
TODAY IS 

TARTAN DAY

Vol. 16 b No. 31 
April 6, 2017

Alameda Sun 
is a publication of  

Stellar Media Group, Inc. 
3215J Encinal Ave. 
Alameda, CA 94501

News: (510) 263-1470
Ads: (510) 263-1471
Fax: (510) 263-1473

CONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS  .  .  . 3

PUZZLES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

SPORTS   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5

OPINION  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6

OBITUARIES   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7

CLASSIFIED  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7

EVENT CALENDAR  .  .  . 9

HOMETOWN
Fire Wire   
page 2

Police Blotter  
page 3

All the doings  
of Island safety 
& law personnel

Alameda Sun 
Almanac

Date Rise Set
Today 06:47 19:36
Apr. 7 06:46 19:37
Apr. 8 06:44 19:38
Apr. 9 06:43 19:39
Apr. 10 06:41 19:40
Apr. 11 06:40 19:40
Apr. 12 06:39 19:41

Alameda Sun

JoanAnn Radu-Sinaiko

Locally Owned, Community Oriented

Local kids can join a new 
league forming on the Island.

SPORTS 
Flag Football        Page 5

HOMETOWN NEWS 
Good Deeds        Page 10
Local art center benefits from 

corporate generosity.

Fold paper Doolittle Raid 
planes on the Hornet & more.

LOCAL HAPPENINGS
Event Calendar      Page 9

Sharpen your pencils for 
some brainteasing fun!

PUZZLES PAGE 
Soduku & More    Page 4

Visit us Online at 
www.                      .com

Like or Friend us
on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter 
at Alameda_Sun

New Ferry to Debut

Firefighters Prevent Spread of Blaze at Lincoln Avenue, Grand

Sun Staff Reports
The crew of the U.S. Coast Guard 

Cutter Stratton offloaded approxi-
mately six tons of cocaine in San 
Diego Friday. Several U.S. Coast 
Guard cutters seized the cocaine 
in nine interdictions in the Eastern 
Pacific Ocean from mid-January 
through February.

The drugs, intercepted in inter-
national waters off the coast of 
Central and South America, repre-
sent eight interdictions of suspect-
ed drug smuggling vessels, known 
as pangas, and one case of seized 
bales of cocaine dumped by sus-
pected smugglers. 

Stratton was responsible for three 
cases, seizing approximately 3,700 

pounds. The Cutter Spencer handled 
two cases, seizing an estimated 3,000 
pounds. The Cutter Sherman was 
responsible for one case, seizing 
an estimated 1,700 pounds and the 
Cutter Mohawk handled three cases 
resulting in the seizure of approxi-
mately 4,300 pounds.

Stratton’s crew made history as 
the first Coast Guard cutter to use a 
small unmanned aerial system for an 
entire patrol. The Coast Guard had 
previously used the system as part 
of field testing but had not deployed 
it aboard a cutter for an entire patrol. 

Aboard Stratton on this patrol 
the system flew more than 35 sor-
ties, accumulated more than 260 

U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 1st Class Sondra-Kay Kneen.

The crew of the Alameda-based U.S. Coast Guard 
Cutter Stratton offloaded approximately six tons of 
cocaine in San Diego on Friday, March 31. Stratton’s 
crew made history as the first Coast Guard cutter to 
deploy fully equipped with a small unmanned aerial 
system for an entire patrol. 

USCG Stratton Offloads Cocaine
Alameda-based cutter pioneers system
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Richard Bangert
Ferry riders at the Alameda 

Main Street Terminal will soon be 
boarding the MV Hydrus, the clean-
est running 400 passenger ferry 
in the world. The state-of-the-art 
ferry is designed for quicker on-
boarding and off-boarding, faster 
speeds, low noise and vibration, 
and low emissions. The bicycle 
storage capacity will be more than 
doubled to 50 from the current 
capacity of 20 on the MV Encinal, 
which it will replace.

