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Date Rise Set
Today 5:47 20:34
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Betty Young

Frank Bette Center’s latest  
offering breaks the tension.
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Global award        Page 12
Find out how this fish brought 
an Alamedan worldwide fame.

Police mark opening of  
NorCal Special Olympics.
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Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!
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HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Sun Staff Reports
The state of California is tak-

ing unprecedented measures to 
protect all California residents and 
businesses from the risk of wild-
fire. Pacific Gas & Electric’s (PG&E) 
planned power outages to reduce 
the risk of wildfire may have broad-
er implications on the electric grid. 
While Alameda Municipal Power 
(AMP) does not expect to have 
planned power shutdowns at this 
time, it uses PG&E’s transmission 
system and could potentially be 
impacted. 

PG&E has not finalized the 
details of how its planned shut-
downs could impact AMP and other 
community-owned electric utili-
ties. AMP will continue to discuss 
with PG&E the potential impacts 
to Alameda and will post any 
information on impacts on www. 
alamedamp.com and on AMP’s 
social media pages. 

In the meantime, AMP encour-
ages Alameda residents to prepare 
for emergencies.

What to do before an outage
• Plan for any medical needs 

like medications that need refriger-
ation or devices that require power. 
If dependent on electric or bat-
tery-dependent medical technolo-
gies such as breathing machines, 
a power wheelchair or scooter and 

home oxygen or dialysis, it is criti-
cal to have a plan in place for an 
extended power outage. Contact 
AMP to inform its staff of any medi-
cal needs.

• Keep emergency, family and 
other important phone numbers 
accessible in hard copy

• Build or restock an emergency 
kit with flashlights, fresh batteries, 
first-aid supplies, cash and food 
that will last for up to five days.

• Identify backup charging 
methods for phones and other elec-
tronic devices

• Know how to manually open 
any garage doors

What to do during an outage
• Switch off all appliances, but 

leave one light on to know when 
power has been restored.

• Unplug sensitive equipment 
such as computers.

• Use a battery-powered radio 
and listen to local radio for updates.

• Make sure flashlights and 
fresh batteries are available. 

• Avoid opening the refrigerator, 
to keep food fresh longer.

AMP is a department of the 
City of Alameda that has served 
Alameda residents and businesses 
for 132 years. AMP provides power 
to more than 34,000 customers at 
rates that average 17 percent below 
neighboring communities.

Local Power Company: Prepare 
for Potential Outages Here, Too

Sun Staff Reports
The 53rd annual Sand Castle 

and Sand Sculpture Contest held 
June 8 on Crown Memorial Beach 
featured a vast array of original 
works in both the architectural and 
creative divisions. The Alameda 
Recreation and Parks Department, 
which hosts the event, reported 
475 people participated with 50 
sand castle entries and 64 sand 
sculpture entries. 

Winners were divided into age 
categories with the judges’ favor-
ites being named “Best in Show” for 
each division. The top three entries 
from each category — which 
include the best in show entries — 
received ribbons for their efforts.

Best in show
The Guitierrez family of 

Alameda Title won top honors 
in the Sand Castle Division with 
“Castle Complex with Villages 

and Trees.” The Denery family of 
Alameda earned best of show hon-
ors with “Family of Dragons.”

Sand Castle Division
First place in the 12-and-under 

category went to Joja of Alameda; 
second went to Cub Pack 1015 of 
Alameda and third place went to 
Owen and Trevor of Alameda.

First place in the 13-and-over 
category went to Big Castle of 
Alameda; second went to the Urban 
Gorillas of Oakland and third place 
went to Jackson of Berkeley.

First place in the family cat-
egory went to the Guiterrez fam-
ily (Best in Show); second to the 
Sandy Fogg family of Concord and 
third place went to the Eastwood 
family of Alameda.

Sand Sculpture Division
First place in the 12-and-

under category went to Josiah 

Beardsley of Oakland for “Turtle;” 
second place went to Matthew 
Beardsley of Oakland for “Mouse 
& Cheese” and third place went 
to Ronan & Raine of Alameda for 
“Mermaid.”

First place in the 13-and-over 
category went to the Deanery 
family of Dragons of Alameda 
for “Dragon;” second place went 
to the Magnifisand 7 of Alameda 
and Oakland for “Sandwitch” and 
third place went to Heidi Meyers 
of Alameda for “Bird in Hand.”

First place in the family cate-
gory went to the Peralta family of 
Alameda for “Octupus;” second 
went to Boppy and the Blowfish 
of Alameda and Petaluma for 
“Happy Blowfish” and third place 
went to the Keiser family of 
Alameda for “Car.”

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Sand Castle Contest 
Winners Announced

Courtesy ARPD

The Peralta family of Alameda celebrates their first-prize winning sand sculpture 
“Octopus.” The entry earned first place in the family category. 

Area Code Changes Due 
for the 510 on June 22

Sun Staff Reports
Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft 

recently announced that the 
city will honor Gene Oh, owner 
of Alameda Bicycle (pictured 
above right) and Otto Wright, 
owner of The Local café (below 
right) with their appointments 
as grand marshals of the 2019 
Fourth of July Parade.

