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Date Rise Set
Today 7:23 19:14
March 15 7:21 19:15
March 16 7:20 19:16
March 17 7:18 19:17
March 18 7:17 19:18
March 19 7:15 19:19
March 20 7:14 19:20

Betty Young

Learn tips to keep bicycles safe 
and many other events.
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Event calendar       Page 8

REAL ESTATE FOCUS
Garden column    Page 12

Backyard growers also lead 
Project Pick in town.

Warming shelter funded 
through the rest of season.

THE CITY PAGE
Fundraiser excels   Page 3

Students plan walkout to raise 
awareness for climate change.

HOMETOWN NEWS 
Students 4 Climate Page 4

HOMETOWN NEWS
Fire Wire  Page 2
Police Blotter Page 9

All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel

Eric J. Kos

Supporters of Measure B have recently accused the Alameda Sun of bias, in part 
based on the presentation of a “Yes on Measure A” sign photo on its front page 
(“Center Opponents Facing Challenges,” Feb. 28). Those same supporters of 
Measure B reported the sign pictured Feb. 28 for lacking a Fair Political Practices 
Commission number, which made the sign itself newsworthy, but not illegal. 
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The Pros & Cons of 
Voting in Measure B

League of Women Voters  
of Alameda

The Pros & Cons of Measure B, 
produced by the League of Women 
Voters of Alameda (LWVA) is a non-
partisan explanation of local propo-
sitions, with supporting and oppos-
ing arguments. The arguments come 
from many sources, and are not lim-
ited to those presented in the Official 
Voter Information Guide. LWVA does 
not judge the merits of the arguments 
or guarantee their validity.

The question
“Shall the initiative for 

Expansion of Open Space at Crab 
Cove [be adopted] to change the 
land use and zoning designations 
for a 3.65-acre parcel on McKay 
Avenue, from Office/Administrative 
Professional to Open Space, which 
prohibits the conversion of vacant 
federal buildings into a senior 
assisted living facility, medical 
clinic and supportive services for 
homeless individuals, and limits 
the use of the property to parks 
and related uses?”

The situation
The Federal Government cur-

rently owns a 3.65-acre parcel on 

McKay Avenue with 11 buildings 
surrounded by security fencing. In 
April 2017, the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) determined the site to be 
suitable for use as a facility to assist 
the homeless under the Stewart 
B. McKinney Homeless Assistance 
Act and selected Alameda Point 
Collaborative (APC) to develop the 
property for a Wellness Center. 

In September 2018 the federal 
government and APC entered a 
three-year renewable lease in which 
the federal government will transfer 
property ownership to APC as soon 
as the city and APC complete the 
required paperwork. In December 
2018, the Alameda City Council 
amended portions of the general 
plan and the zoning ordinance to 
allow the federal government to 
transfer the property. In November 
2018, Measure B, an initiative to 
change the land use designation of 
the McKay property site to Open 
Space, qualified for the ballot.

The proposal
Measure B was placed on the 

ballot with the required number of 
signatures to support the designa-
tion of the McKay Avenue property 

to Open Space that would include 
parks, parkways, playgrounds, 
golf courses and land reserves. If 
Measure B passes it would not 
change the ownership of the prop-
erty, clear and remediate the prop-
erty, establish funding, or create 
a public park: it will change the 
designation of the land to Open 
Space eliminating the development 
of a Wellness Center. If Measure B 
takes effect, it can be amended or 
repealed only by a subsequent vote 
of the people.

Fiscal effect
If the federal government trans-

fers the property to the City it 
is estimated that a park will cost 
$11 million dollars including $5.6 
million to purchase the property, 
$3.2 million to remove asbestos 
and demolish buildings, and $2.9 
million to build the park. If the fed-
eral government continues to own 
the property, prohibiting any devel-
opment on the property, the City 
will incur service costs of $9,000 
per year (police, fire, emergency 
services). Additionally, the cost to 
taxpayers for a special election is 
estimated at $580,000 to $700,000 

Initiative for Expansion of Open Space at Crab Cove 
requires, like Measure A, a simple majority to pass
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U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Skyler Okerman 

Alamedan on Patrol
Sun Staff Reports

While cruising in the Indian Ocean on March 7, Lt. Cmdr. Sergio Martinez, 
from Alameda, writes on a screen in the Combat Direction Center aboard 
the aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74). The John C. Stennis is 

deployed in the U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations to support security and stability in 
the Indo-Pacific region. In recent weeks, a series of events inflamed tensions between 
Indian and Pakistan. The two countries have been embroiled in a number of wars, 
conflicts and military standoffs since the partition of British India in 1947. Known as 
The Kashmir Conflict, these tensions arose due to Pakistan’s claims to parts of India 
that have a majority Muslim population.

News in Brief

Sun Staff Reports
Early voting and vote by 

mail for the Tuesday, April 9, 
City of Alameda special elec-
tion began Monday, March 
11. Polls are located at the 
Alameda County Registrar of 
Voters’ Office, 1225 Fallon St., 
Room G1, in Oakland, and are 
open Monday through Friday, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Voters planning to vote by 
mail can complete the applica-
tions on the back of their voter 
information pamphlets. They 

may also apply online or call 
the Registrar of Voters at 272-
6973 to request a ballot by mail. 
The registrar must receive vote-
by-mail ballot requests no later 
than Tuesday, April 2.

