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Hundreds of locals marched down Park Street last Saturday to demonstrate their displeasure with gun violence in schools.

Locals Protest Guns

SPORTS

Gabrielle “Gaby” Dolphin
More than 500 people showed up
Basketball
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for
a “March for Our Lives” vigil on
Free throws prove Hornets’
Saturday, March 24, at Park Street
undoing in state final.
LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
and Santa Clara Avenue. The crowd
swelled with Alamedans showing
their support for the children and
expressing their wishes to see an
end to gun violence in schools.
The demonstrators proceded
down Park Street in a line stretching an estimated five blocks, serenaded by loud cheers and honks
of passersby.
Arriving at the Big Five Sporting
THE PUZZLES PAGE
Goods Store at South Shore Center,
Sudoku & more Page 4
the demonstrators were met peaceLots of fun on the puzzles
fully by the store’s security staff
page this week.
who allowed them to stay on the
premises to express their disapproval of assault-style weapon sales
in Alameda.
Two students addressed the
crowd about their fears of going to
school and being shot. Organizers
encouraged all in attendance to
join the letter writing campaign to
Big Five spearheaded by Alameda’s
Christ Episcopal Church. (See relatDan Wood
ed letter on page 11.) After chants
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of “this is what democracy looks Demonstrators gathered outside Big 5 Sporting Goods
Events calendar Page 8
like,” the demonstrators disbanded at South Shore Center to protest its sales of assault-style
Local author-illustrator to speak
peacefully.
weapons last Saturday.
at library and other fun.

News in Brief
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Educator suspects he was
fired for marching with kids.

CONTENTS
HOMETOWN NEWS. .  .  . 2
THE CITY PAGE .  .  .  .  .  . 3
PUZZLES & KIDS.  .  .  .  . 4
SPORTS. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5
OPINION.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
CLASSIFIED .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7
LOCAL HAPPENINGS.  . 8
HAPPY EASTER!.  .  .  .  . 12

Alameda Sun
is a publication of
Stellar Media Group, Inc.
3215J Encinal Ave.
Alameda, CA 94501
News: (510) 263-1470
Ads: (510) 263-1471
Fax: (510) 263-1473

Visit us Online at
www.
.com
Like or Friend us
on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
at Alameda_Sun

Frances Martinez

Alameda Sun
Almanac

Date Rise Set

Today
March 30
March 31
April 1
April 2
April 3
April 4

07:00
06:58
06:57
06:55
06:54
06:52
06:51

19:28
19:29
19:30
19:31
19:32
19:33
19:34

Sun Staff Reports
Rotary Club Announces
2018 Scholarships
Each year the Rotary Club of
Alameda confers academic scholarships to outstanding students
attending high schools in Alameda.
This year the club will award more
than $20,000 ranging from $500 for
vocational scholarships to $3,000
for academic scholarships. Criteria
include academic achievement,
community service involvement,
extra-curricular activities participation, financial need and quality
of the oral interview.
In addition, two $500 fine arts
scholarships will be awarded
based on nominations from high
school principals.

Students attending Alameda
High, Alameda Science and
Technology Institute, Encinal
High, Island High and St. Joseph’s
Notre Dame High schools are
encouraged to apply.
Applications are available at
www.alamedarotary.org and must
be submitted electronically to Les
Hilger at leshilger@gmail.com no
later than Friday, April 27.
Applicants will be screened
and invited to interviews before
Rotary’s Scholarship Committee
on Wednesday and Thursday,
May 16 and 17, from noon to
4 p.m. Winners will be recognized at Rotary’s Scholarship
Award Luncheon scheduled for
Tuesday, May 29.

Parks Department believe the tree
collapsed due to wet soil from
recent rainy weather and a sloped
landscape. Staff also updated residents on measures the city is taking to ensure this does not happen
again.
“(Monday) morning, a maintenance supervisor for the Alameda
Recreation & Park Department
assessed all of the trees on the
slope at Washington Park with
a tree contractor, and an arborist will be doing a further review
(Tuesday),” according to the press
release. “An additional assessment
of all park trees in Alameda will be
completed over the coming weeks.”
The fallen tree was removed
right away, and workers removed
a second tree on Monday in an
abundance of caution. They also
assessed the other trees on the hill.

Museum Marks Doolittle
Raid’s 76th Anniversary
L.D. Freeman
A 76th anniversary commemoration of the famed Doolittle Raid,
America’s first counter-strike
against Imperial Japan in World
War II, will take place this Saturday,
March 31, as the Alameda Naval Air
Museum (ANAM) does its fourth
reprise of the event.
The bold, long-shot raid was
“Alameda’s contribution to the war
effort,” said Robbie Dileo Secretary
Treasurer for ANAM. “We want
to commemorate what Naval Air
Station Alameda did in America’s
first, profound step towards a long,
hard-won victory.”
This first blow against the enemy
shattered “Japan’s psyche of invincibility,” said Larry Pirack, President
of ANAM. “We were just trying to
fight back after Pearl Harbor. We got
knocked down and got back up and
punched them in the chin.”
The daring raid launched on
April 18, 1942, from the decks of
the USS Hornet aircraft carrier CV-8,
that was brought to Alameda to
load the B-25 bombers and the 100
men who crewed them.
The Hornet put to sea from
Alameda on the most prophetic
April Fool’s Day in U.S. history en
route to Target Tokyo, the name