Oh conceived of and organizes 
the annual 2019 Alameda Bike for 
the Parks fundraiser that raises 
thousands of dollars for Alameda 
parks each year. Through his 
bike shop he organizes many free 
rides each year, with tips and 
maintenance included.

Wright has hosted community 
food and supply drives for vic-
tims of the North Bay fires, for 
federal government employees 
during the government shutdown 
and residents of Midway Shelter. 
He also employs students with 
disabilities through a program at 
Alameda Unified School District. 

“Please wave hello to Otto 
and Gene at the parade,” Ashcraft 
noted in her announcement. 

Photos courtesy Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft

Oh, Wright Tapped 
as Grand Marshals

Ekene Ikeme
Beginning this Saturday, June 22, 

all calls made from 510 area code 
numbers will only be completed if 
the caller dials “1”, plus the 510 area 
code, then the seven-digit number. 
This is a result of the California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 
adding area code 341 to the 510 
area code region that encompasses 
the majority of Alameda County 
and the western portion of Contra 
Costa County. 

Calls that are dialed without 
the “1” and the area code will not 
be completed and will result in a 
recording instructing the caller to 
hang up and dial again, accord-
ing to the CPUC. This includes 
both cell phones and land lines. 
Current 510 numbers will not be 
changed. The 341 area codes will 
be assigned to new phone lines 
beginning July 22.  

The CPUC is adding the 341 area 
code because the 510 prefix (the first 
three digits of a seven-digit number) 
numbers are projected to run out 
sometime this year. 

The North American Numbering 
Plan Administrator (NANPA), the 
neutral third-party area code 
relief planner for California, filed 
a motion with the CPUC to add the 
new area code on May 19, 2017, 
according to a memorandum from 
CPUC. CPUC held public meetings 
on Jan. 17 and Feb. 15, 2017, in 

Oakland, Berkeley and Hayward. At 
the meetings, NANPA presented the 
overlay and split options for adding 
a new area code to the 510 region. 
A majority of the public comments 
indicated support for the overlay 
option.

In the split scenario, the 510 area 
code region would be divided into 
two regions, one keeping the same 
area code and the other changing to 
a new area code. This would result 
in a significant amount of current 
510 area code phone users needing 
to change their phone numbers. In 
the overlay scenario, a new area 
code is added to the current area 
code region and phone users can 
keep their current phone numbers. 
However, for multiple area codes to 
exist in the same region, phone users 
must dial “1” and the preferred area 
code before making a call.

The overlay plan was approved 
on June 21, 2018. 

Seventy-six percent of all 510 
area code phone numbers reside 
in Alameda County, according to  
allareacodes.com. The other 24 per-
cent reside in Contra Costa County. 

The 510 area code was created 
when it split off from the 415 area 
code in Sept. 1991. The 510 area 
code was split in 1998 to create the 
925 area code, which serves eastern 
Alameda and Contra Costa counties.

For more information, email 
public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov.

Eric J. Kos

The “Mulberry” development at 2100 Clement Ave. replaced an aging warehouse 
that once served the ship- and barge-building industry along the Oakland Estuary.

Public Invited to Join 
Planning Dept. Tour

Dennis Evanosky
At 5 p.m. this evening, the 

Planning Board will take its meet-
ing on the road. The public is wel-
come to come along. The board 
will first host an open forum in 
the parking lot on Oak Street 
behind City Hall. Board members 
and the public will then visit four 
developments: Everett Commons 
at 2437 Everett St.; Mulberry at 
2100 Clement Avenue; Littlejohn 
Commons at 1401 Buena Vista Ave. 
and Alameda Landing.

Everett School rose up at the 
corner of Everett Street and Eagle 
Avenue in 1891. The school district 
demolished the 80-year-old school 
in 1971 to make room for Island 
High School. Students attended 
school there in four portable class-
rooms until Island High moved to 

George P. Miller Elementary School 
on Singleton Avenue in 2006. The 
abandoned portables populat-
ed the site until 2014, when the 
Board of Education swapped this 
property to the Alameda Housing 
Authority (AHA), which then devel-
oped Everett Commons.

In February 2015, Southern 
California developer City Ventures 
approached the city about devel-
oping the 2.78-acre property at 
2100 Clement Ave. At the time, the 
site included a 39,000-square-foot 
warehouse that the Pacific Bridge 
Company built in 1939 to house 
part of its ship- and barge-building 
operations. The city approved City 
Ventures’ plans and the company 
demolished the warehouse and 
began construction of Mulberry 
in 2016. The company named the 

development for Mulberry Street, 
which enters the project from its 
south side. 

AHA built Littlejohn Commons 
on the Del Monte cannery site with 
31 affordable-housing units. The 
development, which opened on 
Oct. 1, 2018, and the park across 
Buena Vista Avenue were named in 
honor of justice advocate Elector 
Littlejohn. 

Alameda Landing shopping cen-
ter opened for business in February 
2015. Along with the shopping cen-
ter, the project includes: detached 
homes, townhomes and urban-
style lofts. It rose up on the site of 
the San Francisco Airdrome, which 
the U.S. Navy later took over and 
built the Alameda annex of the 
Naval Fleet and Industrial Supply 
Center of Oakland there.


