
boardings over last year.
Homeowners in the adjacent 

Headlands and Columbia communi-
ties live on public streets under the 
city’s control. Three other neigh-
borhood affected by the overflow 
parking — Bay Colony, Freeport 
and Cantamar — have private 
streets. Residents in these neigh-
borhoods are considering imple-
menting rules to prohibit parking 
by ferry users, Keimach stated in 
her memorandum. 

According to the city, surveys of 
Harbor Bay ferry users show that 
94 percent of the riders live in Al-
ameda, mostly on Harbor Bay and 
the East End. About half of these 
residents say that they walk, bike, 
or are dropped off at the ferry. 

To resolve the problem, the city 
has joined forces with the Water 
Emergency Transportation Author-
ity (WETA) — the organization in 
charge of the ferries — and the af-
fected Harbor Bay neighborhoods. 
Together they would implement a 
residential permit parking program 
to allow only four-hour parking in 
the Columbia and Headlands neigh-
borhoods. The homeowners associ-
ations would issue permits to their 
residents to exempt them from the 
four-hour rule.  In addition the city 
would enforce two-hour parking 
along Adelphian Way. 

The affected homeowners as-
sociations would administer the 
parking permit program at their 
cost. The city would pitch in with 
an amended ordinance to help fa-
cilitate the specific circumstances 

of implementing these programs on 
public streets.

Parking enforcement for public 
streets would be provided by the 
Alameda Police Department, while 
the homeowner associations would 
bear responsibility for enforc-
ing the four-hour parking on their 
streets. 

Additionally WETA and the city 
are considering levying a $2 or $3 
per day charge to park at the ferry 
terminal parking lot. 

Revenue from these fees would 
help fund a free transit service and 
provide an incentive for ferry us-
ers to choose another option than 
driving to and parking at the ferry 
terminal. 

The city and WETA plan to call 
on AC Transit to help provide reli-
able free transit service and  im-
prove the reliability of AC Transit’s 
existing Line 21 service through 
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Discount Tickets for Alameda 
County Fair Available

It’s summertime, it’s fun time 
and it’s family time! Add it all up 
and it’s Alameda County Fair time.

This Saturday, June 11, from 
10 a.m. to noon, discounted fair 
tickets will be distributed in the 
Alameda City Hall parking lot.

Former City Councilman, 
Anthony “Lil” Arnerich, presently 
a director emeritus of the fair’s 
board of directors, will distribute 
tickets with a 50 percent discount 
off the standard price of $12.

The fair opens Wednesday, June 
15, and concludes Monday, July 4. A 
variety of special days are planned, 
including: Military Appreciation, $1 
admission and $1 rides, free Senior 
Thursdays, kids free admission 
Friday and $2 Tuesdays. 

“You can’t beat it!” said 
Arnerich. “See you at the fair.” 

To find out more about the fair, 
visit www.alamedacountyfair.com.

Sangha Presents Speaker  
on Mental Health

This Sunday, June 12, from 7 
to 9 p.m., Alameda Sangha will 
present an evening with Andrew 
Chapman. Currently, Chapman 
teaches mindfulness-based ther-
apeutic interventions at several 
mental health and addictions 
treatment centers in the greater 
Nashville, Tenn., area. 

He also manages operations 
at Against the Stream Nashville 
and facilitates weekly groups, 
day retreats and other monthly 
events. The event takes place 
at the United Methodist Church, 
2311 Buena Vista Ave.

Learn more at https://sites.
google.com/site/alamedasangha/
home.

Celebrate Filipino 
Independence Day Saturday

Alamedans will celebrate 
Philippine Independence Day on the 
steps of City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara 

Ave., this Saturday, June 11, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. with cultural perfor-
mances, Filipino food, information 
tables and speeches. 

This celebration recalls June 
12, 1898, when Filipino revolution-
aries declared independence from 
Spain after 300 years of colonial rule 
with the Philippine Declaration of 
Independence.

