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Sun Staff Reports

A Buddhist response  
to climate change

A day of meditation on the sub-
ject of climate change, Stable Heart 
– Stable Climate, will be held this 
Saturday, June 27, 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at Buena Vista United Method-
ist Church in Alameda.

The monastic daylong medi-
tation with a pair of Theravadan 
Buddhist nuns: Ayya Santacitta 
and Ayya Santussika, will use Bud-
dhism’s core teachings to bring 
forth “the inner strength and resil-
ience to wisely respond to the most 
important issue of our times.” 

The event aims to connect to 
the true purpose of people’s lives 
and to one another, and to rise to-
gether to a higher level of under-
standing, stability and action.

Since the beginning of Buddhism 
over 2500 years ago, Buddhist nuns 
and monks have depended on alms-
food. In this spirit, you are invited 
to bring a vegetarian dish to offer 
and share with the nuns and oth-
ers in attendance for the meal at 
noon. Visit www.saranaloka.org for 
dietary restrictions.

Buena Vista United Methodist 
Church is located at 2311 Buena 
Vista Ave.

For more information, visit 
https://sites.google.com/site/ 
alamedasangha.

Councilman to hold  
off-site office hours

On Thursday, June, 25, 
Councilman Tony Daysog will hold 
office hours from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at 
the Blue Danube Coffee House at 
1333 Park St. He will be available 
to answer questions and/or offer 
comments on city issues. 

He will also be available at the 
Alameda Farmers’ Market the fol-
lowing Saturday, June 27, from 9:30 
to 11 a.m. near the intersection of 
Webster Street and Haight Avenue. 

Contact Daysog at 747-4726 or 
tdaysog@alamedaca.gov.

Electric rates jump July 1
According to a recent press 

release from Alameda Municipal 
Power (AMP), beginning July 1, new 
electric rates will go into effect for 
most residential and commercial 
customers in the city of Alameda. 

The rate increase averages 4.6 per-
cent for all residential and commer-
cial customers, but the percentage 
of the increase will vary depending 
on the customer’s rate class.  

Nearly all residential customers 
will see a $2.25 increase to the cus-
tomer charge with small changes 
to the energy charges for tiers 2 
and 3. Small commercial customers 
will see an increase of 6.4 percent 
to the overall electric rate while 
medium-sized commercial custom-
ers will see an increase of 3 per-
cent. Large commercial customers 
will see an increase of 6.2 percent.

AMP continues to offer residen-
tial rates that average nearly 22 
percent lower than neighboring cit-
ies like San Leandro and Berkeley 
and commercial rates that average 
nearly 18 percent lower. AMP also 
provides electricity that is gener-
ally far more reliable than that of 
its neighboring communities.

AMP says that the changes are 
needed to keep pace with the rising 
costs of providing high quality, reli-
able electricity including increases 
in operating and transmission costs.

AMP offers a number of energy 
efficiency programs and rebates to 
help customers save money and 
conserve energy. Additionally, cus-
tomers who are having trouble pay-
ing their utility bills can get help 
through a variety of financial assis-
tance programs offered by AMP. 

For more information about 
AMP’s rates or to learn more about 
how to reduce energy costs, visit 
www.alamedamp.com.

BART transbay to close in 
August, September

BART recently announced it 
will suspend all transbay train ser-
vice for five days in the months 
ahead. No trains will run through 
the Transbay Tube on the week-
ends of Aug. 1 and 2, and Sept. 5, 6 
and 7, in order to perform critical 
track maintenance. The dates were 
chosen due to the low number of 
expected riders on those days. 

A substantial “bus bridge” is 
planned for passengers travel-
ling between Oakland and San 
Francisco during both weekends. 

The remainder of the BART sys-
tem will operate under a modified 
schedule and service plan that will 

maintain the normal weekend ser-
vice whenever possible. 

An Alamedan Goes to 
Hollywood

Born and raised not too far 
from Franklin Park, Alameda’s own  
Marielle Heller has made her mark 
on the silver screen. She graduated 
from St. Joseph Notre Dame High 
School and UCLA where she studied 
theater. Heller also studied at The 
Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts in 
London and went on to a career as 
an actress on stage and in movies. 

Her most recent accomplish-
ment is The Diary of a Teenage 
Girl, a full-length feature film that 
she wrote and directed. The film is 
being distributed by Sony Pictures 
Classics and will have its theatrical 
release on Friday, Aug. 7. 

The film was shot entirely in San 
Francisco and Alameda. A back-
yard on St. Charles Street and a 
classroom in Lincoln Middle School 
served as settings. 

