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Date Rise Set
Today 6:42 19:39
April 10 6:41 19:40
April 11 6:40 19:41
April 12 6:38 19:42
April 13 6:37 19:43
April 14 6:35 19:43
April 15 6:34 19:44
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Alamedans’ opinions continue 
to fly on multiple topics.
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Coronavirus Updates
Pandemic sweeping nation, world

Eric J. Kos
Alameda has been doing 

its part to practice social dis-
tancing and prevent the spread 
of Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) as residents pro-
ceed through 
the third week 
of sheltering in 
place. It remains 
difficult to find 
toilet paper and 
other key sup-
plies on store 
shelves. While 
many non-essen-
tial businesses 
have shut down or converted to 
virtual services, others continue 
to operate, defying the shelter-
in-place order. 

Homeowners need to discon-
tinue their non-essential garden-
ing service at 
this time. With 
so many stuck 
at home, no one 
needs the noise 
and dust cre-
ated — not to 
mention the risk 
of spreading 
disease. On my 
delivery route 
last week I counted 10 gardening 
services out before 8 a.m. blow-
ing away like nothing is happen-
ing. No one cares what your lawn 
looks like right now.

Update from the Supervisor
Alameda County Supervisor 

Wilma Chan recently wrote 
the following to her District 3 
Community which includes 
Alameda.

“The County of Alameda is 
committed to keeping the public 
informed as we work together to 
stop the spread of COVID-19. 

The public can read updates 
from the Alameda County Public 
Health Department (ACPHD) and 
find resources for community 
members who 
have been affect-
ed by COVID-19.” 

For up-to-
date data and 
answers to fre-
quently asked 
questions, visit 
ACPHD’s dedi-
cated COVID-
19 web page at 
www.acphd.org/2019-ncov.aspx. 

Free Help Available
A Bay Area therapist and UC 

Berkeley graduate wrote to the 
Alameda Sun announcing the 
availability of free mental health 
counseling during this crisis. 
Irem Chosky, a licensed mental 
health therapist and the direc-
tor of a non-profit offering men-
tal-health and substance-abuse 
treatment. Chosky has experi-
ence providing mental health 
therapy and workshops.

“My hope is that this would 
help community members who 
may be experiencing more 
stress and anxi-
ety than usual,” 
stated Chosky. 
“I want them 
to know they 
have an outlet 
without having 
to worry about 
their finances. I 
provide support 
in multiple lan-
guages.”

To get started, visit www.
iremchoksy.com.

Take a Guided Tour
Did you know? Crab Cove 

Visitors Center has a self-guided 
virtual tour. Visit https://tinyurl.
com/svcm73n. Might make for 
a nice activity for the kids on 
a rainy day. Thanks to Sharol 
Embry for the tip. 

Creating a Safe Space
Karl Robrock wrote in say-

ing his family had a “fantastic 
Sunday hanging out with neigh-
bors (at a distance).” The neigh-
bors had kids play in the streets 
with a 6-foot wide “demilitarized 
zone” drawn in chalk to keep the 
kids socially distant (see photo 
above.) “Feeling blessed to live 
where we do!” wrote Robrock. “Is 
Alameda is becoming the utopia I 
always dreamed it could be?”

Get a Tax Break
The Alameda County 

Treasurer-Tax Collector (TTC) 
plans to work with taxpayers on 
an individual basis to address 
hardships caused by COVID-19 

and the shelter-
in-place order. 
Beginning after 
the property-tax 
delinquent date, 
which remains 
this Friday, April 
10, the TTC 
office will make 
available a pen-
alty cancellation 

request form specifically related 
to COVID-19. 

Taxpayers will need to sub-
mit the appeal form and to sign 
a statement, under penalties of 
perjury, to represent that they 

were unable to 
pay on time for 
reasons related 
to the impacts of 
the corona virus 
from “reasonable 
cause and circum-
stances beyond 
the taxpayer’s 
control” under 
current state law. 

Valid reasons to seek penalty 
cancellation, which may change 
if state law changes, may include 
illness, recent effects from under- 
or unemployment, and business 
losses (including loss of rental 
income). Eligible taxpayers will 
include homeowners, small 
businesses and small landlords. 
Documentation will be required, 
specific to COVID-19. A special 
team in the TTC office will be 
set up to process these requests, 
and we will attempt to respond to 
all requests within 60 days.

TTC continues to ask all 
those who are not impacted by 
COVID-19 to pay by April 10. The 
office remains open and operat-

ing, receiving mail 
and answering 
the phones, but 
not accepting in-
person payments. 
Sign up to receive 
the Treasurer-
Tax Collector’s 
updates and press 
releases at https://
treasurer.acgov.
org/TreasurerBlog.

