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Date Rise Set
Today 5:52 20:35
July 5 5:53 20:35
July 6 5:53 20:34
July 7 5:54 20:34
July 8 5:54 20:34
July 9 5:55 20:34
July 10 5:56 20:33

Betty Young

New committee sworn in; cities 
around the world pair up.

HOMETOWN NEWS 
Sister City news   Page 11

HAPPY FOURTH!
Alameda Epicure Page 12
The burger to end all burgers, 

a uuuge, bigly burger. 

Meet an indigenous Alamedan, 
the black oystercatcher.

ALAMEDA WILDLIFE
Audubon column     Page 3

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Parade Program Inside!!!!

Happy Fourth of July!
Eric J. Kos

Longtime Fourth of July Parade Committee members left to right: Kendra 
Williams, Mark Sorenson and Barbara Price kick off the 2018 Fourth of July 
Parade (above). The trio will be out there again today, leading the community 

in what has long been rumored the longest Fourth of July Parade in the nation, 
and therefore, the world. Word from Price is that in 2020 the City of Alameda 
may be taking over production of the parade from the volunteer, nonprofit com-
mittee. The new arrangement has Sorenson and Price stepping down after more 
than a decade of service. Give them a wave if they pass by in their golf carts, 
they and their fellow committee members have played a huge role in the produc-
tion of the parade over the years. See the Official Parade Program inside this 
edition of the Alameda Sun for the complete order of march.

Jury Report 
Reveals Much 

Pride Day at City Hall

Animal Shelter to Open Satellite 
Adoption Center this Saturday

Sun Staff Reports
Friends of the Alameda Animal 

Shelter (FAAS) will launch its 
first satellite adoption center this 
Saturday, July 6, at 10 a.m. The new 
facility will be located in Alameda’s 
South Shore Center shopping mall 
and will be known as “FAAS South 
Shore.” Grand Opening day will 
start with a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony officiated by Alameda Mayor 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft. Team Kelly 
Lux of State Farm Insurance and 
Starbucks will provide refresh-
ments.

The 2,000-square-foot space will 
be the first business-district store 
in Alameda dedicated to the adop-
tion of homeless pets.  

“FAAS South Shore not only will 
give FAAS a second location to facili-
tate adoptions,” noted John L. Lipp, 
FAAS executive director. “It will also 
expand the scope of services that 
FAAS can offer the public.”

The space will include a large 
meeting room, so FAAS can offer 
pet-care education classes, plus 
grief counseling for pet owners who 
have lost a furry family member. In 
addition, the store will feature a Cat 
Experience Room where adoptable 
cats and kittens will roam freely in 
a retro-future-inspired décor. 

Photo & story by Dennis Evanosky

The City of Alameda and community members held a celebration of LGBTQIA+ 
Pride Wednesday, June 26, on the steps of City Hall. Mayor Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft proclaimed June 2019 LGBTQ Pride Month in the City of Alameda 

recognizing “the contributions of Alamedans who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender, queer and/or questioning to the arts, local businesses, schools, govern-
ment, community organizations and religious institutions. The City affirms the dignity, 
value and right to equal treatment of all community members.” Local dessert hotspot 
Cookiebar served “Pride” ice cream at the event.

Sun Staff Reports
Crab Cove Photography 

Exhibit on Tap
Alameda residents are invited to 

submit entries to a new photogra-
phy exhibit to be displayed week-
ends in August from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. in the Crab Cove Visitor Center, 
1252 McKay Ave. Entries are due by 
Friday, July 19. Anyone can submit 
one photo of nature and/or culture 
in an East Bay Regional Park.

The photo must be a digital file of 
at least one megabyte and cropped 
to 8 inches by 10 inches and emailed 
to ccove@ebparks.org. Include the 
phrase “Photo Exhibit — 2019” in 
the subject line. The message must 
include the photographer’s name, 
phone number, mailing address, the 
park where the photo was taken, 
whether the piece is a portrait or 
landscape print, the photo’s title and 
a short statement about photogra-
pher answering “Why this park?” and 
“Why this photo?” Also, indicated 
how many will attend the opening 
reception set for Friday, Aug. 2.

