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Crime Roundup
Police break up beach brawl, more
Sun Staff Reports
Alamedan Murdered
Police have identified a 26-yearold man fatally shot on May 18 in
East Oakland as Michael McNair
of Alameda. Officers from the
Oakland Police Department (OPD)
responded to the report of a man
shot in the 2800 block of Parker
Avenue, just north of MacArthur
Boulevard near 78th Avenue. When
officers arrived on the scene they
found McNair dead from a gunshot
wound.
Police have made no arrests in
the case. OPD and Crime Stoppers
of Oakland are offering a reward for
information leading to an arrest.
They are asking anyone with
information to call OPD homicide
investigators at 238-3821 or Crime
Stoppers at 777-8572.

Memorial Day Melee
Officers from the Alameda
Police Department (APD) and the
Robotics stars
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East Bay Regional Park District
Results of robot competition
(EBRPD) responded to a disturannounced recently.
LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
bance at Robert Crown Memorial
State Beach on Memorial Day.
Emergency medical teams from
the Alameda Fire Department also
responded.
Witnesses described the scene
at the beach as a “massive police
presence, including a helicopter
circling overhead.”
“There must have been at least
a
dozen
uniformed EBRPD officers,”
THE PUZZLES PAGE
one
witness
said.
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Witnesses reported that prob-
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Sharpen your pencils for that
newspaper tradition!

ISLAND ARTS
Poetry & Dance
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Alameda Island Poets celebrate
dance poetry festival.

lems began when a van started
driving across a lawn picnic area
to deliver belongings to the beach.
An EBRPD park ranger stopped
the van and told members of the
party inside that park regulations
did not permit them to drive the
van on the lawn.
A woman who witnessed the
incident allegedly accused the
party with the van of being lazy.
Three women from the van came
back and confronted the woman.
“What did you call us?” one of
the women from the van allegedly
said.
“Lazy,” the accuser reportedly
replied.
Witnesses said that three women
from the party in the van then
attacked their accuser and began
to beat her for calling them “lazy.”
The accuser’s fiancé stepped in
and tried to pull the three woman
away. Other men appeared and,
witnesses said, began beating up
the fiancé. When witnesses began
calling 911, the people from the van
reportedly took their accusers’ cell
phones and threw them.
Police arrived and began questioning both parties involved in the
incident, as well as the witnesses.
One witness turned over a video of
the incident over to the police.
Neither APD nor EBRPD released
information about the incident.
Phone calls to OPD’s homicide
unit and APD were not returned
by deadline. A representative of
EBRPD declined to comment.

Community to Discuss Gun
Violence Monday, June 4
Sun Staff Reports
A community forum titled
“A Conversation: Guns In Our
Community” has been set
for Monday, June 4, at 7 p.m.
at Christ Church Alameda,
1700 Santa Clara Ave. Given
America’s ongoing struggle to
prevent gun violence in schools
and other public places,
Alamedans will gather to discuss the role of guns here.

Panelists will include: Vice
Mayor Malia Vella, Alameda
Police Chief Paul Rolleri,
Veteran Paul Hauser, Rabbi
Barnett Brickner representing
the faith community and Lucy
Helms, a local student.
Big Five Sporting Goods has
declined an invitation to date.
For more information, call
523-2700 or visit christchurch
alameda.org

Dennis Evanosky

Local officials gathered the shovels for a groundbreaking ceremony marking the
start of construction on a mixed-use waterfront development on the former Naval Air
Station Wednesday, May 23.

City Breaks Ground
at Alameda Point
Sun Staff Reports
On May 23, the City of Alameda
and its private partner, Alameda
Point Partners, LLC, (APP) celebrated the first phase of a $1 billion
mixed-use, transit-oriented waterfront development at the gateway to
Alameda Point. The 68-acre development is located on the former
Naval Air Station Alameda, which
closed more than 20 years ago.
Projected to cost $500 million,
the first phase of the project consists of 673 housing units, including
130 units of affordable housing for
low and very-low income households, and an additional 310 units
affordable to middle-income households. The site will also offer eight
acres of parks and open space,
and nearly 100,000 square feet of
resident-serving retail, dining and
maker spaces. Space for community events and gatherings are also
planned.
Major infrastructure improvements on the 30-acre phase one
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Event Calendar Page 12
Concerts at the Cove and lots
of other fun coming up soon.
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The Encinal High School Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps served as the color
guard for Monday’s Memorial Day ceremony at Veterans Park.

Alameda Celebrates Memorial Day
Photo & Story by Mike Lano
Monday’s annual Memorial Day
ceremony in Bay Farm Island’s
Veterans Park was packed, even
in blistering sun without any
clouds present. The event marked
the park’s 30th anniversary. The
Vietnam Veterans of America
(VVA), local Chapter 400 held the
event in honor and remembrance
of those who gave their lives serving in the U.S. Army, U.S. Navy and
U.S. Marine Corps since 1775, the
U.S. Coast Guard since 1790, the
U.S. Merchant Marines since 1936
and the U.S. Air Force since 1947.
Memorial Day also recognizes
police officers, firefighters, emergency medical technicians and
other first responders.
Alameda’s All City Band played
for more than an hour in the heat
with their conductor Mike Wirgler.
Bagpipe Laureate Sgt. Jim Marsh,

