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Date Rise Set
Today 7:02 19:27
March 28 7:00 19:28
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Betty Young

Local girls’ team to tour  
Europe, hone soccer skills.

SPORTS 
Soccer dream tour Page 5

ISLAND ARTS
Nat’l Poetry Month Page 8

Local poets to hear from  
Emily Dickenson.

City of Alameda introduces 
new electric vehicles.

THE CITY PAGE
Fleet upgraded        Page 3

Sharpen your pencils for that 
newspaper tradition!

THE PUZZLES PAGE 
Sudoku & more   Page 4

LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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On March 16, the Aeolian Yacht Club treated a group of veterans from 
Yountville to a St. Patrick’s Day dinner. On the menu was corned beef, 
mashed red potatoes, pan-fried Irish cabbage, roasted carrots with Brussels 

sprouts and a shaved kale and Brussels sprouts salad. The dinner was catered by 
Clark and Nicole Lauer, the owners of Second Hand Smoke Southern Barbeque. 
Vice Mayor John Knox White and his wife Jennifer helped with dinner service. 
The veterans were also given goodie bags with grooming essentials and snacks 
along with a couple of beverages. The Sea Scouts from Alameda and students from 
Alameda High School Leadership assisted the veterans, helped out with dinner ser-
vice and cleaned up. After dinner and dessert the group went out to the back deck 
and took pictures by the boats (above). Commodore Scott Saylor has already invited 
the guests back next year when the weather is nicer. All the volunteers at the yacht 
club are still smiling. A good time was had by all!

Yacht Club Treats Vets

Elks Ready to Rock
Sun Staff Reports

Tomorrow, Friday, March 29, the 
Alameda Elks Lodge will host a fun-
draising concert for the Elks’ char-
itable programs. The Hard Rack 
Cafe Charity Music Series presents 
the Music City Legends at 8 p.m. 
The group will take a walk through 
music history, paying tribute to the 
Blues, Elvis Presley, Jimi Hendrix 
and The Rolling Stones.

Doors open at 7 p.m.; the per-
formance begins at 8 p.m. Advance 
tickets cost $25 and are available 
at the lodge, 2255 Santa Clara Ave., 
or online at: www.alamedaelks.org/
tickets. Tickets will be available the 
day of the show for $30. All pro-
ceeds go to fund the Elks’ college 
scholarship, veterans and youth 
sports programs, among others.

For more information, contact 
Ted Hommert, 260-1699 or ted. 
hommert@gmail.com.

Apply Now for Rotary 
Scholarships

Each year the Rotary Club of 
Alameda confers academic schol-
arships to outstanding students 
attending high schools in Alameda.  
This year the club will award more 
than $20,000 ranging from $500 for 
vocational scholarships to $3,000 for 
academic scholarships. In addition, 
two $500 fine-arts scholarships will 
be awarded based on nominations 
from high-school principals.

Criteria include academic 
achievement, community service 
involvement, participation in extra-
curricular activities, financial need 
and quality of the oral interview. 

Applications are available at 
www.alamedarotary.org. Submit 
completed applications by email to 
Les Hilger at leshilger@gmail.com 
no later than Friday, April 26. 

Selected applicants will inter-
view with Rotary’s Scholarship 
Committee on Wednesday, May 15, 
or Thursday, May 16, from noon to 
4 p.m. Recipients will be recognized 
at Rotary’s Scholarship Award 
Luncheon on Tuesday, May 28. 

News in Brief
No Efforts to Recycle  

Going to ‘Waste’
Eric J. Kos

Some Alameda residents have 
expressed concern regarding a 
recycling crisis begun when China 
refused to receive American recy-
clables last year as a tactic in 
trade negotiations. Called inter-
changably the “National Sword” 
and “Blue Sky” initiatives, some 
residents have suggested these 
efforts have caused local gar-
bage collectors to co-mingle land-
fill and recycling waste. Officials 
insist no changes have occurred 
with Alameda’s garbage or recy-
cling service provided by Alameda 
County Industries (ACI).

“ACI hasn’t been forced to land-
fill anything ... yet,” stated Kerry 
Parker, a program specialist with 
the City of Alameda’s Public Works 
Department. “We are lucky to be in 
a region that has some great minds 
brokering the sale of recyclables to 
other identified markets for now.”

Parker went on to explain that 
city staff and ACI management par-
ticipate in a regional Alameda County 
National Sword Task Force. The task 
force meets quarterly to connect 
collectors with cities “specifically to 
troubleshoot these issues.”  

Parker reminds Alameda resi-
dents proper sorting is crucial to 
collectors like ACI. Keeping items 
clean also helps. 

