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HAPPY

HIGH-FIVE DAY!

VA Cloaks Point’s 
Future in Secrecy

Hornet Honors Raiders

Cell Phone Stop Reveals 
Million Bucks in Alameda

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

“Hands Across Alameda” 
Reprised for Earth Day

Hands Across Alameda came 
together for the first time on a 
stormy day in February, when  
several hundred Alamedans 
joined hands to create a human 
chain, celebrating the city’s 
diversity and symbolizing inclu-
siveness and unity (“Hands Join 
Across Alameda,” Feb. 23). This 
Earth Day, Saturday, April 22, 
people from across the Island are 
invited to come together again for 
the event, covering more ground 
with more people.

Organizers hope to create a one-
mile human chain along the Alameda 
shoreline from Crab Cove to Park 
Street. It will require around 1,000 
Alamedans. People should begin 
gathering along the shoreline at 9:30 
a.m. for a photo scheduled at 10 a.m. 
There will be meeting points on the 
beach at Crab Cove, Grand Street, 
Willow Street and Park Street.

The city organized Hands Across 
Alameda to celebrate the Island’s 
diversity and symbolize that every-
one belongs here in Alameda, a 
diverse community where more 
than 80 languages are spoken. 

Following Hands Across 
Alameda, the Alameda Recreation 
& Parks Department and partners 
are hosting Love Our Green Island, 
a free, family friendly Earth Day 
Festival at Washington Park with 
exhibits, activities, a petting zoo, 
jumpers and more. Everyone is 

welcome. For more information 
visit www.alamedaca.gov/earth-
day-2017, or check out the program 
inside this edition.

League of Women Voters to 
Explore Electoral College
Five out of the 45 presidents of 

the United States have come into 
office without winning the popu-
lar vote: John Quincy Adams in 
1824; Rutherford B. Hayes in 1876; 
Benjamin Harrison in 1888; George 
W. Bush in 2000; and, of course, 
Donald Trump in 2016. 

In a 1970 study the League of 
Women Voters of the United States 
supported the direct election of 
the president by popular vote as 
essential to a representative gov-
ernment. The League argues that 
the Electoral College prevents the 
direct election of the president by 
popular vote and is, therefore, con-
trary to modern principles of repre-
sentative government. 

The League testified and lob-
bied for legislation to amend 
the Constitution to replace the 
Electoral College with direct popu-
lar election of the president. The 
measure passed the House and 
nearly passed the Senate in 1971.

A distinguished panel of speak-
ers will present the history and 
evolution of the Electoral College 
at a panel discussion sponsored 
by the League of Women Voters 
of Alameda. The program will take 
place at 8 p.m., Thursday, April 
27, at the Mastick Senior Center, 
located at 1155 Santa Clara Ave.  

Big Trucks 
for Little 
Tykes

Courtesy Alameda  
Municipal Power

Alameda Municipal 
Power (AMP) staffer 
Bill Garvine attended 

last Saturday’s Big Truck 
Bonanza with his daughter-
in-law Tanya Garvine 
and his grandchildren, 
two-month-old Dakota and 
three-year-old Huston. 
Huston had fun exploring 
the parking lot behind City 
Hall filled with fire trucks 
and engines, police vehi-
cles and trucks from AMP 
and Public Works, includ-
ing a street sweeper, a der-
rick digger, a bucket truck 
and a backhoe. Staff from 
each department were on 
hand to answer questions 
and keep the children safe.

Dennis Evanosky
Community members joined 

veterans aboard the USS Hornet 
on Tuesday to honor the memory 
of the men who joined Lt. Col. Jim-
my Doolittle on his April 18, 1942, 
raid on Japan. Kelly Estes, whose 
great-uncle Sgt. Donald Fitzmau-
rice lost his life during the raid, 
addressed those gathered for the 
ceremony (below). 

Fitzmaurice served as the engi-

neer-gunner on the Green Hornet, 
the sixth B-25 to take off from USS 
Hornet. After bombing Tokyo, his 
crew flew to China. When their 
plane ran out of fuel, they ditched 
it off the coast. Fitzmaurice and 
Cpl. William Dieter drowned in the 
aircraft when it ditched. 

Fitzmaurice was originally 
interred in Shatow, China. His 
remains were later returned to 
the United States. He rests at the 

Golden Gate 
National Cem-
etery in San 
Bruno. 

After the 
ceremony on 
Tuesday Estes 
adorned her 
great-uncle’s 
grave with the 
wreath in the 
photograph. 

File photo

Sgt. Donald 
Fitzmaurice

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda County Narcotics 

Task Force retrieved more than 100 
pounds of marijuana and $1 million 
in cash from several storage units 
in Alameda Saturday, April 8. The 
discoveries came after two men 
were arrested for what was initially 
supposed to be a simple vehicle vi-
olation turned into the major haul. 

The California Highway Patrol 
(CHP) said an officer spotted a 
man talking on his cell phone while 
driving a van on Interstate 580 near 
Castro Valley. As the CHP officer 
approached the vehicle he was cut 
off by another man driving a sedan. 
CHP said the driver of the sedan 
was trying to distract the officer so 
the van could evade arrest.

