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Kiteboarder Perishes
A May 12 kiteboarding accident 

at Robert W. Crown Memorial State 
Beach took the life of Brett Spence 
Powell, 57, of Fairfax. Witnesses 
said that the accident happened 
about 4 p.m. 

The wind lifted the victim some 
50 feet off the water. He lost control 
of his rig and crashed into an elec-
trical box.  

Paramedics transported Powell 
to Highland Hospital in Oakland. 
Despite wearing a helmet, Powell 
succumbed to severe head and 
neck injuries some four hours after 
the accident. He leaves behind a 
wife and son. He was an avid out-
doorsman. 

Friends have set up a GoFundMe 
page to help pay expenses www.
gofundme.com/brettpowellmemori-
alfund. The page said Powell had a 
commitment to a wide range of envi-
ronmental and social causes.

FAAS, City Come to Terms
In a joint press release Friends of 

the Alameda Animal Shelter (FAAS) 

Former Mythbuster Discussed USS Hornet from Stem to Stern

Dennis Evanosky
What is the “Blue Economy” and 

how can Alameda benefit from it? 
This question arose at a recent 

Planning Board meeting when 
Alamedans discussed the fate of 
the Alameda Marina and its working 
waterfront. World-renowned ocean-
ographer Dr. Sylvia Earle addressed 
the board and expressed concern 
about the many small family busi-
nesses, skilled crafts and boating 
activities that are now at risk from 
a large re-development plan. 

Earle served as the first 
female chief scientist at the 
National Oceanic Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) and is rec-
ognized as a “Living Legend” by the 
Library of Congress. She is also the 
founder of Deep Ocean Exploration 
and Research (DOER) Marine, an 
Alameda-based family business that 
turned 25 this year. 

Earle has witnessed change in 
our oceans and coastal regions. 
She noted that while housing can 
be built in many places, activi-
ties that rely upon direct water 
access must be given priority use 
of the shoreline, particularly on 
City-owned tidelands and wharfs. 
DOER’s Liz Taylor has long advo-
cated for the blue economy; sub-
mitting outlines and supporting 
information to City staff and par-
ticipating in workshops. 

The Blue Economy is made up 
of both traditional and new mar-
itime users. “Marinas, ships and 
boatyards, sail makers, commer-
cial diving, yacht clubs and chan-
dleries typically come to mind,” 
Taylor said. Modern maritime 
users include public aquariums, 

aquaculture, tidal energy, algal bio-
fuels, marine robotics, submers-
ibles, marine electronics, paddling 
sports, offshore wind, bio-pharma-
ceuticals, educational/non-profit 
organizations and more. 

Earle noted that these activities, 
requiring locations on the water, 
can enhance public knowledge by 
assuring working access to the bay 
and ocean beyond. The majority of 
them also provide good, skilled jobs 
and products and services that can 
bring enduring economic benefits 
to Alameda. Former Harbormaster 
Brock de Lappe stated that the 
Svendsen’s boatyard was in the top 
25 sales tax producers in Alameda, 
and Leslie Cameron said Bay Ship & 
Yacht, which now owns Svendsen’s, 
employs more than 400 people in 
Alameda. 

Water-based tourism and tran-
sit connections are also part of 
the Blue Economy. Ferries, guest 
docks or moorings encourage visi-
tors to spend a day or weekend 
in Alameda, helping generate local 
revenue without ever bringing a car 
onto the island. Attracting yacht 
and boat shows to Alameda ampli-
fies these economic benefits. 

State Lands and the Bay 
Conservation Development 
Commission (BCDC) provide some 
protection for public and maritime 
use of the tidelands. However, 
developers often deem industrial 
and maritime as “incompatible” 
with proposed housing abutting 
tidelands. The rationale for hous-
ing stems from a perceived cost 
of repair and maintenance of the 

shoreline. However, making land 
suitable for housing comes at a 
much higher cost than retaining it 
for maritime/industrial and public 
use. Where maritime companies 
are active users of the shoreline, 
repair costs can be controlled as 
they have the expertise to under-
take such work, especially when 
incentivized with long-term leases 
and rents that reward reinvestment 
in the community. 

There are many factors around 
climate change, seismic safety and 
sea level rise that must be consid-
ered in any shoreline re-develop-
ment plan. The BCDC has mandated 
setbacks from the water but now 
considers future “defensible space” 
for levees or sea walls that might 
be required to save existing neigh-
borhoods. Measure AA passed last 
year to help with coastal restoration 
work that dovetails with the Blue 
Economy and a sustainable future. 

