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Date Rise Set
Today 7:25 19:13
March 13 7:23 19:14
March 14 7:22 19:15
March 15 7:20 19:16
March 16 7:19 19:17
March 17 7:17 19:18
March 18 7:16 19:19

Betty YoungBetty Young

Tour Spain without leaving the 
Island at the West End Library.

WEST END NEWS 
Library events      Page 11

BACKYARD GROWING 
Garden column   Page 12

New gardeners grow at 
local school gardens.

Sun rearranges pages to keep 
it interesting for readers.
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Puzzles now on   Page 10

Boys & Girls clubbers attend 
Hollywood premeire.
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All the doings of Island 
safety & law personnel
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Irene Dieter
On March 17, the City Council 

will discuss placing measures on the 
November 2020 ballot to raise rev-
enue for city-infrastructure needs. 
Items at issue include upgrades to 
streets, sidewalks and city build-
ings and handling the impacts of 
climate change and sea-level rise. 
Both tax increases and bond mea-
sures are being considered. 

Key findings from a survey of 
voters conducted January 22 to 
29, found that climate change/sea 
level rise was the biggest infra-
structure concern, followed by 
streets, sidewalks, and city build-
ings. Unfortunately, when asking 
about support for a proposed bond, 
the survey lumped all infrastruc-
ture needs together and showed 
that a potential broad-based bond 
measure did not reach the required 
two-thirds vote threshold.

If the city wants to succeed in 
November, the infrastructure issues 
must be separated so that voters 
can differentiate between the types of 
infrastructure spending proposed 
and understand exactly what they will 
be paying for.

A ballot measure covering only 
the climate issue would allow 
voters to signal the importance 
of preparedness. Raising revenue 
for upgrading streets and sidewalks 
or city buildings is also important, 
but these are concerns that need to 
be addressed separately.

The City Council just agreed 
to hire a Sustainability and 
Resilience Manager to deal with 
climate adap-tation. If we want this 
person to be involved in managing 
civil engineer-ing projects rather 
than just issuing reports, passing 
a climate adapta-tion measure 
would ensure that the resilience 
manager would have something to 
manage.

The city’s new Climate Action 
and Resiliency Plan warns that 
“we’re going to see more frequent 
extreme and dangerous weather 
events. These events put a strain 
on our residents, businesses and 
infrastructure.” We should keep in 
mind that the massive flooding that 
occurred in Houston in 2016 was 
not caused by sea level rise. It 
was caused by a stalled, prolonged 
storm spawned by changing climate 
and a drainage system incapable of 
handling the deluge. Alameda is not 
prepared for such events, and the 
recent storm water fee approved by 
voters was only a down payment on 
the infrastructure we need.

A climate action measure should 
spell out specifically what infra-

Council will Discuss 
New Ballot Measures

I on Alameda

structure upgrades are needed to 
cover flood protection from pro-
longed storms and sea-level rise, 
reminding voters that a bond mea-
sure is restricted to capital needs 
and does not cover operation costs.

The city should keep it simple 
and not submit measures that are 
a catch-all shopping list of infra-
structure needs. Tell voters exactly 
where their money will be spent. 
Then they can decide whether it’s 
an investment worth paying for.

Irene Dieter posts stories about 
Alameda at www.ionalameda.com.

A ballot measure 
covering only 
the climate issue 
would allow vot-
ers to signal the 
importance of  
preparedness. 

Vote Tally as of March 10

Locals Talk Traffic at Town Hall 

Grand Princess 
Arrives in Oakland

Ekene Ikeme
The Alameda County Registrar 

of Voter’s Office released another 
update of the March 3 Presidential 
Primary Election results on 
Monday, March 9. The Registrar 
and the Secretary of State’s offices 
have received 100 percent of the 
votes cast, but the final tally of 
votes is still to be determined. 

