
The 2015 Mayor’s Fourth of July 
Parade created a wealth of imag-
ery and patriotic spirit. See www. 
alamedasun.com for a gallery of 
photos from this year’s parade.

Among the highlights was the 
Rancho Al Fortunado, above, which 
graced the streets with their amaz-
ing horses and, believe it or not, 
even a well-behaved bull, right.

Equestrian entries to the pa-
rade parked their trailers off site 
and then marched to the parade 
route. Below, the Alameda County 
Sherriff’s Mounted Posse proceeds 
down Buena Vista Avenue on its 
way to the beginning of the parade.

Vol. 14 b No. 41
July 9, 2015

Alameda Sun 
is a publication of  

Stellar Media Group, Inc. 
3215J Encinal Ave. 
Alameda, CA 94501

News: (510) 263-1470
Ads: (510) 263-1471
Fax: (510) 263-1473

CONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS  .  .  .  . 2

FUR, FINS & FEATHERS  .  . 4

SPORTS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5

EVENT CALENDAR  .  .  .  . 6

PUZZLES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7

OPINION  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8

CLASSIFIED   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9

HOMETOWN
Fire Wire  
page 2

Police Blotter  
page 3

All the doings  
of Island safety 
& law personnel

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 05:55 20:34
July 10 05:56 20:33
July 11 05:56 20:33
July 12 05:57 20:33
July 13 05:57 20:32
July 14 05:58 20:32
July 15 05:59 20:31

Alameda Sun

JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko

Locally Owned, Community Oriented

Engagement announcement 
for Flener, Nicolaou

HOMETOWN NEWS 
To Be Wed          Page 7

SPORTS
Fourth Footrace     Page 5
Find out who took home the 

trophy at the R.A.C.E.

This face needs a  
caretaker like you.

FUR, FINS, FEATHERS
Because kittens    Page 4

IT’S BE 
NICE TO 

NEW  
JERSEY 
WEEK!

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
And Sudoku        Page 7

Visit us Online at 
www.                      .com

Like or Friend us
on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter 
at Alameda_Sun

Sun Staff Reports
The city of Alameda’s pub-

lic works department recently 
announced its “annual” street 
repair and resurfacing project will 
begin this month and is estimated 
to continue into September. Work 
hours run Monday through Friday, 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. During con-
struction, motorists will experience 
minor disruptions in traffic, tem-
porary loss of parking spaces and 
restricted street access, as well as 
an increase in noise and dust levels. 
Bus stop access will not be affected.

The following streets will receive 
an asphalt concrete overlay (ACO): 

• Page Street, from Taylor 
Avenue to Santa Clara Avenue 

• Paru Street, from San Antonio 
Avenue to Clinton Avenue

• Sherman Street, from Encinal 
Avenue to Dayton Avenue

• Peach Street, from Calhoun 
Street to the north end

• Lincoln Avenue, from Grand 
Street to Sherman Street 

• Power Court, from Lincoln 
Avenue to the south end

• Chapin Street, from Lincoln 
Avenue to approximately 120 feet 
north of Eagle Avenue

• Hibbard Street, from Lincoln 
Avenue to Buena Vista Avenue

ACO is a mixture of asphalt 
cement (tar), gravel and sand that 
is spread with a paving machine 
and compacted with rollers. For

Citywide Street 
Resurfacing 
Slated for Next 
Few Months
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Mayor’s Fourth Parade  
A Patriotic Panorama

Sinkhole on Otis 
Quickly Repaired 

Photos and Story by Eric J. Kos

Receiving quite a bit of appre-
ciation along the parade route was 
Alameda’s Gay Pride float, above. 
The Supreme Court’s recent ruling 
on gay marriage added extra glee.

Mayor Trish Herrera Spencer 
and her husband, Joel, led the pa-
rade in a bouncing green Chevrolet 
Impala equipped with hydraulic  
lifters, below.

Above, Alameda’s newest sister 
city didn’t miss a chance to partici-
pate in the parade, nor did Philip 
Fairchild’s pal, Daisy, right.

Of course, no Fourth of July pa-
rade would be complete without the 
appearance of Alameda first respond-
ers: the fire department, below, and 
police department, whose officers 
put in extra time and effort to ensure 
the parade took place safely. Photo courtesy Philip Fairchild

City Seeks Mosquito Rep

Amy Chu
Alameda Point is a scenic attrac-

tion for many. As the former Naval 
Air Station, it holds the USS Hornet 
Museum, popular paths for jog-
gers and picturesque views of the 
Bay. The Point is not only a tran-
quil spot for people, it is a place 
where harbor seals have inhabited 
undisturbed for at least 17 years. 
However, recently, that could have 
changed without the help of the 
seal-loving community.

