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Officials from the Alameda County Coroner’s Office 
investigate a body found in the lagoon near Broadway 
and La Jolla Drive last Saturday morning.

Dennis Evanosky
In 1961 the Alameda Unified 

School District built Lum 
Elementary School on “made land” 
— property that once lay beneath 
the waters of San Francisco Bay.  
Utah Construction had “made” this 
land in the mid-1950s when it filled 
in a portion of the bay to create 
South Shore. Four years later AUSD 
opened Will C. Wood Middle School 
on this same “made” land. 

In a bit of irony, the school dis-
trict hosted a meeting last Friday 
evening at the latter school to 
announce that it was closing the 
former school because the land 
beneath it was unstable.

An overflow crowd packed 
Wood’s gymnasium to learn that 
structural engineers had deter-
mined that the ground beneath 
the school could liquefy during an 
earthquake. Members of the school 
board and Superintendent Sean 
McPhetridge attempted to explain 
to the unhappy parents the tests 
showed that an earthquake could 
sink the classroom they intended 
to build by as much as five inches. 

Members of the audience 
reacted negatively to the expert 
the school district brought in to 
explain all this. The atmosphere 
was especially tense when the 

expert replied to questions with 
“that’s not my area of expertise. “

After testing five more samples 
from around the Lum campus, engi-
neers recommended that AUSD 
“develop a plan to provide suitable 
alternate facilities for the students as 
soon as feasible.” The school board 
originally intended to announce a 
decision at its May 9 meeting. They 
postponed announcing their deci-
sion until the May 23 meeting. 

There is precedent for not 
building schools on “made land.” 

In the 19th century, people knew  
this type of property by another 
name: “water lots.” In one instance 
in 1811 in Louisiana the law per-
mitted the sale of these lots, but 
“none of the water lots were per-
mitted for schools.” 

Lum Elementary School and 
Wood Middle School are not the 
only schools built on this “made 
land” on the Main Island. Paden 
and Otis elementary schools, 
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Lum Parents Meet to 
Learn School’s Fate

George Cram Atlas 1908

The Alameda Sun was not surprised to find out Lum 
Elementary School sits on shaky ground. This map helps 
show the approximate current-day locations of Wood 
and Lum schools (pink boxes), Otis Drive (dashed line) 
Shoreline Drive (blue line) and Grand Street (purple dotted 
line.) The schools sit on tidelands reclaimed in the 1950s.

Killer Charged

Sharks Found on Beach

Story & photo by Mike Lano
Last Saturday Harbor Bay 

Landing held its 19th annual Spring 
Festival with a strong Year of the 
Rooster theme. Organizers report-
ed the largest crowd in the event’s 
history. 

The festival packed color into 
the Harbor Bay Landing shopping 
center. Flowers and orchids were 
given away and most in attendance 
brought their own colorful lawn 
chairs to take in the multi-colored 
events that ran continuously like a 
cultural marathon. 

For most of the day, the shop-
ping center’s bandshell area 
was packed for demonstrations, 
dances and much more. Alameda 
shared its multi-cultural roots and 
pride once again.

Many of the performances 

included adults and school-aged 
youth including adult and child 
Tai Chi graduates, who wowed the 
audience with their black-belt-
level talent. Several martial arts 
disiplines were represented by 
the many Alameda schools whose 
students shared their athleticism. 

A women’s self-defense booth 
offered demonstrations and near-
ly every Asian culture was rep-
resented including Hawaiian and 
Tahitian dancers (pictured above) 
who not only did the hula and tra-
ditional dances, but also modern 
dances to Hip Hop. The crowd 
was most appreciative, loudly 
applauding when the Multicultural 
Dance and Music Group danced to 
Michael Jackson’s “P.Y.T.”

A traditional lion dance was 
held, the spectacular Lincoln 

Middle School marching band per-
formed and more vendor booths 
on the perimeter than ever before 
offered various games of chance 
to help raise funds for Friends of 
the Alameda Animal Shelter. 

The Bay Farm protective 
group Class (Citizens League for 
Airport Safety and Serenity) gave 
a lecture on its airplane noise hot-
line and briefed citizens on how 
airport noise will be increasing 
during Oakland Airport’s various 
runway reconstruction processes 
due to take place later this year. 
Yi Ying Learning Center and other 
Asian-American schools in the 
area gave talks and demonstra-
tions as well.

The event was organized 
by Harbor Bay’s long-running 
Intercultural Committee.

Year of the Rooster Fun

Sun Staff Reports
A man pled no contest to 

seven counts of first-degree mur-
der and three counts of premed-
itated murder Tuesday, May 2, 
for the killing of seven people at 
Oikos University in Oakland five 
years ago. 

One Goh, 48, also pleaded no 
contest to the special circum-
stance allegations of committing 
a murder during a kidnapping and 
committing multiple murders. As 
part of the plea deal Goh, a South 
Korea native, will be sentenced 
to seven consecutive terms of 
life in prison without parole, 
plus 271 years to life, according 
to Alameda County prosecutor 
Stacie Pettigrew. Goh’s official 
sentencing hearing is July 14.

