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AFD Goes Above, Beyond
Dennis Evanosky

Members of the Alameda Fire Department 
(AFD) demonstrated extra-special heroics 
on Wednesday afternoon, June 24. 

They rescued a pelican tethered in and 
badly injured by a fishing hook and line 
between Bay Farm Island and the Elsie 
Roemer Bird Sanctuary.

Recently retired Lincoln Middle School 
teacher Sharmaine Moody spotted the strug-
gling pelican tethered on the mudflat. 

The crew of AFD’s rescue boat Zodiac 
arrived and cast a net around the distressed 
pelican. Crewmembers removed the assort-

ed fishing gear that had entangled the bird 
and pulled the pelican into their boat. They 
zoomed back to nearby boat dock. Moody 
was waiting with a transport crate to drive 
the pelican to International Bird Rescue’s 
water-bird care clinic in Fairfield. The clinic 
specializes in rehabilitating wild aquatic 
birds like pelicans for return to the wild.

“This incident is a strong reminder of 
the needless suffering that stray fishing gear 
and monofilament fishing line can cause for 
wildlife,” said Cindy Margulis. “Fishermen 
must remove all their gear from the water 
and shoreline to avoid causing excruciating 

suffering for other wildlife species caused 
by becoming ensnared in fishing hooks, line 
and other discarded gear.” Margulis, who 
lives in Alameda, is the director of philan-
thropy at the International Bird Rescue,In 
recent years, in Alameda, ospreys have 
become trapped in and have even died from 
entanglement in fishing line and gear. In 
fact, just last month, a local nesting osprey 
female at Alameda Point had to be trapped 
so rescuers could remove to remove fishing 
line from the bird.    

Lean more about the International Bird 
Rescue at www.BirdRescue.org

Wes Cheung and  
Kristina Swafford 

Independence Day is quickly 
approaching and, whether it is due 
to the months of shelter-in-place 
or the recent civil protests, people 
will be understandably looking for 
ways to blow off steam. For some, 
sparklers and confetti poppers are 
enough to celebrate the Fourth of 
July.  Others, like the Alameda man 
found with 500 pounds of illegal 
fireworks, may be looking for a 
little more “bang.”

In the weeks leading up to the 
Fourth of July, Alameda residents 
may experience an increase in fire-
works activity. It is important to 
remember, particularly during our 
dry summer season, that fireworks 

can be dangerous if handled or 
used incorrectly and are generally 
illegal to possess. If common sense 
isn’t enough to persuade someone 
from shooting an explosive into the 
dry brush, there are several state 
and local laws that drive it home.

Illegal conduct involving fire-
works generally falls in two cat-
egories — the sale/possession of 
fireworks and the use of fireworks.  
On the state level, Health and 
Safety Code Sections 12670 – 12690 
deal with fireworks.  For example, 
California Health and Safety Code 
Section 12676 makes it illegal to 
sell, transfer, or give dangerous 
fireworks to anyone without a valid 
permit.

Section 12677 generally makes 

it illegal to possess dangerous 
fireworks without a valid permit. 
Section 12679 makes it illegal to 
sell, store, or discharge fireworks 
near a gas station or near an area 
where flammable liquids are stored 
or dispensed and Section 12680 
makes it illegal to discharge fire-
works in situations where it may 
harm others or cause fear or panic. 

For the City of Alameda, the 
Municipal Code contains a section 
addressing fireworks. Seated in 
Chapter IV — Offenses and Public 
Safety, Article V; Section 4-35 of the 
Alameda Municipal Code prohibits 
both the furnishing of fireworks 
(either by sale or gift) and use of 
fireworks.  

CHP Snags Alameda Man with 
500 Pounds of Fireworks

California Highway Patrol, Solano
At 2:40 a.m., Thursday, June 19, California Highway Patrol made 

an enforcement stop on a white Dodge Caravan speeding along west-
bound Interstate 80 near Leisure Town Road in Vacaville. They cited 
the 23-year-old driver, an Alameda resident, for driving more than 100 
mph while traveling with two unrestrained young children and about 
500 pounds of illegal fireworks. CHP stated that the fireworks were in 
plain sight. The officers called the Vacaville Fire Department to assist 
them with disposing of the illegal items.

Sun Staff Reports
The Board of Education for 

the Alameda Unified School 
District (AUSD) voted on new 
schedules and guidelines for the 
coming school year at its board 
meeting June 24. 

The approved plan for all 
students include both a remote 
program that will 
be held entire-
ly online and a 
“Flexible Learning 
Program” (FLP) 
that will bring 
small groups of 
students to cam-
pus for half-day, 
in-person instruc-
tion four days a 
week. The FLP 
will help the dis-
trict comply with 
health officials’ 
orders and guide-
lines about social 
distancing and 
facility-cleaning. 

“Our deepest 
preference would 
be to have all 
of our students 
back on campus 
for a full day,” 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Pasquale Scuderi 
said. “We want 
that as much as our families do. 
At the current time, however, we 
need to follow health officials’ 
orders and guidelines and do our 
best to provide the best instruc-
tion while keeping the safety of 
our students, staff, families and 
community at the forefront of our 
thinking.” 

The flexible program includes 

half-day instruction four days a 
week. Under the approved flex-
ible parameters, small groups 
of elementary students will be 
assigned to attend school in 
either morning or afternoon on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Fridays. Students will do 
“asynchronous” (independent) 

work Wednesdays 
from home, while 
teachers prepare 
lessons and cus-
todians clean the 
campuses. 

