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Alameda Names New 
Sister City in S. Korea

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda City Council 

adopted a resolution authorizing 
a new Sister City relationship at 
its June 20 meeting. Mayor Trish 
Spencer signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding regarding the 
formulation and implementa-
tion of the agreement between 
Yeongdong-gun, South Korea 
and the City of Alameda.

Yeongdong is located in a 
mountainous region of South 
Korea, has a population of more 
than 50,000, and is one of South 
Korea’s largest wine-producing 
regions. The Sister City relation-
ship is an opportunity for eco-
nomic, technological, and cul-
tural exchange.

Alameda’s Sister City program 
is a partnership between the 
City and the nonprofit Alameda 
Sister Cities Association (ASCA). 
ASCA and City  staff worked with 
Yeongdong officials to plan for a 
delegation visit from Yeongdong 
to Alameda from July 2 to 5, to 
participate in the Fourth of July 
celebrations.

The Sister City relation-
ship will be formalized on 
Monday, July 3, at 10 a.m. in 
Council Chambers, and will 
include remarks from Mayor 
Spencer; Councilmember Jim 
Oddie, Hee Jeong Matz, chair-
person of the Yeongdong-gun 
Sister City Subcommittee; Park 
Se-bok, Mayor of Yeongdong-

gun; and Jeong Chun-taek, 
County Council Chairperson of 
Yeongdong-gun.

ASCA evaluates and recom-
mends new Sister Cities for adop-
tion, and in February 2017, recom-
mended three new Sister Cities, 
Varazze in Italy, Wadi Foquin 
in the Palestinian Territories, 
and Yeongdong in South Korea. 
Alameda currently has two active 
Sister Cities, Jiangyin, China and 
Dumaguete, Philippines.

Staff is working closely with 
ASCA to develop guidelines for 
the Sister City program, includ-
ing criteria for adoption. These 
guidelines are expected to come 
before the council for review 
and approval in July.

Courtesy City of Alameda

New Fire Station in 
Service Mid-Island

Photo & story by Eric J. Kos

According to officials with the Alameda Fire Department, Alameda’s new Fire 
Station No. 3 is staffed and has been in operation since the department 
moved in on June 14. A grand opening celebration is currently in the works. 

The adjoining Emergency Operations Center interior remains under construction.

Dennis Evanosky
“Alamedans in Charge — A 

Coalition of Rental Property 
Owners, Businesses, and Tenants 
for Fair and Affordable Housing 
appeared at City Hall on Monday 
to turn in the signatures neces-
sary to put its referendum on the 
November 2018 ballot.  The organi-
zation will soon turn its attention to 
putting a second item, an initiative 
on that ballot as well.  

On May 21, 2016, the City 
Council gave its final approval to the 
rent stabilization ordinance, which 
amended Article XV of Chapter VI 
of the Municipal Code. Among other 
changes, the amendment allowed 
no-cause evictions — those that 
permit a landlord to evict tenants 
by simply filing 30- or 60-day notices 
to vacate without giving the tenants 
reasons for the evictions.  

However, the amendments lim-
ited the number of no-cause evic-
tions in a single building, capped 
the amount of rent that landlords 
could charge any new tenants and 
required payment of a relocation 
fee to each evicted tenant. Fifty-
six percent of the voters affirmed 
this ordinance when they approved 
Measure L1 in November 2016. 

On June 6, by a vote of 3-2, the City 
Council passed Ordinance No. 3180. 
Mayor Trish Spencer and Councilman 
Frank Matarrese voted “no.” The 
new ordinance, which does not take 
effect until July 9, will rid Article XV 
inthe City Charter of the clause that 
allowed no-cause evictions. 

Landlords and their allies began 
working to overturn City Council’s 
change. They teamed up under the 
name “Alamedans in Charge — A 
Coalition of Rental Property Owners, 
Businesses, and Tenants for Fair and 
Affordable Housing,” and filed the 
necessary paperwork to place both 
a referendum and an initiative on the 
November 2018 ballot. 

The group first filed the paper-
work for the referendum. In order 
to qualify this item for the bal-
lot, “Alamedans in Charge” had 30 
days from June 6 to collect 4,800 
signatures — 10 percent of the reg-
istered voters. They began doing so 
on June 9 and have now submitted 
the required number of signatures.

If the group succeeds in having at 
least 4,800 signatures validated, not 
only will the referendum make the 
ballot, but no-cause evictions would 
again be allowed until the voters 
resolve the matter in November 2018. 
A majority of “yes” votes at the polls 
would then repeal the City Council’s 
decision to prohibit no-cause evic-
tions. However, the Council could 
vote to reenact the ban. 

On June 14, the group also filed 

a notice of intent to file the paper-
work to qualify an initiative for the 
ballot to amend the City Charter. 
This action would have a distinct-
ly different effect than the afore-
mentioned referendum. If voters 
approve this measure in November 
2018, the City would have to amend 
its Charter, preventing the City 
Council from reenacting the ban on 
no-cause evictions, only the vote of 
the people could do that.   

