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HAPPY 
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Date Rise Set
Today 05:57 20:32
July 13 05:58 20:32
July 14 05:58 20:32
July 15 05:59 20:31
July 16 06:00 20:31
July 17 06:00 20:30
July 18 06:01 20:29

Frances Martinez

Join the local effort to get food 
where it’s needed most.

BACKYARD GROWING 
Project Pick          Page 14

HOMETOWN NEWS
Coast Guard Day  Page 12
Another July 4 tradition in the 
Island City - Coast Guard City.

Hornet welcomes new U.S. 
citizens in official ceremony.

HOMETOWN NEWS
New citizens            Page 3

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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An Island City Fourth

Sun Staff Reports
Entrants to Alameda’s Fourth of 

July Parade earn trophies for spec-
tacular floats or performances. 

Best civilian band honors went 
to Los Amigos Vaqueros in first 
place, Hayward Hills Vaqueros in 
second and Kevin Kearney and The 
Mighty Neptunes in third.

The best school band trophy 
went to the St. Joseph Notre Dame 
High School Band. The Alameda 
High and Encinal High school bands 
took second and third respectively 
and the Academy of Alameda Wind 
Ensemble took fourth.

Best marching band honors 
went to Lincoln Middle School.

The Mayor’s Trophy for best 
overall entry went to Cafe Jolie 
(pictured below), Bowzers and J 
Couture.

Best in the float category went 
to Cafe Jolie with Alameda Ballet 
in second and Floats on a Float by 
Group Delphi in third. 

Best of the vehicles category 
went to the Sikh Riders of America.
Alameda Theater and Cineplex 
earned second place and the Green 
family’s March of the ‘Mingos took 
third place.

Among the bicycles, first place 
went to the Cargo Bike Brigade, 
Westside Joe’s Bike Shop took sec-
ond place and Alameda Bicycle 
came in third.

The East Bay Toishan 
Association earned first place in the 
walking category with Bay Island 
Gymnastics in second and USA 
Kung Fu Studio taking third place.

Three equestrian categories 
receive trophies. In the mounted 
group open category, Los Amigos 
Vaqueros earned first place and 
the Otaez Restaurant Riders, 
second. In the charro open cat-
egory, first place went to Rancho 
El Alfortunado and second to the 
Hayward Hills Vaqueros. For the 
sweepstakes category Rancho El 
Alfortunado earned first place.

Eric J. Kos

Another annual tradition coinciding with the July Fourth Parade is the Ralph 
Appezzato Charity Event (R.A.C.E.). The foot race drew hundreds of runners, includ-
ing Mayor Trish Spencer who, after finishing her run, was whisked to the start of the 
parade route. She then rode the route a second time, waving to the crowd from the 
back of a convertible (below). For the full results from the R.A.C.E., see page 5. 

Eric J. Kos

The U.S. Coast Guard’s color guard begins Alameda’s Fourth of July Parade each 
year. July 4 also means it’s Coast Guard Day in Alameda. The coasties held a seper-
ate event at Alameda Point and a Coast Guard helicopter buzzed both Grand and 
Park streets as the parade began. For more scenes from the parade, see page 3.
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Committee to Explore 
Merging High Schools

Mini Maker Faire 
Thrills Local Creators

Eric J. Kos
Alameda’s first-ever mini Maker 

Faire brought crowds of creators, 
do-it-yourself enthusiasts, busi-
nesses, artists and crafters to 
Ranger Avenue on Alameda Point 
for a gathering of creative people 
of all sorts. The event primarly 
focused on making things that 
exist in the physical environment 
through technology or more tradi-
tional methods. 

Maker faires, which are taking 
place in increasing numbers of 
cities, are described as gatherings 
“of fascinating, curious people 
who enjoy learning and who love 
sharing what they can do. From 
engineers to artists to scientists 
to crafters, Maker Faire is a venue 
for these makers to show hobbies, 
experiments and projects.”

Among the presenters was 
College of Alameda that offered 
information on its new FabLab, 

which is open to any student who 
takes even a single class at the 
college. In the FabLab makers can 
take advantage of tools, resources 
and technology, and use tradition-
al and advanced manufacturing 
equipment to make almost any-
thing. Students may experiment 
for fun or work towards develop-
ing a fully fledged product. The 
goal of the facility is “to offer 
a communal space for people to 
make, to share and to benefit from 
their work,” according to the col-
lege website.