The program will feature 
Polynesian dancers and martial arts 
performances as well as the Araw Ng 
Kalayaan Flag Ceremony. Celebrants 
will include Mayor Trish Hererra 
Spencer and Philippine Consul 
General to San Francisco Henry S. 
Bensurto, Jr., who will deliver an 
Independence Day message.  

This year’s celebration, the 
fourth for Alameda, has a special 
significance. It will also mark the 
first anniversary of Alameda join-
ing with Dumaguete City in the 
Philippines as a sister city.  

To submit a news brief, write to 
editor@alamedasun.com. 

Fire Displaces Eight Residents

Council Dicusses 
More Ferry Parking

Black Lives Matter
New student mural unveiled at Encinal High School

Eric J. Kos
Students in the Class of 2016 at 

Encinal High School (EHS) contin-
ued a student body tradition this 
year, just in a slightly different for-
mat. Since the mid-1990s graduat-
ing seniors at EHS have created tile 
mosaic murals with tiles designed 
seperately by each student. This 
year, around 88 percent of the stu-
dent body voted to create a tile mu-
ral that presented a message from 
the entire class.

Student artist and designer 
Brandon Edquilang led the effort 
with help from Ibrahim Balde and 
faculty coordinator Christina Craig-

Chardon. The 2016 Black Student 
Union and senior class dedicated 
the mural to EHS. The mural was 
unveiled at a ceremony Tuesday.

“This is a school tradition, but 
no class worked on a collective mu-
ral until now,” said Balde.

Some 67 students contributed 
funding to the project to help pur-
chase the tiles, glazes and glaze 
pens used to create the final pre-
sentation. 

“Our class wanted to make a 
statement about police brutal-
ity and oppression,” said Equiland. 
“We do care about that and we 
wanted to show the diversity in our 

Sun Staff Reports
At 12:06 p.m., Tuesday, June 2, 

a total of 20 Alameda firefighters 
responded to the report of smoke 
coming from a building on the 700 
block of Lincoln Avenue.  They ar-
rived on scene to find a fire on the 
second floor of a two-story, four-
unit apartment building. 

The building occupants had 
all left the building before the fire-
fighters arrived. Crewmembers 
extinguished the fire in about 15 
minutes, according to Alameda Fire 
Department Captain Jim Colburn. 

They confined the fire to a single 
apartment. The building’s other 
three apartments sustained water 
damage. There were no reported 
injuries.

An AFD fire investigator arrived 
to determine the cause and origin. 
The Red Cross helped the eight 
displaced residents. The city’s 
Building Department, Alameda 
Municipal Power, officers from the 
Alameda Police Department and 
crewmembers from Pacific Gas & 
Electric Co. also responded to the 
blaze, Colburn said.

school.” Edquilang added that the 
class wanted to leave “a landmark” 
behind at EHS. 

Teacher’s Union at Odds 
with School Board

Dennis Evanosky 
Harbor Bay Ferry passengers 

are taking more than their allotted 
share of parking, the City Council 
learned last Tuesday. City Manager 
Jill Keimach informed the Council 
that an estimated 350 ferry riders 
drive and park at or near the termi-
nal, even though the terminal’s lot 
only has a capacity for 250 vehicles. 
Keimach told the Council that “the 
remaining 100 or so vehicles park in 
adjacent residential neighborhoods 
and take up parking spaces that are 
intended for those using the shore-
line park adjacent to the terminal. 

“This problem will only grow as 
the Harbor Bay ferry service gains 
popularity,” Keimach wrote in a 
memorandum to the Council. She 
pointed out that the Harbor Bay 
ferry service for this year has ex-
perienced a 19 percent increase in 

Eric J. Kos

The primary artists behind the new mural by the Encinal High School Class of 2016 
are left to right: Ibrahim Balde, faculty coordinator Christina Craig-Chardon and 
lead designer Brandon Edquilang.

