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In what was predicted to be the last major 

rainstorm of the season last Thursday night 
wind gusts that reached 80 mph in some 
parts of the Bay Area caused a five-story tree 
to become wedged between two Alameda 
homes. Fairfield’s Arbor Unlimited needed to 
coordinate the efforts of three cranes in order 
to extract the tree without further damaging 
the Gold Coast homes at the intersection of 
Grand Street and San Jose Avenue.

Arbor Unlimited completed most of the job 
Friday, with cleanup efforts continuing into 
Saturday. Public Works closed Grand Street to 
traffic for most of the afternoon Friday while 
the tree crews arranged their cranes and 
reduced the tree to logs and wood chips in the 
middle of the thoroughfare.

“If we could have gotten away with one 
[crane] we would have. There were no other 
options,” Arbor Unlimited’s president Chad 
Morin said. “The difficult we do first, the 
impossible just takes a little longer.” According 
to Morin, the tree was an incense cedar esti-
mated at 75 years of age.

A worker on the scene described the situ-
ation, which had the bottom end of the tree 
stuck in one house while the top rested on its 
neighbor’s roof as, “crazy.” 

According to the work crew, one crane 
lowered a worker who affixed the other two 
cranes to either end of the tree, securing it, and 
preventing further damage to the homes before 
the tree was cut. A few spectators watched the 
project unfold from nearby sidewalks.
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TODAY IS

SCRABBLE DAY

Three Cranes Required to Extract Giant Cedar from Pair of Homes

Dennis Evanosky
In 1981, Patricia Anderson of 

the Contra Costa County Sheriff’s 
Office decided it was time to cele-
brate and thank police dispatchers. 
From Anderson’s idea grew Nation-
al Public Safety Telecommunica-
tors’ Week, a celebration that runs 
from April 9 to 15 this year. 

The festivities began early for 
many dispatchers who attended 
the 32nd Annual Alameda County 
Public Safety Dispatcher Recogni-
tion Banquet last Saturday, April 
8. While this was a special night 
for some, other dispatchers stayed 
behind at their respective agencies 
and held down the fort.

“The Alameda Police Depart-
ment would like to extend a special 
thank you to 18-year veteran dis-
patcher JoAnn Gonzales who repre-
sented the Alameda Police Depart-
ment at the banquet since 1999,” 
said APD Lt. Jill Ottaviano. Gonzales 
has served as the banquet’s commit-
tee treasurer for the past four years. 

“Our dispatchers are amazing 
and often work under very stressful 
situations. They are the first voice 
the public hears when calling the 
police,” said Ottaviano. “I could not 
pretend to do the job and we should 
take time out not only this week but 
every day to appreciate how easy 
they make a very difficult job look.” 

Dennis Evanosky
John L. Lipp is settling in to 

his new job as acting director at 
Friends of Alameda Animal Shelter 
(FAAS). Lipp stepped in to replace 
Nancy Baglietto who resigned from 
her position as FAAS’ director on 
March 18 to take a position in 
Grass Valley (“Shelter’s Executive 
Director to Step Down,” March 16). 
Lipp resigned from FAAS’ board of 
directors and accepted the posi-
tion as the organization’s acting 
director. He began working on 
Monday, March 27. 

Lipp served as president and 
CEO of Pets Are Wonderful Support 
(PAWS) in San Francisco from 2004 
to 2011. He had been sitting on the 
FAAS board since 2011. He has also 
sat as a board member and served 
as board president for the Humane 
Society of Silicon Valley. When he 
accepted the position at FAAS, 
Lipp was working as the execu-
tive director at Court Appointed 
Special Advocates (CASA), an orga-
nization that supports abused and 
neglected children. 

He is a nationally known lead-
er in the nonprofit sector with 

comprehensive experience in 
fundraising, executive leadership 
and transition, governance, com-
munity engagement and program 
development. 

He has worked with a variety 
of organizations over the past 28 

years and has served as a train-
er and keynote speaker for local, 
national and international audi-
ences. His book, The Complete 
Idiot’s Guide to Recruiting and 
Managing Volunteers, was pub-
lished in October 2009 by Alpha/
Penguin. In 2015, he was a fea-
tured contributor to the anthology 
Volunteer Engagement 2.0: Ideas 
and Insights Changing the World 
from Jossey-Bass. 

John served as a mem-
ber of the faculty for San Jose 
State University’s Continuing 
Education Program in Nonprofit 
Management for more than 10 
years and was also an instruc-
tor for CompassPoint Nonprofit 
Services in San Francisco. John 
and his husband Peter share their 
Alameda home with two wonder-
ful rescues, their pup Lucy, and 
the grand duke of the house, their 
kitty Rex.

Courtesy photo

John Lipp takes a moment 
with the grand duke of his 
household, Rex the Cat. 