To learn more, call 544-3187 or 
write ccove@ebparks.org.

Tickets Available for Second 
Annual Mini Maker Faire
The Mini Maker Faire is a cel-

ebration of spirited maker culture, 
showcasing local do-it-yourselfers, 
scientists, designers, tinkerers and 
artisans that will return to Alameda 
Sunday, Aug. 11, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Alameda Point (Saratoga 
Street and West Ranger Avenue) 

Attendees will experience inter-
active exhibits and be inspired by 
the creativity and innovation of the 
local maker community. Last year’s 
Faire attracted more than 65 exhibi-
tors and 2,500 attendees, and this 
year’s Faire will have even more 
exhibits and attractions.

“There was such a broad and 
intriguing range of things to 
see and actually get your hands 
on and do. This is not a place 
with ‘Do Not Touch’ signs,” said 
Amanda Gehrke, with Alameda’s 
Community Development 
Department and co-producer of 
the event. “And the 2019 Faire 
will be even bigger and better: 
more makers, more art and more 
activities!” 

The Alameda Mini Maker 
Faire follows in the footsteps of 
its renowned parent event, Maker 
Faire Bay Area, which hosts 100,000 
visitors in San Mateo each May.  

Tickets and information are now 
available at alameda.makerfaire.
com. Tickets cost $5 in advance 
online, $7 at the door, and those 
younger than 5 and older than 65 
can attend for free. Two dollars 
from every ticket will go toward 
parklets, murals and place-making 
projects in West Alameda.

AMP Increased Rates Monday
Alameda Municipal Power 

(AMP) enacted a rate increase 
beginning July 1. The energy 
charge will increase slightly for 
all commercial customers — the 
average increase is approximate-
ly 1.8 to 2.5 percent.

Alameda’s small businesses, 
such as law offices and accoun-
tants’ offices, will see a $1 “custom-
er charge” increase from $28 to $29.

AMP’s commercial rates will 
still average approximately 11 to 19 
percent below PG&E’s commercial 
energy rates in neighboring com-
munities. Rate prices are set by 
the City Council-appointed Public 
Utilities Board. The board reviews 
rates annually.

For more information, visit 
alamedaamp.com.

News in Brief

Adoptable dogs will make 
appearances on weekends, includ-
ing monthly adoption events in the 
shopping center’s center courtyard. 

FAAS South Shore started 
as a successful pop-up store in 
December 2018. Since then, more 
than 70 individuals and businesses 
based in Alameda and neighbor-
ing communities have donated 
money, labor, materials and ser-
vices to make a permanent mall-
located adoption site a reality for 
Alameda’s homeless pets.

FAAS will continue to operate 
the main animal shelter, located 
at 1590 Fortmann Way in Alameda, 
and will offer adoptions at both 
locations.

“We would like to extend our 
heartful thanks to all the Founding 
Sponsors of FAAS South Shore who 

donated so generously, the indi-
viduals who helped us furnish the 
space, and to all the volunteers 
who donated hundreds of hours 
to help make this dream a reality,” 
said Lipp.

FAAS South Shore will be locat-
ed at 2228 South Shore Center 
across from Modern Mouse and 
kitty corner from Trabocco.  

FAAS South Shore’s sponsors 
include a significant cross-section 
of the Alameda business communi-
ty. FAAS also recognized a number 
of supporters who helped equip 
the new location by sending “store-
warming” gifts.

For more information, contact 
Carla Thornton, FAAS development 
and communications coordina-
tor, at cthornton@alamedaanimal  
shelter.org.

South Shore Shopping Center 
Unveils Neighborhood Project

Ekene Ikeme
The real estate firm that manag-

es South Shore Center will hold two 
days of community open houses 
for Alameda residents to discuss 
the new development plan for the 
property on Tuesday, July 9, and 
Wednesday, July 10.