Though produced on a shoe-
string budget, Heller’s film has 
garnered amazing recognition from 
the Sundance (multiple awards), 
Berlin (Grand Prix) and several 
other film festivals. 

Since Diary, Heller has been 
picked to direct an episode of 
Amazon Prime’s acclaimed series 
Transparent and has just been 
selected to direct a major motion 
picture about Chief Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg starring Natalie 
Portman.

Dine and donate for new  
local radio station

A new effort to deliver Alameda 
news, Alameda Community Radio 
(ACR), has received its broad-
casting license from the Federal 
Communications Commission and 
is raising funds to go on the air. A 
Dine and Donate event at McGees 
Bar and Grill, located at 1645 Park 
St., Monday, June 29, from 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. will help raise funds for 
the radio station. 

Diners may present a coupon, 
available for download on the ACR 
website, http://alamedacommunity 
radio.org, for which McGees will 
donate 10 percent of all food and 
beverage sales from lunch, dinner 
and take out to ACR.

News in Brief

Congratulations to the 
Island’s Graduates

Dennis Evanosky

Valedictorian Alison Mathews addressed her fellow Encinal graduates June 12.

Jaztin Andre Agustin
Jaztin Yarnelle Agustin
Hasena Ahmad
Rokia Ahmed
Honey Akyeampong
Abdo Albadani
Monica Alejandre Gil
Neil Alferos
Abby Anderson
Riley Anderson Barrett
Rachel Arbios
Elijah Arbreton
Kaelyn Armstrong
Linnea Arneson
Don Augustine
Jose Benitez Montes
Jakob Berner
Serene Bey
Naomi Bill
Renee  Borquez 
Lucas Bovoso
Claire Boyd Meredith
Thomas Bradas
Kaila Bryant
Lauren Buchanan Guerrero
Kyle Bullis

Noah Cachuela
Daniel Calvo
Caroline Campbell
Isabella Canal
Matthew Canalin  
Robert Cantrell Jr  
Chris Chan
Danny Chan
Lisa Chan  
Man Pik Chan
Yanhui Chen  
Jasmine Chuong 
Cari Chow 
Olga Cojulun  
Brendan Collins  
Edwin Corcino  
Rosanna Corpuz  
Elvys Dang  
Shiphon DeGrate  
Stephon DeGrate  
Hailey Demmon  
Han Diep  
Kaitlin Dinh  
Aaron Do  
Thayer Duong  
Felicia Endang  

John Paulo Peter Escobar  
Galen Evans  
Carl Falck  
Winnie Fang  
Angelica Ferrater  
Allyssa Flierl  
Marisol Flores  
Trent Fong  
Ahimsa Ford  
Rachel Frost  
Jaymie Theresa Gagui  
Simei Gao  
Wanzhen Gao  
Angelica Garcia  
Makeda Gebremedhin  
Marsel Lee Gelico  
Joseph Gorelick  
Andrew Graham  
Aiji Guan  
Allen Guan  
Maher Hammoudeh  
Joseph Hausner  
Guillermo Henneberry 
        Vazquez  
Neil Henry  
Oda Henstein  

Matthew Higley  
Jahmir Hill  
Victor Hin  
Richard Holgerson  
Azeyz Homran  
Kenneth Horton  
Eric Huang  
Yongshi Huang  
Abdullah Ibrahim  
Suheir Ibrahim  
Irene Irasga  
Emalie Ironside  
Malcolm Jackson  
Kulanit Janwean  
Anahi Jauregui  
Getsemani Jauregui  
Candace Juhala  
Aman Kaur  
Izaac Kines  
Kayla Kirchgessner  
Sasita Knauer  
Omar Kohgadai  
Mikhail Josh Lacaba  
Jonathan Lagerwey  

Encinal High School’s Graduating Class for 2015
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Sun Staff Reports
The fourth annual Wiggle Wag-

gle Walk will be held this year at 
Crown Memorial Beach near the 
Crab Cove Visitors Center from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday, June 28.

The event, sponsored by the 
Friends of the Alameda Animal 
Shelter (FAAS), will raise funds 
needed to help save the lives of the 
hundreds of pets that come to the 
Alameda Animal Shelter each year. 

Master of ceremonies and FAAS 
alumni “Bentley” will kick off the 
event at 10 a.m. by leading partici-
pants and their dogs on a one- or 
two-mile walk along the San Fran-
cisco Bay shoreline. 

