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Lagoon Lowering Set
The Alameda West Lagoon 

Homeowners Association has an-
nounced that workers will begin 
lowering the water in Alameda’s 
west lagoons starting next Monday, 
April 20. They will begin refilling 
the lagoons on Thursday, May 14. 

Members of the association 
should take this opportunity to 
remove excess debris, as well as 
grasses and coral from the lagoon 
walls. They should place the de-
bris in containers in front of their 
homes for pickup. 

“Lowering is not done arbi-
trarily,” said association president 
Robert Reeves. Tides significantly 
impact the flow of water in the la-
goons, and workers have to lower 
the lagoons during low tide and 
raise them during high tide. 

Chinese Club Offers 
Scholarships

The Alameda Chinese Club was 
founded in 1976 as a social club for 
Bay Area Chinese Americans. The 
club provides educational and rec-
reational activities. For the past 36 
years the club has provided schol-
arships for Chinese-American high 
school graduates pursuing higher 
education.   

This year the club is awarding 
three $500 scholarships.  Applica-
tions are available from counsel-
ors at Alameda and Encinal high 
schools. The deadline for applying 
for a scholarship is Friday, May 1. 
Call Sandy Kiyomura at 865-5496 to 
learn more about the scholarships.

The club welcomes new mem-
bers. Call Dolly Fong at 523-3102 to 
join.

Long Made Permanent  
AFD Chief

City Manager John Russo has 
made the city’s Interim Fire Chief 
Doug Long’s position permanent. 
Long has served as acting chief 
of the Alameda Fire Department 
(AFD) since  
Mike D’Orazi 
retired in De-
cember. 

L o n g 
joined AFD as 
a firefighter in 
1988.  In 1997 
he was pro-
moted to lieu-
tenant; two 
years later 
he pinned on 
captain’s bars. He became a divi-
sion chief, serving as shift platoon 
commander in 2011. The depart-
ment placed him in charge of spe-
cial operations which includes haz-
ardous materials, technical rescue, 
and marine operations. 

Last year the department as-
signed Long to the deputy fire chief 
position where he has had over-
sight of operational divisions in-
cluding fire prevention. Chief Long 
earned his Associate Degree from 
Chabot College in Fire Technol-
ogy. Throughout his career he has 
continued his education in the fire 
service by taking numerous classes 
and earning certifications from 
the California State Fire Marshal. 
Chief Long is also a member of the  

California Conference of Arson In-
vestigators.

Long graduated from Alameda 
High School in 1981 and earned a 
living by working in local business-
es prior to joining AFD. He worked 
for Tuckers Ice Cream, Svendsen’s 
Boat Works, and Buestad Construc-
tion. He is married and has four 
grown sons and stepsons.

Rotary Offers Scholarships
Each year the Rotary Club of 

Alameda confers academic schol-
arships to outstanding students 
attending high schools in Alameda.  
This year the club will award more 
than $20,000, ranging from $500 for 
vocational scholarships to $3,000 
for academic scholarships. Crite-
ria include academic achievement, 
community service involvement, 
extra-curriculum activity participa-
tion, financial need and quality of 
the oral interview.

In addition, two $500 fine arts 
scholarships will be awarded based 
on nominations from the high 
school principals. Rotary encour-
ages students attending all high 
schools in Alameda to apply. 

Applications are available at 
www.alamedarotary.org. 

Applicants must submit the 
forms electronically to Karen Ken-
ney at karenkenney1954@gmail.com 
no later than Thursday, April 30. 

Applications will be screened 
and invited to interview before 
Rotary’s Scholarship Committee 
on May 20 and 21. Rotary will rec-
ognize the winners at it scholar-
ship award luncheon on Tuesday, 
June 2.

Michele Ellson
The Alamedan

The City Council will get its first 
look at proposed budgets for the 
next two years at a budget hear-
ing this evening. The special meet-
ing starts at 6 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall. 

The city has prepared an $80.5 
million General Fund budget for 
the 2015-16 fiscal year. The budget 
contains no cuts, a projected $1.4 
million surplus and a fund balance 
of more than $30 million. However,  
salaries and benefits are expected to 
push the city’s spending to increase 
to $83.1 million in 2016-17. This 
could mean some depletion of the 
balance or that cuts are in the offing.

The City Council is scheduled 
to discuss additional details at 
two budget hearings — the first at 
6 p.m., Wednesday, April 29, when 
Council members are also expected 
to consider approving new public 
safety contracts; and the second 
at its Tuesday, May 12 meeting. 
The Council expected to vote on 
the budget on Tuesday, June 2. The 
city’s fiscal year begins on July 1. 

