
Good to the Last Drop
More details on Alameda’s water

Eric J. Kos
The City on Water

In a continuing effort to discuss 
water supply and demand in the 
City of Alameda, Liz Acord, manage-
ment analyst with the Public Works 
Department answered more ques-
tions regarding water use here.  

According to actual figures of 
water use between March and De-
cember 2014, the city reduced its 
overall usage by 29 percent com-
pared to the same period in 2013. 
This amounts to an overall savings 
of 120,564,277 gallons between 2013 
and 2014.

In reference to questions about 
future infrastructure for recycled 
water, Acord pointed to the city’s 
Ordinance 2876 and AMC section 
30-57 which require any new de-
velopment applications to incorpo-
rate recycled water infrastructure 
where applicable. 

“Bayport and Alameda Land-
ing both have irrigation systems in 
place to use recycled water,” stated 
Acord. “Any new development at 
Alameda Point will also be designed 
to use recycled water.”

The Sun also asked the tough 
development question: how do 
we provide water for new resi-
dents of Alameda as housing and 
population increase? (See letter 
to the editor “New Residents Will 
Need Water, Too” on this week’s 
page 8). The city relies on the 
East Bay Municipal Utility District 
(EBMUD) which supplies the city 
of Alameda with its water for this  
consideration.

“Per EBMUD, new development 
is accounted for because it is in the 
existing service territory,” stated 
Acord. “EBMUD planning addresses 
all needs in the service territory, in-
cluding future needs. It would be a 
different matter if Alameda was pro-
posing to extend the service terri-
tory for new development.”

That being said, new develop-
ments will need to prove their com-
mitment to conservation. As Acord 
understands it, EBMUD will not 
turn on new meters unless the ap-
propriate household and landscape 
efficiency requirements have been 
met — without doing so, new devel-
opment would not be connected.

When it comes to residents 
and businesses conserving here 
in town, the city wants them to 
comply with EBMUD’s emergency 
drought restrictions and report 
water waste to www.ebmud.com/  
report-water-waste. Residents can 
learn water saving tips at Cali-
fornia’s Save Our Water website, 
http://saveourwater.com. 

Changes in taste and smell  
of tap water here to stay
Last week, EBMUD announced 

changes to its water supplies which 
will affect the taste and smell of tap 
water until the drought ends.

According to the press release, in 
order to preserve as much cold water 
deep in Pardee reservoir as possible,  
EBMUD must switch to a higher in-

take valve. The cold water must be 
stored all summer and released down-
stream in the fall, per state and federal 
requirements, to improve river condi-
tions for returning salmon. The valve 
change was scheduled to take place 
last Sunday, May 10. 

“Our water this year may taste 
and smell different than what we 
are used to. It’s not ideal. But the 
alternatives are much worse,” said 
EBMUD General Manager Alexan-
der R. Coate. “We will put the Moke-
lumne River ecosystem at risk later 
this year if we don’t take water from 
a higher valve at the Pardee Dam.”

Water nearer the surface of a 
reservoir is warmer, more sunlit 
and often contains more algae than 
water deeper in the reservoir. Wa-
ter from higher in the reservoir has 
started flowing to two-thirds of East 
Bay taps this week.

To improve the taste and smell 
of tap water, EBMUD recommends 
customers chill the water or run 
it through a carbon filter before 
drinking. All tap water EBMUD de-
livers to customers meets or ex-
ceeds all state and federal public 
health standards. The most recent 
annual water quality report can be 
viewed at www.ebmud.com/wqr.

Planned capital improvements 
are in progress at some treatment 
plants. “But we can’t build more 
treatment fast enough to make a dif-
ference to the taste and smell cus-
tomers will experience this year,” 
said Coate.

Residential customers with ques-
tions or concerns should contact 
EBMUD. Industrial and commercial 
customers should contact EBMUD 
for additional information relevant 
to their industrial processes. Immu-
no-compromised persons should 
consult their health care provider 
for advice about drinking water.

EBMUD buying supply
Last month EBMUD began fill-

ing San Pablo and Upper San Le-
andro reservoirs with a two-month 
supply of Sacramento River water 
purchased through a federal con-
tract. The district is negotiating 
with multiple water sellers for an 
additional two-month supply of 
water also to be drawn from the 
Sacramento River. That water will 
be pumped into local reservoirs 
for several months. About one-
third of EBMUD’s customers have 
already begun receiving water 
from this drought supply.

“This water comes at a signifi-
cantly higher cost for EBMUD than 
our normal water supplies, but 
purchasing this water is necessary 
to protect our customers and our 
local economy,” said Coate. “We 
would have to take drastic mea-
sures like banning outdoor water 
use across the entire service area 
all summer if we don’t draw water 
from the Sacramento River this 
year. Those alternatives are even 
tougher to swallow.”