Voting in Alameda runs on 
Saturday, April 6, and Sunday, 
April 7, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
as well as on Monday, April 8,  
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Voting 
on Election Day, Tuesday, April 
9, runs from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Polls are located at  2220 South 
Shore Center.

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Unified School 

District (AUSD) Board of Education 
(BOE) will place a district represen-
tative on the Community Learning 
Center Schools (CLCS) board after 
approving an agreement at its Feb. 
12 meeting. 

All five BOE 
members voted 
to approve a 
settlement agree-
ment with CLCS 
in the closed 
session por-
tion of the school board meet-
ing. CLCS operates Alameda 
Community Learning Center and 
Nea Community Learning Center. 

The settlement marks an end to 
a dispute between the school dis-
trict and CLCS. The disagreement 
started after the district voted to 
appoint Jeff Cambra to the CLCS 
board in February 2017. AUSD was 
exercising a provision in state law 
that allows school districts to place 
a district representative on the gov-
erning board of a charter school, 
according to an AUSD press release. 
Shortly thereafter, the CLCS board 
voted to remove Cambra from its 
board. AUSD responded by filing a 
suit against the charter organiza-
tion.

The district and CLCS have 
agreed on terms under which the 
district’s current and future repre-
sentatives to CLCS’ board will be 
seated. 

The school district decided 
to reinstate Cambra to the CLCS 
board. 

“We are grateful for Mr. Cambra’s 
willingness to serve on the CLCS 
Board,” said AUSD Superintendent 
Sean McPhetridge. “His patience as 
this matter has gone through the 

legal process. And we appreciate 
CLCS working with us to resolve 
this matter.”

Per the settlement, the term 
of AUSD’s representative on the 
CLCS board will last three years. 
It also mandates that AUSD’s rep-

resentative will 
be instructed to 
avoid communi-
cating to AUSD 
regarding CLCS 
discussions in 
closed session 
and with counsel.

“CLCS values discussion and 
collaboration in both our class-
rooms and our schools,” said CLCS 
Executive Director Annalisa Moore. 
“We appreciate the chance to work 
with AUSD to develop agreements 
about the appointee process.” 

The settlement also provides 
the circumstances under which an 
AUSD representative on the CLCS 
board can be removed.

“We are happy to bring this dis-
pute to a close,” said AUSD Board 
President Mia Bonta. “I look for-
ward to improving our relationship 
with CLCS as its charter authorizer 
moving forward.”  

CLCS Board President Kymberly 
Miller added, “We look forward to 
working with AUSD and strength-
ening our relationship in the com-
munity in the months and years 
ahead.”

As part of the settlement, both 
parties agreed to pay their own 
legal costs for the litigation. 

Cambra is an Alameda resident 
and has volunteered on many 
Alameda issues. He is the former 
president of the Alameda League of 
Women Voters. He ran for Alameda 
City Council in 2012, but was not 
elected.

Call for Scholarship 
Applications Open 

The Bonta California Progress 
Foundation invites high school 
seniors, entering college students 
or current first-year college stu-
dents to submit an application for 
free money for college.

The foundation highly encour-
ages applicants who are low-income 
or from disadvantaged backgrounds 
to apply. In 2017, Assm. Rob Bonta 
launched the foundation with the 
purpose of supporting communi-
ties, organizations and individuals 
that lift up the social, economic, 
educational, civic and environmen-
tal well-being of Californians. The 
foundation also aims to advance 
progressive values in California and 
around the world. 

To this end, the foundation pro-
vides a limited number of scholar-
ships to students with a record of 
academic achievement, leadership 
and service to their communities, 
who would benefit from additional 
support to receive higher education.

Awards are given contingent 
upon proof of registration or enroll-
ment in an institute of higher edu-
cation. This may include: techni-
cal schools, community colleges or 
four-year colleges. 
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Sun Staff Reports
APD Cracks down on 

Scofflaws
Over the weekend of March 5 

and 6, teams of Alameda Police 
Department (APD) patrol sergeants 
and officers conducted operations 
in the Downtown Alameda and 
Webster Street business districts.  
Officers issued 159 citations to driv-
ers of double-parked vehicles, as 
well as to bicyclists and scooter 
riders and smokers violating city 
ordinances. APD also responded to 
calls for service on both Webster 
and Park streets that resulted two 
arrests: one for theft and the sec-
ond for being drunk in public.

APD wants to remind residents 
that smoking is prohibited in shop-
ping malls, service lanes, public 
events, recreation areas, dining 
areas and on commercial-area side-
walks. In addition APD states that, 
“Bicyclists have the same rights and 
responsibilities as motorists and are 
subject to the same rules and regu-
lations.” Bicycles and scooters are 
prohibited on sidewalks that pass 
directly in front of, or adjacent to, 
any stores, schools or other build-
ings used for business purposes. 

Otis Drive Safety Meeting Set
The City of Alameda invites the 

public to participate in a second 
community workshop to discuss 
recommendations that address 
speeding and safety, while improv-
ing walking, bicycling, driving and 
public transit on Otis Drive between 
Westline Drive and Willow Street.  

Voting Open for 
Measures A and B

AUSD Finds Agreement 
with Charter Schools

The meeting will take place in 
the Wood Middle School multi-
purpose room, 420 Grand St., next 
Wednesday, March 20, at 6:30 p.m. 
More info: 747-6892 or gpayne@
alamedaca.gov.  

“We are happy to 
bring this dispute 
to a close.”

— AUSD Board President  
Mia Bonta