Encinal High School Jr. ROTC, Boy
Scouts Troop 78, Fourth Marines
Division; U.S. Coast Guard, 11th
District; and American Legion Post
9; contributed to the event. Leland
Thompson from American Legion
Post 647, Disabled American
Veterans of Alameda, Chapter 8;
Mayor Trish Spencer; councilmembers Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft andJim Oddie; Assm. Rob Bonta and
Supervisor Wilman Chan, District
3, were all in attendance.
The Master of Ceremonies was
Arnold Dos Santos, VVA Chapter
400. Barbara Acosta sang the
national anthem and then Military
Chaplain, Lt. CNC U.S. Navy Erik
Neider delivered the opening invocation and prayer. Speakers Major
Jarrod Rothman, Commanding
Officer 4th Force Recon, 4th Marine
Division, USMC and Bill Hodges VVA
Chapter 400 conducted the moving

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and
Missing Man Table ceremony.
Many wreaths were brought in
front of the crowd and then delivered by the Blue Star Mothers, Gold
Star Parents, Alameda Elks Veterans
Committee, Disabled American
Veterans Alameda Chapter 8,
the League of Filipino-American
Veterans, American Legion Post 9,
Post 647 American Legion’s Leland
Thompson, U.S. Navy of Alameda
Council and VVA Chapter 400.
A dramatic rifle salute from
the 4th Marine Division and U.S.
Marine Corps. and Marsh’s rendition of “Amazing Grace” preceded
retiring the colors.
The ceremony ended with this
quote from Thomas William Parson:
“On thy grave the rain shall fall.
From the eyes of a mighty nation.”
Contact Mike Lano at editor@
alamedasun.com.

project include new water, sewer,
electrical and gas lines, newly
paved streets with bike and transit
lanes and bulkhead improvements
on Seaplane Lagoon for a new ferry
terminal.
“The Bay Area is in tremendous
need of additional housing at all
levels of affordability: market rate,
workforce and affordable,” said

Stephanie Hill, Vice President of
Development for Trammell Crow
Residential’s Northern California
division. “One of the mandates for
this development is to build 25
percent of the residential units for
affordable and below-market-rate
housing. This is higher than most
cities require in the Bay Area.”
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Alameda Muslims
Observe Ramadan
Photo & Story by
Rasheed Shabazz
After a sip of water and a bite of a
medjool date, Maz Khan, 17, recites
the adhan, the Islamic call to prayer.
The men, women, and children at
Quba Mosque on Haight Avenue
attending the nightly iftar — a meal
breaking the daily fast — resume
eating. Khan, a senior at Alameda
High School, and Alameda Muslims
join an estimated 1.5 billion people observing Ramadan, the ninth
month of the Islamic calendar when
Muslims believe the Holy Quran was
revealed to Prophet Muhammad.
Ramadan began May 16.
“Fasting is one of the five pillars of Islam,” said Imam Ariff
Shaik, a religious leader at the
Islamic Center of Alameda. During
Ramadan, Muslims abstain from
food, drink and sex from dawn to
dusk. “We fast so that people can
get closer to Allah by gaining God
consciousness. When we feel our
hunger, we share our blessings with
less fortunate people,” Shaik said.
Other pillars include the declaration of faith, daily prayers, charity
and the pilgrimage to Mecca.
Alameda has two masjids or
mosques. Quba, originally the
Afghan Cultural Center, was founded in 1986. The Islamic Center of
Alameda, at Ninth Street and Santa
Clara Avenue, opened in 1998. “It’s
a growing community,” Shaik said.
He estimates that due to immigration and refugees, upwards of 2,000
Muslims live in Alameda. The Friday
prayer services, called Jummah,
are packed and Alameda may need
a third space, Shaik added. “Many
of our people in Alameda go to
Oakland,” he said, where there are
about a dozen mosques.

Alameda’s
Muslims
are
diverse. “If you come to Friday
prayer in Alameda, you’ll see people of all countries lined up to
pray together,” Shaik said, including African Americans, Afghans,
Bangladeshis, Indians from the subcontinent, Indonesians, Pakistanis,
Senegalese, Somali, Yemeni and a
growing number of white American
converts to Islam. “We all forget
about where we come from, connect our hearts, show love and
respect and make our own community,” Shaik said.
Many active Muslims struggle
to continue working out during
Ramadan. “I go running in the
morning while I’m still hydrated,”
said Ayaan Yusuf. She drinks plenty
of water during a pre-dawn meal,
called suhoor. Yusuf has spent this
month attending private iftars at
friends’ homes and at the masjid.
Both Alameda masjids host
taraweeh prayers, nightly recitations of the Quran by youth that
have memorized the entire book.
Youth comprise a large portion
of Alameda’s Muslim population,
including many teens fasting during
the final weeks of school.
“In the past years, I would kind
of hide being Muslim,” Encinal High
School senior Libaan Abdullahi,
17, said. “But this year, if people
ask if I’m fasting, I say, ‘Yeah, I’m
Muslim!’” After accompanying
Alameda’s delegation to Muslim
Capitol Day in Sacramento and
discussing bullying with elected
officials, he feels more confidence
in sharing his faith. He’s secretary for Encinal’s Muslim Student
Association and hopes to educate
others about Islam and advocate
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Islamic scholar Imam Zaid Shakir, co-founder of
Zaytuna College, attended taraweeh prayer at the
Islamic Center of Alameda on the second night of
Ramadan and discussed the benefits of fasting.

