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Frances Martinez

Young pianist performs for 
Waters Edge seniors.
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Barbara Mickle earns  
distiguished trophy in golf.
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Locals Rally for U.S. 
Immigrant Families

Buddhist Temple Hosts Annual Bazaar

Mayor Names Four 
2018 Grand Marshals
Longtime business owners selected along with Buddhist 
Temple’s leader as special guests of Fourth Parade

Photos & story by 
Dennis Evanosky

The mayor has chosen four pil-
lars of the Alameda community to 
serve as the Fourth of July Parade’s 
Grand Marshals. To be selected 
for this role is a great honor. The 
Grand Marshals appear in the 
parade immediately following the 
mayor at entry number 3A. The 
Alameda Sun salutes Alameda’s 
2018 Grand Marshals: Mas Takano, 
Pauline Kelley, Duane Watson and 
Gordon Ma.

Mas Takano
Mas Takano was born and raised 

in Alameda, with the exception of 
the World War II 
years, when the 
Japanese were 
incarcerated in 
various concen-
tration camps 
located through-
out the United 
States. Takano, 
his parents and 
two sisters were evacuated from 
Alameda in February 1942 and were 
eventually relocated to the Amache 
camp in southeast Colorado.

After the war, Takano returned to 
Alameda, finished his education and 
eventually retired from Hawaiian 
Airlines as vice president of sales.

He still calls Alameda his home; 
remains active in the community; 
and is a past president and board 
member for the Buddhist Temple 
of Alameda. His three children 
are graduates of the Alameda and 
University of California education 
systems, live in the Bay Area, but 
still call Alameda home.

Pauline Kelley
After more than 60 years in 

business at 1427 Park St., Alameda 
resident and icon Eunice “Pauline” 
Kelley closed 
up her shop, 
P a u l i n e ’ s 
Antiques, and 
retired ear-
lier this year. 
Patrons were 
known to fre-
quent the store 
on a regular 
basis to chat with neighbors and 
soak in the friendly, historic atmo-
sphere. 

In 1942, Pauline and her sis-
ter, Bernice, came to Alameda with 
their family. They attended Porter 
School and Alameda High School. 
Pauline married Bob Kelley and had 
five children, all of whom attended 
Alameda schools. 

In 1965 the couple opened 
Pauline’s Antiques in Alameda, 
selling antiques, collectables and 
more. Pauline spent between 20 
and 30 years as a board mem-
ber of the Alameda Chamber of 
Commerce, Park Street Business 
Association and the Fourth of 
July Parade Committee. She also 
served as president and all officers 
of the Soroptomist International 
of Alameda which helps empower 
women and girls.

“I have enjoyed the 63 years 
and all of the people I’ve met,” said 
Pauline. “I’m semi-retired now, but 
a good thing is hard to give up. I’ll 
still have the same cell number; 
give me a call and I’ll help as I have 
always done.”

Duane Watson
After 60 years in the same loca-

tion, the World Famous Lee Auto 
Supply at 1525 
Park St. has 
closed. When 
Duane Watson 
took over the 
business from 
his father in 
1986, it was not 
only with a pas-
sion for cars but 
also a passion for the customers 
and the business community.

Watson has been a positive force 
in Downtown Alameda over the 
years and received the Downtown 
Alameda Business Association’s 
(DABA) 2017 Member of the Year 
award and the 2016 President’s 
Award. As examples of the many 
ways he has contributed to the 
success of the downtown district, 
Watson served on the board of 
DABA for 24 years and has delight-
ed thousands of Alameda children 
by playing Santa during the holiday 
season.

Watson is perhaps most well-
known for the Classic Car Show he 
created for Park Street. Watson pre-
sided over the car show committee 
for 24 years. This year’s car show 
has been set for Saturday, Oct. 13.

“It has been a great run. We 
thank you all for the support and 
the great friends we’ve made over 
the years,” said Watson.

Gordon Ma
Gordon Ma arrived in the United 

States from Hong Kong in 1983 and 
settled on the Island of Alameda. 
Ma is a professional photographer 
for both local and Bay Area News 
groups. 

Ma is an important member of 
the Bay Farm Island community. He 

Vice Mayor, Councilmember 
Served with Recall Papers

Ekene Ikeme
A group of Alamedans have 

begun the process to recall Malia 
Vella as Vice Mayor of Alameda. 

The group served Vella with a 
notice of intention for recall at the 
Tuesday, June 19, City Council meet-
ing. The group also published the 
notice of intention petition in the 
June 21 edition of the Alameda Sun. 

The petition read, “To the 
Honorable Malia Vella… the under-
signed registered qualified voters 
of the City of Alameda hereby give 
notice that we are the proponents of 
a recall petition and that we seek your 
recall and removal from the office of 
Vice Mayor… and to demand election 
of a successor in that office.”

The group wrote Vella’s “improp-
er handling of the City Manager Jill 
Keimach matter” as grounds for 
the recall. Vella responded to the 
notice with a statement on Twitter 
after the meeting.