The General Fund budget cov-
ers many of the city’s services, in-
cluding salaries and benefits; near-
ly 80 percent of the budget funds 
safety services. Other city funds 
cover streets and sidewalks, debt 
payments and some park services; 
the library is largely covered by a 
separate fund, as is the city’s plan-
ning department, which is required 
to be self-sufficient.

The city is on track to bring in 
$5.8 million more in revenue and 
spend $2.9 million less than fore-
cast this year — factors which will 
help the city build a fund balance of 
38 percent of its general fund bud-
get. City policy requires the city to 
maintain a fund balance of 20 per-
cent of general fund spending.

Rising costs could deplete that 
fund balance by $13 million over 
the next five years in spite of pro-
jected revenue growth, if city lead-
ers choose to forgo cost-saving 
measures for upcoming budgets, 
according to a staff presentation 
to be offered Thursday. City staff-
ers are projecting a $1.1 million 

deficit in 2016-17 and deficits of be-
tween $2.7 million and $5.3 million 
through 2019-20.

Proposals for tackling those 
deficits include spending fund bal-
ance reserves, departmental bud-
get cuts, putting an increase in the 
city’s utility users’ tax on the 2016 
ballot and cutting part-time staffing 
and overtime costs.

The city’s costs for the next few 
years will depend in part on whether 
councilmembers approve new con-
tracts for city workers. The City Coun-
cil will consider new public safety 
contracts on April 29. The proposed 
contracts contain both raises and a 
new trust fund to save money for re-
tiree health costs that both the city 
and its police and firefighters will pay 
into. Contracts for the city’s non-safe-
ty workers expire in December. One 
other factor: The performance of pen-
sion manager CalPERS’ investments 
also play a role in the outcome.

The city is projected to pay 50 
cents per dollar of salary to fund 
safety workers’ retirement ben-
efits in 2019-20, up from 37 cents in 
2012-13, and 24 cents on the dollar 
for non-safety workers’ retirement 
benefits, up from 13 cents in 2012-
13. Retiree health costs, meanwhile, 
will increase to $4.4 million in 2020 
for all city staffers if the city con-
tinues to pay the bills only as they 
come due without saving for future 
costs, with $4 million of that for 
safety workers alone.

Some other factors influencing 
costs include two new informa-
tion technology jobs in the city 
manager’s office, a placeholder for 
$500,000 in additional overtime 
costs the fire department could in-
cur if an expiring federal grant fund-
ing six firefighters isn’t renewed 
and elimination of the fire depart-
ment’s short-lived non-emergency 
transport service, which ferried pa-
tients to and from doctor’s appoint-
ments and care facilities.

Outgoing City Manager John Rus-
so put the city on a two-year budget 
cycle in 2013 in order to give staff 
and councilmembers more time to 
deal with other business. 

Read more Alameda news at 
www.thealamedan.org. 
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David Long

Council Gets Special 
Budget Overview Tonight

Developer Returns 
with Clement Plans

Buildings Once 
Part of Active 
Shipyard

Hahn Just Barely 
Misses Golf Cut

Ekene Ikeme
Alameda native James Hahn’s 

run at the 2015 Masters Tourna-
ment in Augusta, Ga. ended before 
the third round, but not before leav-
ing an unforgettable impression on 
those in attendance. Hahn shot a 
three-over-par 147 after two rounds 
at the major tournament.

Hahn posted a solid one-over-par 
73 in the first round of his first major 
tournament putting him on course 
to make the projected cut after the 
second round — after the second 
round of a golf tournament the field 
is cut. At the Masters the field is cut 
by the score of the 50th place golfer 
at the end of the second round. The 
cut line was two-over-par 146 at this 
year’s tournament. 

Because Hahn, an Alameda High 
graduate, scored a one over in the 
first round, Hahn entered Friday’s 
second round with a good chance 
to play onto the weekend with an-
other strong performance — mak-
ing the cut is important for golf-
ers, not only does it ensure them a 
larger purse at the tournament, but 

it increases their ranking, which 
makes them eligible for future pres-
tigious tournaments. 

However, things took a turn for the 
worse for Hahn on the first hole of the 
second round. While attempting to 
putt, his ball moved as he addressed 
the shot. In golf, if a golfer’s move-
ments causes the ball to move the 
ball must be placed back at the origi-
nal spot or the ball has to be dropped 
and putted at the new location. 

If the golfer plays the ball with-
out taking the appropriate action 
they are given a one-stroke penalty 
even if the golfer did not know the 
ball moved. Because Hahn played 
the ball without moving it back or 
taking a drop, he was later given 
the one-stroke penalty. He scored a 
bogey on the hole with the penalty. 
What made the circumstance more 
heartbreaking was Hahn reported 
the infraction himself. The ball 
moved just slightly and Hahn pos-
sibly could have gotten away with it 
had he not reported it. 

