
Vol. 15 b No. 28 
May 5, 2016

Alameda Sun 
is a publication of  

Stellar Media Group, Inc. 
3215J Encinal Ave. 
Alameda, CA 94501

News: (510) 263-1470
Ads: (510) 263-1471
Fax: (510) 263-1473

CONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS  .  .  .  . 2
OPINION  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4
BIKE TO WORK DAY   .  . 6
SPORTS   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8
PUZZLES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9
CLASSIFIED   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10
EVENT CALENDAR  .  .  . 11
MOTHER’S DAY .  .  .  .  .  . 14

HOMETOWN
Fire Wire   
page 2

Police Blotter  
page 3

All the doings  
of Island safety 
& law personnel

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 06:45 19:37
April 8 06:44 19:38
April 9 06:43 19:39
April 10 06:41 19:40
April 11 06:40 19:41
April 12 06:38 19:42
April 13 06:37 19:43

Alameda Sun

JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko

Locally Owned, Community Oriented

Save money, save gas, save 
yourself, save the planet. 

BIKE TO WORK DAY 
Special Feature     Page 6

MOTHER’S DAY 
Special Feature   Page 14
A particularly musical tribute 
to moms this Mother’s Day.

Fans rally against move at team 
headquarters on Bay Farm.

SPORTS
Raiders Nation      Page 8

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
And Sudoku        Page 9

Visit us Online at 
www.                      .com

Like or Friend us
on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter 
at Alameda_Sun

IT’S WILDFIRE 
AWARENESS 

WEEK!

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

Posey Tube Closed for 
Maintenance and Servicing

The California Department 
of Transportation (Caltrans) 
announced recently that it will 
close the Posey Tube for mainte-
nance and servicing from Alameda 
into Oakland on Thursdays through 
August of this year, from 10 p.m. to 
5 a.m. the following morning.

The pedestrian walkway will 
also be closed seven days a week, 
24 hours a day. Baystar Shuttle 
Service is available for pedestrians 
traversing the tube by calling 401-
4657. Detours will be in place.

Motorists are advised to expect 
delays and encouraged to take 
alternate routes if necessary and 
also that traffic fines are doubled in 
construction zones. 

Questions or information about 
the tube closures should be direct-
ed to Marcus Wagner, Caltrans, 
Tunnels and Tubes, at 622-8758.

Elks to Honor SJND Champs
At the Alameda Elks Lodge No. 

1015 monthly facility breakfast 
Sunday, May 8, the Elks will honor 
the state champion Pilots’ basketball 
team from St. Joseph Notre Dame 
High School (SJND). The Pilots took 
the Division V title for the sixth time 
in school history on March 24 (“SJND 
Pilots Take State Championship 
Title” March 31).

The Elks will also honor cham-
pion SJND basketball coach Don 
Lippi who led the Pilots to his 800th 
career win this season. According 
to local sources, Lippi is one of just 
four coaches in California history 
to record that many victories.

Imelda Esther Merlin, 98, passed 
away March 27, 2016, at her home 
in Alameda.

She was born Aug. 6, 1917, near 
Hinton, Ia., the daughter of Albert 
and Emma (Helmke) Binneboese. 
Growing up on a farm 
near Hinton, Imelda 
graduated from 
Sioux City Central 
High School in 1935. 
After high school, 
she graduated from 
Valparaiso University, 
Valparaiso, Ind. in 
1943. In 1951, Imelda 
married Captain Paul 
R. Merlin, Jr. USN. He 
passed away on board a ship on 
Jan. 12, 1961. He was based in 
Japan.

Upon his death, and after finish-
ing the year teaching servicemen’s 
children for 11 years in Japan, 
she returned to California. She 
settled in her home in Alameda, 
and continued her education. She 
received her Master’s Degree from 
UC Berkeley in 1964. Her teach-
ing career continued in schools 
in the area. Her thesis was pub-
lished in 1977 as a book Alameda, a 
Geographical History, by Friends of 
the Alameda Free Library, Alameda. 
It has been reprinted several times.

She was an active member in 
her community, participating in 
chorus groups, volunteering for 
the Alameda Food Bank, and other 
charitable functions. Imelda loved 
to travel to other countries where 

she participated in “learning tours” 
to understand the history of the 
region.  She also kept fit by walking 
most days, or using exercise equip-
ment. She believed in conserving 
and protecting the resources of our 

earth.
P r e c e d i n g 

Imelda in death 
were her par-
ents, husband, 
three sisters: 
Eldora McEntaffer, 
Norma Maxine, 
Lucile Reiman; 
and two broth-
ers: Donald and 
Eugene Binneboese. 