that later became the title of a 1945
Ronald Reagan movie. Thirty Seconds
Over Tokyo starring Spencer Tracy
as Native Alamedan Lt. Colonel
Jimmy Doolittle also depicted the
raid on the silver screen.
Doolittle led the top-secret mission, piloting one of the bombers.
The raiders bombed targets critical
to the Japanese war effort.
“Many, especially younger people
don’t know about the fear of living
on the West Coast in a time when the
U.S. fleet was still debilitated after
Pearl Harbor,” said Pirack. “No one
knew if the Japanese fleet would suddenly appear offshore.”
America was determined to
exact some measure of revenge in a
mission that many thought impossible. Doolittle expert Marshall Davis
will present the full story of this
incredible feat at the event Saturday.
Visitors will enjoy a lasagna
lunch in the Crow’s Nest dining
room. Museum admission is included, so guests may also take in the
museum’s myriad displays.
The anniversary celebration
starts at noon this Saturday at ANAM,
located at 2151 Ferry Pt. Building
no. 77. To find out more, call the
museum at 522-4262 or visit www.
alamedanavalairmuseum.org.

McNally Memorial
Fundraiser Picnic Set
A memorial fundraiser picnic
in memory of longtime Island City
Realtor Rosemary McNally is set
for Saturday, April 14, from noon
to 5 p.m. will provide funding to
the Jean Sweeney Open Space Park
Fund, a nonprofit organization, in
accordance with McNally’s wishes.
McNally passed in January. She
supported the park and many other
causes. Suggested donation is $25
per adult. The event will be held in
the Mariner’s Lagoon picnic area,
at Crown Memorial State Beach
at Eighth Street and Otis Drive.
From the Robert Bailey illustration, “Avenging Strike” ANAM collection
Contact host Ani Dimusheva at 387The
lead
Mitchell
B-25 bomber of the famed Doolittle
4084 or visit www.sweeneyopen
spacepark.org for more information. Raid takes to the skies from the deck of Alameda’s USS

Japanese
Educators Visit
Local School
Photo and story
by Dennis Evanosky
Alameda
Science
and
Technology Institute (ASTI) history
teacher Brian Rodriguez recently
hosted two visiting educators from
Japan. During their visit to ASTI,
Tomohito Harada and Masahiro
Nil attended a multi-media presentation by sophomores studying
American history.
The students divided their
presentation into six-minute
vignettes that featured shantytowns, hoboes, the New Deal, family life and literature. The professors also observed an ASTI freshman class studying the Chinese
Revolution and Chinese culture.
The freshmen presented China’s
Cram schools and the Gaokao, a
high-stakes test, which requires
months of preparation.
Harada expressed deep appreciation for the student presentations.
He and Nil enjoyed lunch with ASTI
staff and Mayor Trish Spencer.
“I was deeply honored to host
Professor Harada and his team from
Hyogo University,” Rodriguez said.
“ASTI students did an outstanding
job in the classroom.”

Sun Staff Reports
An Alameda resident suffered
serious injuries Friday, March
23, after a tree fell on him in
Washington Park.
The man was watching his
daughter play in a varsity softball
game for Encinal High School’s Jets
at Lower Washington Park when a
large pine tree fell on him, according to a city press release. First
responders were on the scene to
transport the unidentified victim.
The parent was taken to a local
hospital where he is in serious, but
stable condition. He remained hospitalized as of Monday, March 26.
“Our thoughts are with this
Alameda father, as he begins his
long road to recovery,” said Sarah
Henry, Alameda Public Information
Officer, in a press release.
The Alameda Recreation and

Hornet on April 18, 1942.

Bridges to Shut
for Inspection
Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda County Public
Works Agency (ACPW) will close
traffic lanes on the Miller-Sweeney
(Fruitvale) Bridge, Park Street
Bridge and High Street Bridge on
different days beginning in April.
The closures are necessary for engineering teams to perform bridge
inspections. The lane closures will
be during non-peak hours and at
night. Detour signs will be posted.
Motorists are advised to use caution when driving through the area.
ACPW coordinated with local,
state and federal agencies to gain
permission for highly specialized bridge experts to conduct the
inspections. Bridges will be assessed
for safety in both day-to-day operations and during an emergency.

Two Japanese educators recently visited Alameda
Science and Technology Institute as part of their studies
of the American education system. Mayor Trish Spencer
was on hand to welcome the visitors (from left to right)
Dr. Masahiro Nil, Dr. Tomohito Harada, ASTI teacher
Brian Rodriguez, Marilyn Rodriguez and Spencer.

Miller-Sweeney
(Fruitvale Avenue) Bridge
On Monday, April 2, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at least one lane will
be open with restricted access and
traffic control measures in place.
Motorists should expect delays.

On Tuesday, April 3, lanes will
be closed during the day, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Later that night, all
lanes will be closed from 9 p.m. to 1
a.m. A detour will be posted.
High Street Bridge
From Wednesday, April 4
through Friday, April 6, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. each day, all lanes will be
closed. A detour will be posted.
Park Street Bridge
From Monday, April 9, through
Thursday, April 12, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. each day, lanes will be
closed on the Park Street Bridge.
Motorists may only have access to
one lane of traffic. On Wednesday
night, April 11, all lanes will be
closed from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. A
detour will be posted.
Alerts regarding the closures
will be posted at www.alamedaca.gov and on social media. For
updates on this project and others,
visit www.acpwa.org. If the closures
pose a special hardship, residents
may call Alameda County Public
Works at 777-2390.

