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Sun Staff Reports
Kiwanis Accepting 

Scholarship Applications
The Alameda Kiwanis 

Foundation encourages graduat-
ing seniors from Alameda’s high 
schools to apply for its 2019 schol-
arships. Applications and eligibility 
requirements are available at www.
alamedakiwanis.org. The awards are 
open to residents and non-residents 
of Alameda, provided that the appli-
cant graduates from an Alameda 
school and meets eligibility criteria. 
Community college-bound seniors 
are also urged to apply.

Applications and documents 
must be completed and post-
marked no later than Monday, April 
8; incomplete applications will not 
be considered. Mail application to 
Alameda Kiwanis Foundation, P.O. 
Box 1217, Alameda CA 94501.

New Sales Tax Rate Effective
A new sales tax rate became 

effective on Monday, April 1. It has 
increased to 9.75 percent.

The half-cent increase (previously 
9.25 percent) is a result of the voter-
approved City of Alameda Essential 
Services Protection Measure that 
passed last November.

Also effective April 1, the 
California Department of Tax and 

Fee Administration now requires 
in-state and out-of-state sellers 
with a certain amount of activity 
in California to collect and remit all 
applicable sales and use taxes. This 
applies to businesses that have 
more than $100,000 in taxable sales 
in California, or at least 200 sepa-
rate transactions for delivery into 
California.

Presentation Slated on  
Minimum Wage Hike

Last fall, the City Council adopt-
ed a Minimum Wage Ordinance 
to raise the local minimum wage 
above the State of California’s 
requirements. Beginning Monday, 
July 1, the city’s minimum wage will 
be $13.50 per hour, regardless the 
size of the business or the number 
of employees. 

Alameda Chamber of Commerce 
and the City of Alameda will host 
a presentation addressing issues 
such as noticing requirements, com-
pliance and public education cam-
paigns. The event will be held on 
Wednesday, April 17, at 11:30 a.m. at 
the Alameda Chamber of Commerce 
Office, 2215 South Shore Center.

For more information visit www.
alamedaca.gov/Departments/
Economic -Deve lopment -and -
Community-Services/Minimum-Wage.

News in Brief
Editor’s note: While covering 

the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
new City of Alameda-run housing 
complex Everett Commons, photo-
journalist Maurice Ramirez discov-
ered some of the stories behind the 
new residents.

Photos & story  
by Maurice Ramirez

New residents of Everett 
Commons, including a family origi-
nally from Kabul, Afghanistan, 
enjoyed showing Mayor Marilyn 
Ezzy Ashcraft their homes during 
the ribbon-cutting ceremony March 
27. In addition to being a single-
story unit, the facility has ADA fea-
tures such as a wheelchair-accessi-
ble kitchen and bath counters and 
wider hallways to meet their needs.

Charles Mealey, 81, a veteran, 
was unhoused before going into 
transitional housing at Operation 
Dignity at Alameda Point. Mealey 
served in Strategic Air Command 
until 1958. He then worked in 
Oakland as a painter and land-
scaper. Mealey moved into one of 
the units at the Everett Commons 
development in December. 

“This is the best opportunity 
I’ve had in a long time,” he said. 
“Now I just want to help my vet-

eran friends.” He’s helped two of 
his friends become residents at 
this same complex already and 
now wants to get one of his artist 
friends to do a mural on the wall in 
the back parking lot.

Kimberly Peters graduated 
from Island High in 1989, which 
was located on the very same lot 
as Everett Commons. She found 
out that she was accepted back in 
March 2018, and moved into her 
unit in December. 

Referring to a large tree front-
ing the property, she recalls being 
in the School Aged Parent Infant 
Development Program, the teen 
parents day care, and playing with 
her then-11-month-old son there.

Today she has a job just down 
the street and feels extremely lucky 
for the affordable housing. 

“I’m proud to be in recovery,” 
Peters said. “I believe in being per-
sistent and moving forward. And 
never giving up.”

New Housing Facility 
Has Changed Lives

Charles Mealey, 81, a veteran who served with the Strategic Air Command, was 
formerly unhoused until he received a helping hand from Operation Dignity. He has 
now found permanent housing at the City of Alameda’s Everett Commons.

Kimberley Peters is grateful for her new home on land 
that once housed Island High School, her alma mater.

APD Crime Roundup
Police bust crime ring; three arrested in carjacking

Sun Staff Reports
Two separate crimes in Alameda 

led to the arrest of four individu-
als by Alameda Police Department 
(APD) officers last month. 

Massive evidence obtained
APD officers arrested 26-year-

old Tyrone Pittman after a traffic 
stop on March 8. Pittman was rid-
ing in the passenger seat of his 
own vehicle on Park Street at 12:45 
a.m. The name of the driver was 
not released. APD officers initiated 
the traffic stop because the vehicle 
had a broken license plate light, 
according to a report on the APD 
Facebook page. 

Pittman was already on proba-
tion for possession of a firearm 
and possession of narcotics at the 
time of the stop. Due to his proba-
tion terms, officers searched his 
vehicle. During the search, officers 
discovered methamphetamines, 
hashish and marijuana pack-
aged for individual sales. Officers 
also located large quantities of 
cell phone products, a mask, a 
scale and cash consistent with 
drug sales, according to the police 
report.  