As early as 1997, when the Navy 
left the base, seals have used the 
abandoned dock near the Hornet 
as a haul-out, a place to rest be-
tween periods in the water. The 
harbor seals are timid creatures, 
which is why their home at the 
Point is ideal, where there are 
rarely any people. On these docks, 
they bask in the sun with their 
pups and enjoy the peace.

Soon, the new home of the Wa-
ter Emergency Transportation Au-
thority (WETA) will compromise 
the haul-out’s construction plans. 
WETA plans to build the Central 
Bay Operations and Maintenance 
Center, a maintenance building for 
its ferries nearby. The multi-storied 
center will allow space for office 
staff and storage, but will force the 
seals to move.

The idea of forcing the seals to 
move angered many in the commu-
nity. “Harbor seals have been com-
ing to Alameda Point to find food 

and a suitable breeding habitat and 
resting area in recent years. Rather 
than encouraging their homestead, 
WETA wants to kick them out,” resi-
dents stated in a petition they drew 
up to encourage WETA to reconsid-
er how it planned to treat the seals.

Thanks, in part, to the members 
of the community who voiced con-
cern about the seals, WETA began 
working with the city and contacted 
harbor seal experts. They contract-
ed with Dr. Jim Harvey, director of 
the Moss Landing Marine Labora-
tories, to help with relocating the 
haul-out east of the dock that the 
seals had used and closer to Rob-
ert W. Crown Memorial State Beach. 
Harvey holds a Ph. D. from Oregon 
State University and specializes in 
harbor seals and their behavior.

“Staff is working to ensure that 
the proposed site is consistent with 
real estate and environmental docu-
ments,” the city stated. “WETA will be-
gin working with the regulatory agen-
cies to move the project forward.”

Harvey has proposed intermedi-
ate actions to help encourage the 
seals to become comfortable with 
the new proposed location. He will 
provide recommendations to the 
community, city staff and WETA, 
which has set aside $100,000 for 
the haul-out.

Amy Chu is in the Girls Inc.  
Eureka! Program as an Alameda Sun 
intern. She can be reached at editor@
alamedasun.com.

Richard Bangert

Alameda Point’s resident harbor seals.

Point Harbor Seals To 
Receive New Home

Ekene Ikeme
Alameda Public Works offi-

cials and Alameda Police Depart-
ment officers were called monitor 
and repair a section of Otis Drive 
that collapsed into a sinkhole last 
Wednesday, July 1.

Crews were working on emer-
gency repairs on Otis Drive be-
tween High and Mound streets, 
after an apparent water or sewer 
pipe rupture. Crews were seen 
patching the road up Wednesday 
evening. 

Alameda police re-routed traf-
fic on Otis, while construction 
workers were working on repairs. 
Alameda police sent a communi-
ty alert through its Nixle service 
just after 5 p.m. saying that Otis 
was closed to all traffic, due to 

the potential for the rupture to 
enlarge the sinkhole.

Police said the street would 
remain closed until further no-
tice. APD deemed the road was 
safe after repairs, and reopened 
Otis for vehicles at 4:29 p.m. 
Thursday, July 2. 

The affected area — along Otis 
between Mound and High — sits 
along the southern edge of Krusi 
Park. The surrounding area used 
to be marshland in the early 20th 
century before it was turned into 
a residential area that included 
Krusi Park and Otis Elementary 
School, according to the book Al-
ameda at Play by Woodruff Minor. 

Philanthropists Hermann and 
Ida Krusi donated four acres of 
land to the city in the late 1930s 

with the sole purpose of the city 
creating a park. The result, Krusi 
Park, was extended toward High 
Street in 1947 after the city pur-
chased more marshland. 

In 1997, the East Bay Mu-
nicipal Utility District (EBMUD) 
agreed to install a new irrigation 
system and renovate the ball-
fields in the western half of the 
park in exchange for permission 
to build a wastewater pump sta-
tion and storage basin there.

The city has not released the 
cause of the pipe rupture as of 
Tuesday, July 7. Officials at the 
Alameda Public Works Depart-
ment could not comment prior to 
deadline.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at 
eikeme@alamedasun.com.

Eric J. Kos

The day following the sinkhole’s appearance a construction crew appeared on 
site to repair it.

Sun Staff Reports
The City Council is seeking resi-

dents to serve on the board of 
trustees for the county’s Mosquito 
Abatement District.

The Board of Supervisors and 
the city councils of each of the 13 
cities within the district appoint 
one trustee to represent its con-
stituency on the governing board.

The board consists of individu-
als dedicated to community service 
and willing to accrue the knowl-
edge required to effectively gov-
ern a mosquito abatement district.  
Application forms may be obtained 
from, and filed with, the City Clerk, 
City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave., 
Room 380. 

Forms are available at www.
cityofalamedaca.gov/City-Hall/
Application-Forms) or by calling 
747-4800. Interested persons are 
encouraged to apply by July 30.


