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how to irrigate properly.
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Sun Staff Reports
Alameda Point Partners, LLC 

(APP) announced last week that it 
has completed demolition of the 
entire 30-acre Site A and is 50 per-
cent complete with construction of 
the infrastructure, which includes 
water, sewer, electrical and gas 
lines; a street grid with bike and 
transit lanes; 8 acres of original 
parks as well as a ferry terminal in 
Seaplane Lagoon. The ferry dock is 
currently being fabricated and con-
struction of the terminal is slated 
to begin this fall. 

“One of the most significant 
components of the plan is the 
transit infrastructure with multi-
modal strategies that complement 
and build off each other,” said 
Stephanie Hill, a spokesperson for 
APP. “This includes: the new ferry 
terminal, bus rapid transit, the 
‘last mile’ connection to BART with 
shuttle service every 15-minutes 
in peak periods, plus bike and car 
sharing.” 

Completion of the infrastruc-
ture for phase one of Site A is 

expected in late 2019, followed by 
the completion of the ferry termi-
nal in early 2020.

Crews broke ground on Block 9 
of Site A earlier this month. The site 
will see construction of 200 market-
rate residential units. This new res-
idential community will feature a 
fitness and cardio center, rooftop 
deck, resident lounge, co-working 
spaces. It offers panoramic views 
of Alameda’s Seaplane Lagoon, the 
San Francisco Bay and the San 
Francisco skyline. The new devel-
opment will also include approxi-
mately 10,000 square feet of retail 
and commercial space. 

Eden Housing recently started 
construction on 60 units of senior 
housing on Block 8, with a for-
mal groundbreaking ceremony 
expected to take place today. Eden 
Housing will develop a total of 130 
affordable housing units on Block 
8, a two-acre parcel at the corner 
of West Atlantic Avenue and Orion 
Street. Eden’s apartments will be 
affordable to extremely low, very 
low and moderate-income house-

holds in two buildings. One will 
provide 60 units of senior housing, 
while the other will provide 70 
units of family housing. 

Hill stated that Block 6, which 
has been purchased by Trumark 
Homes, will start construction this 
summer. Trumark plans to build 64 
townhomes. Block 7 is currently 
optioned by Trumark for 60 town-
homes, and APP expects to close 
on the sale of the property in mid-
July 2019. 

On Block 11, Managing Partner 
Trammell Crow Residential, 
in a venture with Los Angeles-
based developer Cypress Equity 
Investments, will construct a 
220-unit market-rate apartment  

Point Partners See 
Progress at Site A

Courtesy Alameda Point Partners

The groundwork has been laid for new neighborhoods to arise on the grounds of the 
former Alameda Naval Air Station.

b POINT: Page 3

“Construction of 
Site A will be a 
catalyst for the 
redevelopment of 
the entire base.”

— Stephanie Hill, APP

Irene Dieter
As the East Bay Regional Park 

District (EBPRD) celebrates its 85th 
anniversary and makes plans for 
the future, they want to know what 
features and activities locals would 
like to see added, and what can be 
improved. All are encouraged to par-
ticipate in a survey that also teaches 
about some of the issues the district 
is facing throughout its 73 parks in 
Alameda and Contra Costa counties.

What park issues are impor-
tant? Keeping mountain bikes off 
narrow hiking trails? Planting more 
trees? Restoring natural habitat? 
Having more camping opportuni-
ties? Whatever 
it is, now is an 
opportunity to be 
heard.

EBPRD is pri-
marily financed 
through property 
tax. We get a lot 
for our money. 
Within the City of 
Alameda, the park 
district manages 
Crown Beach, parts of the Bay Trail 
and Breakwater Beach. Most excit-
ing is that negotiations are being 
finalized to develop a brand new 
park along the estuary at Alameda 
Point.