Alameda City Measure A
Measure A, the special parcel tax 

backed by Alameda Unified School 
District (AUSD), is .21 percent shy 
of being approved. Currently, 66.46 
percent of voters voted “yes” for 
the new tax. However, the mea-
sure needs two-thirds majority 
(66.66 percent) “yes” votes to be 
enacted. So far 17,558 people voted 
“yes,” while 8,859 voted “no.” In 
the March 4 update, “yes” votes 
accounted for 63.13 percent, or 
6,583 people, of the total tally, while 
“no” votes accounted for 36.87 per-
cent, or 3,845 people.

The measure aims to use the 
new revenue to “attract, recruit and 
retain teachers and school employ-
ees.” If the tax is approved prop-
erty owners will pay 26.5 cents per 
building square foot — capped at 
$7,999. Vacant parcels will be taxed 
a flat rate of $299. Exemptions may 
be granted to parcel owners who 
are older than 65 or receive certain 
social security benefits.

Teachers will receive an addi-
tional 1 percent raise retroactive 
to January 2020 and an 8 percent 
increase for 2020-21. The new tax is 
expected to generate $10.5 million 
in new annual revenue for AUSD. 
The tax would expire by June 2027.

Alameda County Measure C
Measure C, the Alameda County 

Cares for Kids Act, appears to be 

Dennis Evanosky
The cruise ship Grand Princess 

— carrying some 3,500 people 
from 54 countries with at least 
two pas-sengers and 19 crew 
members suffering from the 
coronavirus disease — docked at 
Pier 22 at the Port of Oakland 
just before noon on Monday. 
The passengers included several 
Alameda residents. The iso-lated 
pier is not on the Oakland 
Estuary, see map on page 3. 

The United States Coast Guard 
transported seven people from the 
Department of Health and Human 

Services to the Grand Princess the 
day before while the cruise ship 
was awaiting permission to sail 
through the Golden Gate. 

California Gov. Gavin Newsom 
announced that “process of getting 
all 2,421 passengers off the vessel, 
routing them to their destination in 
a secure fashion and sending the 
Grand Princess back to sea with its 
crew of 1,113 is expected to take 
two or three days.” Newsom stated 
that passengers who “require acute 
medical treatment and hospitaliza-
tion” would be first to disembark. 

Photo & story by Dennis Evanosky

Elizabeth Reeharte addresses a packed room of 
concerned Alameda residents and officials at the 
Frank Munoz Memorial Traffic Town Hall held last 

Thursday. Officials from public works, Alameda Police 
Department and other city departments spoke on cur-
rent projects to make walking and biking in Alameda 
safer for everyone. The idea behind the meeting came 
from Alameda resident Frank Munoz, himself struck 
by a vehicle while walking in Alameda, who passed 
almost exactly a week prior to the event of unrelated 
causes. “Frank would have agreed that it was exactly 
the kind of meaningful engagement and listening that 
our community needs,” said Vice Mayor John Knox 
White. The Alameda Sun co-sponsored the Town Hall. 

Maurice Ramirez

The Grand Princess cruise liner containing 21 passengers and crew infected with 
coronavirus docked at the Port of Oakland’s north side Monday. 

Alameda’s 
Measure A needs 
a two-thirds major-
ity to vote ‘yes’ to 
be enacted. 
a guarantee it will be approved by 
the voters. Currently, 245,863 vot-
ers, or 63.22 percent, approved the 
measure, while 143,047 voters dis-
approve. The measure needs just a 
simple majority “yes” vote to pass.

The measure intends to create a 
new half-cent sales tax on transac-
tions for child welfare. Twenty per-
cent of the new additional tax rev-
enue will go toward the Pediatric 
Health Care (PHC) account, while 
80 percent will go toward the 
Child Care, Preschool, and Early 
Education (CPE) account. 

