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Alameda Municipal Power 
(AMP) may soon provide a sub-
scription solar power service for 
residents and business owners who 
aren’t prepared to install their own 
solar array.

Utility officials pitched the pro-
posal to the Public Utilities Board 
(PUB) last Monday along with op-
tions for the program’s structure 
and customer costs.

AMP General Manager Glenn 
Steiger said the utility hopes to 
offer the program to give people 
who can’t put solar panels on 
their roof the opportunity to ac-
cess solar power. The list of po-
tential customers includes the 
more than half of Alamedans who 
are renters, he said.

“Community solar is an alterna-
tive, and it allows those folks who 
can’t or don’t want to participate in 
a solar program that looks just like 
it,” Steiger said.

The program being recommend-
ed by power company officials in a 
staff report to the board is similar to 
a community sponsored agriculture 
program; interested participants 
would buy a share of the company’s 
solar output each 
month, rather than 
a box of produce.

Steiger said the 
program would 
operate similar to 
a resident’s own 
rooftop panels, 
which generate en-
ergy when the sun 
is shining.

“We would 
model generally 
what you would 
normally be using 
at a certain time of 
day and give you a credit. Or you 
would pay for the energy coming 
out of that system,” he said.

Utility officials are proposing to 
build a system that would provide 
enough energy to power 65 homes 
or 18 small businesses full-time. A 
program with 389 subscribers, who 
would each get a share of that en-
ergy as one of their power sources, 
would ultimately pay off the pro-
gram’s estimated cost of $1.45 mil-
lion, which is the cost of building 
and operating the system over its 
expected 25-year life span.

AMP is recommending that con-
struction of the proposed solar ar-
ray be funded by green power sales 
to other utilities. AMP sells green 
power credits to other utilities 
that aren’t meeting state-mandated 
thresholds for green power genera-

tion – thresholds the local utility far 
exceeds.

Another option would be to 
charge subscribers $150 up front 
for the cost of building the solar 
array, though Steiger said he’s not 
recommending that option. Steiger 
said the utility could also use more 
of the money from green power 
credit sales to lower subscribers’ 
power costs.

Leaders of Community Action 
for a Sustainable Alameda said they 
like the idea of making solar power 
available to people who can’t install 
a solar array on their rooftop. And 
they said that a “properly designed 
program” could be an “interesting 
test” of Alameda’s support for mov-
ing toward totally green power.

But they questioned whether 
the program would attract enough 
subscribers to be viable, saying the 
cost may be too high for consumers 
and a one-year contract difficult for 
renters being targeted by the pro-
gram to sign.

“The community solar plan, as 
outlined in the staff report, is an in-
teresting idea, but in the proposed 
form we believe it is likely to be 
undersubscribed and will not be 
worth the substantial investment 

of (green power 
credit sales) mon-
ey,” members of 
the group’s steer-
ing committee, 
who previously 
convinced the 
board to set aside 
to fund efforts to 
reduce the util-
ity’s carbon foot-
print, wrote in a 
statement to The 
Alamedan.

They also 
noted that AMP 

customers who want green pow-
er can participate in the utility’s 
Alameda Green program, which 
lets customers purchase all-green 
power for less than half the cost 
of the subscription program. That 
program has 900 subscribers, the 
staff report says, while another 200 
customers have their own rooftop 
solar panels.

A subscription to the proposed 
community solar program would 
cost $13.18 a month, or 22 cents 
per kilowatt hour — two cents per 
kilowatt hour more than the top 
residential power rate and six cents 
more than the top commercial rate. 
But it’s a cost Steiger thinks envi-
ronmentally conscious Alamedans 
will be willing to pay.

Richard Bangert
Patrons seated themselves un-

der a canopy between rows of crops 
at Alameda Point Collaborative’s 
(APC) farm to celebrate the fifth 
annual “Urban Farm Table” fund-
raising luncheon on Sunday, May 
17.  A guitar and stringed bass duo 
provided musical ambience from 
within a nearby thicket of blossom-
ing passion fruit vines. Bees went 
about their business from teeming 
beehives clinging to the branches 
of a fruit tree in the farm orchard. It 
was an earthy affair.

The collaborative provides sup-
portive housing for homeless in-
dividuals, children and youth ser-
vices, and job training programs, 
such as selling their farm produce 
through a subscription service, 
operating a commercial kitchen, 
and raising and selling plants at the 
Ploughshares Nursery.

Nationally known author and 
sustainable food activist Bryant 
Terry gave the keynote address. He 
wove together personal memories 
of food and culture from the days 
before the phrase “slow-food move-
ment” was coined. Terry character-
ized APC’s local farm program as a 
radical idea in an era of corporate 
agribusiness that harms the envi-
ronment and shortchanges consum-
ers’ health. 

Terry praised the Collabora-
tive’s Farm2Market subscription 
produce program as a model that 
should be emulated throughout the 
country. “There are many urban 
neighborhoods where it’s easier to 
find a gun than a fresh apple,” he 

Richard Bangert

Guests enjoy lunch at this year’s “Urban Farm Table.” Alameda Point Collaborative 
hosts the annual fundraiser in its gardens. 

APC Hosts Luncheon 
Down on the Farm

PUB Considers Solar 
Subscription Program

“People do like 
to know that 
they’re buying 
green power. 
That they’re 
contributing to 
cleaning up the 
environment.”

— AMP General Manager, 
Glenn Stieger

Board that governs power company 
aims to provide solar energy to all
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Nationally known 
author and sus-
tainable food 
activist Bryant 
Terry gave the  
keynote address. 

