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News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

AMP Rates Rise July 1
Alameda Municipal Power 

(AMP) will increase its rates, on 
average, 2.5 percent on July 1. The 
Public Utilities Board approved the 
increase at its regular meeting on 
April 15.

According to the release 
announcing the increase, AMP’s 
rates will still average approximate-
ly 16.5 percent lower than those in 
neighboring communities. Typical 
AMP residential customers with 
average bills of $63 can expect to 
see $2 tacked on to those bills. 

“By comparison, PG&E’s aver-
age electric bill in neighboring com-
munities is $76,” AMP stated. “The 
percentage of the increase will vary 
depending on the customer’s rate 
class. Residential customers will see 
an increase of up to 2.9 percent.”

As a community-owned and 
locally operated electric system, 
AMP does not make a profit on 
rates. The revenue from electric 
sales pays for operation of the 
system. The utility transfers $5.5 
million to the city’s General Fund 
each year. 

To learn more about AMP, visit 
www.alamedamp.com. 

Annual Seminar for Military 
Retirees Slated

The annual All-Services 
Military Retiree Seminar will take 
place on Coast Guard Island, 
Saturday, May 4, in Building 4 on 
Campbell Boulevard. The Northern 
California Coast Guard Retiree 
Council (NCCNRC) will host com-
plimentary continental breakfast 
with registration from 7:30 a.m. to 
8 a.m. in the Point Welcome Room. 

Presentations begin at 8 a.m. in 
Gresham Hall and continue until 
noon. All retirees and spouses are 
encouraged to attend. Hear the lat-
est on legislative news affecting 
military retirees. Representatives 

from TRICARE, Travis Air Force 
Base, Legal, Senior Fraud, the 
Alameda County District Attorney’s 
Office and many more will present.

No reservations are required 
except for lunch in the Galley. To 
reserve, email Dave Swanson at 
ddswanson@msn.com or call 390-
6312 and leave a message. Lunch 
costs $7.70 per person at the door.

The I.D. Card Office will be open 
beginning at noon by appointment 
only. Call 437-5648 for more infor-
mation.

College District Needs 
Oversight Volunteers

Alameda residents may apply 
now to serve on the Peralta 
Community College District’s 
Measure G Citizens’ Bond Oversight 
Committee and the Measure 
E Citizens’ Parcel Tax Oversight 
Committee.

During the November 2018 elec-
tion, Northern Alameda County 
voters overwhelmingly approved 
Measure G, the district’s $800 mil-
lion bond proposal to facilitate 
improvements to facilities and 
new construction. Voters also 
approved Measure E, extending 
the current $48 per parcel tax to 
supplement funding for core aca-
demic programs at the Peralta 
Colleges, which include Berkeley 
City College, College of Alameda 
and Laney and Merritt colleges in 
Oakland.

According to Frances White, 
Ph.D., acting chancellor, Peralta 
Community College District, the 
district “is committed to respon-
sible stewardship of all bond and 
parcel tax funds.” 

Measures G and E adhere to 
all accountability standards gov-
erning the management of these 
programs. Two separate Citizens’ 
Oversight Committees, comprised 
of members of the community, will 
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Sun Staff Reports
Ron Thompson and Marcia Gill 

of Alameda, right, won the first-
place award of $250 in the inaugural 
art show at the City of Alameda’s 
Earth Day Festival for their fish 
sculptures. While their sculptures 
ingeniously included cast-off mate-
rials such as saw blades, drill bits, 
nails and valves, Thompson and 
Gill’s incorporation of plastic dis-
cards unanimously captured the 
judge’s approval.  

In March, the Alameda 
Recreation and Parks Department 
sought the help of local climate 
action group, Community Action 
for a Sustainable Alameda (CASA) 
to develop an art show that would 
depict the harms of plastics in 
waterways and inspire awareness 
of environmental issues. 

Twenty artists from around the 
Bay Area competed for $550 in 
awards. Their works were judged 
by Malia Vella, City Councilmember; 
Ruth Abbe, director of CASA and 
Kitty Muntzel, a local artist.  