Dance/10 Now Virtual
DANCE/10 Performing Arts 

Center has been educating 
Alamedans and Bay Area resi-
dents in the art of dance and 
theater for the past 36 years. 
On March 13, Dance/10 ended 
face-to-face instruction to align 
with the Alameda Unified School 
District’s decision to close the 
schools. The faculty has created 
more than 40 hours of recorded 
content for students.  

April 1 marked the first day 
of classes online with tap stu-
dents practicing in a Live Zoom 

session. For fur-
ther details call 
(510) 339-3345 or 
for class informa-
tion visit www.
dance10.org.

Please note
The Alameda 

Sun has discon-
tinued free door-
to-door delivery 

during this period of social dis-
tancing. To continue to receive a 
printed newspaper, please send 
a check for $25 to Alameda Sun 
Subscriptions, 3215J Encinal Ave., 
Alameda CA 94501, or see www.
alamedasun.com/subscribe.

Subscribers please bear with 
us as we are now arranging to 
have papers delivered by the 
U.S. Postal Service.

The Sun has seen an unprec-
edented decrease in its advertis-
ing base it took 20 years to build. 
Many thousands of dollars have 
been lost. We could have chosen 
to cut papers or people and we 
chose papers. Copies are still 
available for free at many loca-
tions in town or print your own 
from alamedasun.com.

Top to bottom: Alameda Spirit by Gaby 
Dolphin; demilitarized zone courtesy og 
Karl Robrock; sidewalk hug courtesy of 

Julie Stonehouse; Stay home campaign by 
Maurice Ramirez Photography

Mayor’s New Update

City’s Update on Disease

Alamedans Retool to Fabricate Medical Masks

Floyd Hunter
July 22, 1925 – March 25, 2020

Local Deaths

Photo & story by  
Maurice Ramirez

On April 2, volunteers unloaded 
4,500 pounds of polyethylene tere-
phthalate (PET) rolls, a form of 
polyester (just like the clothing 
fabric), donated by Coca-Cola and 
sorted sheets for delivery to a num-
ber of local makers spaces produc-
ing personal protective equipment 
for hospital staff around the Bay 

Area. The material will be made into 
face shields.

“This is about 2 percent of the 
total needed” according to Danny 
Beesley of the College of Alameda 
FabLab, the head coordinator of 
the massive East Bay effort. “Kaiser, 
for example, needs 6 million units.”

From hacker spaces, fabrication 
shops, clothiers, upholstery shops, 
maker spaces, private 3D printers, 

logistics coordinators and project 
managers, people are contributing 
their hardware, raw materials and 
skills out of pocket toward out-
fitting healthcare workers on the 
front lines.

In the photo above, Jennifer 
Serr, owner of The Sewing Room, 
has changed her focus to manu-
facture cloth masks to combat the 
spread of coronavirus. 

After almost 95 
years on Earth,  our 
father, Floyd Hunter 
took his last breath 
on March 25, 2020.  

Floyd attended 
South San Francisco 
High School where he 
was a standout foot-
ball player and track 
star. Upon graduat-
ing, he enlisted in 
the U.S. Marine Corps during World 
War II. He was assigned to the 3rd 
Marine Division and fought in the 
liberation of Guam. A few months 
later, he landed on Iwo Jima, where 
he was wounded and earned a 
Purple Heart. He was 19 years old.

After a medical discharge from 
the Marines, he graduated from San 
Jose State University, where he was 
president of the Sigma Nu fraternity. 
He later earned a master’s degree 
and had a long career as a high-
school teacher and administrator.

Floyd was a member of the 
Disabled Veterans of America, the 

Iwo Jima Association 
of America and 
the USMC Combat 
C o r r e s p o n d e n t s 
Association.

He was once 
named California 
Educator of the Year. 
Floyd was a life-long 
fisherman, boat and 
water man, founding 
a fishing club and a 

club for boating singles. Most of all, 
he was a loving father. A long-time 
Alameda resident and local politi-
cal activist, he lived a unique and 
happy lifestyle for 45 years, living on 
a floating home at Barnhill Marina.

Floyd is survived by sons Dutch 
Hunter, Mark Hunter, daughter 
Holly Schalla, daughter-in-law Julie 
Hunter and grandchildren Jesse 
and Dylan Hunter and Chelsea and 
Trevor Schalla. He is pre-deceased 
by his son Gary Hunter.

Rest in peace, Dad. We love you.