Lipp Steps in as FAAS Acting Director

Dispatchers Honored

Sun Staff Reports
The Coast Guard Cutter Munro 

(WMSL 755), the military service’s 
newest National Security Cutter 
arrived at its homeport at Coast 
Guard Island on April 6. Munro is 
the sixth National Security Cutter 
the Coast Guard has commissioned 
and the fourth homeported in Al-
ameda, joining the cutters Stratton, 
Waesche and Bertholf. 

“As a proud ‘Coast Guard City,’ 
Alameda welcomes the crew of the 
Munro to its new homeport at Coast 
Guard Island,” said Mayor Trish 
Herrera Spencer. 

Munro will routinely conduct 
operations from South America to 
the Bering Sea. These will include 
protecting American fishing vessel 
and providing search and rescue, 
counter-narcotics and homeland 

security operations. 
Munro was commissioned in 

Seattle on March 31 to honor the 
Coast Guard’s only Medal of Honor 
recipient, Signalman First Class 
Douglas A. Munro (1919-1942). 
Munro was mortally wounded in 
action in the Guadalcanal campaign 
of World War II. 

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Petty Officer 1st Class Zac Crawford 

Crew members aboard the Coast Guard Cutter Munro take time for a photograph 
with members of the Navy League’s Seattle Council. The Coast Guard christened the 
cutter in Seattle on March 31. The Monro arrived at its homeport — Coast Guard 
Island — on April 6.  

Monro Comes Home

Play Ball!
Photo & Story by  
Dennis Evanosky

Mayor Trish Spencer invited 
a few of her friends — all 
baseball fans — to join her 

on the City Hall steps last Friday. 
The United States Conference of 
Mayors has invited Spencer and 
other mayors across the land to 
“Play Ball” in a joint program coor-
dinated by Major League Baseball 
and USA Baseball. Above all “Play 
Ball” hopes to reach out to kids who 
don’t normally play the game. This 
year’s program aims to energize 
communities like Alameda and gen-
erate support and love for baseball 
and softball.

Renters Rally 
at Council

Courtesy photo

Members of the Alameda Renters Coalition gathered at 
city hall last Tuesday before the Council Meeting.

Ekene Ikeme
City staff proposed several 

clarifying amendments of the 
Rent Review, Rent Stabilization 
and Limitations on Evictions 
Ordinance at an extended City 
Council meeting Friday, April 7. 
The proposed changes were not 
recommended to overhaul the or-
dinance, but to fix certain discrep-
ancies. 

For example, under the origi-
nal ordinance landlords are not 
required to pay a relocation fee 
if a lease agreement has expired. 
Staff said some landlords are us-
ing a loophole by offering tenants 
multiple short, fixed-term leases 
(i.e. less than a year) at the end 
of an initial one-year lease agree-
ment. This allows a unit to still be 
occupied, while keeping the abil-
ity to not renew an agreement and 
raise the price once it is vacated. 

The staff recommendation will 
force landlords to offer just one 
short, fixed-term agreement af-
ter an initial lease agreemen. Any 
agreement thereafter must be for 
at least a year. 

Other proposed amendments 
include redefining the number 
of allowable “no cause” termina-
tions. The amendment states if 
a property has seven to 10 occu-
pied units, a landlord may utilize 
one monthly and two annual “no 
cause” evictions. For properties 
with six or fewer occupied units, 
one annual. 

Also, staff proposed revisions 
to eliminate the payment of relo-
cation fees when a governmental 
order to vacate has been issued 

through no fault of the landlord, 
(e.g. natural disasters). Staff also 
recommended landlords distribute 
one-half of the relocation fee three 
business days from when the ten-
ant notifies the landlord the tenant 
will vacate on the day set forth in 
the notice to vacate. The other half 
is due within three business days 
of the vacate day for “no cause” 
and “no fault” evictions. 

The amendments come around 
the one-year anniversary of the 
ordinance taking effect. City Coun-
cil implemented the ordinance, on 
a temporary basis, on March 31, 
2016. The ordinance was confirmed 
at the November election when 
Measure L1, Rent Stabilization Act, 
passed with 11,954 “yes” votes.

City staff released the ordi-
nance’s annual report on April 
4. The report revealed, among 
other things, that there were 456 
rent payment increases submit-
ted by landlords. Only 22 were an 
increase of less than 5 percent, 
while 149 submissions were for 
more than 5 percent. There were 
also 87 termination of tenancy 
submissions, with just 62 deemed 
valid by the Rent Review Advisory 
Committee.

The amendment agenda was 
to be heard at the Tuesday, April 
4, City Council meeting, but the 
meeting ran long. Council recon-
vened on Friday.

To view the rent ordinance 
annual report or the proposed 
amendments, visit the city’s web-
site https://alamedaca.gov. 

Contact Ekene Ikeme at 
eikeme@alamedasun.com.

Lipp is a nation-
ally known leader 
in the nonprofit 
sector.


