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Date Rise Set
Today 6:31 19:46
April 19 6:29 19:47
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April 24 6:23 19:52

Betty Young

Alameda celebrates Easter 
in many different ways.
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Marina Demolition Under Study

Most Recent Election Tally 

Top Alameda Speller 
Qualifies for State Bee

Eric J. Kos
Alameda’s top speller, Ella 

Banchieri, an eighth grader at 
Lincoln Middle School, has been 
certified as an Alameda County 
Champion and will represent the 
county at the California State 
Spelling Bee, Saturday, May 4. 
Banchieri took second place at 
the Alameda County Junior High 
Spelling Bee on March 16. She came 
behind first-place speller Anisha 
Rao, an eighth grader at Fallon 
Middle School in the Dublin Unified 
School District.

Two students from each coun-
ty who have been certified as 
County Champions by their County 
Coordinator may advance to the 
state-level competition. The Marin 
County Office of Education coor-
dinates the California State Junior 
High Spelling Bee Championship for 
students in grades seven through 
nine. The state bee is held at Miller 
Creek Middle School in San Rafael. 

Alameda County Office of Education

Ella Banchieri displays her 
second-place spelling bee 
trophy.

Packed House Discusses 
Carnegie Library’s Future

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda County Registrar 

of Voters posted another voter 
results update of the April 9 special 
election on Friday, April 12.

This is the third update the 
Registrar’s office has released since 
last Tuesday’s election. The new 
results did not change much and 
Measure A is still expected to pass, 
while Measure B will most likely fail. 

Measure A, which supports the 
Alameda McKay Avenue Parcel 
Wellness Center Development, 
now has 11,330 approval votes 
and 10,183 dissenting votes. “Yes” 
votes now make up 52.67 percent of 
the overall votes, while “no” votes 
account for 47.33 percent of the 
vote. There was a small decrease 
in the percentage gap of “yes” 
and “no” votes from the previous 
update. In the second update “yes” 
votes held 52.75 of the voter count 
(“Latest Count: Measure A Passes, 
Measure B Does Not,” April 11). 
Measure A is backed by Alameda 
Point Collaborative (APC).

The gap between “yes” and “no” 
votes in Measure B, which supports 
the Alameda McKay Avenue Parcel 
Open Space Designation Initiative, 
also shortened slightly, but is still 
on course to fail. Currently, the 
registrar’s office reports that 11,908 
Alameda residents voted “no” on 
Measure B, compared to 9,392 who 
voted “yes.” Measure B is support-
ed by Friends of Crab Cove.

“No” votes account for 55.91 
percent of the total vote, while 
44.09 percent voted “yes” on the 
measure. The percentage also 
shortened since the last update. 
The April 11 update saw “no” votes 
receiving 56.12 percent of the vote, 
while “yes” votes received 43.88 
percent of total votes.

According to the county regis-
trar’s office, their department has 
28 days to make the voter results 
official. That means the official 
results will be revealed no later 
than Tuesday, May 7. 

Nonetheless, APC executive direc-
tor Doug Biggs has expressed his grat-
itude toward all Alameda residents 
for Measure A’s expected victory.

“On April 9 you voted with your 
heart and your mind,” wrote Biggs 
in a letter the Alameda Sun received. 
“You decided that Alameda and 
Alamedans can and should be lead-
ers to guide the way through chal-
lenging issues. Most importantly, you 
opened up a path for frail elderly 
homeless, homeless in need of medi-
cal support and fellow Alamedans 
who are at risk of losing their hous-
ing or recently made homeless to get 
the services they need.”

Biggs made it a point thank both 
Measure A and B supporters.

“To those of you that voted Yes 
on A and No on B — thank you for 
caring,” wrote Biggs. “Thank you 
for taking the time to learn about 
the project, and for sharing what 
you learned with your friends and 
neighbors. To those of you that 
voted yes on B — Thank you for 
being an extra voice asking hard 
questions that ensure this project 
will be what we have always said it 
would be: well designed, well run, 
and a benefit to the community and 
to the clients we will be serving.”

The passage of Measure A would 
confirm the City Council’s decision 
to permit the reuse of the vacant 
federal buildings on a 3.65-acre par-
cel on McKay Avenue for the devel-
opment of APC’s proposed wellness 
center for senior assisted living 
and supportive services for home-
less individuals. It would change 
the General Plan designation from 
“Federal Facilities” to “Office,” and 
remove the Government Combining 
District classification. This paves 
the way for APC to form the well-
ness center. APC currently leases 
the McKay Avenue facility from the 
federal government. The federal 
government said it would transfer 
the property over to APC once the 
general plan designation change is 
complete.

Contingent of Alamedans Raced 
at Boston Marathon April 15

Ekene Ikeme
Several Alamedans took part 

in the 123rd Boston Marathon 
Monday, April 15.

Seven Alameda residents trav-
eled to the East Coast to take part 
in prestigious long-distance race. 
Connie Shieh finished the 26.2-mile 
race with a time of 3:12:11. The 
31-year-old hit the halfway mark at 
1:31:12. She finished 4,777th overall 
and 464th in the women’s 18- to 
39-year-old division.

Abby Farmer, 36, finished with 
a time of 3:30:18. She finished in 
9,315th place overall and 1,704th 
place in the women’s 18- to 39-year-
old division. She hit the halfway 
mark at 1:43:39. 