This year’s Blue Vision Summit 
took place at Georgetown University 
in Washington, D.C., from May 9 to 
11 with a key track on “Building 
Coastal Resiliency through Smart 
Economic Planning.” Earle pre-
sented opening remarks and par-
ticipated in discussions around 
the Blue Economy. “Alameda is at 
a pivotal juncture. It will either 
become a bland bedroom commu-
nity or it will take a leadership 
role, protecting its maritime heart, 
fostering innovation and emerging 
as a lustrous pearl in the new blue 
economy,” Earle said. 

Liz Taylor contributed to this 
story. 

Courtesy DOER

Dr. Sylvia Earle founded Deep Ocean Exploration and 
Research (DOER) Marine 25 years ago in Alameda. 
Here she appears in one of her submarines.

Sharanth “Lawrence” 
Kumarasivan 

The USS Hornet Museum held 
its “STEM to Stern” event on May 20 
to promote science, technology and 
mathematics (STEM). The event fea-
tured Jamie Hyneman, the former 
co-host of the popular Discovery 
Channel series, Mythbusters. 

The show represented a rare 
public appearance for Hyneman, 
who has continued working alone 
on experimental technology for cli-
ents, ever since Mythbusters last 
aired in March 2016. 

Sporting his signature beret, 

Hyneman walked onto the stage 
to the applause of a full crowd, 
following a video montage of the 
numerous explosions orchestrated 
on Mythbusters. On stage, Hyneman 
joined co-panelists Brian Fies, a sci-
ence educator, and Chuck Myers, a 
former Navy Lieutenant with expe-
rience on aircraft carriers. 

The panel discussed various 
components of the USS Hornet and 
of ships in general, such as elec-
trical circuiting, the catapult sys-
tem and navigation. Afterward, the 
floor opened up to questions from 
the audience. 

Whenever relevant, Hyneman 
re-clarified complex science con-
cepts using analogies. He sees his 
true strength in translating science 
into something people can under-
stand. When explaining how the 
Hornet’s catapult system catches 
a landing plane, he compared the 
plane to a tractor-trailer hitting the 
ship’s deck at 120 miles per hour. 

“If you said [the plane] weighs 
35 tons, no one knows how much 
35 tons is,” said Hyneman. “But 
if you said it weighs as much an 
18-wheeler, everyone knows how 
big that is.” 

Attendees for the event came 
from far and wide. Dave Tambling, 
a youngster from Menlo Park, 
attending with his family, said he 
learned a few new facts from the 
presentation. “I didn’t know how 
powerful the catapult system was.” 

Tanner Aldrich from Reno, anoth-
er youngster in the audience, enjoyed 
hearing about Hyneman’s experience 
as a wilderness survival guide. “I’m 
interested in studying environmental 
science,” said Aldrich. 

For part two of this story, featuring 
Hyneman’s connection to Alameda, 
visit www.alamedasun.com.

Ekene Ikeme
A month-old debate about the 

sustainability of Lum Elementary 
School’s future moved forward at 
Tuesday’s Alameda Unified School 
District (AUSD) school board 
meeting.

Board members, Superinten-
dent Sean McPhetridge, school 
staff, an advisory group opposing 
the district’s recommendation and 
Lum students were expected to 
speak at the meeting.

School officials and a group of 
displeased Lum parents have dis-
agreed about whether the Lum El-
ementary site, 1801 Sandcreek Way, 
is safe for children. The district was 
notified of the potential problem 
when they were preparing to build 
a new classroom building on the 
Lum campus.

In a March 17 report, a geotech-
nical engineering firm, Miller Pa-
cific Engineering Group, declared 
the “potential liquefaction of sandy 
layers between the ground surface 
and a depth of 50 feet may result 
in ground surface settlement of 
between roughly five to 10 inches” 
at the Lum site in the event of a 
100-year earthquake (6.8 on the 
Richter scale). Liquefaction refers 
to the sudden, temporary loss of 
soil shear strength during a strong 
earthquake.

The district ordered five more 
samples to be taken from around 
the Lum campus, according to an 
AUSD press release. Each sample 
came back with similar results, 
causing concern for the existing 
campus buildings. Engineers rec-
ommended AUSD “develop a plan 
to provide suitable alternate fa-
cilities for the students as soon as 
feasible.”

McPhetridge disclosed the find-
ings and his recommendations 
to staff and Lum parents at a spe-
cial Board of Education meeting 
on April 28. Citing an outcry from 
Lum parents, McPhetridge decided 

to postpone any decision until the 
May 23 meeting.

During that time opposing Lum 
parents formed the Lum District 
Advisory Committee (DAC). They 
decided to conduct their own 
study. 

“With each day, as more infor-
mation is gathered, it has become 
clearer and clearer that the district’s 
recommendation was premature,” 
said Joe Keiser, an attorney, Lum 
parent and member of the Lum DAC. 
“We ask that the board look at the 
expert opinion that we’ve gathered.”

