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Sun Staff Reports
The Ruby Bridges robotics 

teams won all the trophies at the 
third annual Alameda Robotics 
competition, which was held on 
May 11 at Wood Middle School. 
The Robotics competition is 
a partnership of the Alameda 
Robotics Center under the direc-
tor of Wood Middle School teacher 
Nga Nguyen, Wood Middle School, 

and the Alameda Education 
Foundation (AEF). 

The Robotics program puts 
essential STEM principles into 
hands-on action. Students learn 
about scientific method, collabo-
ration and teamwork. Over sev-
eral weeks, school teams worked 
with mentors to design, build 
and program robots using Lego 
Mindstorms technology, then 

competed on a themed playing 
field, in this case, space. The 
program is currently for students 
in fourth to eighth grades. This 
year’s program included 120 
students representing 19 teams 
from nine Alameda Unified School 
District (AUSD) schools. 

The competition itself consist-
ed of two rounds. Each round had 

RBES Teams Sweep 
Robotics Competition

Courtesy Alameda Education Foundation

Ruby Bridges Elementary School robotics teams took first, second and third places at 
a recent competition, shutting out all the other schools’ teams.

b ROBOTS: Page 11

A Coast Guard family could barely speak in the face of 
the huge generosity shown as Alameda’s Mike’s Auto 
Body unveilled their newly refurbished Honda.

Body Shop Gives Back
Community effort helps servicepeople
Photo & story by Eric J. Kos

Mike’s Auto Body of Alameda 
helped celebrate the 99th anni-
versary of the Coast Guard Chiefs 
by presenting a “new” used car to 
a deserving Coast Guard family 
as part of the shop’s Benevolence 
Program on Coast Guard Island 
on May 17. 

Each year the collision repair 
industry comes across cars that 
are “written off” by either the 
owner or the insurance company. 
Often times these older vehicles 
just need some mechanical and 
body work to get them back on the 
road and perfectly safe to drive. 
Rather than let these cars go to 
waste Mike’s Auto Body restores 
them for people who really need 
them.

Mike’s Auto Body’s Benevolence 
Program, a community relations 
effort, generates good will at the 
local level while improving and 
promoting the image of the col-
lision repair industry. The pro-
gram’s mission is to present refur-
bished used cars to deserving indi-
viduals or organizations. The shop 
calls it “A Gift of Charity Wrapped 
in Dignity.”

Including the donation last 
Friday, over the last 19 years, 
Mike’s has presented a total of 81 
cars to deserving families and non-
profit organizations.

“It has been so rewarding over 
the years presenting the cars to 
deserving individuals and organiza-
tions who are working to improve 
their skills and become indepen-
dent,” said owner Mike Rose. 
“Everything is donated, the cars, 

parts, paint, mechanical inspec-
tions, tires and one year of insur-
ance. The body and paint techni-
cians donate their time and talents 
as well.”

Liberty Mutual-Safeco Insurance 
donated the written-off vehicle 
that was presented to the deserv-
ing Stewart family who recently 
relocated to Alameda from West 
Virginia.

“We feel very fortunate to be 
involved with such a wonderful 
program and are very excited to be 
able to give back to the communi-
ties that have supported us for the 
past 47 years,” said Rose. “After 
receiving hundreds of applications 
over the years and reading the 
heartbreaking stores, we only wish 
that we could do more.”

Employees from Mike’s 
unveilled the car at a ceremony fea-
turing Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft, 
President of Alameda Chamber of 
Commerce Michael McDonough 
and Chief Petty Officer Association 
President Rick Paauwe. The car’s 
trunk was filled with toys for the 
Stewarts’ two children. Enterprise 
Rental Car also presented $250 in 
gift cards to the family.

Mike’s Auto Body operates 16 
locations throughout the Bay Area, 
including the one at 2050 Clement 
Ave. in Alameda. For more about  
Mike’s visit www.mikesautobody.com.

The Coast Guard first designat-
ed the rank of Chief on May 18, 
1920, exactly 99 years and one day 
prior to the ceremony.

Sun Shines on Good Deeds

Sun Staff Reports
The Port of Oakland Board of 

Commissioners approved a tenta-
tive agreement with the Oakland 
Athletics that will allow the base-
ball team to build a stadium across 
the Oakland Estuary at Howard 
Terminal.

The Board approved the agree-
ment in a unanimous 7-0 vote at 
its meeting on May 13. The vote 
marks the end of a year of negotia-
tions between the Port and the A’s. 
Under the terms of the deal, the A’s 
will sign a 66-year lease with the 
Port of Oakland. The A’s will pay 
the Port $3.8 million a year for the 
first 20 years of the deal with the 
lease amount increasing after that, 
according to reports. 

Officials still need to prepare an 
environmental impact report and 
additional approvals at the local 
and state levels remain before any 
groundbreaking is to commence. 
The proposed 35,000-seat stadium 
will cover 50 acres of Port prop-
erty. The stadium will be privately 
financed. 

In addition to the ballpark, the 
Howard Terminal site also could 
include up to 4,000 housing units, 
2.27 million square feet of mixed-
used development, including retail, 
office, entertainment, flexible man-
ufacturing or recreation, a 3,500-
seat performance venue and a 
300- to 400-room hotel, according 
to reports.

The Oakland Athletics are seek-
ing a 2023 opening date for the 
proposed stadium. The tentative 
agreement will expire by 2023 if a 
stadium is not approved.

Maritime businesses and port 
employees are worried the con-
struction of the stadium and the 
surrounding housing and business-
es will affect maritime operations. 
The Port commissioners put in a 
stipulation in the agreement that 
requires the A’s to work with busi-
nesses at the Port to guarantee 
the stadium construction does not 
obstruct maritime businesses.

