started 
at the Base,” he stated in a press re-
lease that announced City Council’s 
final approval. 

“We look forward to our ongoing 
work with the city and the commu-
nity to build a real legacy project 
for Alameda,” Ernst stated.

Amy Chu is in the Girls Inc. 
Eureka! Program as an Alameda 
Sun intern. She can be reached at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Amy Chu
The California Department of 

Parks and Recreation issued a $2 mil-
lion grant for the Jean Sweeney Open 
Space Park from the Land and Wa-
ter Conservation Fund (LWCF). The 
LWCF supports development proj-
ects involving outdoor recreation. 

The grant requires a local 
match. Developer Tim Lewis Com-
munities had already earmarked $2 
million for the park in exchange for 
concessions from the city. 

The park is on the former  
Alameda Belt Line Railroad proper-
ty, which extends from Constitution 
Way and Atlantic Avenue to Sher-
man Street. 

When the railroad was aban-
doned, community member Jean 
Sweeney researched and found the 
original contract between the city 
and the railroad. The contract au-
thorized the city to obtain the land 
at its original price and purchase 
it for less than $1 million after the 
land was valued at $20 million. 

Sweeney helped turn the property 
into open space by initiating a suc-
cessful ballot measure.

At no charge to the city, Kristof-
fer Köster of KKDesign, developed 
the park’s master plan. More than 
1,000 residents took part in the 
design process. In addition, 313 
residents participate in a commu-
nity work day and more than 200 
people from the Latter Day Saints 
painted and renovated the railroad 
office building.  

The LWCF grant funds Phase 
2 — the most eastern portion of 
the park near Sherman Street. In 
the master plan, the 22-acre park 
includes a playground, large picnic 
area, gazebo and picnic pavilion. It 
also has a plaza area, bicycle and 
walking trails and an open land-
scape area with drought-tolerant 
native plants. 

Amy Chu is in the Girls Inc. 
Eureka! Program as an Alameda 
Sun intern. She can be reached at  
editor@alamedasun.com.