Survivors include numerous nieces 
and nephews and their families. 
She will be greatly missed by her 
family and numerous friends.

A memorial service will be held 
on Friday, May 13, at 2 p.m. at the 
Home of Truth, 1300 Grand St., 
Alameda. Interment will take place 
at Trinity Lutheran Church in rural 
Hinton on a later date.

Greer Family Mortuary and 
Cremation Services  FD-1408

greermortuary.com   865-3755

Editor’s note: Merlin’s the-
sis paper and book Alameda: A 
Geographical History provided an 
incredibly important document to 
Alameda historians that we refer to 
on a regular basis. Her contribution 
to local history cannot be underesti-
mated in our opinion.

Imelda Esther Merlin
Aug. 6, 1917 – March 27, 2016

Resident of Alameda

Local Deaths
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Daniel Neivers
Rhythmix Cultural Works will 

welcome audiences to explore and 
celebrate the confluence of these 
ingredients with a free public art 
event combining dance, music, sto-
rytelling and visual art presented 
by more than two dozen artists.

The Island City Waterways is an 
event that will highlight the city’s 
connections to the water from the 
time of the Ohlone people to the 
completion of the tidal canal be-
tween Oakland and Alameda that 
created the Island City.

The 90-minute walking art tour 
will take place May 21 and 22. It will 
cover a half-mile route between the 
Fruitvale and Park Street bridges. 
It will offer plenty of opportunities 
for public participation, from sing-

ing along to chalk drawing. The 
centerpiece of the event will be per-
formances by 10 dancers, directed 
by award-winning choreographer 
Kim Epifano of San Francisco’s 
Epiphany Productions. 

Known for her innovative site-
specific choreography, she’s be-
come a master at pulling off per-
formances outside a theater’s cozy 
confines. Her San Francisco Trolley 
Dances, now in its 13th year, take 
place on and around public trans-
portation in San Francisco.

“The unexpected moments 
that happen when performing in 
a public space can contribute to 
some of the greatest choreogra-
phy,” said Epifano.

Epifano is a recipient of nu-
merous awards and grants from 

the National Endowment for the 
Arts, Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts, the ARC Residency and the 
Isadora Duncan Dance Awards, 
among others. She has traveled 
the globe seeking inspiration and 
presenting work.

“There are places in your own 
city that feel like another world,” 
she says. Calling Alameda special 
to her, Epifano says she hopes Is-
land City Waterways will draw at-
tention to the city’s uniqueness and 
help promote the protection of its 
waterways.

Other artists participating in 
the project include painter and 

The Rhythmix Beat

Bay Area Choreographer Finding 
Inspiration in Alameda’s Waterways

Courtesy photo

Dancers rehearse for Island City Waterways, a free public art project cho-
reographed by Kim Epifano, inside the theater at Rhythmix Cultural Works. 
Performances take place May 20 to 22 at four stops along the Waterfront Trail.

Volunteers Help Terns

Prostitution Bust  
Nets Eleven
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Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Police 

Department (APD) is seeking the 
public’s help in identifying the 
two men pictured here. They are 
suspected of grand theft (auto). 

The driver is a white or 
Hispanic male, who police believe 
to be 27 or 28 years old. He stands 
about six feet tall with a medium 
build with a thin mustache. He 

was wearing a black Oakland A’s 
baseball cap, a white shirt, dark 
pants and black gloves. The pas-
senger, who police believe to be 
a 32-year-old Hispanic male with 
short hair and a dark goatee, was 
wearing a dark T-shirt.

If you have any information, 
call the APD Property Crimes Unit 
at 337-8524 and refer to report  
number 16-2034.

APD Seeks Suspects
Courtesy Alameda Police Department

Richard Bangert
Three thousand tons of sand 

was added to the nesting grounds 
for the least terns at Alameda Point 
in late February and early March. In 
the weeks that followed, volunteers 
from St. George Spirits and the Boy 
Scouts and Cub Scouts came out 
to help make the site ready for the 
arrival of the terns in mid-April.

The Water Emergency 
Transportation Authority (WETA) 
paid for enough sand to cover 
half the 9.6-acre nesting area with 
three inches of sand, as well as 
for grading. The weeklong delivery 
of sand was a conservation miti-
gation requirement for the impact 
that WETA’s new ferry maintenance 
facility will have on the terns’ feed-
ing area. As many as 12 ferries will 
make up to four passes per week-
day through the Alameda Point 
Channel where the terns frequently 
dive for small fish. 