California Proposition 13
It appears California Proposition 

13, the education facilities con-
struction bond, will be struck 
down by the voters. According 
to EdSource’s March 10 update, 
3,822,718 Californians voted against 
the proposition, while 3,250,570 
Californians voted in favor. This 
calculates to a 54-46 percent split 
favoring “no” votes. The proposi-
tion needs a simple majority “yes” 
vote to be enacted.

According to the registrar’s 
office, Alameda County voters felt 
different about the proposition 
compared to the rest of the state. 
Currently, 244,623 people in the 
country, or 62.38 percent, in the 
county voted “yes,”  while 145,623 
people, or 37.32 per-cent, voted “no.”  

California Prop. 13 would gener-
ate $15 billion in general obligation 
bonds for school and college facil-
ity upgrades.

Boy Scouts 
Town Hall 

Sun Staff Reports
The Alameda Council of the Boy 

Scouts of America will host a Town 
Hall meeting tonight, Thursday, 
March 12, at 7 p.m., to discuss 
the next century of Scouting in 
Alameda. All Scouting leaders, vol-
unteers and supporters are invited 
attend.

The conversation will focus 
on a potential consolidation 
with Mt. Diablo Silverado and 
San Francisco Bay Area councils. 
There has been no decision made 
to move ahead with a merger and 
that action will require a vote of 
the executive board and chartered 
partner representatives. This is 
an opportunity to hear all voices 
and consider all possibilities for 
the future of the Alameda Council 
BSA.

The meeting will take place at 
the Alameda Elks Club Rathskeller, 
2255 Santa Clara Ave. 

Inquiries should be directed to 
Ben Reyes, council president, at 
522-2772.

Coronavirus, a 
Brief Primer

Sun Staff Reports
According to the Center for 

Disease Control (CDC), corona-
virus belongs to a family that 
includes the common cold. 
However, the strain, identified as 
COVID-19, is not the same as the 
coronaviruses that commonly cir-
culate among humans and cause 
mild illnesses. COVID-19 is relat-
ed to strains that have caused 
serious outbreaks in recent years, 
including severe acute respira-
tory syndrome (SARS). The first 
case of COVID-19 in the U.S. was 
confirmed Jan. 21. There are, as 
yet, no vaccine against COVID-19 
and no antiviral treatment.

According to CDC, the best 
way to prevent the disease is to 
avoid close contact with people 
who are sick, to avoid touching 
your eyes, nose and mouth with 
unwashed hands, to wash your 
hands often with soap and water 
for at least 20 seconds and to use 
a hand sanitizer that contains at 
least 60 percent alcohol if soap 
and water are not available.

The 962 California residents aboard 
were the next group given permis-
sion to leave the ship. Authorities 
are quarantining them at Travis Air 
Force Base in Fairfield and Miramar 
Naval Air Station in San Diego.

The state planned to transport 
other American citizens to either 
Joint Base San Antonio Lackland 
in Texas or Dobbins Air Force Base 
in Georgia. Plans are being drawn 
up to take passengers from other 
countries to their respective homes 
on charter flights.

Princess Cruises announced that 
it would quarantine the entire crew 
aboard the cruise ship. Authorities 
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Ship carried passengers, crew ill with coronavirus 

Girls Awarded at Gala
Sun Staff Reports

Girls Inc. of the Island City held its 21st Annual Women Who Dare Gala at 
the Oakland Scottish Rite Center on Feb. 29. Award recipients included: 
Honorary Awardee Betty Reid Soskin, Lisa Curtis, Judith Goodwin, Zohra 

Rahimi and Sophia Kofoed. “Congratulations again to the exceptional girls and 
women who thoroughly impressed and inspired us with their amazing presentations 
and speeches,” stated a press release from Girls Inc.  Pitcured: Jayla Anderson, 
Carmen Baker, Preston Chilcott, Wren Chilcott, Cleo Friedman, Sophia Lau, Jillian 
Metzger, Natalie O’Donnell, Timmyanni Richardson, Eva Rodrigues, Manuela 
Rodrigues, Megumi Takemoto.
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