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Morgan Wolfe
The Alameda Community Band 

will present its Winter Concert 
Tuesday, March 17, featuring the 
“Poet and Peasant Overture” of Von 
Suppe, as well as special tributes 
to Hoagy Carmicheal and Henry 
Mancini. The free concert begins at 
7:30 p.m. at the Veteran’s Memorial 
Building, 2203 Central Ave.

The local concert band com-
prised of more than 20 musicians 
will also feature Bay Area saxo-
phonist, Bill Aron, performing the 
“Glazonov Saxophone Concerto.” 

The band itself will be perform-

ing songs from genres across the 
board and from many generations; 
including a few different marches 
and swing music. The event is free; 
donations are appreciated. 

The Alameda Community Band 
is always looking for new members 
and will celebrate its 50th anni-
versary this year. Founded by Jim 
Hewitt, a former band teacher at 
Encinal High School, the band’s ba-
ton passed to the current conduc-
tor Michael Wirgler 20 years ago. 

“The upcoming concert has lots 
of variety, as most of our concerts 
do,” Wirgler said, “All the way from 

very classical music to jazz and 
even some cartoon music along the 
way. This is a concert for the whole 
family.” 

The band consists of many Al-
ameda residents who have become 
interested and involved through 
their desire to continue playing in a 
concert band into their adult lives. 
Once part of the Alameda Adult 
School, the band now teaches 
classes through the Recreation and 
Parks Department.

Morgan Wolfe is an Alameda 
Sun intern. She can be reached at  
editor@alamedasun.com.

Community Concert Band Set for 
Free Live Performance on March 17

Morgan Wolfe

Alamedans make up a large part of the Alameda Community Band seen here  
practicing for its March 17 concert. The band will enter its 50th year of  
performing later in 2015.  

News in Brief
Sun Staff Reports

City names new  
finance director

City Manager John Russo an-
nounced the appointment of Elena 
Adair as the city’s new finance 
director, Adair will assume the re-
sponsibility for direction of the 
city’s finance department and the 
development of the city’s $270 mil-
lion budget.

She will oversee the finance de-
partment administration, account-
ing services, accounts payable, rev-
enue, business license and payroll 
and a total of 10 
employees. 

Adair comes 
to Alameda from 
Stockton where 
she was the as-
sistant director 
for administra-
tive services. 
She is a certified 
public accoun-
tant and holds a Bachelor Degree of 
Science in accounting and business 
administration from Saint Mary’s 
College.  

Grant honors Monsef
The Rotary Club of Alameda has 

created a $15,000 community grant 
to honor Hadi Monsef, a Rotarian 
for 38 years who spent his volunteer 
time serving the community through 
Rotary-sponsored activities. 

“Hadi devoted his time and 
energy to Rotary and its mission 
of ‘Service above Self,’” said Deb 
Knowles, President of the Rotary 
Club of Alameda. “Establishing this 
grant, Rotary acknowledges the 
commitment Hadi made to the com-
munity and hopes to inspire others 
to follow his example.”

Applications for the Hadi Mon-
sef Community Grant can be ob-
tained by emailing Jeff Cambra at 
jeffcambra@earthlink.net. Grant 
applicants must be active 501(c)
(3) non-profits that deliver services 
to Alameda residents. This is an 
equipment or product grant; no 
funds may be used for programs or 
administration. Completed applica-
tions are due on Friday, March 20. 

Rotary meets every Tuesday 
starting at noon in the Grandview 
Pavilion, 300 Island Dr. The one-

hour formal meeting and program 
begins at 12:30 p.m. Cost of the 
lunch is $20. For more information, 
contact Jerry Nussbaum at jerry-
nussbaum@sbcglobal.net.

Golf commissioner needed
The City Council is soliciting 

applications from residents who 
would like to serve on the Golf 
Commission through June 30, 2018.

The Golf Commission was estab-
lished to advise Council on opera-
tional policies and fees for the golf 
facilities, including the Chuck Co-
rica Golf Complex. The commission 
meets the third Wednesday of each 
month, at 6:30 p.m. at the Golf Com-
plex, 1 Clubhouse Memorial Road.