Carrie Hahnel, 40, finished with 
a time of 3:40:23. Her time slotted 
her in 11,965th place overall and 
648 in the women’s 40- to 44-year-
old division. She hit the halfway 
mark at 1:45:28.

Trudi Seiwald posted a time of 
4:20:09. Her time put her in 20,142nd 
place overall. The 59-year-old fin-
ished 440th in the women’s 55- to 

59-year-old division. She crossed 
the halfway mark at 1:55:35. 

The times and placements of 
Nicole Farrington, 31, and Hallie 
Von Rock, 42, were not available on 
the Boston Marathon website.

John West was the only male of 
the seven Alamedans to compete in 
the Boston Marathon. The 57-year-
old finished with a time of 3:11:30. 
It put him at 4,650th overall and 
63rd in the men’s 55- to 59 year-old 
division. He hit the halfway mark 
at 1:33:35.

Lawrence Cherono was the 
first person to cross the finish line 
in Monday’s event. The Kenyan 
finished with a time of 2:07:57. 
Worknesh Degefa was the first 
female to cross the finish line. The 
Ethiopian finished with a time of 
2:23:31.

More than 30,000 runners 
were expected to participate in 
the 123rd edition of the race. The 
26.2-mile route begins on Main 
Street in Hopkinton, a small town 
in Middlesex County, Mass. The 

Seven Island City runners competed
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Dennis Evanosky
The sad news that Richard 

“Dick” Cole died on April 9 at the 
age of 103 marked the passing of 
the last of the “Doolittle Raiders.”

Cole literally had a front-row 
seat next to Lt. Col. Jimmy Doolittle 
as the copilot in the No.1 bomber. 
Doolittle and Cole joined navigator 
Lt. Henry A. Potter, bombardier 
SSgt. Fred A. Braemer and engineer 
gunner SSgt. Paul J. Leonard as the 
first of the raid’s 16 B-25s to fly over 

Japan and the first to drop a bomb 
load — four incendiaries aimed at a 
large factory.

Doolittle then flew his plane 
west to China. However, fuel was 
running low and heavy fog set in.  
Because he was unable to find 
an airfield, Doolittle ordered his 
crew to bail out before the B-25 
crashed. The entire crew survived, 
however. 

Cole later related how his para-
chute got stuck in a pine tree, 

Dennis Evanosky
On April 4, the city’s Historical 

Advisory Board (HAB) held a pub-
lic hearing to consider a certificate 
of approval to allow Pacific Shops, 
Inc. to demolish 24 buildings “with-
in the Alameda Marina Historic 
District.” According to the city, the 
demolition work would “meet the 
objectives of the Alameda Marina 
Master Plan.” 

Pacific Shops, Inc. would install 
interpretive signage and insti-
tute a history walk program as 
a component of the mitigation 
measures that the environmental 
impact report requires should the 
demolition proceed. “No further 

environmental review is required 
under the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) to proceed with 
demolishing these buildings,” the 
city states. 

In 2017 HAB designated 17 
buildings at the Marina as con-
tributing buildings and features 
to the Alameda Marina Historic 
District. Pacific Shops, Inc. is 
asking to demolish all but six of 
these. 

Three of the seven commercial 
buildings on the site have been 
determined to be individually eli-
gible for the National Register of 
Historic Places. None of these are 
scheduled for demolition.

Last Doolittle Raider 
Passes at age 103

Colorized image by Lori Lang

Bomber crew one took off in the lead bomber of the Doolittle Raid. Left to right: 
Navigator Lt. Henry A. Potter, Pilot Lt. Col. James H. Doolittle, Bombardier SSgt. Fred 
A. Braemer, Co-Pilot Lt. Richard E. Cole and Engineer Gunner SSgt. Paul J. Leonard.

Sun Staff Reports with photo by Amos White

If the turnout at The Local coffeehouse last Saturday is any indication, Alamedans 
have a strong interest in the future of the Alameda Carnegie Library across from 
City Hall. A development team looking to turn the former library, dormant since 

1998, into the Carnegie Innovation Hall, a place of art, science and community, has 
a well-developed plan for the building. The new concept for the library and develop-
ment team have been designed by the library’s neighbor Michael Sturtz, founder of 
the Crucible, an industrial arts community in Oakland. The team will  
continue to host community workshops; meetings and surveys as their plans develop. 
The team is also looking to create a Community Advisory Board of influential Island 
City residents. For more information visit www.carnegieinnovationhall.org.

dangling him some 12 feet above 
the ground. He was able to free 
himself and made his way to a 
Chinese village. He rejoined the rest 
of the crew. Zhu Xuesan, a primary 
school teacher who could speak 
some English, played an important 
role in reuniting Doolittle with his 
Raiders. 

Steve Losey of the Air Force 
Times writes that “after the raid, 
Cole served in the China-Burma-
India Theater until June 1943, and 
then volunteered for Project 9, 
which led to the creation of the 1st 
Air Commando Group.” 

Losey also relates that Cole said 
that Doolittle feared his audacious 
mission had failed, because all 
planes and some of his airmen were 
lost. Three airmen died bailing out, 
and eight others were captured by 
the Japanese.”

The Doolittle Raid has a special 
place in Alameda history. Not only 
did USS Hornet (CV-8) carry the 
planes and personnel for the raid 
from the Naval Air Station here, 
but Jimmy Doolittle was born in 
Alameda in a house that still stands 
on Foley Street.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Doolittle’s copilot died in San Antonio, Tex., April 9


