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TODAY IS

EAT WHAT YOU WANT 
 DAY

Dennis Evanosky
Dr. Candelaria Greene provides 

diagnostic educational evaluations, 
remediation and support for those 
with learning and academic dif-
ficulties in Alameda. She has the 
experience and tools to research a 
condition that specialists identify as 
Pediatric Acute- onset Neuropsychi-
atric Syndrome (PANS). The disor-
der brings on obsessive-compulsive 
disorders and involuntary, purpose-
less movements, called tics.

Greene takes PANS personally. 
Her son struggled with its symp-
toms for years before he was ac-
curately diagnosed. Providers gen-
erally viewed and treated PANS’ 
symptoms as separate from one 
another, instead of related to one 
another.  

“For me, the scariest part of this 
condition was seeing my son re-
gress at a time when I knew that he 
should have been advancing, and 
hearing specialist after specialist 
say that there was nothing wrong, 
or that I merely needed to apply 
firmer disciplinary techniques at 
home.” Often, Greene and her son 
would leave a doctor’s office feeling 
that they had somehow stepped 
into a bizarre 1950s’ Twilight Zone 
episode, where physicians likened 
her son’s condition to ulcers, some-
thing caused by nothing more than 
excessive worry.

By the time her son began suf-
fering with PANS, Greene had spent 
more than 30 years caring for spe-
cial education students. As she 

researched the malady, she spoke 
with others with children in the 
same dilemma. PANS embodies 
phenomena that few in education, 
or even special education, are used 
to seeing. Greene realized that few 
schools, indeed few physicians, 
were familiar with PANS, so she de-
cided to write a book. 

“My aim in writing PANS CANS 
and Automobiles was to provide 
information to caregivers, educa-
tors and providers (including phy-
sicians and psychologists) about 
this condition,” she said. The book 
offers not only information about 
PANS’ symptoms, but a practical 
roadmap on how parents and pro-
viders can take steps to obtain help 

for students within the school sys-
tem. This book focuses on PANS, 
but is applicable to any student 
receiving services from Individu-
alized Education Programs (IEPs) 
and 504 plans.  

Greene said that she hopes that 
those taking up her book would 
recognize symptoms of PANS and 
refer youngsters to experts who 
could either rule out this condition 
or provide early and prompt treat-
ment. “For most of the children, 
this could very well change the tra-
jectory of their lives,” she said. 

Greene’s hard work paid off. 
Her son received a correct medi-
cal diagnosis and treatment. He 
has made a remarkable comeback, 
she said. “He is now in college and 
doing much better. She continues 
to discover his true, authentic self 
— a wonderful young man who was 
thwarted for far too long by PANS.

Book Breaks Ground in Special Ways

Courtesy photos

Dr. Candelaria Greene 
(above) authored a new 
book (right) on PANS, a 
condition affecting children 
that is just now starting to 
be better understood. 
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Photo & Story by Mike Lano
Television news consumer 

affairs guru Michael Finney visited 
South Shore Shopping Center for 
three hours last Friday afternoon, 
occasionally broadcasting live. 
Finney is well known for his “Ask 
Michael Finney” portion of the 
Channel 7 news.

Finney has visited various cit-
ies around the Bay for Channel 
7 News including San Francisco, 
Walnut Creek and San Jose every 
few months on Friday nights to 
help residents address consumer 
problems, ripoffs and issues.  

“I really love Alameda and have 
for many years,” said Finney. “Of 
course I was so honored to be 
Grand Marshall for your July 4th 
Parade a few years back, which 
is the best parade around. That 
was one great thrill for me and my 
family! So it was a natural picking 
Alameda as soon as we could.”

Cold, windy weather didn’t dis-
courage Alamedans from joining 

the event, near Panera and MOD 
Pizza. About every 18 minutes, 
Finney broadcasted live resolving 
nearly every question Alamedans 
asked him. 

“We’ve seen a great variety of 
folks here — from current and for-
mer teachers and school princi-
pals, city leaders, employees from 
businesses on Webster and Park 
streets, as well as folks from Bay 
Farm,” said Finney. “A really great 
mix of people and questions.”

Anyone who appeared on one of 
Finney’s live remotes got a special 
ABC shopping bag with Finney’s 
Friday Free Stuff items inside, 
including Pinot’s Pallette gift cards 
for a free wine and painting evening 
for two. 