Application forms may be ob-
tained from, and filed with, the City 
Clerk, City Hall, 2263 Santa Clara-
Ave., Room 380, or by calling 747-
4800. The application deadline is 
Tuesday, March 31.

RAB confab set
The Navy’s Alameda Point Res-

toration Advisory Board (RAB) 
meeting will meet this evening, 
Thursday, March 12. The meeting 
begins at 6:30 p.m. at 950 W. Mall 
Square on Alameda Point. The pub-
lic is welcome to attend to hear 
updates about the Navy’s cleanup 
and talk directly with the Navy and 
regulatory agency representatives.

On the agenda is a discussion of 
Site 32 next to the Oakland Estuary. 
The Navy plans to transfer the site, 
already zoned as open space, to the 
city. A regional park has been pro-
posed for the area which includes 
this site. 

Help reveal truth about Yelp
Alameda resident and docu-

mentary filmmaker Kaylie Milliken 
has announced a campaign to fund 
a documentary about the review 
website Yelp.com. 

The investigative piece will 
delve into allegations of extor-
tion, review manipulation, and 
fraudulent reviews written by Yelp 
employees. Milliken is launching a 
Kickstarter campaign for the film, 
which requires more funding to 
complete. The campaign launches 
Monday, March 16, online. 

Milliken is a teacher at Lum 
Elementary School.
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Dennis Evanosky
All property remaining at 

Nelson’s Marine, 1500 Ferry Point, 
will come under the gavel at 10 a.m., 
Tuesday, March 17. International 
Boat & Marine Auction Services 
will conduct the auction. The city 
originally planned to liquidate the 
property at Nelson’s in February 
2014 using Michaan’s Auctions but 
later postponed the sale. 

“All marine equipment, ves-
sels, power and sail boats will be 
sold,” states Kip Kane auctioneer. 
“Everything will be sold as-is and 
where-is. It’s what you see and 
what you don’t see you get as well.” 

The merchandise represents 
more than 20 years of maritime 
history: approximately 50 vessels 
including motor yachts ranging in 
size from 70’ to 40’, sailboats rang-
ing in size from 20’ to 45’ and vari-
ous smaller crafts as well as vari-
ous maritime equipment. 

The city padlocked Nelson’s 
Marine in April 2013 after efforts 
to settle a lawsuit failed. In the 

suit the city alleged that owner 
Carl Nelson had not only failed to 
address several building code vio-
lations and but did not pay some 
$37,000 in storm-water utility fees. 
The city took formal possession of 
Nelson’s property on May 10, 2013.

The city claimed Nelson failed to 
notify his customers of his eviction 
and, subsequently, that they would 
have to remove their boats. Owners 
of some 150 vessels that remained 
at Nelson’s boatyard expressed frus-
tration that city staffers failed to 
provide notice or develop a plan for 
them to retrieve their vessels at the 
time of the eviction.

Nelson’s was one of Alameda 
Point’s earliest tenants after two 
decades on Clement Avenue, put 
$1 million into the space he was 
leasing and had been paying his 
rent (the city sued Nelson’s in 2011 
for non-payment of rent but the suit 
was dismissed). 

Michelle Ellson contributed to 
this story. Read more Alameda news 
at thealamedan.org.

Unclaimed Property at 
Boatyard to Be Auctioned

Sailboat Burglar Detained in Oakland
Ekene Ikeme

An Alameda man was arrested 
last Wednesday, March 4, for al-
legedly stealing boat parts and 
other items from vessels an-
chored at the Oakland Estuary, 
according to Oakland police.

Thomas Waterman, 42, was 
charged with suspicion of pos-
session of stolen property and 
possession of narcotics. He is 
also subject to a U.S. Coast Guard 
investigation for navigational 
safety hazards. Police suspect 
Waterman has been involved in 
a long string of burglaries on or 

near the estuary that has lasted 
several weeks. 

Oakland police officer Kris 
Botelho said Waterman would 
anchor his boat offshore and use 
a skiff to get to and from his vic-
tims’ property. A few weeks ago 
police suspect that Waterman 
stole two outboard motors from 
Outboard Motor Shop, 333 Ken-
nedy St. in Oakland, one a nine-
and-a-half horsepower and the 
other four horsepower.