Activities after the walk in-
clude dog-human competitions 
and canine contests for best trick 
and best costume. One special  
animal will be awarded 2015 “Best 
in Show” honors. A barbecue and 
other refreshments will be on sale 
while Wicked Lobstah plays acous-
tic classic rock.

The event was named Best Ca-
nine Sporting Event last year by 
readers of pet magazine Bay Woof 
in its Beast of the Bay Awards. 

Tickets cost $30 per family, in-
cluding up to three pets. They’re 
available at http://2015wigglewaggle 
walk.eventbrite.com. The goal of 
the walk is to raise $20,000, said 
FAAS Executive Director Nancy Ba-
glietto. “Every dollar raised goes di-
rectly to provide care, shelter, food, 
spay/neuter and medication to the 
animals in our shelter,” she said.

For more questions, contact 
Kim Stange-Herlihy at 337-8572 or 
at kstange.herlihy.faas@gmail.com.

Major Event to Benefit Alameda 
Animal Shelter this Sunday

Courtesy photo

Lulu wore her Doggles to 
last year’s Wiggle Waggle 
Walk.

Irene Dieter
McKay Avenue, the street lead-

ing to Crab Cove, used to house a 
roller coaster before it became a 
street. It is living up to its legacy. 
In recent years the battle over the 
street, and what will become of the 
surplus federal property at the end 
of it, has had its ups, downs, twists 
and turns.

The roller coaster ride began 
when the federal General Services 
Administration (GSA) held a public 
auction to obtain the highest price 
for the vacant 
surplus land at 
the end of McKay 
Avenue. Next the 
city zoned the 
parcel residen-
tial, which led to 
a lawsuit against 
the city by the 
East Bay Regional Park District. A 
citizens’ initiative then rezoned the 
parcel as open space, and the park 
district dropped its suit. 

GSA meanwhile used eminent 
domain to seize the street from the 
state to gain utility access rights 
for its surplus property. The state 
and the park district cried foul 
and tried to reverse the taking in  
federal court.

In order to take the state-owned 
street, GSA had to prove that the 
taking qualifies as a “public use.” 
Gaining unfettered access to the 
utilities under the street would al-
low GSA to transfer that access to 
a nongovernmental entity in a pos-
sible future real estate sale. 

The state Attorney General and 
the East Bay Regional Park District 
argue, among other things, that 
GSA should not be permitted to 

take property 
when no plan 
exists that lets 
the courts mea-
sure if the taking 
is related to a 
public purpose. 

The district 
court judge 

suggested, and the parties agreed, 
to have him summarily decide the 
matter so that a panel of judges at 
the federal court of appeals could 
review it. The facts of this case are 
unprecedented. 

On June 12, the judge issued his 
ruling, saying GSA has the right to 
take the street.

Fireworks Are Illegal
Sun Staff Reports

As the fourth of July festivities approach, 
the Alameda Fire Department (AFD) reminds 
Alamedans that the use of fireworks of any kind 
is prohibited here. “Although they are a won-
derful way to celebrate Independence Day fire-
works are illegal and very dangerous. When in 
the hands of an untrained individual, fireworks 
can have deadly consequences,” AFD stated in 
a press release. 

AFD asks residents who observe the use of 
fireworks of any kind to call 911.

Feds Prevail 
on McKay
Avenue on West End belongs to U.S.

Isle Say
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The state and the 
park district cried 
foul and tried to 
reverse the taking 
in federal court.

Sun Staff Reports
On June 16, the City Council 

unanimously gave Alameda Point 
Partners the nod to proceed with 
developing a portion of Alameda’s 
former Naval Air Station (NAS) 
known as Site A. 

According to the city, Site A is 
the first phase of the larger 878-
acre Alameda Point development 
on the site of the former NAS Al-
ameda. Plans include 1,425 hous-
ing units, 5.5 million square feet 
of commercial space, a new ferry 
terminal and more than 300 acres 
of open space.

According to the city, the de-
velopment agreement opens up 
600,000 square feet of commercial 
space for development, which will 

create an estimated 1,472 perma-
nent jobs. The agreement also 
contains a $2.5 million commit-
ment to rehabilitate and lease an 
existing 100,000-square-foot build-
ing for flex office, light industrial, 
and specialty manufacturing uses 
during Phase 1 of the project.

“With 800 units of mixed-
income housing, including 200 
affordable units, the develop-
ment addresses the city’s need 
for rental and affordable housing 
units,” the city stated in its press 
release announcing the City Coun-
cil’s vote. 

“By improving current infra-
structure and drawing businesses 
and visitors, the development will 

Council Approves Site A 
Proposal Unanimously
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