The Oakland A’s have been 
trying to drum up fan support in 
the East Bay for the new stadium. 
Earlier this month Oakland A’s offi-
cials hosted a town hall meeting 
about its proposed new stadium in 
Alameda (“West Alameda, Oakland 
A’s Team up for New Ballpark,” 
May 9). The meeting was held May 
1, at Michaan’s Auction Theater 
at Alameda Point. The new sta-
dium location poses some interest-
ing challenges and opportunities 
for synergy with the Island City. 
Ideas floating around the room dur-
ing the reception included addi-
tional West End crossings between 
Oakland and Alameda taking the 
form of water taxis or a gondola.

The West Alameda Business 
Association (WABA) co-hosted 
the forum. At the meeting one A’s 
employees said the team has many 
other stadium opportunities avail-
able, but remains committed to 
staying in Oakland. 

“We’re doing this for our fans 
first,” he said. “And we need the 
fans to show us that this is the ball-
park they want.”

The A’s also held a rally to sup-
port the team and the new stadium 
on May 13, at Jack London Square.

Sun Staff Reports
Parade Committee Needs 

Some Applicants to Resubmit 
The Fourth of July Foundation 

would like to thank the City of 
Alameda, the Alameda Sun and the 
community for their help in getting 
the volunteers and funding needed 
to host the Fourth of July Parade this 
year. The additional efforts secured 
the expanded safety measures need-
ed to protect everyone attending and 
participating in the parade.

Applications are available to par-
ticipate in the parade. Due to a com-
puter glitch, groups who filled out an 
application and have not received 
a confirmation email from the com-
mittee, must visit www.alameda 
parade.com and fill out the applica-
tion again. Questions? Write alameda 
4thofjulyparade.aa@gmail.com.

Memorial Day Service Set
On Monday, May 27, the pub-

lic is invited to stop at Veterans 
Memorial Park at 11 a.m. to honor 
those that have given their lives 
in service to the country. Once 
again, as in many years past, 
local Veterans groups have joined 
together to organize this ceremony. 

“The Vietnam Veterans 
Association Chapter 400, The 
American Legion Post 9, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 647 and the 
DAV Chapter 8 would be honored if 
you would join us at the Memorial 
Ceremony of the fallen,” said this 
year’s Event Chair Joe Lo Paro. 

Alameda Mayor Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft will give the welcoming 
address, while U.S. Coast Guard Capt. 
José Peña, Commanding Officer, 
Base Alameda, will give the Memorial 

Address, according to Lo Paro. 
Presenting Colors and Rifle Salute 

will be courtesy the 4th Marine Force 
Recon, 4th Marine Division. Taps will 
be played as it has been for many 
years by World War II veteran and 
Iwo Jima survivor Gene Maurice. The 
National Anthem will be sung by 
Barbara Acosta and accompanied by 
the Alameda Civic Band.

The laying of the wreaths cer-
emony will be attended by Gold 
Star Moms, Blue Star Moms, mem-
bers of the Alameda Elks Club, 
the League of Filipino-American 
Veterans, Disabled American 
Veterans Alameda Chapter 8, 
American Legion Post 9, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 647, the U.S. 
Navy League Alameda Chapter 
and Vietnam Veterans Association 
Chapter 400.

Port, A’s Agree on New 
Stadium Plan Nearby

Alameda Unified School District 

The school district plans a major renovation of the Encinal Junior & Senior High 
School campus on Central Avenue. The project will get underway with a ground-
breaking tomorrow at 3:15 p.m.

Project Starts at EHS
Dennis Evanosky

The Alameda Unified School 
District (AUSD) invites the commu-
nity to a groundbreaking at Encinal 
Junior & Senior High School, 210 
Central Ave., at 3:15 p.m. tomor-
row, May 24. The ceremony will 
mark the beginning of a $42 million 
project that will include:

n A new two-story, 12-class-
room building with a maker space

n A complete redesign of the 
area in front of the school includ-
ing: relocating the parking lot, 
removing the portable classrooms 
and new landscaping

n A new central student-gather-
ing area and new outdoor learning 
structures 

n A modernization of the 
200-classroom wing 

n An update to critical infra-
structure and safety-security sys-
tems, including fire alarms, public-
address system and door locks. 

The school district expects com-
pletion in 2021. AUSD has already 
placed portable classrooms at the 
school to replace the classrooms 
that will be under construction.

“I am so excited to see this 
project begin,” said AUSD 
Superintendent Sean McPhetridge. 
“Encinal Junior & Senior High 
School already has an amazing 
location by the Bay and a wide 
range of excellent programs. Now 
we can provide the Encinal school 
community with a beautiful 21st-
century campus, as well.”

About $39.5 million for the proj-
ect is coming from Measure I funds, 

and $2 million is coming from AUSD’s 
deferred maintenance fund. Voters 
passed Measure I on Nov. 4, 2014, 
with 62.75 percent of the voters say-
ing “yes.” The measure required a 55 
percent majority to pass. 

Passage of Measure I gave AUSD 
the nod to raise $179.5 million 
in bond money with the aim of 
improving earthquake safety and 
student security at its schools. 
The measure also authorized the 
district to use proceeds from the 
bonds to upgrade science and com-
puter labs, improve heating, cool-
ing, plumbing and electrical and 
solar systems, as well as replace 
leaky roofs, windows and doors. 
Many of these improvements are 
evident in the plans for Encinal 
Junior & Senior High School.

News in Brief