Captain Al Lewis and the Hydrus 
crew were running through training 
exercises in the Oakland Estuary 
on March 28. They stopped at the 
Main Street Terminal just after the 
Encinal departed with passengers. 
The Encinal was built in 1985 and 
was owned by the City of Alameda 
during the period when the city 
operated the ferry service to San 
Francisco. At 27 meters in length, 
the Encinal looked small by com-
parison to the 41-meter-long Hydrus.

On a tour of the new ferry, 
Captain Lewis explained that the 
larger bicycle storage area will 
mean less storage of bicycles in the 
passenger area, making the ferry 
riding experience better for all.  

The Hydrus is one of two ferries 
exactly alike that were ordered by 
the Water Emergency Transportation 
Authority (WETA) at a cost of $15 

Richard Bangert

MV Hydrus ferry during training exercises in the Oakland 
Estuary March 28. The Hydrus is scheduled to begin 
service from the Main Street Terminal and Jack London 
Square to San Francisco in the next couple of weeks. 

More bike space, faster boarding, quieter ride on Hydrus
million each. The second ferry will 
be arriving in July. An additional 
five ferries will be delivered by the 
end of 2019, two of which will be like 
the Hydrus, and the other three even 
larger with an even more efficient 
propulsion system.  

The hull design of the Hydrus 
creates less of a wake, allowing 
for faster speeds in the Oakland 
Estuary. The ferry will operate on a 
diesel blend that includes five per-
cent biodiesel. A special catalytic 
converter that sprays a urine-like 
chemical into the exhaust further 
reduces emissions.

In other ferry news, construc-
tion of the ferry maintenance 

facility at Alameda Point near the 
USS Hornet Museum is moving 
ahead with visible progress on the 
foundation. 

New rip rap boulders have been 
brought in to spruce up the adja-
cent shoreline where WETA will be 
making public trail and observa-
tion area improvements. The Ron 
Cowan Central Bay Operations and 
Maintenance Facility will be com-
pleted in 2018 and berth up to 12 
ferries. It will serve as an emer-
gency operations command center 
in the event of a disaster. 

Richard Bangert posts stories and 
photos about the environment on his 
blog at alamedapointenviro.com.

Photos above right: Isaiah Rojas; above left: Mike Rosati

Above right, flames could be seen leaping from the Lincoln Avenue home prior to fire crews’ arrival. Above left, 
the firemen quickly took control of the situation.

Sun Staff Reports
Two people suffered injuries 

when a residential fire engulfed a 
home on the 1600 block of Lincoln 
Avenue last Friday, March 31.

Alameda Fire Department 
(AFD) crews arrived at the scene 
at 11:32 p.m. They were met with 
a large blaze and smoke escaping 
the residence and filling the air. 
Three occupants: an adult male 
and female, and a juvenile female, 
were able to exit the building 
before fire crews arrived. 

The two adults reported minor 
injuries. They were treated at the 
scene. 

Heavy fire was coming from 
a rear basement door, extending 
up the side of the house, into 
a bedroom, attic and the roof, 
according to AFD reports. Fire 
also extended to a tree, storage 
building and was close to spread-
ing to nearby residences.

Disrupting the blaze was a full-
fledged effort. Crews stretched 
three lines and attacked the fire 
while others used power saws 
and hand tools to ventilate the 
building, according to the AFD 
Nixle report. Other firefighters 
evacuated nearby residences. 
Four residents were removed 
from their homes. None received 
any injuries. AFD said 26 firefight-
ers responded to the scene.

Firefighters were able to con-
tain the fire rather quickly. The 

fire was fully extinguished by 
12:06 a.m. Saturday.

An AFD investigation is under-
way to determine the origin of 
the fire.

Oakland Fire Department per-
sonnel filled in at vacant Alameda 
fire stations. The Red Cross 
responded to assist the three dis-
placed occupants. The Alameda 
Building Department, Alameda 
Police Department, Alameda 
Municipal Power and PG&E were 
among the assisting agencies.

This was the second major fire 

incident to take place in Alameda 
last month. 

AFD responded to a boat fire 
at Grand Marina on Saturday, 
March 18. Arriving crews found 
heavy fire coming from a docked 
boat, according to reports. A pet 
dog died as a result of the blaze. 
One boat received heavy dam-
age, with minor damage to two 
neighboring vessels. A total of 
22 firefighters helped extinguish 
that fire.