“Even when I was under 
attack by former City Manager Jill 
Keimach with her baseless allega-
tions, I remained accessible and 
focused on the work at hand,” 
wrote Vella. “I was hopeful that 
when an independent investigator 
found that none of her allegations 
against me had any basis in fact 
that all of us could move past this 
distraction and allow me to serve 
the people of Alameda. 

“This does not seem to be the 
case,” continued Vella. “There is a 
lot of misinformation around this 
recall and I look forward to continued 
engagement with Alameda residents 

about my service to them. I know 
voters trust that I acted with integrity 
and in the public’s interest in every 
decision before me on the Council.”

The petition was then handed 
to the Alameda City Clerk Lara 
Weisiger. She must verify at least 20 
of the 33 signatures on the petition 
are from registered Alameda voters 
before the group can collect signa-
tures from the public. Her decision 
was made yesterday after press 
time. If the group collects 9,421 
valid signatures — or 20 percent 
of Alameda’s 47,105 registered vot-
ers — over a 120-day period, the 
recall measure will placed on the 
November ballot.

The same group tried to recall 
Councilmember Jim Oddie, who 
also was investigated for allega-
tions made by Keimach during the 
Fire Chief hiring process. The group 
handed the petition to Oddie at the 
June 5 City Council meeting, but did 
not file the petition with the City 
Clerk within 10 days. Even if the 
petition was filed on time, the recall 
would have been unlikely because 
according to California state law, 
public officials can’t be recalled 
from their position if they have less 
than six months left on their term. 
Oddie’s term ends on Dec. 18.

An independent investigation 
of the Alameda Fire Chief hiring 
process cleared Vella of any wrong-
doing. It did declare that Oddie 
violated the Alameda City Charter. 
Keimach ended her employment 
and was given a $900,000 settle-
ment (“Council Votes 5-0 to Put 
Manager on Leave” May 15).  

FEMA Releases New 
Flood Impact Maps

advocates for the Asian community 
to get involved in local activities 
that affect the 
Island City.  

After retire-
ment, he has 
dedicated his 
time in support-
ing local busi-
nesses as well as 
the community 
on the Island to 
merge the once 
isolated Asian community into the 
mainstream creating political, cul-
tural, economic and educational 
change.

Over the years Ma has received 
many honors from public officials 
recognizing his photography includ-
ing: San Francisco Mayor Willie 
Brown, U.S. Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
and Gov. Pete Wilson.

For more information about the 
upcoming Fourth of July Parade, see 
the official program inside.
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Ma

Photo & story courtesy Amos White

A group named “Families Belong Together” held a rally and protest on Park 
Street at Santa Clara Avenue last Saturday, raising their voices and speaking 
out for immigrant mothers who cannot comfort their children. Alameda families 

are joining others across the country to demand that the Trump administration reunite 
families and end family separation and detention for people who enter the United 
States illegally. The administration’s “no-tolerance” policy at the border with Mexico 
has sparked renewed interest in passing immigration reform nationally. Both adults 
and children participated in the Alameda rally for more than two hot and sunny 
hours with drivers honking and passersby voicing their support.

Photo & Story by Dennis Evanosky

Alameda’s Buddhist Temple on Buena Vista Avenue welcomed the community to 
its annual Vacationland Bazaar and Carnival last weekend. Hundreds of local 
residents and guests gathered to enjoy bingo and other games, food, drink 

and festivities. The event supports the temple’s effort to “offer a place to connect at 
individual, family and community levels to deepen our path to grounded stability that 
true and real life provides,” according to Rev. Joshin Dennis Fujimoto’s statement on 
the temple website. Mark the calendar now for the temple’s upcoming Obon Festival 
set for the weekend of July 21 and 22.

Sun Staff Reports
The City of Alameda released 

information this week on the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s (FEMA) revised and 
finalized Flood Insurance Rate 
Maps (FIRMs) within Alameda 
County. The 
changes may 
affect the flood-
plain designa-
tion of prop-
erty owners 
in Alameda. 
The new maps 
become effec-
tive on Dec. 21 
and have added approximately 
2,000 parcels in Alameda to the 
Special Flood Hazard Area, com-
monly known as the 100-year 
floodplain. 

Alameda property owners 
received notice in 2015 of FEMA’s 
proposed flood-hazard determi-
nation for Alameda. In response, 
the city sent letters to home-
owners with parcels in the new 
100-year floodplain, held public 
information meetings and pub-
lished information on its web-
site. Alameda, along with several 

other surrounding jurisdictions, 
appealed the proposed maps. 

On June 21, FEMA stated that 
they evaluated the appeals, the 
appeals were resolved and that 
their determination is consid-
ered final. The revised FIRMs 

remain sub-
s t a n t i a l l y 
u n c h a n g e d 
from the 2015 
p r o p o s e d 
maps. The 
revised FIRMs 
are expected to 
be made avail-
able in early 

September on FEMA’s map portal 
website, msc.fema.gov/portal. 

Alameda must adopt the 
newly revised FIRMs in order 
to continue participation in 
the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP). NFIP allows 
property owners to be eligible 
for federally managed flood 
insurance, federally backed 
mortgages, federal grants and 
federal disaster relief. The pro-
gram also provides a means for 
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Some 2,000  
parcels in 
Alameda have 
been added to 
the Special Flood 
Hazard Area.