To get the initiative to amend 
the City Charter on the ballot, 
“Alamedans in Charge” have sig-
nificantly more time, 180 days, to 
collect signatures from 15 percent 
or 7,200 of the registered voters. If 
the initiative passes voter muster 
in November 2018, the vote would 
simply void the June 6 ordinance 
and only the vote of the people 
could restore the ban on no-cause 
evictions. 

It should be noted that neither 
the referendum nor the initiative 
tinkers with the tenants’ rights 
under the current ordinance. These 
measures, if approved by the vot-
ers, would only restore the land-
lords’ rights to terminate tenancies 
with 30- or 60-day notices.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda Police Department 

(APD) investigators are still search-
ing for information on what led to a 
shooting last Wednesday, June 21, 
on the 300 block of Cypress Street 
that resulted in a victim with a gun-
shot wound. 

The incident occurred near the 
intersection of Cypress and Third 
streets at 3:57 p.m. Upon arriv-
al, officers found evidence that a 
shooting took place, but all parties 
had already fled the scene.

However, about an hour later, 
APD dispatch received a call from 
an Alameda resident stating her 
son recently suffered a gunshot 
wound. The male victim, 21, was 
transported to Highland Hospital by 
Alameda Fire Department paramed-
ics. He was described as having non-
life threatening injuries. The victim 
is an Alameda resident. APD has 
not released the his name. Officers 
contacted the victim and are still 
determining his involvement in the 
incident. The man has since been 
released from the hospital. 

Alameda County sheriff’s depu-
ties helped with evidence collect-
ing at the scene of the crime. 

Alameda police Lt. Hoshmand 
Durani said the department is not 
in position to release any further 
details about the incident as of 
Tuesday, June 27. 

This is the second shooting 
incident in Alameda this year. On 
Feb. 1, Alameda resident Vedder 
Li shot and killed Vallejo resident 
Marquez Warren after Warren alleg-
edly broke into Li’s home. 

The incident occurred at 10:45 
a.m. Durani said Warren broke a 
rear glass door to enter the home. 
He then forced his way into one of 
the bedrooms. There he was con-
fronted by Li, an off-duty Contra 
Costa County sheriff’s deputy. Li 
opened fire and shot Warren sev-
eral times, according to reports. 
Warren ran outside the residence 
where he later collapsed.

The first responders at the 
scene performed CPR on Warren 
then transported him to Highland 
Hospital. He was pronounced dead 
later on that day. Warren was just 
19 years of age. He was a student at 
Oakland High.

APD described the incident as 
an officer-involved shooting and 
not a murder. Li was never charged 
for the shooting.

Police ordered residents to shel-
ter-in-place following the shooting 
as they searched for additional 
suspects. There were reports that 
Warren might have had one or 
more accomplices.

Warren’s death is the only report-
ed homicide in Alameda this year.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.

‘Alamedans in Charge’ 
Submit Signatures

Fourth Parade 
Celebrates 
41st Year

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda’s 4th of July Parade 

is the longest in the nation with 
a route that spans 3.3 miles. This 
year, more than 170 entries, 2,500 
participants will march across town 
and more than 60,000 spectator will 
watch along the route. The home-
town celebration includes floats, 
marching bands, 150 equestrians 
(and one bull), dance troops, bands 
and classic cars driving dignitar-
ies. The Coast Guard’s color guard 
leads the parade (left).

The parade starts at 10 a.m. 
on Park Street at Lincoln Avenue 
and runs for two hours. A 5K Race 
precedes the parade at 9 a.m. at 
1417 Park St. (between Central and 
Santa Clara avenues) and follows 
the parade route. To join the race, 
visit www.alamedarace.com/RACE.

Be advised many major arteries 
through Alameda will be closed for 
the duration of the events. 

For more information, visit 
www.alamedaparade.com or con-
tact Barbara Price at 263-9399 or  
barbara@pkconsultants.com.

Shots Shock West End; 
Police Seeking Details
Second shooting in Alameda this year

APD described 
the incident as an 
officer-involved 
shooting and not 
a murder. Li was 
never charged for 
the shooting.

New Parking 
Rules in Place

Sun Staff Reports
The City Council and the 

homeowner associations near 
the Harbor Bay Ferry Terminal 
approved a residential permit 
parking program last February. 
The program will allow parking 
for only up to four hours on resi-
dential streets without valid per-
mits. Enforcement will begin on 
Tuesday, Aug. 1. Enforcement of 
two-hour parking along Adelphian 
Way also will begin that same day. 

The Alameda Police 
Department will begin issuing 
tickets to motorists who do not 
obey the new restrictions. The 
idea is that this will help mini-
mize disruption to adjacent resi-
dential neighborhoods. 

In the meantime the City 
hopes to acquaint ferryboat 
patrons with four alternate ways 
to reach the terminal with its 
brochure Four Fast Ways to the 
Ferry. The brochure offers alter-
natives to taking a car, include 
riding a free bus, AC Transit Line 
21, biking, walking and sharing a 
ride using a carpooling service.