The murders took place at 
Oikos University, near Oakland 
International Airport, on April 
2, 2012. Goh forced a secretary 

into a classroom and demanded 
the classmembers line up. When 
some did not cooperate he began 
shooting, according to Oakland 
Police Department. He killed six 
people and wounded three others 
inside the university. He later shot 
and killed the owner of a blue 
Honda and stole his car. 

He drove to the Safeway at 
Alameda South Shore Center and 
confessed his crimes to employees. 
Employees notified the Alameda 
Police Department (APD). APD offi-
cers apprehended him and later 
contacted Oakland police.

Goh dropped out of Oikos sev-
eral months before the shooting 
and wanted his tuition refunded, 
according to reports for his motive 
of the crime.

Goh was under psychiatric eval-
uation for almost four years before 
a judge deemed him fit to stand 
trial two weeks ago.

Two Bodies Retrieved 
from Estuary, Lagoon

Ekene Ikeme
The remains of two different 

people were retrieved from differ-
ent bodies of water in and near 
Alameda last weekend.

The first retrieval occurred the 
morning of Friday, April 28, on 
the 1700 block of Embarcadero. 
Oakland Police Department (OPD) 
officers received a report at 8:25 
a.m. that a man’s body was floating 
in the Oakland Estuary just off The 
Embarcadero. 

The man, who was later identi-
fied as Kevin Mulholland, 48, of 
Alameda, was unresponsive when 
authorities first made contact 
with his body, according to OPD 
officials. Mulholland’s body was 
transported to the Alameda County 
Coroner’s Bureau. A cause of death 
had not been determined as of 
Tuesday, May 2, according to the 
bureau. However, OPD said there 
were no indications the death was 
suspicious.

The second body was retrieved 
the following day in a lagoon just 
north of the 300 block of Broadway.

The Alameda Police Department 
(APD) received a call at 8:44 a.m. 
on Saturday, April 29. APD officers 
arrived at the scene and discovered 
the unresponsive man in the water. 

APD retrieved the body with 
assistance from the Alameda 
County Sheriff’s Office. The 
deceased was also transported to 
the coroner’s bureau. APD officials 
have not determined the cause of 

death, but are investigating it as 
suspicious until the coroner deter-
mines otherwise.

The identity of the deceased is 
being withheld, along with addi-
tional information, by the bureau 
because his next of kin has not 
yet been notified. Efforts to get in 
contact with his family members 
are ongoing. 

This is the second time a body 
has been retrieved in Alameda this 
year. The Alameda Fire Department 
(AFD) water rescue team respond-
ed to a report that Jarnail Singh lost 
control of his taxi and drove into a 
waterway near Doolittle Drive and 
Langley Street on Jan. 8.  

The rescue team evacuated 
Singh, 57, from his vehicle. He was 
unconscious and transported to 
Highland Hospital where he died 
later that day. The vehicle was also 
retrieved from the waterway. 

Oakland Fire Department also 
helped to retrieve the body. 

The lagoon where the second 
body was retrieved, is called Lagoon 
4 of the Alameda West Lagoon. The 
Alameda West Lagoon is comprised 
of five sections located on the Main 
Island. It covers approximately four 
miles. According to neighbors, the 
gates connecting the five sections 
have been opened for maintenance, 
and as such, the body could have 
floated in from one of the other 
sections.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@ 
alamedasun.com.

Sun Staff Reports
Bay Area news outlets are 

reporting an unusual number of 
marine wildlife have been found 
washing up on local beaches, 
including here in Alameda. Photos 
of leopard sharks stranded on 
Alameda’s Crown Memorial Beach 
have been surfacing. 

Reports from Oakland’s Lake 
Merritt, Santa Cruz and varied loca-
tions along the Peninsula, have also 
shown sea life, including sharks 
and sting rays have been wash-
ing up dead. Small dead sharks 
were seen near shoreline trails 
in Redwood City, Foster City and 
San Mateo last Thursday as well. 
Wildlife experts say these reports 
have become more frequent, and 
the reason still is not clear to them.

Last Friday, an 8-foot great white 
shark washed up at Pleasure Point 
in Santa Cruz. A necropsy showed 
an infection caused the shark’s 
death. Experts have been unable to 
prove that the other shark deaths 
are related. 

Alameda residents who discov-
er sea animals or their remains are 

encouraged to report them imme-
diately. The Pelagic Shark Research 
Foundation (PSRF) has guidelines 
on what to do in the event such 
animals are discovered.

Stranded fish
If the animal appears to be a 

dead or distressed shark, ray or 
other fish, report this to the PSRF 
Stranding Rescue and Specimen 
Collecting Unit at (831) 459-9346 or 
the California Department of Fish & 
Wildlife at (415) 470-7171.

Stranded sea mammals
If the animal appears to be a 

dead or distressed sea lion, seal, 
dolphin or whale, contact the 
Marine Mammal Center at (415) 
289-SEAL. 

According to PSRF, commercial 
fishing mortality of sharks in U.S. 
waters has averaged 20,000 metric 
tons per year, computer modeling 
and statistical analysis indicate that 
anything above 12,000 metric tons 
will eclipse the sharks’ abilities to 
reproduce at sustainable rates.

More about PSRF can be found 
at pelagic.org.

Dennis Evanosky

A community meeting to discuss the future of Lum School took place at Wood Middle 
School last week.

Harbor Bay Landing hosts 19th annual Spring Festival
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