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Ekene Ikeme
The City of Alameda announced
that eight additional Alameda firefighters were placed under quarantine on March 13 while they await
their COVID-19 test results.
The quarantine directive for
the eight firefighters came after it
was announced on March 10 that
a separate, unidentified firefighter
tested positive for the COVID-19
virus (“Alameda Firefighter Tests
Positive for COVID-19” March 12
online exclusive).
The firefighter has since been
placed under quarantine and has
been monitored by Alameda County
Public Health Department officials.
The officials also identified individuals, including eight additional firefighters, who may have been in contact with the infected firefighter and
asked them to remain in isolation
until their test results are revealed.
City of Alameda Public
Information Officer Sarah Henry said
that eight firefighters’ results were
not known as of Tuesday, March
17, but the city is monitoring the
situation. Henry would not disclose
whether all eight firefighters worked
together at the same fire station or
which fire station or stations they
worked at. She would also not disclose the names of the individuals.
In a press release, Henry
assured residents that the reduction in firefighters will not affect the
response capability of the Alameda
Fire Department (AFD).
“Alameda fire stations are fully
staffed with no reduction in our
capability to respond to calls,”
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AFD welcomed
nine new firefighters on March
13, the day the
quarantine was
announced.
wrote Henry. “Our first responders
have the training and equipment
they need to stay safe and protect
our community. In addition, this
week the Alameda Fire Department
accelerated the swearing in of new
recruits. These new firefighters are
prepared and trained to protect
and serve.”
AFD welcomed nine new firefighters on March 13, the day it
was announced the eight firefighters would be under quarantine.
Cody Boudwin, Nick Bowerman,
Corey Crowder, Gustavo Lopez,
Dan Martin, Nick Sprott, Jordan
Thomas, Ryan Tunney and Morgan
Yee were sworn in last Friday.
On Monday, March 16, six of the
nine Bay Area counties declared a
Public Health Order that requires
residents to stay home for three
weeks beginning Tuesday, March 17,
except for “essential needs” or people who have “essential business”
occupations. Along with healthcare
providers, media members and
senior care; firefighters are part of
the essential occupations under the
first responders, emergency management, personnel, emergency dispatchers section.
Read more about the county’s
order on page 5.

Sun Takes Part in Action to
Help Prevent Disease Spread

Eric J. Kos
After 19 years of business
the Alameda Sun has reached a
crossroads in history. The Sun
cannot, in good conscience,
continue to deliver unsolicited
copies of the newspaper, given
the current pandemic. Starting
March 26, the Sun will no longer circulate free copies doorto-door in Alameda. Keep in
mind of all of our content is still
fully accessible for free at www.
alamedasun.com.
n Subscribers will receive a
print copy.
n Advertisers will receive a
print copy.
n Key drop locations: grocery
stores, pharmacies, Alameda
Sun World Headquarters (selfservice rack), others TBD will
receive multiple print copies.
Who won’t receive a copy of
the paper? Alameda residences
who have not subscribed.
On April 15, the Sun will
evaluate the state of affairs
and decide on a potential new

course of action.
We want to keep you in the
loop! Please subscribe today
for just $25 per year. Subscribe
online at www.alamedasun.
com., or send checks made out
to Alameda Sun to 3215J Encinal
Ave. Alameda, CA 94501. If paying $25 per year poses a financial hardship, please contact the
Sun at 510-263-1470.
Advertisers, if you are concerned about the reduced circulation, please call 510-263-1824.
Subscribers, if you do not
wish to receive a print copy
of the newspaper at this time,
please call 510-263-1471.
Please note: The Sun office
will be closed to the public at
this time. Please use the drop
box outside our door, U.S. mail,
email or phone to contact Sun
staff. Many of the Sun’s services can be accessed via www.
alamedasun.com as well.
Thank you for your understanding, Alameda. Now go
wash your hands.

City Taking Steps
to Prevent Spread
Schools, entertainment venues closed; events canceled

Sun Staff Reports
In light of the coronavirus pandemic, the City of Alameda stated in
a series of press releases last week,
that it will be taking extra precautions to protect the health and safety
of employees and the community.
The frequency and level of cleaning
at facilities, including at all fire stations will be increased. In addition,
many large city-sponsored events
have been canceled or postponed.
People older than 60 and people with
underlying health conditions are at
a much higher risk of severe illness.
Staff has also deployed 17 hand
sanitizer stations at key locations
across Alameda and are actively
promoting recommended actions
to slow the spread of COVID-19 to
employees and residents.
The county recommends those
at high risk stay home and away
from crowded social gatherings
as much as possible. According to
the Alameda County Public Health
Department, more than 80 percent
of individuals who test positive for
COVID-19 have mild symptoms. To
help ensure those with health risks
have access to the treatment they
need, the general public should
take action now to prevent an overwhelmed health care system.
City staff took proactive steps
including: hanging posters and
having hand sanitizer available in
all city facilities, creating a webpage and fact sheet with up-to-date
information at www.alamedaca.gov/
alerts and following recommendations by the Alameda County Public
Health Department regarding canceling mass events. Staff is currently working with the county to
make sure sanitization is a top priority in areas where people who are
unhoused reside.
“We understand this news
may be alarming to our community, as well as our employees and
their families,” stated a city press
release. “The best thing we can do
to protect ourselves and our community, especially those who are
more vulnerable, is follow recommended precautions.”
Recommended Precautions
n Wash hands with soap and
water frequently
n Cover a cough or sneeze
n Avoid touching eyes, nose or
mouth with unwashed hands
n Stay away from work, school
or other people when sick
n Avoid close contact with people who are sick
n Follow guidance from public
health officials
n Call a health-care provider
before seeking medical care
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Date Rise Set