Contact Sun staff at editor@
alamedasun.com.

Flyover Recalls Doolittle

City Meets to Discuss 
New Point Bus Service

Dennis Evanosky
Last Saturday, the Southern 

California Wing of the Commemorative 
Air Force (CAF) flew a B-25 Mitchell 
over the former Naval Air Station. The 
event commemorated the 75th anni-
versary of the April 1, 1942 departure 
of the USS Hornet CV-8, carrying 16 
B-25s on their way to bomb Japan. 

The above view from the B-25 
taken during the flight shows the 
runways that Lt. Col. Jimmy Doolittle 
and his pilots landed on with the air-

craft used in the bombing raid. 
Also in the picture is the USS 

Hornet, CV-12 that replaced the car-
rier that played such an important 
role in Doolittle’s mission. A tor-
pedo struck and disabled CV-8 at 
the Battle of San Cruz Islands on 
Oct. 26, 1942. Vice Admiral William 
Halsey ordered the Navy to sink the 
crippled carrier. 

“As a crew member and some-
one that worked restoring this 
airplane I can tell you we were 

all very proud to have the oppor-
tunity to do this last B-25 Mitchell 
flight over NAS Alameda,” said 
CAF’s Dan Newcomb. “I thought 
of the nine Doolittle raider crew 
members that didn’t make it back 
and that the last runway they land-
ed on in America was now below 
me. I imagined the roar of 22 B-25’s 
flying in from Sacramento of which 
16 would be hoisted aboard the 
carrier.” 

Dennis Evanosky
The city and AC Transit’s Inter-

agency Liaison Committee will meet 
next week to discuss public-transpor-
tation-related developments. Among 
the items on the agenda are updates 
on bus lines 19, 31 and 96. Line 
19 serves the Northern Waterfront, 
while lines 31 and 96 carry pas-
sengers from Alameda Point to the 
MacArthur and Fruitvale BART sta-
tions respectively. 

The parties are also scheduled 
to discuss the EasyPass program 
that allows employers to provide 
transit passes to employees at a 
reduced cost. In addition, the com-
mittee will discuss a planned dedi-
cated bus lane for Ralph Appezzato 
Memorial Parkway, the thorough-
fare that connects Alameda Point 
with Webster Street. 

The city is looking forward 
to 2020, when it hopes to initi-
ate a partnership with AC Transit 
to expand bus service at Alameda 
Point to meet the demand brought 
on by new housing there. Jennifer 
Ott, the city’s base reuse and trans-
portation planning director, penned 
a letter to Robert Del Rosario, AC 
Transit’s director of service devel-
opment.

In the missive, Ott reminds 
AC Transit of the importance of 

implementing bus service to down-
town Oakland. She also brings up a 
rapid-transit route from Telegraph 
Avenue in Oakland to Alameda 
Point that AC Transit approved in 
2016. Ott reminds AC Transit that 
Alameda Point’s new residents will 
be providing “significant annual 
revenue from special taxes” to help 
fund these improvements. 

If all goes as originally agreed, 
beginning in 2020, a new bus line 
would run every 15 minutes from 
6 to 9 a.m. and from 4 to 7 p.m. 
from the planned ferry terminal at 
Alameda Point’s Seaplane Lagoon 
to the 12th Street BART station in 
downtown Oakland. Ott writes that 
the demand for this service will 
expand by 2020 with some 1,165 new 
Point residents and 380 employees. 
She projects that these numbers will 
grow, reaching 1,600 residents and 
800 employees by 2023. 

According to the numbers, 
special taxes and EasyPass rev-
enues would total $486,000 a year, 
while expenses would add up to 
$800,000. AC Transit would spend 
some $314,000 to bridge the gap. 

The Inter-agency Liaison 
Committee meeting begins at 
10 a.m., Wednesday, April 12, in 
Room 360 at City Hall, 2263 Santa 
Clara Ave. b FLYOVER: Page 8
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