Middle and 
high school stu-
dents also will 
be assigned to 
attend school in 
either the morn-
ing or afternoon 
on Mondays, 
T u e s d a y s , 
Thursdays and 
Fridays. Like 
elementary stu-
dents, middle and 
high students will 
work remotely 
W e d n e s d a y s . 
Students will take 
three classes per 
18-week semester, 
so that by the end 
of the school year 
they will have 

completed six courses. 
Tuesday night, the board also 

approved staff’s preliminary plan 
for a remote learning program 
for students who may not be 
able to return to in-class instruc-
tion in the fall. The course-
work will be primarily indepen-
dent and done at the student’s 
own pace. Teachers will work 

like case managers of students’ 
instruction, according to a AUSD 
press release, and will work with 
students one-to-one or in small 
groups; parents and guardians 
will work collaboratively with the 
teachers.

The program is designed for 
students who have underlying 
health conditions or who live 
with or are cared for people by 
people with medical conditions 
that make them more vulnera-
ble to COVID-19. These students 
will receive priority enrollment. 
AUSD will make efforts to accom-
modate other families who prefer 
the remote program. 

Enrollment for the remote 
program begins June 29. All fami-
lies will be contacted with the 
enrollment and program details 
soon. AUSD will provide informa-
tion on the flexible and remote 
programs in the next several 
days. 

hese will be distributed to all 
families, posted to the district’s 
“Planning for 2020-21” webpage, 
and promoted through the com-
munity. 

AUSD and its labor part-
ners will discuss COVID-related 
school year logistics over the 
next several weeks. 

At Tuesday’s meeting, the 
board also voted to approve the 
2020-21 budget and to accept the 
District Advisory Committee’s 
recommendation to declare two 
AUSD properties “surplus.” 

Visit www.alamedaunified.org 
for for updates.

City Reminds Residents 
to Obey Firework Laws

School District Outlines Flexible-Learning         
Plans for Alameda Public School Students
Students to alternate days, learn from home

Schools

“...we need to 
follow health 
officials’ 
orders and 
guidelines and 
do our best 
to provide the 
best instruction 
while keeping 
the safety of 
our students, 
staff, families 
and community 
at the forefront 
of our think-
ing.”

— Superintendent  
Pasquale Scuderi
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Mayor Goes Monthly
Sun Staff Reports

News about 
COVID-19 is no longer 
changing as rapidly 
it did initially. With 
that in mind, Mayor 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft 
will transition to writ-
ing monthly, rather 
than weekly updates. 
She will write her 
next update at the 

end of July. Mayor 
Ashcraft encourages 
Alamedans to keep up 
to date about COVID-
19 from Alameda 
County at acphd.
org and the City of 
Alameda at alam-
edaca.gov. And stay 6 
feet away from others, 
wash your hands and 
wear your masks!

Alamedans Help Neighbor
Ekene Ikeme

Alameda residents helped fel-
low Alamedan Fredrick Alexander 
clean graffiti off his two vehicles 
after someone spray painted “ALM” 
(All Lives Matter) on it. Alexander, 
a Black male, noticed the vandal-
ism to his vehicles Sunday, June 28, 
on Otis Drive. After neighbors were 
notified, they helped clean the graf-
fiti and offered their sorrow. 

The good deeds did not stop 
there. Residents also wrote words 
of love and encouragement in chalk 
on the sidewalk in front of his 
home. Neighbor Justine Francis cre-
ated Gofundme page in Alexander’s 
honor. The page has accumulated 
more than $16,000, far exceeding 
its goal of $10,000. 

To donate, visit Gofundme.com 
and search community response.

Council Taking Steps
Ekene Ikeme

The City Council will soon be 
selecting residents to create a 
steering committee that will offer 
recommendations to the Council 
to address “systemic anti-racism” 
in Alameda. 

At the June 29 special Council 
meeting, councilmembers unani-
mously approved a plan to create 
a community-led steering com-
mittee. 

The steering committee will 
discuss ways the city can ensure 
and provide safety and security 
for all Alamedans, according to 
a memorandum from Vice Mayor 
John Knox White. 

The committee will consist of 
seven-to-nine residents that are 
gender, racially (multiple Black 
people) and geographically (i.e. 
West End, Bay Farm Island) 
diverse. Three of the members 
will represent community inter-
est groups, two members from 
the business community and two 
members from high impacted 
communities.

The steering committee will 
focus on issues such as review-
ing Alameda Police Department 
(APD) policies and practices, 
unbundling police services, anti-
racism, and police oversight 
and accountability. The Council 
selected Mayor Marilyn Ezzy 

Ashcraft and Councilmember 
Malia Vella to join the committee 
as non-voting ex officio members.

The Council tasked city staff 
with creating a proposal to 
address the committee’s goals, 
objectives and a work plan by 
July 31. Staff will hold five Town 
Hall meetings to seek public 
input. Members of the committee 
will be selected by August.

More than 20 residents spoke 
at the virtual special Council meet-
ing. Several residents called for 
defunding APD. Resident Amos 
White said he would be concerned 
if the Council solely ran the pro-
cess in reviewing the police.

“I don’t know how council 
can actually run its own process 
where the community is asking 
for leadership in what is an issue 
of systemic racism and having to 
do with the systemic issues at 
which council is a part of,” White 
said. 

Know White agreed. “What I 
hear from speakers is we need 
a community-led process, not a 
staff-led process,” he said. 

At the meeting, Council also 
requested that staff review APD 
Chief Paul Rolleri’s June 10 police 
recommendations, which includ-
ed APD’s proposal to not respond 
to calls dealing with people with 
mental health problems. 