“I called a penalty on myself on 

Dennis Evanosky
Last February, Southern Cali-

fornia developer City Ventures 
approached the city about de-
veloping the 2.78-acre property 
bounded by Clement Avenue on 
the north, Eagle Avenue on the 
south, Willow Street on the west 
and a line drawn to the Alameda 
Unified School District’s ware-
house on Clement from the dead 
end of Mulberry Street on the east. 
The site, which does not include 
the AUSD building, currently hous-
es structures that trace their roots 
to Pacific Bridge Company’s World 
War II ship and barge-building op-
erations (See sidebar.)  

According to its plans for “2100 
Clement,” City Ventures hopes to 
build homes for 58 families. These 
include 46 attached single-family 
homes — each between 1,500 and 
1,900-square-feet in size — in nine 
three-story buildings: four along 
the 2100 block Eagle Avenue and 
five more within the complex. The 
developer’s plans show each of 
these homes with a front yard and 
balcony. 

In addition the developer told 
the city that it also hopes to build 
12 triplexes — each between 2,100 
and 2,800 square feet in size — in 
four two-story buildings along Wil-
low Street. City Ventures will offer 
eight units as affordable hous-
ing: three for very low-income 
residents, two for low-income 
residents and three for moderate-
income residents. 

A homeowners’ association 
would manage the 4,300-square-
foot park planned for the develop-
ment. The developer told the city 
that each home would have an at-
tached two-car garage and that the 
development would have 21 addi-
tional parking spaces for guests. 

Vehicles would enter the com-
plex on Eagle Avenue, something 
the Planning Board criticized at 
a March 9 workshop it held with 
City Ventures. Renowned Alam-
eda builder Joseph A. Leonard, fa-
mous for Alameda’s Leonardville, 

built four of the homes in the 2100 
block of Eagle. According to ship-
building historian Tim Colton, Pa-
cific Bridge Company either tore 
down or relocated homes when it 
built its operations. These homes 
likely stood on Eagle Avenue and 
could have been ones built by 
Leonard. 

The Planning Board was sched-
uled to consider the project at last 
Monday’s meeting but city staff 
requested a continuance until 
the board’s next meeting on Mon-
day, April 27. The Planning Board 
meets at 7 p.m. in the City Council 
chambers at City Hall, 2263 Santa 
Clara Ave.

In other meeting news, the 
city’s Transportation Commission 
is set to consider Harbor Bay Fer-
ry parking recommendations at its 
Wednesday, April 22, meeting. The 
Public Works Department has up-
dated the final recommendations 
to alleviate parking concerns re-
lated to the Harbor Bay Ferry. 

These include adding 46 un-
restricted parking spaces on the 
bayside of Harbor Bay Parkway; 
removing the left-turn lane for 
northbound Harbor Bay Parkway 
at Adelphian Way, so motorists 
can make proper U-turns and con-
tinuing to review spillover parking 
and provide additional improve-
ments, if needed.

The commission meets at 7 
p.m. in the City Council chambers 
at City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.
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These renderings depict what the new structures on 
Clement Avenue at Willow Street (above) and Eagle 
Avenue from Willow to Mulberry streets will look like. 

Dennis Evanosky

A cyclist passes 2100 Clement Ave. the site of a new development project in town.
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The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice (USFWS) and the Golden Gate 
Audubon Society are looking for 
dedicated volunteers who love 
birds and want to help protect local 
endangered species the least tern.

Each volunteer is required to 
attend one training session per 
year and must commit to a mini-
mum of three tern watch shifts per 

year. Training sessions take place 
Wednesday, April 29, and Thurs-
days, April 30, and May 28, from 6 
to 8:45 p.m. and Saturday, May 30, 
from 10 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

All four training sessions will be 
held at the USFWS office, 2275 Mon-
arch St. in Alameda. Binoculars are 
recommended. RSVP is required. 
Call Susan Euing at 521-9717 or 
email susan_euing@yahoo.com.

Help Protect Least Terns

Dennis Evanosky
The non-descript graffiti-

ridden building at 2100 Clement 
Avenue once housed workshops 
for Pacific Bridge Company, one 
of the prestigious “Six Compa-
nies” that built the Hoover Dam. 
During World War II, “Six Compa-
nies” rolled up their collective 
sleeves and help restore Pearl 
Harbor after the Japanese attack. 
They built airstrips and held a 
majority ownership interest in 
the Joshua Hendy Iron Works 
in Sunnyvale whose assembly 
line built reciprocating steam 
engines for 754 Liberty ships. 
The companies teamed up with 
one of its members Henry J. Kai-
ser (from the Hoover Dam days 
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