Retirement Community 
Celebrates Grand Opening 
New facility opens on West End’s northern waterfront 

Courtesy photo

Mayor Trish Spencer joined the Ambassadors from the Chamber of 
Commerce to cut the ribbon at the grand opening of the luxury retirement 
community at Oakmont of Mariner Point on May 15. Located at 2400 

Mariner Square Dr., Oakmont of Mariner Point features 33 assisted living apart-
ments and 19 memory care apartments. The community, which is located near 
the Oakmont of Cardinal Point community for active seniors, boasts views of the 
Alameda waterfront and Oakland’s Jack London Square. Units are still available 
for move-in. To learn more, call 344-6302.

said. Terry is the author of the crit-
ically-acclaimed Vegan Soul Kitchen: 
Fresh, Healthy, and Creative African-
American Cuisine.

Terry wrapped up his engag-
ing talk about food and culture by 
preparing a simple veggie dish over 
a gas burner. While he was chop-
ping and stirring, he offered a tip 
for anyone expecting dinner guests. 
He said no matter what you’re serv-
ing, throw some olive oil and garlic 
into a hot skillet before the guests 
arrive to get that aroma into the 
air. “They’ll compliment you every 
time, even if all you are serving is 
dessert.”

A cadre of snappily dressed serv-
ers delivered a two-course meal. 
The tricolored beet salad with pis-
tachios, spring greens and radishes 
was topped with a roasted apricot 
and Point Reyes bleu cheese vinai-
grette and accompanied by a slice of 
Rosemary focaccia.

The gourmet menu was cre-
ated and supervised by Jeff Rosen, 
executive chef at Oakland’s Blue 
Heron Catering. All of the pro-
duce was grown at APC’s farm. Joe 
Pucci Seafood provided the local 
salmon. The featured beverages 
came from Rock Wall Wine Compa-
ny, St. George Spirits and Petitpot.

As each pan-roasted salmon 
entre was assembled, chef Rosen 
personally inspected each plate 
and spooned on the Tuscan salsa 
verde before it was hustled off to 
the table. The nine vegetarians 
enjoyed the chef’s fresh pea and 
green garlic cakes with shaved 
fennel.

Awards were handed out to vol-
unteers and supporters from the 
Haas School of Business, Buena 
Vista United Methodist Church, 
Bay Farm Elementary School and 
Alain Pinel Realtors.

The event was sponsored by  
Alameda Point Partners, Pen-
umbra, SanMan Productions, VF 
Outdoor and Assemblyman Rob 
Bonta.

Visit Richard Bangert’s Alameda 
Point Environmental Report blog for 
more stories and photography about 
Alameda Point.

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

Veterans Meet, Host Memorial 
Day Service

Vietnam Veterans of America. 
Chapter 400, meet this evening, 
Thursday, May 21 at 6:30 p.m. 
at Alameda Veterans Memorial 
Building, 2203 Central Ave. Chap-
ter 400 will host Alameda’s Me-
morial Day services next Monday, 
May 25, at Veterans Memorial 
Park at the intersection of Doo-
little and Island drives. 

Mayor Trish Spencer will wel-
come those in attendance at 11 a.m. 
Captain Edward “Ward” Sandlin, 
Eleventh Coast Guard District Chief 
of Incident Management, will deliv-
er the keynote address. LCDR David 
Stroud, USN, will serve as chaplain. 

The ceremony will last ap-
proximately one hour. 

Vote for Your Favorite  
Local Women Artists

Applications are now being ac-
cepted for the Alameda Women 
Artists (AWA) 2015 Annual Art 
Awards.

The AWA organization is offer-
ing art awards to two female art-
ists in Alameda — one to an adult 
artist and the other to a student 
artist. Each winner will be award-
ed this year’s endowment of $250 
and their award-winning artwork 
will be exhibited at the AWA Alam-
eda Museum Show to be held in 
October.

Ekene Ikeme
An Alameda man was detained 

for psychiatric evaluation after a 
standoff with Alameda police that 
lasted several hours and led to 
home evacuations Sunday, May 17.

Alameda police officers were 
dispatched to the 1300 block of 
Park Avenue after the detainee’s 
family members called police 
because the man appeared dis-
traught. According to a police 
report, family members believed 
the resident had consumed sev-
eral prescription pills after get-
ting into an argument with an 
unknown person. He later locked 
himself in his truck, which was 
parked in the driveway on the 
side of the residence. 

When police arrived they found 
the man barricaded in his truck and 
decided to evacuate the respon-
dents from the detainee’s home. Be-
cause the driveway is connected to 

two houses, the officers also evacu-
ated the neighboring home.

“It was prudent to get them out 
of the home,” said Alameda Police 
Department Lt. Jill Ottaviano.

The officers evacuated five peo-
ple in all from the two homes. Offi-
cers would not say how many people 
from which homes. After the homes 
were evacuated, officers began to 
talk the man out of his vehicle. 

“One officer began to talk to 
him,” said Ottaviano. “Then a sec-
ond officer came and took over.”

After a conversation that lasted 
several hours, officers were ulti-
mately able to talk the man out of 
his vehicle shortly after 9 p.m. Resi-
dents were then cleared to re-enter 
their homes.

Officers stated that the man did 
not have any weapon in his posses-
sion. He was taken to a hospital for 
a 72-hour evaluation, police said. 
No criminal charges were filed. 

Police Standoff Leads to 
Park Ave. Evacuations
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