
HAPPY NATIONAL 

LITTLE PAMPERED 
DOG DAY

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda City Council voted 

to adopt a resolution and a recom-
mendation that would revitalize the 
Alameda Fire Department’s (AFD) 
Fire Prevention Bureau at its April 
18 meeting. 

The resolution will add three 
new positions to the bureau. The 
recommendation will authorize the 
purchase of three new Ford Police 
Interceptor utility vehicles and 
miscellaneous equipment such as 
office chairs, desks, computers, cell 
phones and more.

The council approved the reso-
lution 3-2. Vice Mayor Malia Vella 
and councilmembers Marilyn Ezzy 
Ashcraft and Jim Oddie voted in 
favor of the resolution, while Mayor 
Trish Spencer and Councilmember 
Frank Matarrese opposed. The 
recommendation passed 4-1 with 
Spencer providing the no vote.

The three new positions will be 
a fire captain/assistant fire mar-
shal and two fire inspectors with 
firefighter or apparatus operator 
status. All three positions will be 
filled with sworn firefighters. The 
three new department personnel 
will be tasked with conducting fire 
inspections on commercial and res-
idential buildings. 

In 2009, during the recession, 
the city decided to cut the bureau 
staff from seven positions (four 
sworn firefighters and three non-
sworn) to just two non-sworn posi-
tions (a code compliance officer 
and an administrative technician), 
according to AFD Fire Marshal 
Doug Long. This created a backlog 
in fire inspections.

“In 2016, we completed just 28 
percent of our scheduled fire inspec-
tions,” said Long. According to Long, 
there are more than 3,000 planned 
fire inspections that still need to take 
place. “Because of the inspections 
that are not getting done, we have 
left $355,000 uncollected.” 

Long estimates the cost of the 
new sworn-firefighter hires, vehi-
cles and office equipment will be 
a combined $987,890 annually. 
The assistant fire marshal position 
will make $294,000, while each fire 
inspector will make from $245,000 
to $263,000 annually. 

Long estimates that the office 
equipment will cost about $33,450, 

while the total cost of the three 
vehicles will be $155,234.07. City 
Manager Jill Keimach said the cost 
for the vehicles and office equip-
ment will not exceed $188,684. This 
would be a one-time startup cost.

In his report to the Council, Long 
said the costs would be financed by 
the increased annual inspection rev-
enue, which could exceed $335,000, 
and the annual Ground Emergency 
Medical Transportation funds the 
city receives estimated at $275,000. 
The remainder will come from the 
city’s General Fund. 

Spencer and Matarrese wanted 
to add the new positions, but voted 
“no” on the resolution because 
they felt the positions should be 
filled with non-sworn firefighters. 

“We need to balance the bud-
get,” said Spencer.

Long estimates the city would 
save about $300,000 per year if the 
three positions are filled with non-
sworn firefighters. If the inspection 
jobs were filled with non-sworn 
firefighters the city could pay for 
the positions without dipping into 
the General Fund and will not 
have to pay high pension costs.
The city already owes $113 mil-
lion in unfunded pension liabilities, 
according to Spencer.

Spencer was also concerned 
with the building inspection 
backlog.

“We need inspectors to handle 
just inspections,” said Spencer.

However, Long said three addi-
tional sworn firefighters would 
help with other department needs. 
Sworn firefighters can provide assis-
tance in an emergency.

The resolution will go into effect 
May 28.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.
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Locally Owned, Community Oriented

Council Votes New Fire 
Staff into City Budget

Point’s Developer 
Reaches Impasse

Dennis Evanosky
In June 2015, Alameda Point 

Partners (APP) got the green light 
from the City Council to proceed 
with the development of a 68-acre 
site at Alameda Point. The prop-
erty, known as Site A, extends from 
the old East Gate of the Naval Air 
Station at Main Street and today’s 
Ralph Appezzato Memorial Parkway 
to Seaplane Lagoon.

Both APP and the city origi-
nally envisioned development at 
Alameda Point unfolding in three 
phases over 15 years. The Disposi-
tion and Development Agreement 
(DDA) hammered out between the 
two parties defines Phase One as 
improvements on some 30 acres of 
the 68-acre Site A property.

The agreement contains a mile-
stone schedule for Phase 1: Land 
conveyance by April 11, 2017; in-
frastructure completion by June 11, 
2019; and vertical — or build-out — 
completion by Dec. 11, 2019. When 
APP did not convey the land by the 
April 11 deadline, the city wasted 
little time. 

On April 11, City Manager Jill Kei-
mach notified APP that by missing 
the deadline, it had failed to comply 
with the DDA. Keimach gave APP 30 
days to cure its “breaches and fail-
ures.” In an April 12 letter addressed 
to Keimach and City Attorney Janet 
Kern, APP cited the lack of com-
petitive subcontractor bids as one 
reason for not respecting the April 
11 deadline. The lack of bids is one 
factor that increases construction 
costs, which, in turn, negatively im-
pacts the value of land for investors. 