At the Crab Cove Visitor Center 
on Crown Beach, the park district 
recently converted part of the 
building that was previously used 
as workshop space and renovated 
it to house two lab spaces for pub-
lic use and staff office spaces. The 
public restrooms there have been 
made ADA compliant. With the pas-
sage of Measure FF, the center is 
now open seven days a week.

A design for park expansion 
across the street from the Crab 
Cove Visitor Center is currently 
being drafted and public input 
meetings will follow. In the mean-
time, EBPRD has begun replacing 
an old sewer pipe at the end of 
McKay Avenue next to the visitor 

center. Upgrades to underground 
infrastructure and lighting on the 
street come next.

At Alameda Point’s Breakwater 
Beach, the park district will be 
restoring the sand dune as natural 
habitat, and upgrading the shore-
line next to the Bay Trail with more 
convenient non-motorized water-
craft access next year.

I’d like to see more trees plant-
ed at Crab Cove. Some are dead, 
others were removed and never 
replaced. Trees are important for 

the overall experi-
ence and for main-
taining a healthy 
planet.

Beyond the 
Island City, there 
are some 800 miles 
of wide, multi-use 
trails in the regional 
park system that 
allow bicycles, but 
the park district 

is facing pressure to allow bicycles 
on some of its serene narrow hiking 
trails. When filling out the survey, 
let the park district know whether 
they should maintain the current trail 
guidelines for safe, narrow trail use.

The park district’s board of 
directors will be touring Crab 
Cove and Breakwater Beach on 
Friday, July 26, from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and the public is welcome 
to attend. Register by email to  
boardsitetours@ebparks.org or call 
544-2510 by Thursday, July 18.

The district’s 24-question sur-
vey, available in four different 
languages, must be completed by 
Wednesday, July 31, and can be 
found at www.eastbayparksurvey.
com or when you visit the Crab 
Cove Visitor Center.

Irene Dieter serves on the EBRPD 
Park Advisory Committee and is a 
local open space advocate. Follow 
her on Twitter.com/IonAlameda 

Go Take a Hike 
(and a Survey)

I on Alameda

The park  
district’s board 
of directors will 
tour Crab Cove 
and Breakwater 
Beach on Friday, 
July 26.

East Bay Regional Park district looks 
for public input on future projects 

A Hair-Raising Fourth
TV painter Ross’ hairdresser amid floats in July 4 Parade

Eric J. Kos
Alameda’s Fourth of July Parade 

represents life in the Island City 
through its series of entrants from 
every corner of the community. 
From public officials, to sponsors, 
to herds of horses and the peo-
ple shoveling up after them, and 
entries presenting everything from 
political statements to blatant 
advertising, everyone receives a 
cheer. Each year judges choose 
the best entries to the parade who 
receive trophies or medals. 

The 2019 Mayor’s Trophy for 
best in parade went to the 300 
Block of Haight Avenue and its Star 
Wars-themed entry. The rest of the 
winners fall into categories:

Floats
First place: Bob Ross Paints 

Alameda; second: To America from 
the Heart of England: Berkeley 
Morris; third: Art Jam Group from 
Rhythmix Cultural Works.

Vehicles
First place: Alameda Theatre & 

Cineplex; second: Sikh Riders of 
America; third: Summer of Loving 
your Medicare: Calyx Health Care 
and Calyx Advantage.

Bicycles
First place: Alameda Bicycle 

Family Rides; second: Alameda 
Council Boy Scouts of America; 
third: Westside Joe’s.

Walking
First place: East Bay Toishan 

Association; second: International 
Chi Institute; third: Bay Isle 
Gymnastics.

School Bands
First place: Encinal High 

School; second: Academy of 
Alameda; third (tie): Alameda High 
School and Saint Joseph Notre 
Dame High School.

Civilian Bands
First place: The Mighty 

Neptunes; second place: Oldies 
but Goodies by East Bay 
Municipal Utilities District.