Finney has been helping Bay 
Area consumers for more than 26 
years. Besides giving away treats 
Fridays during the 5 p.m. news 
hour, he also hosts his award-
winning consumer affairs radio 
show on KGO radio Saturday after-

Well-Known Consumer Advocate 
Hosts Televised Event in Town

Channel 7 consumer affairs reporter Michael Finney interviewed Alamedans Athena 
and Gary Sjoberg at a three-hour event at South Shore Center last Friday.

noons. KGO Television is owned 
by ABC and Disney while Cumulus 
Broadcasting owns the unrelated 
KGO radio.

“Michael Finney is a Bay Area 
treasure. We’re so fortunate he 
helps people with health, job, insur-
ance, automobile questions, prob-
lems and issues.” said one member 
of Bay Farm’s Poche family dur-
ing the event. “You name it, and 
Michael Finney’s helped people 
avoid getting screwed. When com-
panies hear he’s gotten involved, 
they’re quick to pay back owed 
money to consumers for example. 
It’s sad that it takes ‘shaming’ but 
Michael makes it happen.”

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

Garden Tour  
Supports Animal Shelter
Succulent dish gardens were 

among the plants sold during the 
Alameda Support Foundation’s 
May 6 fundraiser for the animals 
at the Alameda Animal Shelter. 
Plant lovers visited 14 showplace 
gardens in Alameda and Bay Farm 
during the “Living Color” garden 
tour. 

As a result of ticket and plant 
sales, plus its own donation, the 
Alameda Support Foundation will 
be donating some $5,000 to the 
Friends of the Alameda Animal Sh-
eter to help the shelter carry on its 
mission of rescuing animals.

City Announces Budget 
Challenge

The City of Alameda announced 
the launch of the Alameda Budget 
Challenge this week. The interac-
tive online tool allows Alamedans 
an opportunity to designate how 
their priorities should be reflected 
in a hypothetical budget. As in past 
years, this year’s Budget Challenge 
will allow users to experience 

firsthand the difficult choices in 
developing a responsible balanced 
budget with a variety of service 
priorities in mind.      

“Alameda prides itself on being 
a safe, well-maintained community 
where people can raise their fami-
lies. Our city seeks to maintain our 
financial stability and quality of 
life services for our residents-- no 
matter what happens with fed-
eral policies that potentially affect 
Alameda and other California 
cities,” said City Manager Jill 
Keimach. “The Alameda Budget 
Challenge allows our public to 
experience what our City Council 
will be addressing in this year’s 
budget-adoption process. How can 
we maintain the services our resi-
dents expect and deserve, while 
ensuring our city is financially 
stable for years to come?”

All residents are encouraged to 
participate in this innovative exer-
cise. The public’s input and Budget 
Challenge results will be provided 
to the City Council in June and 
posted on the City’s website.

To access the Alameda Budget 
Challenge, visit: www.alameda. 
budgetchallenge.org.   

Shipways Latest 
Project on Tap

Council Tinkers with 
Rentals Ordinance

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda Planning Board 

held a public hearing on the pro-
posed Alameda Shipways Resi-
dential Project along the Oakland 
Estuary at its April 24 meeting.

The project will be located be-
tween 1100 and 
1250 Marina Vil-
lage Parkway. The 
structure would 
be four stories at 
55 feet high and 
450 feet long. It 
would occupy 8.1 
acres of land.

The project 
would include 
292 new apart-
ments — 40 of which will offer 
affordable housing — and a large 
parking structure that would hold 
489 parking spaces (there will be 
eight more outdoor parking spac-
es). It would also include a park, a 
dock for a kayak launch and water 
taxi service and a courtyard with 
a swimming pool.

Assistant Community Devel-
opment Director Andrew Thomas 
began by informing the audience 
that the Planning Board would not 
to take any action at the meeting. 
The purpose for the hearing was 
to allow residents to comment 
on the scope of the project’s En-
vironmental Impact Report (EIR). 
Thomas believes traffic will be the 
most talked about subject in the 
draft EIR.

“Traffic is the single biggest 
issue this community wants to 
know about,” said Thomas. 

Thomas said the draft EIR will 
study four issues involving traf-
fic. There will be a vehicles miles 
traveled analysis to learn about 
emissions levels due to an as-
sumed increase in traffic. A level 
of service analysis to look at how 
many cycles it takes on average 
to get through an intersection. 
A travel time analysis (Thomas 
said staff will particularly look at 

travel time on Park and Webster 
streets). Finally, staff will study 
the relationship between traffic 
and safety and whether emer-
gency vehicle service would be 
impacted by traffic. 