Today
March 20
March 21
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March 25

7:14
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7:05

19:20
19:21
19:22
19:22
19:23
19:24
19:25
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Sun Staff Reports

lameda Food Bank volunteers gave out pre-packed grocery bags, filled with
food donated from local stores such as Target, Trader Joe’s and Grocery Outlet
on Monday. The food bank’s operations have been relocated to its Alameda
Point warehouse where staff, volunteers and food recipients are using the additional
space to practice social distancing. For more on the food bank’s efforts and other
efforts around the city to prevent the spread of coronavirus, see story above.

Eric J. Kos

City staff has deployed hand-sanitizer stations at locations in town, one shown here at South Shore Center.
tric utility, has suspended service
disconnections for non-payment,
effective immediately. This suspension applies to residential and commercial customers and will remain
in effect until further notice.
City officials are receiving the
most up-to-date information on the
COVID-19 outbreak through conference calls with federal, state and local
officials. Last week the city learned
that 11 testing labs in California are
working now with more coming
online in the days to come. More testing is being done at commercial labs.
Those with symptoms who would
like to be tested must consult with a
health-care provider first.
Departmental Update
Following federal, state and
local guidelines on social distancing, the city will make changes to

The city learned
that 11 testing labs
in California are
working now with
more coming.
the delivery of services through
Sunday, March 29. The duration of
these changes might be expanded
as staff receives new guidance.
Generally, non-essential city services will be reduced as much as
possible to help protect the health
and safety of employees and the
community.
In preparation for COVID-19, all
Alameda Fire Department (AFD)
personnel received advanced training and were provided with additional levels of Personal Protective
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Funding Requested for Point VA
Costs spike during transition
Richard Bangert
In its 2021 Budget request to
Congress, submitted on Feb. 10,
the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) is asking for $152.9
million in additional funding in
order to construct the clinic and
administrative office building at
Alameda Point. Up until now, the
VA had funding only for site grading, utilities and road work, the

first phase of the cemetery and
on-site wetland mitigation.
The total project cost estimate
is now $310.5 million, which is $100
million more that it was in 2015, and
construction has not even started
yet. The revised cost estimate for
the project in the 2021 VA Budget
calls into question the wisdom of
the decision by Congress in 2015
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Security Cameras Help
Deter Fires at Encinal
Rafael Arredondo & Alvin Li
In January, Encinal High
School (EHS) installed eight surveillance cameras in response to
the overwhelming number of fire
alarms being pulled throughout
the course of 2019. The cameras
were an attempt to deter students
from pulling alarms and setting
fires on campus.
Before the installation of the
cameras, EHS was using private
security guards, different from
school police or campus security,
to monitor the campus. They were
hired due to the intentional fires
caused by students.
“I think the new security is
helpful in creating better circumstances,” said EHS Principal
Daniel Hurst. “It can be even better if we have permanent campus
security to establish better relationships with students. They are
doing what they need to do.”
Issues started in 2018 when
students were pulling fire alarms
to get out of class. After the pull
stations were removed in the summer of 2019, students resorted
to starting fires that would set
off the alarms. Although there
is no official documentation of
how many false fire alarms have
been pulled, the number of known
evacuations is clear.
“There were five evacuations (in

It desensitized
me from being
alarmed, which is
concerning if there
is a real fire.

— James Glaviano

2019) that I believe resulted in the
fire department responding, and
one false alarm by the alarm company that resulted in the fire department responding,” said Hurst.
Alarms were happening so
often that students and staff
didn’t know which were real and
which were fraudulent.
“It was annoying at first, like,
‘Here we go again,’” said junior
James Glaviano. “It desensitized
me from being alarmed, which is
concerning if there is a real fire.”
Hurst mentioned the reasons
why he believes the fires are
occurring and how he plans to
combat such events.
“It might be somebody is a pyromaniac, or could be somebody that
is just angry at the world, or it could
be a student or more than one
student who feels disenfranchised
and unconnected to the school and
doesn’t value what many of us value,”
Hurst said. “But I can take some
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