Contact Eric J. Kos at ekos@ 
alamedasun.com.
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Correction
The Alameda Sun incorrectly 

reported that the Alameda Police 
Department arrested James Hearn 
(“Police Perform Local Prostitution 
Sting,” May 7). The arrestee was 
John Brian Hearn, who is in no way 
related to James Hearn. 

Richard Bangert
More than 24 new residential 

and commercial buildings are pro-
posed for construction at the 68-
acre Site A project at Alameda Point, 
which was approved unanimously 
by the Planning Board Monday. All 
the buildings will be solar ready. But 
according to Joe Ernst, the project 
leader for Alameda Point Partners, 
there is no guarantee there will ever 
be any solar panels on the rooftops.

Ernst blames the currently un-
derfunded rebate incentive system 
and a lack of financing vehicles with 
tax incentives, which can leave de-
velopers having to absorb the full 
cost of the photovoltaic solar pan-
els. He said it could take anywhere 
from seven to 10 years to offset the 
cost of the solar panels through 
power savings if his company had 
to fund them out of pocket.

The solar panel rebate programs 
offered by the state of California 
and Alameda Municipal Power lag 
far behind the ambitious goals 
recently launched by Gov. Jerry 
Brown. Brown’s executive order on 
greenhouse gas reduction, issued 
on April 29, followed through on 
goals that he outlined a few months 
earlier in his inaugural address. 

“I envision a wide range of ini-
tiatives: more distributed power, 
expanded rooftop solar, micro-

grids, an energy imbalance market, 
battery storage, the full integration 
of information technology and elec-
trical distribution and millions of 
electric and low-carbon vehicles,” 
Brown said in his speech.

But at Alameda Point, the incon-
sistency between the governor’s 
goals and the programs to imple-
ment them stand in stark contrast. 
The proposed 68-acre Site A proj-
ect next to the Seaplane Lagoon is 
left wanting for solar panels. But a 
few feet away at Hangar 41, Wright-
speed is preparing to manufacture 
fuel-efficient electric powertrains 
for trucks with the aid of $5.8 mil-
lion in grant funding from the Cali-
fornia Energy Commission.

In order to limit the onsite pro-
duction of power, which cuts into a 
power company’s bottom line, rate 
structures for buying and selling 
power from rooftop solar produc-
ers can be skewed in favor of power 
companies. This, in turn, can effect 
decisions on investing in rooftop 
solar. One of the hurdles is right 
here in Alameda.

Alameda’s Public Utilities Board 
recently held a workshop on rate 
structure alternatives known as Net 
Energy Metering (NEM) and Feed in 
Tariff (FIT) but held off on making 
any decision. Rooftop solar propo-
nents favor an expansion of NEM.

A nonprofit in Palo Alto overcame 
obstacles to installing rooftop solar 
with a combination of independent 
financing and various incentives. In 
early 2014, the Oshman Family Jew-
ish Community Center completed a 
rooftop solar project on its campus 
financed through a power purchase 
agreement and took advantage of 
available incentives. It required no 
capital costs to the center. 

The company that packaged 
the deal, THiNKnrg, owns the solar 
panels. It will deliver electricity at 
4 cents a kilowatt, half the current 
energy rate, saving the center an 
estimated $1.5 million over the 20-
year contract. The deal covers 12 
buildings with 1,840 solar panels, 
which generate .5 megawatts of 
power, it is Palo Alto’s second larg-
est rooftop solar system.

The rooftops at Alameda’s Site 
A project will be designed to accept 
the weight of solar panels. Con-
duits, pathways, switchgear and 
metering will be designed into the 
buildings. Although this new con-
struction project is a prime candi-
date to turn on the lights with solar 
on the first day, it’s unlikely without 
the support of state incentives and 
Alameda Municipal Power.

Richard Bangert hosts the online 
blog Alameda Point Environmental 
Report.

Dennis Evanosky
A senior from Saint Joseph 

Notre Dame High School (SJND) 
will have his photograph grace the 
halls of Congress. Each spring, the 
Alexandria, Va.-based non-profit 
Congressional Institute sponsors 
“Congressional Arts Competition, 
An Artistic Discovery,” a nation-
wide high-school visual-art com-
petition. The institute works with 
Congress to recognize and encour-
age artistic talent in each congres-
sional district. 

Students compete across the 
county for the honor of having their 
artwork hang for a year in the heav-
ily traveled corridor that connects 
the Canon House Office Building 
with the U. S. Capitol. 