Public speakers were enthusi-
astic about the 
potential of new 
housing.

“Young people 
are desperate for 
housing,” said 
Angela Hock-
about. “We need 
to get more low-
income housing.”

H o w e v e r , 
some were wary 

of the potential of moving out 
jobs for the ability to create more 
housing.

“Taking away commercial en-
terprises, taking away jobs to 
build more houses,” said Nancy 
Hird. “Eventually we’re going to 
be a bedroom community for Oak-
land.”

The site is a former shipbuild-
ing facility. Currently, it holds of-
fice and warehouse space. Inman.
com and Microsystems has of-
fices on the site. However, several 
structures have extensive crack-
ing and spalling to the deck, ex-
terior walls, and exterior support 
columns, according to reports. 

Once the draft EIR is complete, 
the board will hold another hear-
ing. After the final EIR is complete 
the board will hold another pub-
lic hearing. Thomas said staff and 
San Clemente-development agen-
cy the Cavallari Group Inc., will 
simultaneously revise minor de-
sign plans. Thomas hopes to hold 
a public workshop in June to hear 
about the design revisions.  

The Cavallari Group Inc. sub-
mitted an application to the City 
for the Development Plan on 
March 15.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at 
eikeme@alamedasun.com.

Dennis Evanosky 
A contentious 2016 election sea-

son pitted Alameda landlords against 
tenants. A major premise in the 
heated contest concerned tenants’ 
rights surrounding evictions. Renters, 
business owners and homeowners 
teamed up to form Alameda Renters 
Coalition (ARC). The group sought to 
write tenants’ rights into law as a City 
Charter amendment and put Measure 
M1 on the ballot. To give voters an al-
ternative to ARC’s measure, the City 
put its “Rent Review, Rent Stabiliza-
tion and Limitations on Evictions Or-
dinance — Ordinance 3148 for short 
— on the ballot as Measure L1. 

The voters chose Measure L1. 
City Council is now working to 
amend what the voters approved. 
Councilmembers began discussing 
revisions at their May 2 meeting. 
The matter will again come be-
fore the City Council on Tuesday, 
May 16. Eleven pages of suggested 
tweaks and changes to the ordi-
nance are part of the package for 
the upcoming meeting. 

In many instances, the Council 
aims to simply clarify Ordinance 
3148’s language. For example changes 
would include new or revised defini-
tions of terms like housing services, 
housing unit, a single-family dwelling, 
condominium, tenancy and tenant. 

Another modification involves 
changing a section heading to con-
form to other items in the ordinance. 
One instance gives the landlords 
seven days to provide a “notice of 
intent.” Elsewhere in the ordinance 
the landlords are given the correct 
15 days. The change will have all 
time frames uniform and correct. 

One proposed change raised 
eyebrows at the May 2 meeting, 
when the City Council began dis-
cussing whether the ordinance 
should require landlords to pay re-
location fees when tenants vacate 
as a result of natural disasters or 
fires not caused by landlords. The 
discussion at the meeting suggested 
that landlords pay relocation fees 
to tenants who lose roofs over their 
heads as the result of earthquakes. 

The suggested revisions in the May 
16 packet implies that landlords 
would have no problem paying 
these fees because earthquake in-
surance would cover them. 

Marie Kane wrote the Alameda 
Sun a letter, pointing out to the City 
Council that “relocation fees are 
not covered by any insurance.” 

Kane goes on to write, “Even if 
the property has costly earthquake 
insurance, which most do not, all 
insurance policies have a large de-
ductible and most landlords will 
simply not have the money (to pay 
relocation fees). Don’t forget the 
owners will have a vast expense to 
just repair the building.”

The document in the meeting 
packet assures landlords that City 
Council has made no decision on the 
matter. The matter “requires further 
analysis due to state law provisions 
that may bear on the issue,” the doc-
ument states. “Staff will address (the 
matter) when additional relocation 
issues are returned to City Council 
for further consideration.”

“Young people 
are desperate 
for housing. We 
need to get more 
low-income  
housing.”

— Angela Hockabout. 

City of Alameda

Nearly 300 apartments feature prominently in another 
north shore project planned for Marina Village.