Sun Staff Reports
As of April 5 cases of COVID-19 

in the United States tripled from 
last week to 337,072, the most in 
any country in the world, with 
9,619 deaths. Worldwide, there 
are 1,272,115 COVID-19 cases and 
69,374 deaths. In California, there 
are 13,438 cases and 319 deaths. 
In Alameda County, there are 539 

cases and 12 deaths. 
Bay Area health officials are 

recommending residents cover 
their nose and mouth with cloth 
when leaving home for essen-
tial activities, including medical 
appointments, grocery shopping 
and pharmacy visits. 

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) shares this 

recommendation and offers steps 
for how to make a face cover-
ing at home here. Recent studies 
show that a significant portion of 
individuals with coronavirus lack 
symptoms (“asymptomatic”) and 
that even those who eventually 
develop symptoms (“pre-symp-
tomatic”) can transit the virus to 

b LOCAL: Page 9

CIF Ends High 
School Spring 
Sports Season

b COVID: Page 6

Marilyn Ezzy Ashcraft
Two developments last week 

signal how serious the battle 
against COVID-19 has become, and 
how seriously we must engage in 
this fight to contain its spread: 
public health officers from the Bay 
Area’s six most populous counties 
issued a new shelter-in-place order 
that imposes increased limitations 
on travel, activity and essential 
business functions until May 3. 
They also recommended the use 
of face coverings when in public to 
conduct essential activities.

Alameda County Public Health 
Officer Dr. Erica Pan explained that 
since March 17 when the original 
Shelter-in-Place order took effect, 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 have 
increased more than eight-fold in 
these six counties. To slow the rate 
of spread, prevent deaths and avoid 
overwhelming our health care sys-
tem, we must be even stricter about 
maintaining a physical distance of 6 
feet between ourselves and others.

The new order prohibits the 
use of playgrounds, dog parks 
and public picnic areas. Sports 

and activities that involve shared 
equipment — including but not 
restricted to basketballs, baseballs, 
soccer balls and Frisbees — must 
only take place among members of 
the same household. Shared pub-
lic recreational facilities, including 
golf courses, tennis and basketball 
courts and pools must be closed.

“I cannot be more clear that 
everyone [must] practice physi-
cal distancing,” says Gov. Gavin 
Newsom. “Don’t put other persons’ 
lives on the line. We are not out 
of the woods yet because testing 
numbers are still low.” As of April 4, 
only 126,700 of California’s 40 mil-
lion residents (about 0.3 percent of 
the population) had been tested.

Our state is seeking healthcare 
providers behavioral health profes-
sionals, and health care adminis-
trators to ensure adequate staff-
ing of health care sites through-
out California, including at newly 
opened sites; to treat people affect-
ed by COVID-19; and to provide 
care for non-COVID-19 cases. (For 
more information and to register 
visit healthcorps.ca.gov)

California’s public health offi-
cials and the CDC now recommend 
that residents use face coverings 
when leaving home for essential 
travel, such as to the grocery 
store, pharmacy and doctor visits. 
Alameda Hospital Pulmonologist 
Robert Deutsch, M.D. explained 
that COVID-19 can spread from per-
son-to-person by virus-containing 
droplets produced when a person 
coughs, sneezes, or even talks and 
someone nearby inhales those par-
ticles. The virus can also spread 
when particles land on a surface 
that another person touches before 
touching their mouth or nose.

Wearing a mask serves three 
important functions: to reduce the 
airborne spread of the virus (includ-
ing from people who might not real-
ize they are infected) and reduce 
the number of virus particles land-
ing on nearby surfaces; limit the 
amount of inhaled particles (tight-
er fitting, thicker, and less porous 
masks provide more protection); 
and help prevent us from touching 
our mouth, nose and face.

‘We are not out of the woods yet’ says Gov. Newsom

b MAYOR: Page 6

Ekene Ikeme
On Friday, April 3, the California 

Interscholastic Federation (CIF) 
announced the cancellation of the 
2020 high school sports spring sea-
son. 

The cancellation was due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic that has 
canceled or postponed sporting 
events around the world. The 
announcement means the end of 
the 2020 baseball, softball, men’s 
golf, men’s tennis, men’s volley-
ball, swimming and track-and-field 
seasons for Alameda high school 
teams. 

The CIF, the state’s governing 
body for interscholastic athletic 
competitions, said the decision was 
spurred by Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 
mandate to continue distance learn-
ing for California students.

“The California Interscholastic 
Federation (CIF) does not see an 
avenue for the spring sports season 
to continue,” said CIF Executive 
Director Ron Nocetti.