A large problem ACI deals with 
regularly is called “wishcycling” —
putting just about anything in the 
recycling bin in hopes it will be 
recycled. Items that are not recycla-
ble cause contamination, can dam-
age sorting machinery and make 
it so recyclables end up in a land-
fill. Keep items like CDs, crockery, 
shrink wrap and styrofoam out of 
the recycling waste stream. 

For more information, see www. 
alamedacountyindustries.com/
alameda/wishcycling.

To submit an item for Alameda 
Sun News Briefs, write to editor@
alamedasun.com.

Local Cutter Makes 
History in Far East

Dissecting April 9’s 
Campaign Financing

Special Meeting Set on Rent Control
Sun Staff Reports

A special meeting to discuss the 
City’s Rent Stabilization Ordinance 
(Ordinance 3148) has been set for 
Tuesday, April 2, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
in City Council Chambers, Alameda 
City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara Ave. The 
city announced the meeting in a 
press release Monday.

The special meeting will dis-
cuss the current rent stabilization 
regulations and provide direction 
to staff regarding possible amend-
ments. A public hearing will also 
take place to consider adoption 
of an “Ellis Act” policy related to 
terminations of tenancy in order to 
withdraw a unit permanently from 
the rental market.

The City Council adopted 
Ordinance 3148 in March 2016 and 
first took action to consider amend-
ments by adopting Ordinance 3180 
in the spring of 2017. A referen-
dum petition successfully set aside 
Ordinance 3180 and an initiative 
petition placed most of the provi-
sions of Ordinance 3148 into the 
City Charter. 

The Council repealed Ordinance 
3180 and placed the initiative peti-
tion on the November 2018 bal-
lot as Measure K. Voters rejected 
Measure K by a 55 to 45 percent 
margin. Therefore, Ordinance 3148 
remains in place and can be amend-
ed by the City Council. Additional 
information about Ordinance 3148 

can be found at www.alameda 
re n t p ro g r a m . o rg / o rd i n a n c e 
-3148-overview.  

A regular meeting of the City 
Council will be held at 7 p.m. fol-
lowing the special meeting. At that 
meeting, the City Council will con-
sider an amendment to Ordinance 
3148 solely to eliminate the sunset 
clause. 

At present, Ordinance 3148 
states that the Ordinance will be 
repealed on Dec. 31, unless the City 
Council takes action to amend or 
eliminate the sunset clause.

To download the meeting agen-
da, visit https://bit.ly/2CFLRlG.

Contact Sun staff at editor@ 
alamedasun.com.

Ekene Ikeme
The latest campaign finance fil-

ings for the two initiatives on the 
April special election ballot were 
released last week.

The We Care Alameda Yes on A 
committee (WCA) filed campaign 
statements in support of Measure 
A, the McKay Avenue Wellness 
Center Development initiative. 

WCA’s only campaign finance 
statement, a California Form 460, cov-
ered the period between Jan. 1 and 
Feb. 23. WCA raised $13,311 during 
this time, while racking up expen-
ditures in the amount of $10,474.50. 
The statement shows that 18 of the 
19 financial contributions came from 
individual Alameda residents. Mark 
Kellogg, a Google employee, and Ed 
O’Neil, a retiree, donated $1,000 each. 

The bulk of the $13,311 received 
came from an $8,000 contribution 
from Alameda Point Collaborative 
(APC). APC is the housing com-
munity that plans to create the 
wellness center on the 3.65-acre 
parcel along McKay Avenue. APC 
is currently leasing the building on 
the site. APC contributed another 
$20,000 on March 9.

During the seven-week period 
ending on Feb. 23, WCA spent $2,789 
on lawn signs, $7,195 on campaign 
consultants, $333.50 on professional 
services and $157 for web services.

Friends of Crab Cove (FOCC) 
filed campaign statements in favor 
of Measure B, the McKay Avenue 
Parcel Open Space Designation ini-
tiative. FOCC filed four California 
Form 460 campaign statements. 
The latest statement detailed the 
period between Feb. 24 and March 
23. FOCC received $6,856 in contri-
butions, while spending $3,284 dur-
ing this period. The majority of the 
money received came from a $3,500 
donation from Cardoza Properties, 
a real estate firm located in Pleasant 
Hill. The remaining money came 
from 11 individual contributors, 
nine are Alameda residents.

The third campaign finance state-
ment filed by FOCC marked the 
period between Jan. 1 and Feb. 23. 

The Measure B proponents received 
$1,485 in contributions of less than 
$100 each. FOCC reported expen-
ditures of $2,589.30. The majority 
of the expenditures were spent on 
campaign material. In addition FOCC 
paid a $373.89 fine levied by the Fair 
Political Practice Commission for 
failing to file a semiannual campaign 
statement for the reporting period of 
Jan. 1, 2018, through June 30, 2018, in 
a timely manner (“Center Opponents 
Facing Challenges” Feb. 26).