The FabLab’s equipment 
includes: a laser cutter, 3D print-
er, desktop cutter and computer 
workstations. The FabLab is open  
Monday through Thursday, from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. It is located in 
room D-102, College of Alameda, 
555 Ralph Appezato Memorial 
Drive. Find out more at alameda.
peralta.edu.

Courtesy photo

The Tinker Bus was a hit at Sunday’s Maker Faire at 
Alameda Point. The former school bus was remade into 
a roving science, technology, engineering and math-
ematics classroom.  

City Schedules Minimum-Wage 
Increase Public Workshops

Sun Staff Reports
As reported last week, (“News 

Briefs,” July 5) the City of Alameda 
is considering increasing its mini-
mum wage and is gathering infor-
mation from the public on the idea. 
The city will be holding four work-
shops at the Elks Lodge, Rathskellar 
(basement), 2255 Santa Clara Ave., 
to discuss different scenarios for 
raising the minimum wage.

One workshop has been set for  
Tuesday, July 17, from 6 to 8 p.m.;  
three additional workshops will 
take place on Thursday, July 19, 
from 8 to 9:30 a.m.; 2 to 4 p.m. and 
6 to 8 p.m.

In addition to these four work-

shops, the city has provided an 
online survey. The last day to com-
plete the survey will be Sunday, 
July 22.  

Alameda residents or employ-
ees of Alameda businesses may 
take the survey at surveymonkey.
com/r/minwage1.

Business owners or managers 
in Alameda may take the survey 
at surveymonkey.com/r/minwage2.

Surveys are available in Chinese, 
Korean, Spanish and Vietnamese at 
alamedaca.gov/wages. 

For more information, contact 
Eric Fonstein, development man-
ager, at 747-6895 or efonstein@ 
alamedaca.gov.

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda Unified School 

District (AUSD) Board of Education 
approved 15 members for the 
Committee to Consider High School 
Consolidation at the June 26 School 
Board meeting.

The committee will examine the 
“viability, desirability and effects” 
that would come from combining 
Alameda and Encinal high schools 
into one comprehensive high 
school, according to an AUSD press 
release.

The board selected Mia Bonta, 
Richard Bunker, Kelly Hartlaub 
Gregor, Dorothy Jones, Chuck 
Kapelke, Cameron Furuichi-Fong, 
Marva Lyons, Cheryl Lua, Liza 
Gabato Morse, Sofía Orduña, Ron 
Parodi, Melanie Shannon, Kathy 
Lamb-Tansey, Bill Withrow and 
Cindy Zecher to be on the commit-
tee. The appointees include stu-
dents, staff and community mem-
bers from the West End, East End 
and Bay Farm Island. The board 
considered more than 50 appli-
cants for the committee.

The committee will likely add 
four more members before meet-
ings take place this fall. The com-
mittee will add four more current 
students, bringing the total from 
two to six, at the urging of high 
school students and several of the 
nominated adult applicants to get a 
better representation of the student 
perspective. Applications for the 

four added members will be sent to 
students in August. The Board will 
also encourage student members 
to create a student subcommittee 
to seek student opinions.

The committee will meet seven 
to eight times this fall to review the 
potential effects of a merger. Topics 
they will examine include demo-
graphic projections; traffic, trans-
portation, and parking concerns 
The committe will also discuss how 
a merger would affect course offer-
ings, staffing, special education, stu-
dent mental health and opportuni-
ties in athletics, the arts and school 
leadership. The committee will lay 
out several scenarios for a potential 
new configuration, but will not make 
a specific recommendation. 

All meetings will be held at 
Island High School and open to the 
public.

Merging Alameda and Encinal 
high schools has been discussed 
for several decades. This spring, 
community and school faculty 
members asked for a new review 
of the concept. The members felt a 
merged school would allow AUSD 
to provide a more comprehensive 
high school education to all AUSD 
students. Also, board members 
felt the money saved by combin-
ing the schools could go towards 
improving AUSD employee salaries, 
which despite recent raises have 
long been lower than the county 
average.