The two vehicles sped away 
from the officer, but eventually 
multiple officers were called in and 
were able to track down the two 
suspects. Officers confiscated more 
than 200 pounds of marijuana from 
the van and another eight pounds 
from the sedan. 

Investigators took the two sus-
pects in for questioning. The inves-
tigation led officers to the Alameda 
storage units. The task force and a 
sheriff’s K-9 unit searched the stor-
age facility. 

Ultimately, authorities locked in 
on two units. In the units, investiga-
tors found more than 100 pounds 
of processed marijuana, pot grow-
ing equipment and a suitcase filled 
with $1.03 million in $100 bills, ac-

cording to the task force. In all, 
sheriff’s officers seized 325 pounds 
of marijuana from the vehicles and 
storage units. 

Investigators said the two 
men are possibly a part of larger 
underground narcotics network. 
Alameda County Sheriff’s Office 
Public Information Officer Sgt. 
J.D. Nelson said the department is 
not releasing the names of those 
arrested or the location of the two 
storage units due to the ongoing 
investigation. 

The suspects were charged 
with suspicion of sales and trans-
portation of narcotics. The Alam-
eda Police Department (APD) had 
no role in the arrest or the inves-
tigation leading to the retrieval of 
narcotics, according to APD Lt. 
Hoshmand Durani.

California legalized recreational 
marijuana after a vote on the Nov. 8, 
2016, ballot measure. However, the 
law states that the commercial sale, 
cultivation and production of mari-
juana are allowed only by licensed 
providers.

Richard Bangert
The U.S. Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA) Alameda Point health-
care facility and columbarium will 
eliminate about 12 acres of existing 
wetlands on the runways at Alameda 
Point. The federal Clean Water Act 
requires that the VA compensate the 

city for the adverse effects that this 
loss will have on its project. 

The VA has chosen to cloak its 
proceedings in secrecy. In October 
2016, I submitted a Freedom of In-
formation Act (FOIA) request for 
information related to these wet-
lands. In February, the VA provid-
ed a copy of a consultant’s study 
— with more than half the study ei-
ther blacked out or stamped “Page 
withheld in its entirety.” 

In January 2016, the VA quietly 
sought to buy its way out of doing 
the required wetland mitigation at 
Alameda Point with “credits” in the 
San Francisco Bay Wetland Mitigation 
Bank. The Sierra Club and the Citizens 
Committee to Complete the Refuge 
— a group devoted to expanding the 
Don Edwards San Francisco Bay Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge — wrote letters 
of protest. These prompted the VA 
to at least temporarily withdraw its 
wetland credits permit application. 
The VA then hired the ecological con-
sulting firm H.T. Harvey & Associates 
to study the feasibility of performing 
wetland mitigation at Alameda Point. 
The study is dated Aug. 8, 2016. 

The VA’s Northern California 
FOIA officer justified the censorship 
of the wetland study. He said that 
the material is part of the “delibera-
tive process,” and its uncensored 
release would cause “public confu-
sion.” The federal government cre-
ated this type of exemption to allow 
staff to engage in candid dialogue 
without feeling they are operating 
in a fish bowl. However, federal 
agencies widely abuse this exemp-
tion, which open government advo-

cates call the “withhold it because 
you want to” exemption.  

A 2014 Associated Press report 
found that the use of the exemption 
was at an all-time high in 2013, despite 
attempts by President Barack Obama 
to curtail its abuse. Obama signed a 
few reforms to FOIA into law in mid-
2016. However, government agencies 
can still withhold documents they 
consider part of a “deliberative pro-
cess” for 25 years, if they are not in-
cluded as part of a final decision. 

If the VA decides to buy wetland 
credits rather than replacing wet-
lands at Alameda Point, the wetland 
feasibility study could remain cen-
sored for 25 years.

In the documents they finally 
shared with me, the VA redacted 
most of the table of contents and 
more than 300 lines of text. They 
withheld 14 of 57 pages in their 
entirety, including the appendix 
containing the “Soil Sample Horti-
cultural Laboratory Results.” Much 
of the information deemed “delib-
erative” that would cause “public 
confusion” is under the heading 
“Existing Conditions.” They heav-
ily censored facts about the exist-
ing conditions of the salt marsh, 
ponds, seawall, soils, salinity read-
ings, site topography as well as 
existing drainage, tidal flows and 
flood risk from FEMA maps. 

The study’s authors offer a 
glowing assessment of the potential 
for improving wetlands on the VA 
property. But their conclusion that 
“Substantial opportunities exist to 
expand and enhance the existing 

City of Alameda

This map depicts the wetlands at issue near the blue arrow. Other projects planned 
by the VA appear in the top left of the image.
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Drugs, money found in storage units
Investigators 
found more than 
100 pounds of pro-
cessed marijuana 
and a suitcase 
filled with $1.03 
million.