City of Alameda

This aerial view of the Harbor Bay ferry terminal shows the areas affected by the 
overflow parking. 

San Francisco Bay Ferry

While wrestling with parking issues tied to ferry service 
on Bay Farm Island, the city has also taken steps to help 
commuters taking the Main Street ferry. (See below.)

Main Street Terminal  
Parking Lot Added
On Monday, May 23, the 

city opened a new auxiliary 
paved parking lot on Main 
Street. Dubbed the “O’Lot,” 
the 121-space lot is located 
on Main Street about a quar-
ter mile west of the ferry 
terminal. For those familiar 
with the area, the “O’Lot” is 
just across the street from 
the dog park. Parking in the 
new lot is free.
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‘Sailstice’ Coming Up
Sun Staff Reports

Since 2001, sailors have gathered 
on the weekend closest to the sum-
mer solstice to celebrate their pas-
sion for sailing. Mariners dub the 
celebration, “Summer Sailstice.” This 
year’s celebration takes place the 
weekend of June 18 and 19. Starting 
at 11 a.m., Saturday, June 18, the En-
cinal Yacht Club, 1251 Pacific Marina, 
will host the free event with some-
thing for everyone, including live en-
tertainment from noon to 8 p.m.

The club will have the America’s 
Cup — the actual trophy, affection-
ately known as the “Auld Mug” — 
on display. America’s Cup spokes-
person and Encinal Yacht Club 
member Tucker Thompson will be 
one of the featured speakers.

Highlights of the event include: 
n The Coast Guard will perform 

a helicopter water rescue
n Alameda Fire and Rescue will 

demonstrate marine firefighting.

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda Education 

Association (AEA) and Alameda 
Unified School District (AUSD) 
jointly announced they ended 
negotiation talks Wednesday, June 
1, according to press releases from 
both sides.

The two sides agreed to ask 
the state Public Employment 
Relations Board (PERB) to declare 
an impasse in negotiations. If the 
state board declares an impasse, a 
state-appointed mediator will join 
talks to get an agreement complet-
ed. If the two sides can’t reach an 
agreement with the mediator, nego-
tiations will reach a fact-finding 
phase where a panel would review 
the arguments and proposals from 
both sides and make the appropri-
ate next measures. If PERB believes 
both sides did not negotiate in 
good faith, they can disallow the 
impasse and demand both sides go 
back to the negotiation table.

Audrey Hyman, AEA president, 
said teachers are asking for a 5 
percent salary increase over the 
next two-years and for the district 
to cover the mandatory 2.1 per-
cent increase to retirement con-
tributions to bring AUSD salaries 
in line with surrounding districts, 
according to an AEA press release. 
Sean McPhetridge, AUSD superin-

tendent, said the district is offering 
a 4.6 percent increase over the next 
two years. The difference in salary 
increases have been the major fac-
tor to both sides walking away.

“Our perspectives on salaries 
are so far apart that we all agreed 
we need outside help to come to 
a mutually beneficial resolution,” 
said McPhetridge.

“For many years Alameda 
teachers have been at the bot-
tom of the pay scale in Alameda 
County,” said Hyman, president 
of the 560-member AEA. “We can-
not attract and retain high-quality 
educators with below-market com-
pensation levels.”

AUSD also offered to expand the 
ways teachers can use sick leave. 

The district is being strict 
with its increase because, as 
McPhetridge said, “The district’s 
current budget forecast shows 
a deficit of $17.5 million by the 
end of 2018-2019.” This is because 
Alameda’s Measure A parcel tax, 
which brings $12 million per year 
to the district, expires in June 2018 
and state funding to AUSD is less 
than many surrounding districts.

The two sides began negotiating 
in January. PERB last declared an 
impasse in AUSD and AEA nego-
tiations in 2011, however, the main 
factor concerned class sizes.
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