
cleaning solvent from 
a dipping tank used for 
cleaning aircraft parts 
was released into the 
ground. The Navy and 
regulators agreed that 
two different cleanup 
methods would need 
to be employed in two 
different phases.

A company called URS was 
hired for the first cleanup phase in 
2010. URS performed its own water 
testing prior to beginning work to 
determine where and how much 
cleaning solution to inject to oxi-
dize and break down the solvent. 
Their tests also served as a confir-
mation of testing in 2004 by a dif-
ferent contractor to determine the 
extent of the problem. URS drew 
water samples after their treatment 
work and sent them to an indepen-
dent lab. Yet another lab was hired 
to perform random checks to vali-
date those tests.

Following the first contractor’s 
cleanup work at Site 6, a separate 
contractor, SES-Tech, extracted 
water samples in 2012 and 2013 
as part of the Navy’s Basewide 
Groundwater Monitoring Program. 
They confirmed that progress had 
been made, but more treatment was 
needed.

A new contractor for the sec-
ond cleanup phase specializing 
in bioremediation, Multimedia 
Environmental Compliance Group, 
performed work at the site in 2014 
and 2015 using bacteria to break 
down the remaining solvent. They 
performed their own testing prior 

to work, serving as a cross-check 
on previous work. 

Another safeguard to ensure 
that cleanup test samples aren’t 
fake is the Chain of Custody form. 
It tracks the movement of samples 
to the independent testing lab. 
Every cleanup contractor employ-
ee knows that they are signing the 
form under penalty of perjury, a 
federal crime. They attest to the 
fact that they took the samples 
from specific monitoring wells at a 
specific time on a specific date.

The Hunter’s Point scandal has 
influenced other cleanup oversight 
at Alameda Point. “Following the 
Navy’s discovery of falsification at 
Hunters Point Naval Shipyard,” said 
Sabedra, “the Navy has hired an 
independent contractor to supple-
ment the oversight process for 
contractors performing radiologi-
cal work.”

The Navy will appear before the 
City Council on July 24 to answer 
questions about work performed 
by TetraTech at Alameda Point, the 
company implicated in the Hunters 
Point scandal.

Richard Bangert also posts sto-
ries and photos about environmen-
tal issues on his blog at https:// 
alamedapointenviro.com.
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Date Rise Set
Today 05:47 20:32
June 11 05:47 20:32
June 12 05:47 20:33
June 13 05:47 20:33
June 14 05:47 20:33
June 15 05:47 20:34
June 16 05:47 20:34

Frances Martinez

Mastick hosted annual event 
for Senior Health. 
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West Coast Dance hosts
annual show next week.

Alameda’s resident NFL team 
hosts skills training event.
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Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!
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All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Richard Bangert
Recent revelations of falsified 

cleanup data at Hunters Point 
Naval Shipyard in San Francisco 
have caused many people to won-
der about the integrity of cleanup 
at Alameda Point. Can we trust 
the Navy’s reports concluding that 
goals have been met and land is 
suitable for transfer to the City?

The Navy thinks we can. “To 
date, the Navy found no indication 
of data falsification at Alameda,” 
said Cecily Sabedra, Navy environ-
mental coordinator for Alameda 
Point. 

But more importantly, the rigor-
ous and extensive testing require-
ments of cleanup at Superfund sites 
suggest that the process itself is 
what the public should look to for 
reassurance. The data review pro-
cess is exactly why a couple of 
employees were caught handing in 
fake soil samples at Hunters Point.

Groundwater cleanup is a good 
place to look at how the process 
has been working at Alameda Point, 
considering that is where the major-
ity of the contamination has been. 
The groundwater contamination 
resulted from releases of jet fuel 
and cleaning solvent and two leaky 
gas stations. This cleanup has left 
the base riddled with groundwater 
sampling wells and injection wells 
used for injecting cleanup solutions 
or extracting pollutants.