Equestrian Sweepstake
Hayward Hills Charros

Equestrian Group Open
Otaez Mexican Restaurant

Equestrian Mounted Group
First place: Rancho El 

Alfortunado; second: Los Amigos 
Vaqueros.

Dennis Evanosky
The City Council will discuss 

the city’s responses to the Grand 
Jury’s four findings and four rec-
ommendations at its Tuesday, July 
16, meeting. In a report released on 
June 21, the Grand Jury announced 
that its investigation concluded 
that two members of the City 
Council — then Vice Mayor Malia 
Vella and Councilmember Jim 
Oddie — violated the City Charter. 
“They took steps at the behest of 
a labor organization to push for 
its candidate by privately meeting 
with the City Manager and pressing 
the issue,” the report states. 

In addition, the Grand Jury 
concluded that Vella and Oddie 
appeared to use then-City 
Manager Jill Keimach’s perfor-
mance review “as leverage in the 
matter.” Jim Oddie “went further 
by making an indirect threat to 
the City Manager’s job. “He also 
wrote a letter on city stationery 
supporting the firefighters’ union-
backed candidate, Domenick 
Weaver, the report states.   

In drawing its conclusions, the 
Grand Jury stated that it “believes 
that the conduct described in this 
report did, in fact, violate the City 
Charter, it also believes it does not 
warrant moving forward with formal 
accusation proceedings.” This means 
that the Grand Jury did not believe 
that Vella or Oddie’s alleged viola-
tions rose to the level of misdemean-
or conduct under California law. 

However, the Grand Jury handed 
down four findings and four recom-
mendations. The Jury found that:

n The city does not provide 
Councilmembers with proper train-
ing. The Grand Jury stated that this 
“helped contribute to inappropri-
ate interference in the fire-chief 
hiring process.” 

n The City Charter fails to pro-
vide enforcement mechanisms 
when provisions of the Charter are 
violated. This “creates uncertainty 
when such violations occur.” 

n That the city allowed Vella 
and Oddie to participate in the 
editing of an outside investigator’s 
report. This action “damaged the 
‘independence’ of the analysis.”

n That “in violation of the City 
Charter they had sworn to uphold,” 
Vella and Oddie did interfere with 
Keimach’s ability “to conduct an 
open and transparent recruitment 
for the new fire chief.” 

The Jury recommended that: 
n The city establish policies 

that mandate initial training, ori-
entation and ongoing annual train-
ing “related to ethics and gover-
nance” for both elected officials 
and senior staff. 

n The city investigate “Charter 
and Municipal Code amendments 
that clarify and strengthen provi-
sions relating to governance, espe-
cially regarding Section 7-3.” This 
section reads, “Neither the Council 
nor any of the members thereof 
shall interfere with the execution 
by the City Manager of his or her 
powers and duties.”

n Councilmembers who “know-
ingly violate ethical codes of con-
duct” would not be able to seek 
reimbursement for related legal 
representation. 

n The city develop and imple-
ment a code of conduct and a hand-
book for Councilmembers. 

The City Council has three 
choices of how to respond to 
the four findings: agree, disagree 
partially or disagree wholly. The 
Grand Jury requires that the city 
explain its disagreements. The 
Council must respond to the four 
recommendations as to whether 
it has implemented or will imple-
ment them; whether they require 
further analysis or if the city will 
not implement them.

The City Council meets on 
Tuesday, July 15, at 7 p.m. in 
Council Chambers at City Hall, 2623 
Santa Clara Ave.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Jeannie Rodriguez

One of the unexpected entries to this year’s parade was “Bob Ross Paints Alameda!” 
Ross, a longtime television painter famous for his “happy trees” and iconic Afro is 
connected to the Island City through Alameda resident Elsa Greene, 84. According 
to the family, Greene was Ross’ hairstylist for about a decade. As seen above, every-
one in the Greene family’s float sported a Bob Ross Afro wig. 

City Council Ponders 
Grand Jury Responses