FOCC filed their first two cam-
paign finance statements for the 
periods of April 13, 2018, to June 
30, 2018, and July 1, 2018, to Dec. 
31, 2018, on Jan. 9. 

FOCC received $15,120 in con-
tributions between April and June 
of last year, while spending just 
$7,940.49. Cardoza donated $5,000 
on April 17, 2018, while Timberloft 
Trust of Georgetown, Calif., contrib-
uted $4,500. The rest of the money 
received came from 18 individuals, 
all but one were Alameda residents. 

During this period FOCC spent 
$5,590.95 for petition circulation, 
including $4,000 to AAP Holdings 
Company, Inc., a Westlake Village 
company. During the second half of 
2018 FOCC received $10,824 in contri-
butions, while spending $16,945.47. 
Cardoza donated another $5,000 dur-
ing this period, while Crown Harbor 
Homeowners Association of Newark 
contributed $4,500. On the filing it 
shows Crown Harbor and Cardoza 
Properties own Neptune Properties, 
Inc., a real estate brokerage firm in 
Hermosa Beach, Calif.

Expenditures for this time peri-
od include a $14,376.40 expense to 
AAP Holdings and a $1,250 payment 
to Barbara Thomas for legal ser-
vices. Thomas is a former Alameda 
City Councilmember. 

In all, Cardoza Properties was 
FOCC’s largest donor with $13,500 
in contributions. FOCC’s largest 
expenditure was to AAP Holding 
Company, Inc. for $18,376.40.

For the full list of filings, see www.
southtechhosting.com/AlamedaCity/
CampaignDocsWebRetrieval.

Bertholf first Coast Guard cutter to ply the Taiwan Strait

U. S. Coast Guard

Family members look on from the shore as a pair of escort tugs accompany 
Alameda-based United States Coast Guard Cutter Bertholf through the Oakland 
Estuary on Jan. 20. On March 24 and 25, the Bertholf joined the U.S. Navy’s 
Missile Destroyer USS Curtis Wilbur on a transit through the Taiwan Strait. 

Dennis Evanosky
Last Sunday and Monday, March 

24 and 25, were historic days for 
the United States Coast Guard. The 
service’s Legend-Class Maritime 
Security Cutter Bertholf joined the 
U.S. Navy’s USS Curtis Wilbur in 
what the Navy spokesperson Lt. 
Joseph Keiley called “a routine 
Taiwan Strait transit in accordance 
with international law.” 

The transit was scarcely routine 
in the Coast Guard’s eyes, how-
ever. The Alameda-based Bertholf 
became the first Coast Guard cut-
ter to sail through the strait that 
separates the People’s Republic of 
China on the mainland of Asia from 
the Republic of China on the island 
of Taiwan.  

“The ships’ transit through 
the Taiwan Strait demonstrates 
the U.S. commitment to a free and 
open Indo-Pacific,” Keiley told the 
Japan Times that broke the story 

on Monday. “The U.S. will continue 
to fly, sail and operate anywhere 
international law allows.”

USNI News’ Ben Werner reports 
the  a week before its transit of the 
strait, “Bertholf completed a patrol 
in the East China Sea, assisting in 
the enforcement of United Nations 
Security Council resolutions 
designed to prevent illicit ship-to-
ship transfers at sea of commodi-
ties to and from North Korea.”

The Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman commented immediately 
upon learning of Curtis Wilbur and 
Bertholf’s transit of the Taiwan Strait. 
Ministry spokesmen Geng Shuang 
stated that “China has closely 
monitored and been fully aware of 
American warships sailing through 
the Taiwan Strait.” Geng also stated 
that the U.S. should “abide by the 
one-China principle, so as not to 
harm China relations.” 

The Japan Times reports that in 

the past year, “the U.S. has increased 
the frequency of what it called ‘free-
dom of navigation operations’ in the 
Pacific Ocean.” This latest voyage 
through the strait marked the third 
such operation this year.

Following the transit, Bertholf 
was scheduled to arrive at a mili-
tary-civilian port on South Korea’s 
Jeju Island.

According to the Navy Times, 
the Bertholf and Curtis Wilbur’s 
transit coincides with the Trump 
administration’s “tacit approval for 
Taiwan to buy more than 60 F-16V 
fighters, part of the Republic of 
China’s continuing effort to upgrade 
its aging fleet of Fighting Falcons.

Contact Dennis Evanosky at  
editor@alamedasun.com.