When a cleaning solvent called 
trichloroethene (TCE), for example, 
is cleaned up, it is not a one-time 
effort and, presto, it’s gone. TCE 
is not actually removed from the 
ground, but rather broken apart 
into less and less harmful com-
pounds through multiple treat-
ments until it ends up as a harmless 
gas. When a groundwater sample is 
taken after treatment, the TCE may 
be gone, but there are still going to 
be the other compounds that are 
still toxic. The Navy and federal 
and state regulators expect to see 
evidence of these compounds to 
determine progress.

For a contractor to fake their 
way to the finish line would require 
a special lab that engineered fake 
water samples with a pinch of con-
taminants. They would also need to 
include varying amounts of 22 natu-
rally occurring metals that provide 
data on how the treatment is react-
ing with the soil. It simply wouldn’t 
work to scoop up some water from 
the Seaplane Lagoon, a storm drain 
or a faucet and submit it as a legiti-
mate sample.

A good example of the built-in 
checks and balances of groundwa-
ter cleanup is Site 6 at the hangar 
next to the Air Museum. Industrial 

Berkeley Bust 
Nets Alamedan

Coast Guard Island 
Hosts Valor Games

Navy’s Cleanup 
Drawing Scrutiny
Data in question after falsified reports from San Francisco

Sun Staff Reports
Two major arrests were made 

last week that have connections to 
Alameda.

Multi-City Raid
SWAT teams from several East 

Bay police departments, including 
the Alameda Police Department 
(APD), arrested four armed-rob-
bery suspects on Wednesday, June 
6, in relation to recent armed rob-
beries at cellphone stores. 

The Berkeley Police Department 
(BPD), along with the Oakland, 
Hayward, Brentwood and Pittsburg 
police departments were also 
involved in the multi-city operation. 

According to APD, the depart-
ments served arrest and search 
warrants at six different loca-
tions for persons responsible for 
the series of armed robberies of 
various cellular phone businesses 
located within Alameda and Contra 
Costa counties.

APD began its investigation 
on April 9, when multiple armed 
suspects engaged in a takeover- 
style robbery of an AT&T store 
in Alameda, according to a press 
release on APD’s Facebook page. 

After the robberies APD investi-
gators collaborated with other law 
enforcement agencies and they 
were able to identify several per-
sons of interest. The police depart-
ments worked together to deter-
mine that the suspects involved 
acted in concert and were respon-
sible for several other armed rob-
beries within Alameda County and 
other surrounding counties. 

All the robberies were simi-
lar in nature, according to APD. 
The armed suspects entered a 
cellular phone store and forc-
ibly took the store’s merchan-
dise and customers’ personal  
property.

APD and the other SWAT teams 
began the operation simultaneous-
ly around 6 a.m. Two suspects have 
not been captured as of Tuesday, 
June 12. The investigation is still on 
going. The names, ages and other 
details of those arrested, as well 
as the exact locations where they 
were taken into custody, have not 
been disclosed.

Berkeley Arrest
That same day an Alameda 

resident was arrested by Berkeley 
police officers on suspicion of pos-
session of narcotics for sale and 
carrying a loaded and concealed 
firearm in Berkeley.

A BPD officer was patrolling the 
area near Willard Park around 5:39 
p.m., according to reports. The offi-
cer recognized Terry Beasley, 38, of 
Alameda, sitting in an SUV with the 
windows down on Regent Street 
near Derby Street. The officer knew 
Beasley was on probation so he 
stopped to do a random check. 

The officer discovered several 
thousands of dollars in the sus-
pect’s pants, according to police 
reports. The officer called for addi-
tional officers thereafter. Further 
searching found Beasley to be in 
possession of powdered cocaine, 
a loaded .45-caliber handgun and 
other drug paraphernalia. 

Beasley is still being detained 
at Santa Rita Jail in Dublin. He was 
officially charged with possession 
of a controlled substance with the 
intent to sell, possession of mari-
juana with intent to sell, posses-
sion of a firearm by a prior felon 
and evading an officer, accord-
ing to county records. His bail 
was set at $260,000. His pre-trial 
and probation revocation hearings 
are scheduled for June 21 at the 
Rene C. Davidson courthouse in 
Oakland.

Courtesy Berkeley Police Department

Berkeley Police confiscated this money, drugs and gun 
from an Alamedan in Berkeley last week.

