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Marjorie Powell
Last week, four Alameda residents par-

ticipated in what was, for them, a first-
time experience — talking to state legisla-
tors through a computer link. Members of 
Golden Gate Audubon Society joined more 
than 360 Audubon members statewide who 
logged into their computers to talk with 
their legislators. The calls happened either 
on Tuesday, the actual Advocacy Day, or 
the day before or after, depending on leg-
islative office schedules; the offices remain 
very busy as they adjust to changing cir-
cumstances. 

The Alamedans were joined by people 
from Oakland and Berkeley to talk with staff 

for local legislators, Assemblymember Rob 
Bonta and Senator Nancy Skinner. 

Normally, some 70 to 80 Audubon mem-
bers from throughout the state gather in 
Sacramento for in-person meetings with 
legislators or staff members on Audubon 
California’s annual Advocacy Day. This year, 
all the meetings were held virtually in accor-
dance with the state’s shelter-in-place rules. 
Organizers suspect there were several rea-
sons for the increase in participation this 
year, including that people are searching for 
ways to contribute as we spend more time at 
home, and that it was easier to join calls from 
home than travel to and from Sacramento.

Zoom sessions in the weeks before 

Advocacy Day enabled participants to 
learn about the policy issues and the two 
bills that were the major focus of our 
discussions, as well as the importance of 
conveying to legislators that the bills were 
of interest to their constituents.

While the discussions varied with each 
local Audubon chapter, and sometimes with 
each legislative member, three themes were 
woven through all the discussions. Perhaps 
the most important was the need for the state 
to continue to support conservation efforts, 
even in the face of severe budget cuts. Living 
in a low-lying island city where the potential 
effects of climate change can be seen every

Virtual Advocacy Supports Environmental Protections
Audubon Society continues mission to protect Bay Area wildlife

b ADVOCACY: Page 3

SPECIAL EDITION!
Congratulations, Class of 2020!

Sun Staff
Given the historic events of 

the early part of 2020, the Class 
of 2020 will forever hold a spe-
cial place in history as class that 
had their graduation ceremonies 
deferred, delayed or denied. Many 
local celebrations took forms not 
seen before: car parades, virtual 
Zoom and Minecraft graduations 

and diploma receptions wearing 
gloves and masks along with caps 
and gowns. 

Sun staff dedicates this edi-
tion to the accomplishments of 
the Class of 2020 in the face of 
overwhelming circumstances out-
side their schools. With 114,000 
Americans lost from coronavirus, 
our nation needs your skills and 

energy now more than ever. 
Please note, you are receiv-

ing this special edition through 
the generosity of your fellow 
Alamedan, Google’s Journalism 
Emergency Relief Fund and the 
advertisers contained herein. We 
would particularly like to thank 
Francie Farinet, former Alameda 
resident who just broke the 

record for a one-time donation 
to this newspaper its dedication 
to loca journalism. The Alameda 
Sun can no longer afford to deliv-
er free during this pandemic, so 
do not expect this service every 
week.

As we have funding available 
and for special editions like these, 
we will be mailing to every address 

in town. To receive a copy of the 
Sun at your address every week, 
please subscribe. 

The price for a subscription is 
just $25 per year. The price will go 
up to $40 later this year, so please 
act now. Send a check to Alameda 
Sun, 3215 J Encinal Ave., Alameda 
CA 94501 or see www.alamedasun.
com/subcribe.

Alameda’s 
Class of 2020

Alameda Science & 
Technology Institute

Allan Ballesteros, Clarisse Joan 
Bayani, Joaquin Carlos Bayani, 
Julian Bolortoli, Jay Bond, Ellis 
Brandt, Gabrielle Cassaro, Anna 
Chen, Christopher Cheung, Sabrina 
Christensen, Molly Clem, Kate 
Crawford, Nataly Currid, Kadin 
Diec, Safwan Dobashi, Liang Goh, 
Shannen Graham Howard, Olivia 
Harrison. 

Michelle Fey Ignacio, Tiye Kurtz 
Miott, Ellie Lee, Cesar Elvin Legados, 
Kai Levenson-Cupp, Elias Logari, 
Walter McMahon, Zuni Moon, 
Mohamed Natouf, Carol Ng, Nikhil 
Parikh, Jessie Pierce Walker, Romy 
Pon, Char Potes, Sheetal Quinsay, 
Zohra Rahimi, Mackenzie Ridone, 
Kristina Rodriguez, David Romero 
Reinholz, Arnold Silberstein, Samuel 
Silberstein, Ariel Tang, Victor Thai, 
Veronica Then. 

Meggie Vo, Serena Woon, Eric Xu, 
Jason Yuen, Octrina Yuen, Edward 
Zhu, Samantha Zimmerman.

Alameda High School
Zachary L Albers, Miranda 

Claudia Judith Allen Anderson, 
Jennifer Alegria Alvarez, Alani M 
Alves, Chloe Isabelle Amaden, 
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Marilyn Ezzy Achcraftt
The killing of George Floyd and 

other Black people by police has 
caused cities across this country, 
including Alameda, to ask what 
public safety should look like in 
2020 and beyond. Alameda is also 
examining why a Black man who 
was dancing in the street was 
arrested, and how to assure this 
kind of arrest never happens again.

Reimagining public safety 
includes reviewing and revising 
existing policies on use of force 
and training, and creating struc-
tural reforms, including commu-
nity oversight bodies that provide 
greater public access and trans-
parency and ensure the equitable 
protection of all people.