Jamestown Properties, an 
Atlanta-based real estate invest-
ment and management firm with 
offices throughout the United 

States including San Francisco, 
is holding the open houses to 
inform and solicit input from resi-
dents on its future plans for South 
Shore Center. The real estate firm 
is calling the new development 
project the “South Shore Center 
Neighborhood Plan.” 

The plan proposes to amend 
the current development plan 
approved in 2009 with the  

Dennis Evanosky
After receiving more than 40 

complaints that Councilmember 
Jim Oddie and then-Vice Mayor 
Malia Vella had “wrongfully inter-
fered with the duties of the city 
manager” in 2017, the Alameda 
County Grand Jury decided on 
a two-fold inquiry into the com-
plaints. First, examine the role that 
elected officials play in Alameda’s 
system of government. Second, 
determine whether Oddie and/or 
Vella violated the City Charter by 
interfering with or attempting to 
influence City Manager Jill Keimach 
during the hiring of a new fire chief. 

The Grand Jury decided that, if 
its investigation uncovered any viola-
tions, it would determine whether it 
could make any recommendations for 
“structural change that would help 
prevent such conduct in the future.” 
The Grand Jury did find “a pattern 
of conduct by two Councilmembers 
that, taken together, amounted to 
inappropriate interference in the fire 
chief hiring process.”

In making its findings, the Grand 
Jury investigated the process for 
hiring a fire chief. It found the pro-
cess “rife with uncomfortable and 
unhealthy interactions between all 
parties.” These interactions led to 
Keimach “calling out” Oddie and 
Vella’s conduct, among others, the 
Grand Jury reported. 

The Grand Jury spelled out the 
“key events” that led to its conclu-
sions. These included: an alleged 
threat to fire Keimach, the meet-
ing that Keimach secretly recorded, 
a letter of recommendation that 
Oddie wrote on city letterhead and 
signed in his official capacity as a 
City Council member. The Grand 
Jury also investigated the hiring of 
a “governance consultant” to assist 
with performance reviews and that 
consultant’s resignation.

“It is quite telling that an outside 
consultant with years of city man-
agement experience terminated his 
contract with the city, forgoing full 
payment for his future services, 

because he did not want to partici-
pate in an unethical misuse of the 
performance review process,” the 
Grand Jury stated in its report. 

The Grand Jury also mentioned 
that Rolleri stood before the City 
Council with department heads 
standing behind him and read a let-
ter supporting Keimach. 

“While they did not attack CM1 
(Oddie) or CM2 (Vella) in any way, 
CM2 felt it was inappropriate for 
the management team to defend 
the city manager and step into the 
controversy,” the report stated. 

“Two members of the City Council 
violated the City Charter,” the Grand 
Jury concluded. “CM1 committed 
more significant violations.” 

However, the Grand Jury did 
not believe that any of the conduct 
it investigated warranted “mov-
ing forward with formal accusa-
tion proceedings.” The grand jury 
brings formal accusations when 
misdemeanors are involved and 
formal charges when the alleged 
crime rises to the level of a felony. 

“I am pleased that the Grand 
Jury has concluded its delibera-
tions and happy that the Jury 
determined that no further accusa-
tion proceedings are warranted,” 
Oddie stated. 

“I am glad this report is now 
public and that another investiga-
tion finds nothing new. While this 
has been a distraction, I continue 
to work hard for and serve the 
people of Alameda,” Vella stated. 

Note that the Grand Jury report 
did not name any individuals, saying 
“CM1” instead of Jim Oddie, “CM2” 
instead of then-Vice Mayor Malia 
Vella, “city manager” instead of Jill 
Keimach, “police chief” instead of 
Paul Rolleri, “labor-backed candi-
date” instead of Domenick Weaver 
and “fire labor leader” instead of 
Jeff DelBono. 

Read the report online at 
https://tinyurl.com/y64slznl.

The report begins on page 13. 
Grand Jury’s findings and recom-
mendations are on pages 30 and 31.

Maurice Ramirez Photography
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