For a contractor to fake 
their way to the finish 
line would require a spe-
cial lab that engineered 
fake water samples with 
a pinch of contaminants.

News in Brief

Richard Bangert

Tetra Tech Workers clean up at Alameda Point in this 
2007 photograph. 

McKay Property’s Aim 
is to Benefit Homeless

Sun Staff Reports
Commission to  

Evaluate New Public Art
A special Public Art Commission 

meeting has been set for Monday, 
June 18, at 6 p.m. The meeting will 
discuss physical public art propos-
als for new art in the city. The com-
mission will hold a public hearing 
to review, evaluate and recommend 
awardees to City Council.  

The commission will also con-
sider survey results and staff 
recommendations related to the 
release of a request for proposals 
for cultural arts and arts program-
ming in the city. 

The meeting will be held in 
Council Chambers, third floor, City 
Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave. For more 
information, see alamedaca.gov.

Celebrating Phillippine 
Independence

Araw Ng Kalayaan or “day of free-
dom” commemorates the Philippine 
Declaration of Independence from 
400 years of Spanish colonial rule 
enacted on June 12, 1898, in Cavite, 
Philippines. Alameda marked 

the historic occasion at City Hall 
Saturday, June 9.

The city participated in a world-
wide celebration of the 120th anni-
versary of Philippine Independence 
while Alameda adopted the theme, 
“Reflections on Freedom.” The 
mayor read a proclamation, a flag 
ceremony was held and the audi-
ence enjoyed Filipino folk dances, 
messages reflecting on Freedom 
today, community information 
tables and an array of delicious 
Filipino food. 

ACT Meets to form PAC
The Alameda Citizen’s 

Task Force will meet at 7 p.m., 
Wednesday, June 20, to explore 
forming a political action commit-
tee (PAC) for the November elec-
tions. They will meet at the RE/
MAX offices, 2437 Santa Clara Ave. 
An exploratory committee will rec-
ommend formation of a PAC with 
the mission to create a new major-
ity on City Council that will give top 
priority to the needs of Alameda 
residents, rather than special inter-
est groups. All interested persons 
are encouraged to attend.

Part one of two
Dennis Evanosky

McKay Avenue, which leads 
to the Crab Cove Visitor Center, 
is again the focus of a property 
dispute. This time, however, the 
dispute revolves around a mis-
understanding. Neptune Beach’s 
roller coasters once carried thrill-
seeking riders down the stretch of 
land that later became McKay. The 
resort closed in 1939 and workers 
removed the roller coasters. The 
Merchant Marines stepped in and 
created the U.S. Maritime Service 
Officer School, which operated 

from 1943 until 1954. The seafaring 
Merchant Marines cut a street on 
the roller coasters’ footprint and 
named it for one of their heroes, 
Boston shipbuilder Donald McKay. 

After the officer’s school closed, 
the federal government moved in 
and used the buildings on McKay’s 
west side for offices. Parkland 
sprang up on avenue’s east side. 
In 1966, Crab Cove, became part 
of the state park system. In 1980, 
a building that had served as the 
officer school’s infirmary reopened 
as a visitors’ center. 

Sun Staff Reports
The U.S. Coast Guard 

teamed up with the Northern 
California Regional Paralympic 
Sport Program and the Far West 
Wheelchair Athletic Association 
to host the Valor Games Far 
West on Coast Guard Island 
from May 31 through June 3. 

Veterans or active-duty ser-
vice members with disabilities 
took part in sports adapted 
to the athletes’ needs. Events 
included a biathlon, sitting vol-
leyball, weightlifting, archery 
and martial arts. This marked 
the Valor Games’ sixth year and 
the fifth year the U.S. Coast 
Guard hosted the event on 
Coast Guard Island.  

United States Coast Guard

Athletes Cedric Delong, 
(left) and Leopold 

Avalos stand at the 
medal podium to cel-
ebrate their winning 
medals at the Valor 

Games on Coast Guard 
Island. Avalos took 

home the gold, Delong, 
a silver medal. 
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Alameda police join East Bay raid