The DDA gives the developer 
the right to extend the original mile-
stones at a price. APP is now hop-
ing to execute that right. In the April 
12 letter, APP put forth a pair of re-

AUSD Breaks Ground, Fence at Alameda High

Island’s Earth Day
Sun Staff Reports

This year Alameda marked the 47th celebration of Earth Day with 
a gathering celebrating inclusion and diversity along the shoreline. 
Hundreds of Alamedans joined hands in a reprise of “Hands Across 

Alameda” last Saturday morning (above). A beach cleanup along Robert 
Crown Memorial Beach was held prior, and Earth Day festivities fol-
lowed in Washington Park. In addition to the many informational booths 
set up in the park an outdoor aquarium exhibit courtesy of the East 
Bay Regional Parks District drew a lot of attention (right). Presenters at 
the City of Alameda’s Earth Day included everyone from the Alameda 
Police Department to the Alameda High School Earth Team sharing how 
locals can make and have made a difference in protecting the future of 
the planet. The event also featured live music, bicycle repair clinics, city 
vehicles to explore, a kids area, a petting zoo, food trucks and more.

Panoramic photo by Hans Siebert; photo below by Eric J. Kos

Locals Support 
World Baseball 
Event in August

Sun Staff Reports
More than 200 guests had fun 

raising funds at the World Baseball 
Bash last Sunday at the Aeolian 
Yacht Club. All proceeds from the 
event will support the International 
Boys League Tournament to be held 
in Alameda Aug. 6 through 12. 

In addition to four U.S. teams, 
14- to 15-year-old participants 
will be coming from Japan, South 
Korea, Mexico, Italy, Germany and 
Australia to play ball. 

The Alameda World Tournament 
Baseball organization will play host 
to more than 500 players and could 
use help from local families willing 
to provide home-stay opportunities 
for the young men. Contact waffles 
sit@gmail.com if interested.

vised milestones. The first propos-
al, Phase 1a, would extend the land 
conveyance out 120 days from the 
original April 11 milestone to Aug. 
9; the infrastructure completion out 
six months to Dec. 11, 2019; and the 
vertical completion out almost 18 
months to June 30, 2021. 

The second proposal, Phase 1b, 
would stretch completion of the 
project even further into the future: 
the land conveyance milestone 
would become Oct. 1, 2018, an ad-
ditional 14 months from Phase 1a; 
infrastructure completion, April 
1, 2021, adding almost two years 
and three months to Phase 1a and 
22 months to the milestones in the 
DDA. Phase 1b proffers a build-out 

completion of April 4, 2027, more 
than eight years past the original 
milestone’s Dec. 11, 2019 date.  

When finally built out, Phase 
One would comprise 650 housing 
units, including 128 very-low and 
low-income affordable units and 
36 moderate-income affordable 
units. In addition the development 
would feature eight acres of parks 
and open space, as well as 93,000 
square feet of retail space. 

According to the APP letter, the 
first reading of the developer’s pro-
posed amendments is scheduled 
to come before the City Council on 
Tuesday, July 5.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Courtesy photo

Alameda World Tournament Baseball Board Member 
Randy Marmor and Mayor Trish Spencer attended a 
fundraising dinner at the Aeolian Yacht Club for the 
International Boys League Tournament to be held in the 
Island City this August.

Sun Staff Reports
In a groundbreaking ceremo-

ny held Monday, Alameda Unified 
School District (AUSD) and city 
officials gathered to celebrate 
progress on complete restora-
tion of the Historic Alameda High 
School (HAHS). As part of the 
ceremony, a front loader pushed 
down a portion of the fence sur-
rounding HAHS. The retrofit and 

restoration, which was designed 
by Quattrocchi Kwok Architects, 
will be paid for out of funds from 
the 2014 Measure I Facilities 
Bond. The project is expected to 
be complete by December 2019.

The 100,000-square-foot his-
toric high school building, which 
was constructed in 1924, is a 
registered Historical Landmark. 
Over the years, it has contained 

classrooms, the district office, 
the Alameda Adult School and 
the Alameda Free Library. 

The library moved out in 
2006. The district office relocat-
ed in 2013 after seismic experts 
deemed the building unsafe. 
HAHS was then surrounded by 
the somewhat unpopular brown 
“earthquake” fence and has 
stood empty ever since.

State Fetes 
Two Local 
Schools

Sun Staff Reports
The California Department of 

Education (CDE) awards outstand-
ing educational programs and 
practices with gold ribbons. Last 
year the department recognized 
elementary schools, and the cov-
eted ribbons adorned Otis, Earhart 
and Haight elementary schools and 
Maya Lin School. 

This year CDE honored middle 
and high schools. Wood Middle 
School and Alameda Science 
and Technology Institute (ASTI) 
received ribbons. Wood for 
its STEAM-Integrated Learning 
through Inquiry program and ASTI 
for its Early College High School 
program.

CDE will recognize ASTI and 
Wood for their accomplishments 
at a luncheon scheduled for next 
month.

“I am always thrilled when our 
schools are recognized by the 
state Department of Education,” 
said Superintendent Sean 
McPhetridge. “It is a testament to 
the hard work of teachers, staff, 
students and families. It serves as 
a reminder to us all that Alameda 
is truly blessed with excellent 
and innovative educational pro-
grams for our youth.”

Dennis Evanosky

A major feature of the groundbreaking at Alameda High School Monday was 
the breaking down of the fence surrounding the historic building.