At a special June 17 City Council 
meeting we began discussing these 
urgent topics. The Council will con-
sider authorizing me to join Mayors 
around the country in signing on to 
former President Barack Obama’s 
proposed common-sense limits on 
police use of force. I am eager to do 
so. The requested actions are:

1. Review your police use of 
force policies.

2. Engage your communities by 
including a diverse range of input, 
experiences, and stories in your 
review.

3. Report the findings of your 
review to your community and 
seek feedback.

4. Reform your community’s 
police use of force policies.

This is just the beginning. 
Alameda can adopt policies that 
have proved successful in other 

cities. For example, have police 
stop making arrests, and instead 
issue citations for low-level offens-
es to help reduce violent interac-
tions with police. George Floyd is a 
prime example. 

Floyd was fatally arrested for 
suspicion of making a purchase 
using a counterfeit $20 bill. A cita-
tion is similar to a traffic ticket, a 
person either pays a fine or must 
show up in court at a later date. 

I believe we also need to trans-
form the way that police deal with 
individuals suffering from mental 
illness. Statistics show that approx-
imately one in four people fatally 
shot by police are struggling with 
some mental health issue. 

Some cities have created a new 
category of first responder called 
a mental health or a behavioral 
health first responder. This model 
is based on a 30-year old program 
in Eugene, Oregon that uses a civil-
ian team with certified medic and 
trained crisis workers who don’t 
carry guns, pepper spray or tasers, 
but are specially trained to de-
escalate a situation and get people 
into community-based treatment 
programs, rather than jail.

Police departments support 
these programs because they 
are successful and cost-effective. 
Civilian interventions also keep 
people out of emergency rooms 
and jails.

I have received requests to 
“defund the police.” I would like the 
Council to explore directing fund-
ing to programs and services that 
deal most effectively with the daily 

crises police encounter, including 
mental health issues, substance 
abuse and homelessness. Perhaps 
a mobile mental health unit like the 
City of Berkeley uses.

Some changes may be imple-
mented quickly, while others will 
take longer, but I believe the City 
Council has both the commitment 
and the will to assure this change. 
I am confident that,Wear your 
masks! Alameda County Public 
Health Officer Dr. Erica Pan hopes 
the COVID-19 pandemic will help 
us recognize and work to combat 
racism that has led to disparate 
impacts of the coronavirus on com-
munities of color. But she asks 
you to “protest carefully,” always 
wearing a mask and maintaining 6 
feet of distance from others. If you 
protested without wearing a mask 
and feel symptomatic, please get 
tested. Tests are free and test site 
locations can be found at www.
acphd.org/2019-ncov/testing.

In Alameda County we still have 
not “flattened the curve” which 
public health officials define as no 
more than a 3 percdent  increase 
in daily cases. As a result, we must 
move more slowly than other 
counties to reopen our businesses. 
Please do your part to slow the 
spread of COVID-19 by wearing a 
mask or face covering whenever 
you leave your house. And remind 
everyone you know to do the same.

Be smart. Be safe. Wear your 
mask. Be Alameda Strong! 

Marilyn Ezzy Aschcraft is the 
mayor of Alameda 

Reimage, Review, Revise Police Policy

Courtesy photo

Encinal High School grad Aliyah Smith holds onto her 
Class of 2020 yard sign. 

Courtesy photo

Christopher Cheung shows his Alameda High School 
diploma in front of the refurbished Historical Alameda 
High School building. 
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Council Recommends 
Safety Initiative, Pledge
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Ekene Ikeme
Alameda city staff rec-

ommended the City Council 
authorize two initiatives that 
would adjust Alameda Police 
Department’s (APD) use of force 
policies to improve public safe-
ty at a special Council meeting 
Wednesday, June 17.

The first initiative is former 
President Obama’s Mayor’s 
Pledge. On June 3, in a town 
hall event following the death 
of George Floyd, President 
Obama asked mayors, council-
members, and others respon-
sible for police oversight to 
take a pledge committing to 
introducing common-sense 
limits on police use of force. 
The pledge asks city officials to 
review police use of force poli-
cies; engage the community for 
input; report the findings of the 
review to the community and 
seek feedback; and reform use 
of force policies. 

City staff recommended 
to the Council to allow Mayor 
Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft to sign 
the pledge. Numerous mayors 
around the country have already 
signed the pledge. 

The city staff also recom-
mended Council authorize City 
Manager Eric Levitt, in partner-
ship with APD Chief Paul Rolleri, 
to seek ways APD can imple-

ment the “8 Can’t Wait” initia-
tive into APD policies. The “8 
Can’t Wait” initiative was created 
by Campaign Zero, a political 
activist coalition that “creates 
data-informed comprehensive 
solutions to end police violence 
in America.” 

The eight “8 Can’t Wait” poli-
cies include banning chokeholds 
and strangleholds; requiring 
de-escalation; requiring verbal 
warnings before shooting fire-
arms; exhausting all other means 
before shooting; stopping fellow 
officers from using excessive 
force; a ban on shooting mov-
ing vehicles; requiring a use of 
force continuum; and requiring 
comprehensive reporting when 
an officer uses excessive fore or 
threatens to. 

APD already implements 
some of these polices. According 
to APD’s policy manual, choke-
holds and strangleholds have 
been banned by APD for years. 
However, the carotid restraint, 
where the inside of an individ-
ual’s elbow is around the other 
individual’s neck, was removed 
from APD’s policy manual on 
June 8. APD officers are required 
to make verbal warnings before 
discharging a firearm and inter-
cede when witnessing a fellow 
officer use unreasonable force