Wind and water erosion take 
their toll on the sand substrate 
lying atop old airfield taxiway pave-
ment, requiring periodic replenish-
ment. This latest delivery of Angel 
Island coarse sand has built up the 
depth on much of the site to the 
point that it’s starting to feel like 
a real beach underfoot. Beaches 
are the traditional nesting habitat 
for terns.

In March, virtually all the 
employees of nearby St. George 
Spirits showed up on a rainy Sunday 
morning to help distribute cinder 
block grid markers and clay tile 
chick shelters throughout the site. 
The high-spirited and determined 
crew trudged through puddles of 

water determined to get the job 
done regardless of how wet they 
got. Some volunteers worked in 
the old Quonset hut repainting and 
numbering the plaster markers that 
the Fish and Wildlife Service uses 
to identify each nest. Others re-
stenciled cinder blocks.

The cinder blocks and the plas-
ter markers allow for systematic 
data collection on nesting success. 
The blocks and markers were 
removed prior to the sand delivery 
and grading work.

In April, Alameda Boy Scouts 
Troop 73 joined the Cub Scouts 
from Pack 1015 for the final prepa-
rations for the least tern arrival. 

“Overall, 25 youth from the 
fourth to 12th grade and 15 parents 
joined this final chilly work day put-
ting out oyster shells, flattening the 
area after a week of rain and pulling 
the last of the weeds,” said Dorinda 

von Stroheim, Webelos Den Leader 
Pack 1015.  “The kids loved placing 
the shells and took extra care to 
make sure all the shells were evenly 
distributed.” 

The scouts were supposed to 
get pizza delivered at noon, but 
they hustled through their assign-
ments so quickly that the pizza 
parlor was not even open yet. They 
accepted a rain check from the 
Audubon Society. 

The least terns, an endangered 
species, have enjoyed phenom-
enal success on the old airfield at 
Alameda Point. Pushed to the brink 
of extinction by human encroach-
ment on their traditional Southern 
California coastal nesting areas, the 
terns began taking up residence 
on a number of military bases in 
California during the past four 
decades. With early and continued  

Richard Bangert

The city of San Francisco provides a backdrop for a road grader smoothing 
out sand on the least tern nesting site at Alameda Point. The Water Emergency 
Transportation Authority funded the sand delivery as mitigation for the impacts of 
ferry traffic at its new maintenance facility planned for Alameda Point.

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda Police Department 

(APD) and several other Alameda 
County law enforcement agencies 
conducted a prostitution sting that 
led to 11 arrests in Alameda last 
Thursday, April 28.

The officers used web sites, such 
as Backpage.com, to engage with 
prostitute handlers. They lured them 
to a hotel thinking they were conduct-
ing a business transaction. 

“We had one officer pose as 
an undercover John,” said APD Lt. 
Hoshmand Durani. “Once money was 
handed over to the handlers we went 
in to make arrests.”

Those arrested on prostitu-
tion charges were Eryanna Branner 
(female, 21); Ivan Flores Alvarado, 37; 
Kianna Nollman, 19; Randall Stovall 
Jr., 21; Encarnacion Velasqueztecum 
(male, 37); Breann Brown, 22; Calvin 
Lueng, 43; Deahjinae Benford, 24; Yan 
Su, (female, 44); and Yunsong Xiao, 
(male, 25). 

Eric Ralferer, (male, 23), was 
arrested for providing police officers 
false information while trying to aid 
a prostitute. He was not arrested on a 
prostitution charge. Brown was given 
a citation for possession of less than 
an ounce of marijuana along with a 
prostitution charge. Durani said those 

arrested were, separate entities, not a 
part of one big organization and none 
of the suspects were from Alameda. 

Durani said there were no physi-
cal confrontations with any suspects. 
One suspect, however, managed to 
allude police, but officers retrieved 
his cell phone and are searching for 
him.

The operation took place at the 
Roadway Inn at 1925 Webster St. 
Durani said the Roadway Inn has no 
connection with the suspects in the 
case.

“The hotel is in no way affiliated 
with the criminals,” said Durani. “We 
just used a room in their hotel as a 
meeting place to facilitate the opera-
tion. They were very cooperative.”

The APD’s vice enforcement team 
is a part of a Bay Area task force 
that holds monthly/quarterly sting 
operations that investigates different 
crimes including prostitution. The 
Roadway Inn operation comprised 
of 30 officers from the Alameda 
County Sheriff’s Office, Hayward 
Police Department, Piedmont Police 
Department, Livermore Police 
Department, the FBI and the Alameda 
County Probation Department. 

The suspects were charged and 
released. They were given a court 
date within 60 days.
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