Because the vehicle was regis-
tered to Pittman he was arrested 
for possession of all the illegal 
items. Pittman was booked into 
Santa Rita Jail in Dublin at 5:51 
a.m. the same day. He was charged 
with possession of controlled sub-
stances, possession of controlled 
substances with intent to sell, pro-
bation violation and the transporta-
tion of narcotics with the intent to 
distribute.

Pittman was given no bail and is 
currently housed at Santa Rita Jail 
while he awaits his pretrial hearing, 
scheduled for April 15 at the Rene 
Davidson Courthouse in Oakland. 
He will also attend a hearing for 

the revocation of his probation the 
same day.   

The driver of the vehicle was 
cited for driving a vehicle with a 
suspended license, according to 
the report. He was not arrested.  

Carjacking leads to arrests
APD officers also arrested three 

juveniles in connection to a car-
jacking that took place March 16.

The victim was talking on his 
cellphone while his vehicle was 
parked on the 600 block of Buena 
Vista Avenue. Around 2:10 p.m. 
two suspects entered his vehicle 
through the passenger-side doors, 
according to a police report on the 
APD Facebook page. One of the 
suspects brandished a knife and 
demanded the vehicle owner hand 
over his cell phone. The suspects 
then demanded the man exit his 
vehicle. The victim complied with 
the suspects’ demands. When he 
exited his vehicle, the suspects 
drove off.

Initially, investigators believed 
there were only two suspects. 
However, after watching surveil-
lance footage, investigators discov-
ered that three people approached 
the vehicle on bicycles. The sur-
veillance footage showed the third 
suspect did not enter the vehicle, 
but did act as a lookout, according 
to the report. 

Investigators were able to use 
the surveillance footage to iden-
tify the third juvenile suspect. 
APD arrested the third suspect on 
March 19. Investigators were able 
to locate the stolen vehicle the 
next day.

Investigators from APD’s Violent 
Crimes Unit located and arrested 
the two remaining suspects on 
March 27, among several individ-
uals detained by officers on an 
unrelated criminal investigation, 

according to the report. The two 
were arrested on suspicion of car-
jacking and further investigation 
produced confirmation that these 
two were at the scene of the rob-
bery. The suspect that brandished 
the knife was taken to Juvenile 
Hall for booking after his arrest. 
The other two were each issued a 
Notice to Appear for juvenile court 
after their arrests and released to 
their parents. Because all three sus-
pects are juveniles, their names 
were withheld. 

Alameda Police Department

A crime desk at Alameda Police Department was almost completely covered with evi-
dence from a recent bust in Alameda. A suspect already on probation was detained 
after a large quantity of drug, cash and even a monkey mask were found in his car.

The 411 on CO Alarms
Richard Waggener 

Recently, the Alameda Fire 
Department (AFD) has been 
responding to an increased num-
ber of carbon-monoxide (CO) calls. 
Residents hear their CO alarms 
beeping and call AFD, which 
responds “Code 3” with lights and 
sirens. Firefighters quickly check 
their homes with monitoring equip-
ment to ensure that CO levels are 
safe. 

Once AFD is certain there is 
no imminent danger, firefighters 
then check the homes’ CO alarms. 
Sometimes the batteries simply 
need replacing but — more often 
than not — the whole unit is in need 
of replacement.

In 2011, the California State 
Senate passed the Carbon Monoxide 
Poisoning Prevention Act, which 
requires all single-family homes 
with an attached garage or fossil-
fuel source to install CO alarms 
within these homes. Most of these 
alarms have a seven-year lifespan. 
This explains the recent uptick 
in these types of calls to AFD. All 
alarms installed in 2011 are reaching 
their end-of-lives and are beeping 
to let you know it is time to get a 
new one.

Some CO alarms have backup 
batteries that need to be changed 
every year; others have batteries 
that cannot be changed. Both types 
of alarms require replacement every 
seven years. 

CO is a colorless, odorless, taste-
less gas produced by many types 
of appliances in the home, includ-
ing furnaces, gas stoves and ovens, 
heaters and fireplaces, as well as 
by vehicles that are idling. When a 
person inhales CO, the gas replaces 
the oxygen in the blood, causing 

the major bodily organs to quickly 
become oxygen deprived. A large 
enough dose can kill a person within 
minutes. This is why AFD responds 
to all CO calls “Code 3.”

CO alarms are not to be con-
fused with smoke detectors or 
smoke alarms. However, there are 
combination units available that can 
alert residents to the presence of 
both hazards. Any CO alarm must 
be in a place where its audible beep 
can awaken residents if it goes off 
while they are sleeping. Residents 
should make certain that the unit 
has a battery backup so it continues 
to work even if the power goes out. 

Perhaps now is a good time to 
inspect your home’s CO alarm. It 
should have a “replace by” date on 
it. If it doesn’t and if the age of the 
detector is unknown, it might be a 
good idea to consider replacement. 
As the old saying goes, “Better safe 
than sorry.” This is definitely one 
of those times that keeping safe is 
easy. 

For more information on CO, 
log onto cdc.gov/co/faqs.htm. To 
learn more about CO alarms,  visit 
http://osfm.fire.ca.gov and use the 
Frequently Accessed Information 
drop-down menu to choose “Carbon 
Monoxide Info and Approved 
Devices.” Select “Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQ) on Carbon 
Monoxide (CO) Devices.”

Richard Waggener serves 
as AFD’s Division Chief and Fire 
Marshal. Reach him at rwaggene@
alamedaca.gov or 337-2120.

This is definitely 
one of those times 
that keeping safe 
is easy. 