City staff and CASA are already 
working on next year’s art show 
and they encourage artists to start 
developing ideas now. 

Questions about the art show 
can be directed to Pat Colburn at 
Pat@PatColburn.com.

The Earth Day Festival took 
place last Saturday in Upper 
Washington Park.

Couple Wins Earth Day Art Award

Council Tours Point’s 
Future Development

County Turns Down 
Urban Security Funds

Navy Plans Waste Line Cleanup

Dennis Evanosky

Base Reuse & Community Development Assistant Director Nanette Mocanu (far right) 
addressed (from left to right) Base Reuse & Community Development Director Debbie 
Potter, Councilmember Malia Vella, Mayor Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft, Councilmembers 
Jim Oddie and Tony Daysog, as well as City Manager Eric Levitt, Vice-Mayor John 
Knox White and members of the public. Mocanu was describing improvements 
underway at Building 360 at Alameda Point during a special City Council meeting 
that included a tour of the Enterprise District at the Point. 

Sun Staff Reports
Alameda County will receive 

just $800,000 of $5.5 million of a 
federal grant after the Bay Area 
Urban Area Security Initiative 
(UASI) Approval Authority voted 
to end a controversial regional 
training and exercise program and 
exposition last month. 

The UASI, a group that distrib-
utes federal grant money for emer-
gency training programs, made the 
decision at its March 14 meeting 
after the Alameda County Board 
of Supervisors (ACBOS) voted 3-2 
to make changes to the program 
two days prior, according to a 
letter from Shawn T. Sexton, divi-
sion commander project manager 
at UASI.

Urban Shield was an annual 
training program where law enforce-
ment agencies and first responders 
conducted preparedness training 
and exercises for scenarios such as 
national disasters, active shooters 
and terrorism attacks. The initiative 
was created by Alameda County 
Sherriff Gregory Ahern in 2007 and 
the Alameda County Sheriffs Office 
hosted the annual event. 

The exposition and program 
faced a large amount of public criti-
cism. Critics believed the event 
tried to militarize law enforcement 
with some of its SWAT team training 
competitions and exercises. Also 
at the exposition, outside vendors 
sold militarized weapons to law 
enforcement agencies. Five years 
ago a vendor sold a “Black Rifles 
Matter” T-shirt at the height of the 
“Black Lives Matter” movement. 

Alameda residents criticized 
the last Urban Shield event on 

Sept. 9, 2018, after SWAT team 
personnel held a mock hostage 
rescue at an area of Alameda Point 
the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs agreed not to use for this 
purpose. An Urban Shield tactical 
team staged a demonstration at 
Alameda Point that involved par-
ticipants firing blanks near a col-
ony of the endangered least tern 
(“Urban Shield Practice at Point 
Included Gunfire,” Sept. 13, 2018).

Last year before the last 
Urban Shield, ACBOS decided to 
appoint an ad hoc committee to 
recommend changes to the Urban 
Shield event. In all the commit-
tee made 63 recommendations. Of 
the 63 recommendations the com-
mittee and the county agreed on 
seven. Those include eliminating 
the SWAT teams and competition 
from the exercises, eliminating the 
weapons expo, focusing on emer-
gency preparedness for natural 
disasters and changing the name 
“Urban Shield.” 

The county had approved UASI 
to receive the grant funds from 
the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security before the March 14 vote. 
Ahern said without the terrorism 
angle of the event the Department 
of Homeland Security will not fur-
ther the grant. 

Alameda County will receive 
$800,000 of the grant for equip-
ment and its wireless emergen-
cy alert system, according to 
reports. The remaining $4.7 mil-
lion for this fiscal year will go to 
other Bay Area counties for emer-
gency training.

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Dennis Evanosky
The Navy plans to clean up and 

remove some 400 linear feet of 
pipeline at Alameda Point. These 
pipes once carried industrial waste 
that included luminescent paint 
used in aircraft dial faces and other 
instrumentation. The Navy once 
rinsed these paint wastes that con-
tained radium into sinks whose 
water carried this contamination 
into the pipes. 