DAC sought the opinions of en-
gineers, architects and a firefighter. 
They came to the conclusion that 
they can avoid the Lum site closing 
by retrofitting the campus. 

“For soft-soil locations and light-
weight structures, the potential for 
differential settlement is often miti-
gated with ‘raft’ or mat type founda-
tions,” wrote Calin Smith, president 
of Smith Engineering in a May 5 
report. “Applying that concept to 
these buildings could be straight-
forward.”

However, the district received 
a second recommendation from a 
structural engineering company. 
“The existing foundations do not 
appear to have the capacity or in-
terconnected layout to mitigate the 
expected differential settlement,” 
wrote Steven Curry of Murphy Burr 
Curry, Inc., a structural engineering 
consulting firm, in a May 17 report. 
“This could result in life-safety con-
cerns.”

The district plans to send the 
500 Lum students to a handful of 
other Alameda schools for the 
2017-2018 school year. The plan will 
not effect students this school year.

Lum opened in 1961. The cam-
pus consists of single-story build-
ings, with groups of classrooms, or 
pods, circling a common area. 

For more information, visit 
https://alamedausd-ca.schoolloop.
com.

and the City have announced that 
they have come to terms. If the City 
Council approves the agreement, 
the City could more than double the 
money it is currently paying FAAS to 
run the shelter. 

In January 2016, FAAS told the 
City that the $328,000 a year it was 
receiving could not sustain the shel-
ter. Under the new agreement the 
City would pay FAAS up to $804,300 
annually. 

The contract is scheduled to 
come before the City Council at its 
June 6 meeting. The Sun will cover 
the new contract in more detail in 
its June 1 edition.

Interfaith Gospel Choir  
to Perform Here

A special performance by the 
Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir 
has been set for this Sunday, May 
28, at 2 p.m. Rhythmix Cultural 
Works (RCW) will host. Under the 
direction of Emmy winner Terrance 
Kelly, the choir will express joy 
and unity through black gospel and 
spiritual music.

Founded in 1986, the Oakland 
Interfaith Gospel Choir brings 
together singers and instrumental-
ists who embody a community of 
diverse races, cultures and faiths. 
Over the past 25 years, the award-
winning choir has appeared on 
Grammy-winning albums by Linda 
Ronstadt, MC Hammer, Tramaine 
Hawkins and others.

Waffle sandwiches from Erick 
Reynoso’s “Stuff My Waffle” food 
truck will be available at the per-
formance which is open to all ages.

RCW is Alameda’s community 
arts center located at 2513 Blanding 
Aven. Tickets for Sunday’s perfor-
mance are $20 in advance, $25 day 
of show and $12 children under 13. 
For more information, visit www.
rhythmix.org.

Sun Staff Reports
Chapter 400 of the Vietnam Vet-

erans of America invites all veter-
ans to join them for the dedication 
of a plaque that honors those who 
gave their lives during the Vietnam 
War. The ceremony takes place at 
10 a.m., Saturday, May 27, at the 
Veterans Memorial Building, 200 
Grand Ave. in Oakland. 

Chapter 400 is also hosting a 
Memorial Day service, Monday, 
May 29, at Veterans Memorial Park, 
at Veterans Court near Doolittle 
and Island drives on Bay Farm Is-
land. The service begins at 11 a.m. 

and will remember all the men and 
women who gave their lives in de-
fense of our country. 

Chapter 400 meets at 6:30 p.m., 
the third Tuesday of every month 
at the Alameda Veterans Memorial 
Building, 2203 Central Ave. Mem-
bership is open to Vietnam veter-
ans who served on active duty in 
the U.S. military (for other than 
training purposes) in the Republic 
of Vietnam from Feb. 28, 1961 to 
May 7, 1975. Vietnam-era veterans 
who served in any duty location 
from Aug. 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 
are also welcome to join.  

USS Hornet will also host a Me-
morial Day Ceremony on May 29. 
Doors open at 10 a.m.; the Hornet 
Big Band will perform. Chaplain 
Wallace Whatley will officiate at the 
11 a.m. service, which concludes 
with a wreath toss off the fantail. 
The Hornet is docked at 707 West 
Hornet Ave. General admission ap-
plies. Veterans and museum mem-
bers admitted free. 

Admission includes tours of the 
carrier’s exhibits on U.S. military 
history, ranging from World War II 
to the modern era. Call 521-8448 or 
visit usshornet.org to learn more.

Mike Lano

Last year’s Memorial Day ceremony led off with a bagpiper and color guard. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

 COOKIE MONSTER!!


