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Celebrating Our 
National Heritage

Sun Staff Reports

No place does the Fourth of July quite like Alameda. In celebration of 
the birthday of the United States of America, Alameda will play host to 
a parade consisting of more than 150 entrants over a 4.6-mile route 

from Park Street to Webster Street. Thousands of spectators (above) will line 
the parade route this Saturday. Preceding the parade at 9 a.m. is the Ralph 
Appezzato Charity Event (R.A.C.E.) foot race which raises money for local 
charities. Please be aware of street closures associated with the parade and 
race. For all the details on street closures and the order of the march, see the 
Alameda Sun’s official 2015 parade program tucked inside this edition.

Richard Bangert
The annual tours to the least 

tern colony at Alameda Point were 
sold out again this year. Three 
groups totaling about 100 people 
listened to a presentation about 
the endangered birds before 
boarding a bus at the Crab Cove 
Visitors’ Center.

It is the only time that the gen-
eral public is permitted to enter 
the federally owned former air-
craft runway area to view the terns 
nesting. Guests are not allowed to 
leave the bus.

This once-a-year glimpse of 
Alameda’s colony, managed by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS), is very different from 
the daily opportunities to view the 
Huntington State Beach least tern 
colony near Los Angeles, managed 
by the California Department of 
Parks and Recreation.

The 9.6-acre Alameda Point least 
tern nesting site has a 500-acre buf-
fer zone. During the nesting season, 
volunteers monitor and record tern 
behavior and threats from preda-
tors, such as hawks and falcons, 
while sitting in their vehicles. 

The 13-acre Huntington State 
Beach Least Tern Natural Preserve 
is protected by a 15-foot buffer zone 
on three sides. The Huntington 
Beach Bike Trail hugs the fourth 
side of the colony, with the busy 

Pacific Coast Highway 
just 40 feet away.

At Huntington State 
Beach, docents amble 
around to educate 
visitors about natural 
history and conserva-
tion while recording 
observations about 
predators. Over the 
recent Memorial Day weekend at 
Huntington Beach, people casting 
fishing lines into the ocean, throw-
ing Frisbees, and laying on blankets 
were often not more than 30 feet 
from adult least terns loafing and 
sometimes mating on the beach.

During the non-nesting season 
in Alameda, volunteers remove 
weeds by hand, and pick up terra-
cotta tiles, wooden A-frames, and 
oyster shells used for sheltering 
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A 15-foot buffer zone protects the 13-acre Huntington State Beach Least Tern 
Natural Preserve. Docents amble around to educate visitors about natural history 
and conservation. 

Policies Differ On 
Protecting Terns

the chicks, and then re-distribute 
them in April before the terns 
arrive. USFWS sprays an herbicide 
before the terns arrive to mini-
mize vegetation that sprouts up 
on the bed of imported sand. This 
is to help to maintain the look of 
a beach with good sight lines pre-
ferred by terns.

At the Huntington Beach 
Preserve, the state park depart-
ment stopped using shelters. They, 
too, use an herbicide, but only for 
grasses. The low-growing flowering 
vegetation on this natural beach is 
allowed to remain and serves as 
camouflage for nesting adults and 
for the chicks when they hatch.

In comparison, Alameda Point’s 9.6-acre Alameda Point 
least tern nesting site has a 500-acre buffer zone. In the 
distance, a bus took about 100 visitors by the site  
during the recent “Return of the Terns” tour. 

The Huntington State 
Beach Least Tern 
Natural Preserve was 
established in 1973 as 
the first fully protrected 
tern colony in the state.
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Dennis Evanosky
The visit of a Filipino delega-

tion to Alameda earlier this month 
from Dumaguete in the Philippines, 
the Island City’s newest sister city 
(“Alameda Greets New Sister City,” 
June 11) has raised eyebrows in 
Dumaguete. One member of the 
Sangguniang Panlungsod (SP) — 
the city’s legislative body — is cry-
ing “foul,” while the acting mayor is 
saying “fair.” 

SP member Antonio Remollo 
told the Filipino newspaper the 
Visayan Daily Star that Dumaguete 
Mayor Manuel Sagarbarria’s trip 
to Alameda was “highly irregular 
in the absence of any resolution 
from the SP.” 

Dumaguete’s acting mayor 
Woodrow “Woody” Maquiling dis-
puted Remollo’s claim. He told 
another Filipino newspaper the 
Negros Chronicle that the trip to 
Alameda was “upon official invita-
tion of Alameda government.” 

According to Remollo, the irreg-
ularity reached beyond the mayor 
and included three members of 
Sagarbarria’s delegation who work 
for the city of Dumaguete. “Bringing 
the name of the city in a transac-
tion, in this case signing a sister-
hood agreement with Alameda City, 
without the imprimatur of the SP, 
is highly irregular and should not 
have happened,” Remollo told the 
Daily Star. 

He said he would not be sur-
prised if the SP declared the 
expenses incurred during the trip 
null and void because the legisla-
tive body did not sanction the visit 
to Alameda. The SP has the power 
to approve or decline expenses 
incurred during trips like these.

The newspaper The Freeman 
wrote that Remollo “criticized 
Sagarbarria for his desire to ink a sis-
terhood agreement with Alameda, 
while junking an approved resolu-
tion, which he (Remollo) authored, 
for a sisterhood agreement with 
Cebu City” in 2014. 