The project will include digging 
trenches to remove the pipes and 
radiologically testing the pipes. 

Once the contractor removes the 
pipes, workers will backfill the 
trenches. 

The cleanup, scheduled to begin 
as early as next week, will affect traf-
fic along West Tower Avenue near 
Building 5, as well as on Livingston 
Street at West Red Line Avenue and 
at West Midway Avenue.

The contractor will install barri-
cades with flashing lights and other 
traffic-control measures while the 
cleanup is underway. The Navy 
states that it plans to complete the 
project in August. 

Dennis Evanosky
The Alameda City Council 

met last Monday to tour the 
Enterprise District at Alameda 
Point. After a brief meeting at 
the Ron Cowan Central Bay 
Operations and Maintenance 
Facility, Councilmembers toured 
the district with two stops: 
Building 530 at 120 Oriskany Ave. 
and Building 360 on an 18-acre 
site at West Pacific Avenue and 
Skyhawk Street. 

Building 530 now sits vacant. 
According to the staff report, 
the City Council is considering 
leasing this site to Nautilus Data 
Technologies, which the report 
describes as “a green technology 
data service.” According to the com-
pany’s website, Nautilus “created 
the world’s most innovative water-
cooled data center design. Nautilus 
further states that its water-cooling 
system is more efficient than air 
cooling and is not connected to 
or have any impact on any public 
water infrastructure.” 

According to a February 2019 
city memorandum, Nautilus has 
been interested in developing a 
data storage facility at Alameda 
Point for approximately two years. 
“Initially, Nautilus was interested 
in locating its water-cooled data 
storage system on a barge at the 
piers, a technology it is currently 
piloting at the Port of Stockton,” 
the memo states. However, after 
touring Alameda Point and see-
ing Building 530 and its proximity 
to the water and its lack of win-

dows, affording privacy, the com-
pany thought the building would 
be ideal for a land-based, water-
cooled data storage facility.

The memo also pointed out 
that Nautilus would “become one 
of the largest consumers of energy 
from Alameda Municipal Power, 
which is important for the infra-
structure development at Alameda 
Point and the community.” 

Astra Space is currently work-
ing on a build-out of Building 360, 
the second stop on the tour. The 
company currently works out 
of Building 397, a 17,400-square-
foot structure that the Navy built 
to overhaul aircraft and test jet 
engines. The company raised more 
than a few eyebrows last February, 
when neighbors (and a Channel 
7 news helicopter) spotted a 
rocket emerging from this build-
ing (“Company Testing Rocket 
Technology,” Feb. 22, 2018).

The Alameda Sun learned at 
the time that Astra Space “designs, 
tests, manufactures and operates 
next-generation launch services.” 
In 2015 the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration selected 
the company for a pair of research 
awards to develop propulsion sys-
tems for use in space and — in the 
words of the press release announc-
ing the award — “on other worlds.” 
One of the awards is financing the 
company’s research, a “pump-fed 
propulsion system for a Mars ascent 
vehicle,” the release stated.

In a memorandum to the City 
Council at the time, city staff 
expressed “hope that (the com-
pany) will … consider expanding 
its innovative operations or be a 
catalyst for other similar compa-
nies.” This appears to be the case 
with Astra Space’s planned move 
into Building 360.

After the tour, the Council 
unanimously approved a motion 
to give staff the green light to put 
plans into motion to redevelop a 
23.9-acre portion of the district 
around where Nautilus could 
locate. The staff report described 
this property as “an appropriate 
first phase to be marketed, either 
by a developer, an end-user or a 
team that could deliver both the 
required backbone infrastructure 
improvements and the commercial 
tenants.” 

If all goes as planned, sale 
of this property would generate 
some $31 million. The funds from 
the sale are expected to cover 
the approximate $26 million cost 
of phase-one backbone infrastruc-
ture improvements. 

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Council is consid-
ering leasing one 
site to Nautilus 
Data Technologies, 
which the report 
describes as “a 
green technology 
data service.”