Submissions range from draw-
ings in colored pencil, pencil, ink, 
marker, pastels and charcoal; two-
dimensional collages; prints that 
include lithographs, silkscreen and 
block prints; mixed media that use 
more than two media such as pen-
cil and ink or watercolor and pas-
tels; computer-generated art and 
photographs.

This year more than 80 East Bay 

City of Alameda 

Roofs on new buildings planned for Alameda Point will be able to handle solar pan-
els. It remains unclear whether the panels will be installed.

Rooftop Solar Panels 
Uncertain at Point

SJND Senior Wins Congressional Arts Award

Dennis Evanosky

Saint Joseph Notre Dame High School principal Simon Chiu and senior Taylor 
Griffith flank Congresswoman Barbara Lee. Lee visited the high school to present 
Griffith with a Congressional award for his artwork. 

students competed for the honor of 
representing the 13th Congressio-
nal District.

Last week, Congresswoman Bar-
bara Lee visited St. Joseph Notre 
Dame High School to make the sur-
prise announcement that a panel 
of artists selected senior Taylor 
Griffith’s artwork, a photograph 
entitled “Oakland in My Dreams” as 
the 13th District’s winner.

“This competition is extremely 
important because it highlights the 
talents of so many young artists 
throughout the East Bay,” said Lee. 
“I congratulate Taylor Griffith on 
being this year’s winner and I send 

my warmest regards to all the stu-
dents who participated.”

“We’re excited that Taylor is 
being recognized for his talents as 
a photographer and artist. SJND 
has always participated in the 
Congressional art contest each 
year, and we’re happy to welcome 
Congresswoman Lee to our cam-
pus in Alameda,” said Principal 
Simon Chiu. “Taylor’s work is a 
product of his God-given talents, 
the support of his art teachers 
here at SJND and the wonderful 
support of his family.”

Griffith also works as an intern 
at the Alameda Sun.

Park Street Bridge Closures

Ekene Ikeme
The city of Alameda has set-

tled a lawsuit that accused one of 
its officers of excessive physical 
force stemming from an arrest of 
a disabled Alameda resident in 
2012. 

Attorneys Panos Langos and 
Susan Kang Gordon announced in 
a press release that their client Jef-
fery Navarro settled his civil rights 
case against the City and Sgt. Pat-
rick Wyeth of the Alameda Police 
Department for $450,000. 

Navarro, a diagnosed schizo-
phrenic, was stopped by police 
on July 27, 2012, after he was sus-
pected of stealing a phone charger 
from a Verizon Wireless store at 
the Bridgeside Shopping Center. 

During the confrontation, Wy-
eth demanded Navarro stop, but 
the plaintiff did not, instead he 
rode off on a bicycle to a blocked 
alley a 15-minute video of the in-
cident taken by the chest camera 
Wyeth was wearing shows. 

Once in the alley, Wyeth exited 
his vehicle and again instructed 
Navarro to get “on your stomach.” 
Before Navarro could comply, Wy-
eth struck Navarro with his baton 
knocking him to the ground. 

Navarro was hit several times 
and suffered multiple injuries, in-
cluding left-arm and right-wrist 
fractures, as a result. His attorney 
said he had to stay at a rehabili-

tation facility for four months to 
recover from his injuries, accord-
ing to the release. No stolen items 
were found and the charges were 
dropped. 

The city denied any fault or li-
ability in the case defending Wy-
eth’s actions by stating he acted 
reasonably and lawfully when he 
detained and arrested Navarro, ac-
cording to a press release from In-
terim Assistant City Manager Amy 
Wooldridge. She went on to say 
the city conducted an internal re-
view of the incident but found no 
wrongdoing on Wyeth’s part, and 
his actions were consistent with 
the police department’s training 
and policy.

“The officer identified Navarro 
as matching the suspect’s descrip-
tion as given by a local store em-
ployee’s report of a theft,” she 
stated. “The officer gave chase 
and Navarro failed to heed the of-
ficer’s repeated verbal warnings to 

City Settles Lawsuit for 
Cop’s Excessive Force

Sun Staff Reports
The Park Street Bridge remains 

completely closed to pedestrians, 
bicycle and motor vehicles from 
8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m., Sunday through 
Thursday until Thursday, Aug. 13. 
A detour will rout vehicles over the 
Fruitvale Bridge.

The closures will also affect vessel 
traffic on the estuary; large vessels 

that need both the bridge’s leaves 
open will be required to provide at 
least two hours’ advance notice.

The 80-year-old bridge handles 
more than 38,000 vehicle trips per 
day. It received a $5.6 million up-
grade in 1998 and a seismic retrofit 
in 2009. Project updates are avail-
able on the Alameda County Public 
Works Agency’s website.
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