The intuitiveness of the motor 
shop’s owner, Barney Howard, 
led to the arrest of Waterman. 

Fire Station No. 3, Emergency 
Center Plans Move Ahead

Dennis Evanosky
On Tuesday, March 3, the City 

Council voted 4-1 to call for bids 
for a new mid-Island fire station 
on Grand Street and an emergency 
operations center (EOC) around 
the corner on Buena Vista Avenue. 
Mayor Trish Spencer cast the lone 
dissenting vote. 

The new 9,252-square-foot fire 
station will replace Fire Station 3, 
which the city shuttered in 2001 
after learning that the structure 
was seismically unsafe. The new 
station would accommodate a fire 
truck, a fire engine and an ambu-
lance. It would also contain living 
quarters for the eight full-time 
firefighters stationed there. The 
3,360-square-foot EOC will take the 
place of the current center in the 
basement of the Alameda Police 
Department’s building. 

City Council’s approval allowed 
the Public Works Department to 
move forward and accept bids for 
the project. The city set a dead-
line for the bids at 2 p.m., Tuesday, 
March 24. The city has not set a 
date for construction to begin. The 
cost for both could top $12 million.

The Alameda Fire Department 
abandoned its 91-year-old Grand 
Street station in 2001 after learn-
ing it wouldn’t be safe in an earth-
quake. The department rents the 
home next door to house Station 
3’s on-duty firefighters.

After listening to a presentation 
by interim Finance Director Juelle-

Ann Boyer, Spencer took what she 
considered the fiscally responsible 
route and voted against the project. 
Boyer stated at the meeting that it 
was unclear how the city would 
pay the cost of the projects, espe-
cially for servicing the loan in future 
years. Boyer agreed with Spencer 
that some of the money might come 
from the General Fund.  

Spencer reminded the audience 
of staff projections that the General 
Fund could run out of money in five 
years, long before the city would 
pay off the loans associated with 
the project. 

Alameda Fire Department Cap-
tain Jeff Delbono saw the mayor’s 
“no” vote in another light. 

“I cannot understand as to why 
she would be against this project,” 
DelBono, who is president of the Al-
ameda firefighters’ union, IAFF Lo-
cal 689, stated in a press release on 
union stationery the day after the 
vote.  “Her action of voting against 
the replacement of Fire Station 3 
demonstrates a lack of regard for 
the safety of our community.” 

Spencer did not accept any cam-
paign money from Local 689. Coun-
cilwoman Marilyn Ezzy-Ashcraft 
and Councilman Jim Oddie accept-
ed campaign donations from the 
firefighter’s union. They voted in 
favor of the proposal. Vice-Mayor 
Frank Matarrese and Councilman 
Tony Daysog also voted “yes.” Nei-
ther accepted any money from the 
firefighters’ union. 

Shoreline Bikeway 
Officially Dedicated

Photo and Story by Eric J. Kos

A cyclist pedals down the bikeway along Shore Line Drive that was offi-
cially opened last Saturday. Four members of the city council, including 
Mayor Trish Spencer appeared at the celebration which included cutting 

a ribbon. The design for the new infrastructure has met with both criticism and 
praise from local residents. See letters on the subject on page 8.

Howard was driving by Union 
Point Park on the 2300 block of 
Embarcadero in Oakland, when 
he spotted Waterman’s boat and 
skiff about 100 feet offshore. He 
noticed the motors on the sail-
boats looked familiar. After exam-
ining the two vessels further, he 
surmised that the motors were 
his. Howard alerted Botelho, the 
beat officer of the area, of the mo-
tor burglaries.  

Botelho and police marine pa-
trol officers used a police boat 
to pull alongside and board the 
sailboat a short time later. How-
ard was able to identify the stolen 
motors, and Waterman was ar-
rested around 10:30 a.m.

Waterman claimed to have 
purchased the boat motors from 
someone, but did not have any 
proof of the fact. Officers found 
other motors and items on the 
boat and skiff they believe were 
stolen, but have not been able to 
confirm that. 

Waterman’s vessels were left 
anchored in the estuary after his 
arrest. He has been arrested in 
the past on drug charges.

Contact Ekene Ikeme at eikeme@
alamedasun.com.