Remollo told the Daily Star that 
he had no issue with the city of 
Alameda picking up the tab for the 
Sagabarria’s junket. “There will be 
no problems if the expenses for 
the trip are shouldered by their 
counterparts in Alameda, USA, in 
the absence of any resolution from 
the SP,” he told the Daily Star. He 
said that the Commission on Audit 
“is very strict on this.” The com-
mission’s primary function to exam-
ine, audit and settle accounts and 
expenditures of the funds and prop-
erties of the Philippine government.

Maquiling disputes Remollo’s 
claim that the trip needed SP approv-
al. Maquiling pointed out that “once 
sisterhood is finalized, the Alameda 
officials will be here (in Dumaguete) 
also upon the city’s invitation to sign 
formal sisterhood papers.” 

Maquiling agrees with Remollo 
about who should pick up the tab 
for Sagarbarria’s trip here. He told 
the Negros Chronicle that the del-
egation’s “travel fares were shoul-
dered by Alameda city.” 

Maquiling told the newspaper 
The Freeman that “whatever agree-
ment reached between Alameda 
City and the Dumaguete delega-
tion, headed by Mayor Manuel 
Sagarbarria, will still be subject to 
review, approval and ratification of 
the council.”

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Sister City Tempest 
Brews in Philippines
Official says junket wasn’t authorized 

Boatworks Project Will 
Have to Try Again

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

AFD Responds to House Fire
Alameda firefighters were called 

to a house on the 1600 block of 
Paru Street to put out a blaze 
Saturday, June 27.

The firefighters arrived at the 
residence around 1:56 p.m., said 
Alameda Fire Department (AFD) 
Captain James Colburn, after the 
occupants discovered smoke in the 
attic of the one-story home. The 
firefighters were able to extinguish 
the blaze in less than 20 minutes, 
according to Colburn. Damage 
was limited to the attic and goods 
stored there. 

One firefighter was treated for 
a minor injury, but remained on 
duty. The two occupants of the 
house were displaced. Firefighters 
say the fire started by accident 
when a halogen lamp bulb came in 
contact with combustible materi-
als, Colburn said.

“Those halogen lights put out a 
lot of heat,” he said.

AFD Offers Safety Program
Alameda Fire Department’s 

(AFD) Safety Accessibility 
Program provides much-need-

ed services to low-to-moderate 
income residents over 62 and to 
the disabled of any age.  

The program installs both 
smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors, as well as grab bars, 
handrails and raised toilets. It 
also provides nightlights, flash-
lights and grab sticks.

“The program is eager to serve 
you and your family,” said AFD 
Chief Doug Long. If you are an 
Alameda resident, call Ruth Ann 
Crawford at 337-2133 to see if you 
or your loved one qualifies.

World Cup Soccer to 
Broadcast at the Theater
The Alameda Theatre & 

Cineplex is offering a free televised 
simulcast of Women’s World Cup 
Soccer. The live event will be pre-
sented in the Cineplex at 1 p.m., 
Saturday, July 4 and 4 p.m. Sunday, 
July 5. Seating will begin 30 minutes 
before game time.  

Alameda Cinema Grill will sell 
wine and pizza at the theater’s 
snack bar in addition to fresh the-
atre popcorn and snacks. Free tick-
ets for this event are available at 
the Theatre Box Office only; limit  
two per person.

Police Cite Dozens in Ped Sting
Sun Staff Reports

Alameda Police Department 
(APD) and other neighboring 
police agencies set up a pedes-
trian sting operation that result-
ed in 168 citations being issued 
Wednesday, June 24.

The operation took place 
at eight different intersec-
tions throughout the city last 
Wednesday spanning from morn-
ing to afternoon. Approximately 
80 percent of the citations were 
for pedestrian violations; how-
ever, additional citations were 

issued for distracted driving and 
excessive speed. 

The operation was part of an 
Alameda County operation with 
the intent to educate drivers and 
reduce the number of pedestri-
an and vehicle collisions, police 
said. Twenty traffic officers from 
around the county assisted the 
APD’s traffic unit in the pedestri-
an decoy operation. Similar oper-
ations have already taken place in 
other cities.

Dennis Evanosky
The Planning Board unanimous-

ly put a stop to Francis Collins’ 
Boatworks project at its June 22 
meeting. The move came after City 
Planner Andrew Thomas pointed 
out several issues to board mem-
bers, among them that taxpayers, 
rather than Collins, would foot the 
most of the bill to construct the 
80-foot-long public dock. 

Thomas also said that of the 
61,000 square feet of open space, 
5,000 square feet are under water 
at high tide. Collins wants the city 
to count this underwater prop-
erty, as well as some sidewalk 
space as open space; something 
that Thomas pointed out is not 
usually done. 

Collins’ architect Philip Banta 
hopefully asked Thomas if the city 
typically included water elements 
as open space. Thomas said that 
it did not. Board member Stanley 
Tang expressed his concern that 
counting water as open space in 
this project could set an unwanted 
precedent.

Board member Kristopher 
Köster inquired about parking 
requirements for the planned two-
acre park. He questioned whether 
the plan required Collins to provide 
enough parking for residents wish-
ing to use the dock.  

Board member David Burton 
called Collins’ new plan “packed 
in” and said it had some “nasty 
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